THE 


K O-R A N, 


The Alcoran of Mohammed, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL ARABIC; 
EXPLANATORY NOTES, 
TAKEN FROM THE MOST 


APPROVED COMMENTATORS. 


TO WHICH I8 PREFIXED, 


A Preliminary Discourse. 


a 
yo? Fe 


o? 

2” vot. i. Se 

Ry g 
ba 


3,09" 


ee ern 
By GEORGE SALE, Geyr. 
a a TE DI IT ERE IIL ER ed rc TS 


Nulla false deGirina est, qua non aliquid veri permisceat. 
Aveustix., Quast. Evan, 1. ii. c xl, 


A NEW EDITION. 


PPPPPPP EOE 
Bath: 
PRINTED BY S. HAZARD; oa 
FOR J. JOHNSON, VERNOR AND HOOD, OCILVY AND SPRARSa. - 
Jo SRWRLL, MH. GARDNER, AND C. AND G. SBARSLEY, 
LONDON, 
PP PPEPPOLLP OLE 


ar” 


A 
TABLE of th CHAPTERS 


OF THE 


KORA  N, 


CONTAINED IN THIS SECOND VOLUME. 


CHAP, 10. 
PAGE. 
INTITLED, Jonas; containing 109 Verfes : 
11. Intitled, Hub; containing 123 Verfes 15 
12, Intitled, JosEPH; containing 111 Verfes 34 
13. Intitled, Thunder; containing 43 Verfes 54 
14. Intitled, ABRAHAM; containing 52 Verfes 61 
15. Intitled, AL HEJR; containing 99 Verfes 69 
36. Inutled, The Bee; containing 128 Verfes 76 
17. Intitled, The Night-Journey; containing 110 
Verfes | 95 
18, Intitled, The Cave; containing 111 Verfes 118 
19. Intitled, Mary; containing 80 Verfes 128 
20. Intitled, T. H. containing 134 Verfes 138 


21, Intitled, The Prophets; containing 112 Verfes 152 
22, Intitled, The Pilgrimage; containing 78 Verfes 166 
23. Intitled, The True Believers; containing 118 
Verfes | 178 
24. Intitled, Light; containing 74 Verfes 187 
25. Intitled, AL FORKAN; containing 77 Verfes = 803 
26. Intitled, The Poets; containing 327 Verfes #109 


~ 


A TABLE of the CHAPTERS. 


CHAP. PAGE. 
27. Intitled, The Ant; containing 93 Verfes 220 
28. Intitled, The Story ; ‘containing 87 Verfes 232 
29. Intitled, The Spider; containing 69 Verfes 245 
go. Intitled, The Greeks; containing 60 Verfes 253 
gt. Intitled, LOKMAN ; containing 94 Verfes 261 
32. Intitled, Adoration; containing 29 Verfes 266 
33. Intitled, The Confederates; containing 73 

Verfes 270 
94. Intitled, SaAgA; containing 54 Verfes 286 
35. Intitled, The Creator; containing 45 Verfes 295 
36. Intitled, Y.S. containing 83 Verfes 300 
37- Intitled, Thofe who rank themfelves in Order; 

containing 182 Verfes 308 
38. Intitled, S; containing 86 Verfes 317 


39. Intitled, The Troops; containing 75 Verfes 325 
40. Intitled, The True Believer; containing 85 


Verfes 334 
41. Intitled, Are diftin&tly explained; containing 54 

Verfes ; 343 
42. Intitled, Confultation ; containing 53 Veries 350 
43- Intitled, The Ornaments of Gold; containing 89 

Verfes 355 
44. Intitled, Smoke; comtaiaing 57 Verfes - 363 


45 Intitled, The Kneeling; containing ,6 Verfes 367 
46. Intided, AL AHKAF; containing 35 Verfes 370 
47. Intitled, MOHAMMED; containing 38 Verfes 376 
48. Intitled, The Vi&ory; containing 29 Verfes 381 
49: Intitled, The inner Apartments; containing 18 
Verfes 387 
: ; CHAP, 


of 


” 


2 
aap 


A TABLE of the CHAPTERS. 


CHAP. PAGK, 
50. Intitled, K; containing 45 Veries 91 


53. Intitled, The Difperfing; containing 60 Verfes 395 
§2. Intitled, The Mountain; containing 48 Vesies 998 
53. Iatitled, The Star; containing 61 Vertes 1 
4. Intitled, The Moon; containing 5§ Verfes 405 
55. Intitled, The Merciful; containing 78 Verfes 409 
55. Intitled, The Inevitable; containing 99 Verfes 413 
57. Intitled, Iron; containing 29 Verfes 418 
§8. Intitled, She who difputed; containing 22 
Verfes « 439 
59. Intitled, The Emigration ; containing 24 Verfes 426 
60. Intitled, She who is tried; containing 13 Verfes 438 
61. Intitled, Battle Array; containing 14 Verfes 435 
62, Intitled, The Aflembly; containing 11 Verfes 437 
6g. Intitled, The Hypocrites; containing 11 Verfes 439 
64. Intitled, Mutual Decett; containing 18 Verfes 440 
65. Intitled, Divorce; containing 19 Verfes 443 
66, Intitled, Prohibition ; containing 12 Verfes 445 
67. Intitled, The Kingdom; containing go Verfes gag 


68, Intitled, The Pen; containing 52 Verfes _ 452 
6g. Intitled, The Infalhble; containing 52 Verfes 456 
70. Intitled, The Steps; containing 44 Verfes ” 458 
71. Intitled, NoAw; containing 38 Verfes 46a 
72, Intitled, The Genu ; containing 28 Veries 463 
73. Intitled, The Wrapped up; containing 19 
Verfes 465 


74. Intitled, The Covered; containing 55 Verfes 468 
75. Intitled, The Refurreftion; containing go Verfes 47% 
76. Intitled, Man; containing 31 Verles 478. 


a3 CHAP. 


A TABLE of the CHAPTERS. 
CHAP. PACE, 
77. Intitled, Thofe which are fent; containing 50 
Verfes 476 
#8. Intitled, The News; containing 40 Verfes 478 
79. Intitled, Thofe who tear forth; containing 46 
Verfes 480 
So, Intitled, He frowned; containing 42 Verfes 481 


81. Intitled, The Folding up; containing 29 Verfes 483 
82, Intitled, The Cleaving in funder; containing 19 


Verfes 485 
83. Intitled, Thofe who give fhort Meafure or 
Weight; containing 36 Verfes 486 
84. Intitled, The Rending in funder ; containing 23 
Verfes 488 
85. Intitled, The Celeftial Signs; containing 22 
Verfes 489 
86. Intitled, The Star which appeareth by Night; 
containing 17 Verfes 491 


87. Intitled, The moft High; containing 19 Verfes 492 
88, Intitled, The Overwhelming; containing 26 
Verfes 493 
89. Intitled, The Day-Break; containing 30 Verfes 494 
go. Intitled, TheTerritory; containing 20 Verfes 497 
91. Intitled, The Sun; containing 15 Verfes 498 
g2. Intitled, The Night; containing 21 Verfes 499 
93. Intitled, The Brightnefs; containing 11 Verfes 500 
94. Intitled, Have we not opened; containing 8 
Verfes 501 
95. Intitled, The Fig; containing 8 Verfes §02 
96. Intitled, Congealed Blood; containing 19 Verfes 503 


CHAP. 





CHAP. X. ; 


Intitled, Jonas*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 





+ 


Pehl 
Fiat 
av: A he 


book. 





+$606441,,R.> Thefe are the figns of the wife 
It is a ftrange thing unto the 
men of Mecca, that we have revealed 
our will unto a man from among them’, 
faying, Denounce threats unto men if 
they believe not; and bear good tidings 


» unto thofe who believe, that on the merit of their fin- 
"\cerity they have an intereft with their Lorn? The 
unbelievers fay, This is manifeft forcery“. Verily your 
Lorp is Gop, who hath created the heavens and the 
earth in fix days; and then afcended his throne, to 


take on himfelf the government of 


things. There 


_is no interceffor, but by his permiffion*®. Thisis Gon, 


* This prophet is mentioned to- 
wards the end of the chapter, p. 1 B- 
>» See the Prelim. Diic. fe&. IIT. 
p. 78, 79. 

* A man from among them. ]—— 
And not one of the moft powerful 

‘among them neither ; fo that the Ko- 
verb {aid it was a wonder Gon could 
find out no other mere than the 
orphan pupil of Abu Taleb (1). 

“ This is manifeft forcery.J—— 


we 


Meaning the Koran. According to 
the reading of fome copies, the words 
may be rendered, man, (1. ¢. 
Mehammed) is no other than a9 ma- 
nifefi forcerer. 

* There is no interceffor bat by his 
permiffion.}—~Thefe words were re- 
vealed to refute the foolifh opinion 
of the idolatrous Meccana, who ivha- 
gined their idols were interceffors 
with Goa for them. 


(1) Al Basoaw:. 


Vou, IT. 


A 


Your 


Ar. KOR AN. CHar. 10, 


your Lorp; therefore ferve him. Will ye not con- 
fider? Unto him fhall ye all return, according to the 
certain promife of Gop: for he produceth a creature, 
and then caufcth it to return again; that he may re- 
ward thofe who believe, and do that which is right, 
with equity. But as for the unbelievers, they fhall 
drink boiling water, and they fhall fuffer a grievous 
punifhment, for that they have difbelieved. It is he 
who hath ordained the fan to fhine by day, and the 
moon for a light by night; and hath appointed her 
ftations, that ye might know the number of years, 
and the computation of time. Gop hath not created 
this, but with truth. He explaineth his figns unto 
people who underftand. Moreover in the viciffitude 
of night arid day, and whatever ‘Gop hath created in 
heaven and earth, are furely figns unto men who fear 
him. Verily they who hope not to meet us at the 
laft-day, and dclight in this prefent tife, and reft fe- 
curely in the fame, and who are negligent of our 
figns; their dwelling fhall be hell-fire, for that wich 
they have deferved. But as to thofe who believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, their Lorp will dire€t them 
becaufe of their faith; they fhall have rivers flowing 
through gardens of pleafure. Their prayer theret 
fhall be, Praife be unto thee, O Gono! and their fa. 
futation’ therein fhall be, Peace! and the end of 
their prayer fhall be, Praife be unto Gop, the Lorp 
of all creatures! Hf Gop fhould caufe evil to haften 
unto men, accdrding to their defire of haftening: 
ag verily their end hath been decreed. Where- 
ore we fuffer thofe who hope not to meet us at the 
refurre€tion, to wander amazedly in their error. 
When evil befalleth a man; he prayeth unto us lying 
on his fide, or fitting, or flanding*: but when we 
deliver him from his affliction, he continueth his for 
mer courfe of life, as though he had not called upon 
‘us to defend him againft the evil which had befalle. 
f Their falutation.J~Either the | 8 Lying, or fitting, or flanding. | 
mutual falutation of the bleffed to —i. e. in all poftures, and at #!l 


one another, or that of the angelsto times. . 
the biefler. 
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him. Thus was that which the tranfgreffors com- 
mitted prepared for them. We have formerly de- 
ftroyed the generations who were before you, O men 
of Mecca, when they had aéted unjuftly, and our 
apoftles had come unto them with evident miracles 
and they would not believe. Thus do we reward the 
wicked people. Afterwards we did caufe you to fuc- 
ceed them in the earth; that we might fee how ye 
would a&. When our evident figns are recited unto 
them, they who hope not to meet us at the refur- 
reGtion, fay, Bring a different Koran from this; or 
make fome change therein. Anfwer, It is not fit for 
me, that I fhould change it at my pleafure , 1 follow 
that only which is revealed unto me. Verily I fear, 
if I fhould be difobedient unto my Lorp, the punitfh- 
ment of the great day. Say, If Gop had {fo pleafed, 
I had not read it unto you, neither had I taught you 
the fame. I have already dwelt among you to the 
age of forty years®, before I received . Do ye 
not therefore underftand? And who is more unjuft 
than he who devifeth a lie againft Gop, or accufeth 
his figns of falfehood? Surely the wicked fhall not 
profper. They worfhip befides Gop, that which can 
neither hurt them nor profit them, and they fay, 
‘Thefe are our intercefflors with Gop‘. Anfwer, Will 
e tell Gop that which he knoweth not, neither in 
ons nor in earth‘; Praife be unto him! and far 
be that from him, which they. affociate with him! 
Men were profeffors of one religion only’, but they 
: diffented 


» To the age of forty years.]—For could be taught him by none but 
fo old was Mohammed before he took Goo. 
upon him tobe a propre (a);-du-  Seethe Prelim. Dif, feQ, I. p. 
ring which time his fellow-citizens 19, &c. 
well knew that he had not applied k Will ye tell Gop that which be 
himfelf to learning of any fort, nor knoweth not, &c.]——wiz. That he 
frequented leasned men, nor had hath equals or companions.either in 
ever exercifed himfelf in compofing heaven, or on 3 fince he ac- 
Verfes, or orations, whereby he might ledgeth none ? . 
acquire the art of rhetoric, or ele- =) Men were profeffors of one reli- 
ance of {peech(a). A flagrant proof, gion only, d&c.}—That is to fay, the 
ays al dawi, that this sass true religion, or Iflim, which wes 
2 gen 


(1) See the Prelim, Difc. p, 56. Aasunren, Vit.Moh.c.7. (2) See 


4 Ar KORAN. CHAP. 10. 


diffented therefrom; and if a decree had not previ- 
oufly iffued from thy Lorn, deferring their punifh- 
ment, verily the matter had been decided between 
them, concerning which they difagreed. They fay, 
Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his Lorp, 
we will not believe. Anfwer, Verily that which is 
hidden is known only unto Gop: wait therefore the 
pleafure of GOD; and I alfo will wait with you. And 
when we caufed the men of Mecca to tafte mercy, 
after an affli€tion which had befallen them, behold, 
they devifed a ftratagem againft our figns™. Say 
unto them, Gop is more fwift in executing a ftratagem, 
than ye. Verily our meffengers" write down that 
which ye deceitfully devife. It is he who hath given 
you conveniencies for travelling by land and by fea; 
fo that ye be in fhips, which fail with them, with a 
favourable wind, and they rejoice therein. And when 
a tempeftuous wind overtaketh them, and waves 
come upon them from every fide, and they think 
themfelves to be encompaffed with inevitable dangers; 
they call upon Gop, cxhibiting the pure religion 
unto him’, and faying, Verily, if thou deliver us 
from this peril, we will be of thofe who give thanks. 
But when he had delivered them, behold, they be- 
haved themfelves infolently in the earth, without 
juftice. O men, Verily the violence which ye com- 
mit againft your own fouls, is for the enjoyment of 
this prefent life only; afterwards unto us fhall ye re- 


generally profeffed, asfome fay, till perifhing » but no fooner relieved. 
Abel was murdered, or, as others, by Gon’s fending them plenty, than 
‘till the death of Noah. Some fup- they began again to charge Moham- 
‘pofe the firft ages after the flood are med with impofture, and to ridicule 
Pere amended; others, the flate of his revelations (1). ; 
‘seligion in Arabia, from the time of = * Our meffengers.]——1. ¢. The 
braham @ that of Amru Ebn Lo- guardian angels. 4 
hai, the great introducer of idolatry © ° Exhibiting the puré religion un- 
‘sato that country. to him. J——That is, applying them- 
= And when we caufed thofe of felves to sop only, and neglecting 
Mecca to tafte mercy after affliGion, their idol; their fears dire€ting them 
&c.]————For it is faid that they were in fuch an rienan to afk help of 
affiéted with a dearth for feven him only who could give it. 
years, fo thatthey were very near 


(1) 
turn, 
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turn, and we will declare unto you that which ye 
have done. Verily the likenefs of the prefent life is 
no other than as water, which we fend down from 
heaven, and wherewith the produétions of the earth 
are mixed, of which men eat, and cattle alfo, until 
the earth receive its vefture, and be adorned with 
various plants: the inhabitants thereof imagine that 
they have power over the fame; but our command 
cometh unto it by night, or by day, and we render 
it as though it had been mowen, as though it had not 
yefterday abounded with fruits. ‘Thus do we explain 
our figns unto people who confider. Gop inviteth 
unto the dwelling of peace?, and dire€teth whom he 
pleafeth into the right way. They who do right 
fhall receive a moft excellent reward, and a fuper- 
abundant addition’; neither blacknefs', nor fhame 
fhall cover their faces. Thefe fhall be the inhabitants 
of paradife; they fhall continue therein forever. But 
they who commit evil fhall receive the reward of evil, 
equal thereunto’, and they fhall be covered with 
fhame, (for they fhall have no protefor againft 
Gop ;) as though their faces were covered with the 
profound darknefs of the night. Thefe fhall be the 
inhabitants of hell-fire ; they fhall remain therein for 
ever. On the day of the refurrettion we will gather 
them all together; then will we fay unto the idolaters, 
Get ye to your place, ye and your companions‘: and 
we will feparate them from one another; and their 
companions fhall fay unto them, Ye did not worfhip 
us*, and Gop is a fufficient witnefs between us and 
you ; 

.? Unto the dwelling of peace.J—~ their deferts, yet Gop will not pu- 

viz. Paradife. nifh any beyond their demerits 


« And a fuperabundant addition.]~ but treat them with the qxafteft jut 
For their reward will vaftly exceed _ tice. | 


the merit of their good works. Al 


Ghazali fuppofes this adg@tional re- 
iia will be the beatific vifion 
1 


* See the Prelim. Dife. p.114, &c. 
* Equal thereunto. ]—i. e. Though 


the bleffed will be rewarded beyond. 


_ * And fea ype copont te ee 
18s, your idols, or companions 
which ye attributed unto Gon. 

“ Ye did not worfhip us. }—But ye 
really worfhipped your own lufts, 
and were feduced to idolatry, not 


by us, but by your own fuperftit- 
8 ous 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. p. 133. 
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you; neither did we mind your worfhipping of us. 
There fhall every foul experience” that which it fhall 
have fent before it*, and they fhall be brought be- 
fore Gop, their true Lorp; and the falfe deities 
which they vainly imagined, fhall difappear from 
before them. Say, Who provideth you food from 
heaven and carth? or who hath the abfolute power 
over the hearing and the fight? and who bringeth 
forth the living from the dead, and bringcth forth 
the dcad from the living? and who governeth all 
things? They will furely anfwer, Gop. Say, Will 
ye not therefore fear him? -This is therefore Gon, 
your true Lorp: and what remaineth there after 
truth, except error? How therefore are ye turned 
afide from the truth? Thus is the word of thy Lorn 
verified upon them who do wickedly; that they be- 
lieve not. Say, Is there any of your companions 
who produceth a creature, and then caufeth it to re- 
turn unto himfelf? Say, Gop produccth a creature, 
and then caufeth it to return unto himfelf. How 
therefore are ye turned afide from his worfhip? Say, 
Is there any of your companions who diretteth unto 
the truth? Say, Gop direttcth unto the truth. 
Whether is he therefore, who dire€teth unto the_ 
truth, more worthy to be followed; or he who di- 
reéteth not, unlefs he be dire&ed? What aileth you 
therefore, that ye judge as ye do? And the greater. 
part of them follow an uncertain opinion only; but 
a mere opinion aftaineth not unto any truth. Verily 
Gop knoweth that which they do. This Koran 
could not have been compofed by any except Gop ; 
but it is a confirmation of that which was revealed 
before it, and an explanation of the {cripture; there 
is no doubt thereof; fent down from the Lorp of all 


ous fancies. "It is pretended, that worthip of the pagan Arabs, are par- 
Gop will, at the laft-day, enable the ticularly intended in this place. 
jdo!s to fpeak, and that they will ~ Shall experience. J]-Some copies 
thus reproach their worfhippers, in- inflead of tablu, read tatlu, 1. ¢. 
flead of interceding for them, as fhall follow or meditate upon. 
they hoped. Some fuppofe the an- * See chap. 2. p. 19. not. P, 
gels, who were alfo objefts of the 

creatures, 
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creatures. Will they fay, Monammep hath forged 
it? Anfwer, Bring therefore a chapter like unto it; 
and call whom ye may to your affiftance, befides Gon, 
if ye fpeak ‘truth. But they have charged that 
with falfehood, the knowledge whereof they do 
not comprehend, neither hath the interpretation 
thereof come unto them. In the fame manner did 
thofe who were before them, accufe their prophets 
of impofture; but behold, what was the end of the 
unjuft. There are fome of them who believe therein; 
and there are fome of them who believe not there- 
in’: and thy Lorp well knoweth the corrupt doers. 
If they accufe thee of impolture, fay, I have my 
work, and ye have your work; ye fhall be clear of 
that which 1 do, and I will be clear of that which ye 
do. There are fome of them whe hearken unto thee ; 
but wilt thou make the deaf to hear, although they 
do not underftand? And there are fame of them who 
look at thee; but wilt thou direé the blind, although 
they fee not% Verily Gon will not deal unjuftly 
with men in any refpe&t: but men deal unjuftly with 
their own fouls*» On a certain day he will gather 
them together, as though they had not tarried> above 
an hour of a day: they fhall know one another’. 


Then 


Y There are fome of them who be- 
lieve therein, &c.J—i. e. There are 
fome of them who are inwardly well 
fatisfied of the truth of thy doétrine, 
though they are fo wicked as to op- 
pofe it; and there are others of 
them who believe it not, through 
prejudice and want of confideration. 
Or the paflage may be underftood 
in the future tenfe, of fome who 
fhould afterwards believe, and re 
pent, and of others who fhould die 
infidels (1). 

* There are fome of them who 
hearken unto thee; but wilt thou 
make the deaf to hear, &c.]—Thefe 
wosds were revealed on account of 
eertain Meccans, who fecemed to at- 


tend while Mohammed read the ne 


(1) Al Bsrpawi. 


ran to. mn, oF lees them in 
any point of religion, but yet were 
as far from being convinced or edifi- 
ore if they had not heard him at 
all(2). 

* Gop will not deal unjuflly with 
men; but they deal unjuftly with 
their own fouls. }—For Go» deprives 
them not of their fenfes, or under 
ftanding : but they corrupt and make 
an ill ufe of them. 

> As though they had net tarried.] 
~Either in the world, or in thegrave. 

* They fhall know one another. 

As if it were but a little while fince 
they parted. But this will happen 
during the firft moments only o 
the refurreQtion ; for afterwards the 
terror of the day will difturb and 
4 take 


(8) Idem. See chap. 6, 
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Then fhall they perifh who have denied the meeting 
of Gon; andthey were not rightly dire€&ted. Whe- 
ther we caufe thee to fee a part of the punifhment 
wherewith we have threatened them, or whether we 
caufe thee to die before thou fee it; unto us fhall the 

return: then fhall Gop be witnefs of that which they 
do. Unto every nation hath an apoftle been fent: 
and when their apoftle came, the matter was decided 
between them with equity’; and they were not 
treated unjuftly. The unbelievers fay, When will this 
threatening be made good, if ye {peak truth? Anfwer, 
Iam able neither to procure advantage unto myfelf, 
nor to avert mifchief from me, but as Gop pleafeth. 
Unto every nation is a fixed term decreed; when their 
term therefore is expired, they fhall not have refpite for 
an hour, neither fhall their punifhment be anticipated. 
Say, Teil me; if the punifhment of GOD overtake 
you by nighi, or by day, what part thereof will the 
ungodly wilh to be haftened? When it falleth on you, 
do ye then believe it? Now do ye believe, and with it 
far from you, when as ye formerly defired it fhould be 
hatened? Then fhallit be faid unto the wicked, Tafte 
ye the punifhment of eternity: would ye receive other 
than the reward of that which ye have wrought: They 
will defire to know of thee, whether this be true. An- 
fwer, Yea, by. my Lorp, It 1s certainly true; neither. 
fhall ye weaken GOD's power, fo as to efcape it. Ve- 
rily, if every foul which hath acted wickedly had what- 
ever is on the earth, it would willingly redeem itfelf 
therewith at the laft-day. Yet they will conceal their 
repentance‘, after they fhall have feen the punith- 


CHAP. 10. 


take from them all knowledge of 
one another (1). 
' 4 The matter was decided between 
them with equity.)—-By deliverin 
the prophet and thofe who believed 
on him, and deftroying the obfti- 
nate infidels. 

* They will conceal their repen- 
eance. ]——To hide their fhame and 


(1) Idem. 


(2) JanLaro’ppin, 


regret (@)5 oF becaufe their fur- 
prife and aflonifhment will deprive 
them of the ufe of fpeech (3). Some, 
however, underftand the verb which 
is here rendered, will conceal, in the 
contrary fignification, which tt fome- - 
times bears; and then it muff be tranf- 


ated, They will openly declare their 


repentance, &c. 
(3) Al Berpawi. 
ment ; 
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ment: and the matter fhall be decided between them 
with equity ; and they fhall not be unjuftly treated. 
Doth not whatfoever is in heaven and on earth belong 
unto Gon? Is notthe promife of Gop true? But 
the greater part of them know it not. _ He giveth 
life, and he caufeth to die; and unto him fhall ye 
all return. © men, now hath an admonition come 
unto you from your Lorn, and a remedy for the 
doubts which are in your breafts; and a dire€tion, 
and mercy unto the true believers. Say, Through the 
grace of Gop, and his mercy: therein therefore let 
them rejoice ; this will be better than what they hcap 
together of worldly riches. Say, Tell me; of that 
which Gop hath fent down unto you for food, have 
ye declared part to be lawful, and other part to be 
unlawful‘? Say, Hath Gop permitted you to make 
this diftin@tion? or do ye devife a lie concerning Gop? 
But what will be the opinion of thofe who devife a 
lie concerning Gop, on the day of the refurreétion ? 
Verily Gop is endued with beneficence towards man- 
kind; but the greater part of them do not give 
thanks. Thou fhalt be engaged in no bufinefs, neither 
fhalt thou be employed in meditating on any paflage 
_ppf the Koran; nor fhall ye do any a€tion, but we 
‘will be witnefles over you, when ye are employed 
therein. Nor is fo silt as the weight of an ant® 
hidden from thy Lorn in earth orin heaven: neither 
is there any thing leffer than that, or greater, but it is 
written in the perfpicuoys book” Are not the 
friends of Gop. the perfons on whom no fear {hall 
come, and who fhall not be grieved? They who be- 
lieve and fear GOD, fhall receive good tidings in 
this life, and in that which is to come. There is no 
change in the words of Gop. This fhall be 
at felicity. Let not their difcourfe' grieve thee ; 
or all might belongeth unto Gop: he both heareth 


See chap. 6, & See chap. 4: + Their difcourfe. ]—viz. The im- 

h The perfpicuous book.|—The pious and rebellious talk of the in- 
preferved table; wherein Goo's de- __fidels, 
crees are recorded. 


and 
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and knoweth. Is not whoever dwelleth in hcaven and 
on earth, fubyeEt unto Gop? What therefore do they 
follow, who invoke idols, befides Goo? They follow 
nothing but a vain opinion; and they only utter lies. 
It is he who hath ordained the night for-you, that ye 
may take your reft therein, and the clear day for 
labour: verily herein are figns unto people who 
hearken. They fay, Gop hath begotten children: 
Gop forbid! He is felf-fufficient. Unto him be- 
longeth whatfoever is in heaven and on earth: ye 
have no demonftrative proof of this. Do ye fpeak 
of Gop that which ye know not? Say, Verily they 
who imagine a lie concerning Gop, fhall not profper. 
They may enjoy a provifion in this world; but after: 
wards unto us fhall they return, and we will then 
caufe them to tafte a grievous punifhment, for that 
they were unbelievers. Rehearfe unto them the 
hiftory of Nosu*: when he faid unto his people, 
O my people, if my ftanding forth among you, and 
my warning you of the figns of Gop, be grievous 
unto you; in Gop do I put my truft. Therefore 
Jay your defign againft me, and affemble your falfe 
gods; but let not your defign be carried on by you in 
the dark: then come forth againft me, and delay 
pot. And if yetarn afide fram my admonitions, I a 
pot any reward of you for the fame'; I expe& my re- 
ward from Gon alone, and I am commanded to be one 
of thofe who are refigned unto him. But they accufed 
him of impofture; wherefore we delivered him, and 
thofé who were with him in the ark, and we caufed 
them to furvive the flood, but we drowned thofe who 
charged our figns with falfehood. Bechald therefore, 
what was the end of thofe who were warned by Noau. 
Then did we fend, after him, apoftles unto their 
refpective people, and they came unto them with 
evident demonftrations: yet they were not difpofed 


& See chap. 7. = We fent, after him, apoftlesun- 
#2 afk not ae reward, &c.] to their refpeftive peor: ~As Hud, 
Therefore ye cannot excufe your- Saleh, Abraham, Lot, and Shoaib, to 
ielves by faying thatl am burthen- thofe of Ad, Thamid, Babel, So- 
fome to you. dom, and Midma, ; 
@ 
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to believe in that which they had before rejefted as 
falfe. Thus do we feal up the hearts of the tranf- 
greffors. Then did we fend, after them, Moses and 
AARON unto PHaraon, and his princes with our 
figns*: but they behaved proudly, and were a wicked 
people. And when the truth from us had come 
unto them, they faid, Verily this is manifeft forcery. 
Moses faid unto them, Do ye fpeak this of the truth, 
after it hath come unto you? Is this forcery? but 
forcerers fhall not profper. They faid, Art thou 
come unto usto turn us afide from that religion, 
which we found our fathers praétife; and that ye 
two may have the command in the land? But we 
dio not believe you. And PuHaraoun faid, Bring 
unto me every expert magician, And when the 
magicians were come, Moses faid unto them, 
Caft down that which ye are about to caft down. 
And when they had caft down their rods and cords 
Moses faid unto them, The enchantment which ye 
have performed, fhall Gop furely render vain; for 
Gop profpereth not the work of the wicked doers. 
And Gop will verify the truth of his words, although 
the wicked be averfe thereto. And there believed 

tt any on Mosgzs, except a generation of his peo- 

e°, for fear of PHaraou and of his princes, left 

2 fhould afflict them. And PHaraon was lifted 
up with pride in the earth, and was furely one of the 
tran{greflors. And Mosszs faid, O my people, if 
ye believe in Gop, put your truft.in him, if ye be 
refigned to his will, They anfwered, We put our 
truft in Gop: O Lorp, fuffer us not to be afflifted 
by unjuft people; but deliver us, through thy mercy, 
from the unbelieving people. And we fpake by 
infpiration unto Moszs and his brother, faying, 


® See chap. 7. fear of the king. But fome fuppofe 
ne acre a generation of his péo- the pronoun, his, refers to Pharaoh, 
ple. J——For when he firft began to and that thefe were conan cee 
preach, a few of the younger Ifra- who, together with his wife Afia, 
clites only believed on him; the believed om Motes (1). 

ers not giving ear to him, for 


(1) Al Berpawi, : 
Provide 
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Provide habitations for your people in Ecyrt, and 
make your houfes a place of worlhip®, and be con- 
ftant at prayer; and bear good news unto truc be- 
lievers. And Moses faid, O Lorop, verily thou 
haft given unto Paraon and his people pompous 
ornaments ®, and riches in this prefent life, O Lorn, 
that they may be feduced from thy way: O Lorp, 
bring their riches to nought, and harden their hearts; 
that they may not believe, unt they fee their griev- 
sus punifhment. GOD faid, Your petition is 
heard’; be ye upright therefore’, and follow not 
the way of thofe who are ignorant. And we caufed 
the children of Israrx to pafs through the fea; and 
Puaraon and his army followed them in a violent 
and hoftile manner; until, when he was drowning, 
he faid, I believe that there is no Gop but he, on 
whom the children of Israzx believe; and Iam one 
of the refigned'. Now doft thou believe; when thou 
haft been hitherto rebellious, and one of the wicked 
doers? This day will we raife thy body" from the 

bottom 


CHAP. 10, 


e A place of worlhip. ]—So Jalla- 
lo’ddin expounds the orginal word 
Kebla, which properly fignihes that 
place or quarter towards which one 
prays. Whercfore al Zamakhfhari 
{uppofes, that the Ifraclitcs are here 
ordered to difpofe their oratorics in 
fucha manner, that, when thcy pray- 
ed, their faces might be tirned to- 
wards Mecca; which he imagines 
avas the Kebla of Mofes, as it is that 
ofthe Mohammedans. The former 
commentator adds, that Pharaoh had 
forbidden the Hraelites to pray to 
Gon; for which teafon they were 
obliged 10 perform that duty private- 
dy in their houles. 

“a Ornaments. J—~As magnificent 
capparel, chariots, and the like. 

* Your petition is heard. |-—-The 
ypronoun is in the dual number ; 
nhe antecedent being Moles and 
Aaron. The commentators fay, that 
ia eonfequence of this prayer, all 


(3) 


the treafures of Egypt were turned 
into ones (1). 

* Be ye upright. ]—Or as a] Bei- 
dawi interprets it, Be ye conflant 
and fteady in preaching to the peo- 
ple. The Mohammedans pretend 
that Mofes continued in Egypt no 
lefs than forty years, after he had 
firft publifhed his mfhon: which 
cannot be reconciled to {c:ipture. 

' I believe that there is no Goo 
but he, &c.J-Thefe words, it is faid, 
Pharaoh repeated often in his extre- 
mity, that he might be heard. But 
his repentance caine too late; for 
Gabriel foon flopped his mouth 
with mud, left he fhould obtain 
mercy; reproaching him at the 
fame time in the words which fol- 


low. 
© We will raife thy dead body, &c. ] 
——Some of the children of Ifrael 
doubting whether Pharaoh was really 
drowned: Gabriel, by Gon's coms 
mand, 
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tom of the fea, that thou mayeft be a fign unto 
hole who fhall be after thee; and verily a great 
aumber of our men are negligent of our figns. And 
we prepared for the children of Israex an eftablithed 
dwelling in the‘land of Canaan, and we provided 
good things for their fuftenance: and they differed 
not in point of religion, until knowledge had come 
unto them™; verily thy Lorp will judge between 
them on the day of refurreétion, concerning that 
wherein they difagreed. If thou art in a doubt con- 
cerning any part of that which we have fent down 
unto thee*, afk them who have read the book of the 
law before thee. Now hath the truth come unto 
thee from thy Lorn; be not therefore one of thole 
who doubt: neither be thou onc of thofe who charge 
the figns ef Gon with falfehood, left thou become one 
of thofe who perifh. Verily thofe againft whom the 
word of thy Lop is decreed, fhalf not believe, al- 
though there come unto them every kind of miracle ; 
until they fee the grievous punifhment prepared for 
them. And if it were not fo, fome city, among the 
many which have been deftroyed, would have believ- 
1; and the faith of its inhabitants would have been of 
vantage unto them: but none of them believed, be- 
ire the execution of their fentence, except the people 
Jonas’. When they believed, we delivered ra 
rom 


cermng the truth of the hiftorics 
which are here related. The com- 
mentators doubt wheiher the per- 
fon here {poken to, be Mohammeid 
himfelf, or his auditor. : 

_ The people of Jonas. ]-viz. The 
inhabitants of Ninive, which flood 


mand, caufed his naked corpfe to 
Swim to fhore, that they might {ee 
it (1). e word here tranflated 
body, fignifying allo a coat of mail, 
fOme imagine the meaning to be, 
that his corpfe floated armed with 

is coat of mail, which they tell us 


wi of gold, by which they knew 
it was he. 
-9M%-Until after knowledge had come 
unto them. ]—i.e. After the law had 
oe revealed, and publifhed by Mo- 
es. 


* Concerning that which we have 
ferst down unto thee, ]~Shat is, cou- 


on or near the place where al 
Mawfel now flands. This people 
having corrupted themfelves wih 
idolatry, Jonas the fon of Matrai 
(or Amittai, which the Mohamme- 
dans fuppofe to be the name of his 
mother,) an Lfraelite of v3 tribe 
of Benjamin, was feat by Gop to 
pre 


{1) See Exed. xiv, ge. 
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from the punifhment of fhame in this world, and 
fuffered them to enjoy their lives and poffeffions for a 
ame*. But if the Lorn had pleafed, verily all 
who are in the earth would have believed in general. 
Wilt thou therefore forcibly compel men to be true 
believers? No foul can believe, but by the permiffion 
of Gop: and he fhall pour out his indignation on 
thofe who will not underftand. Say, Confider what- 
ever is in heaven and on earth: but figns are of no 
avail, neither preachers unto people who will not be- 
lieve. Do they therefore expeé any other than fome 
terrible judgment, like unto the judgments which have 
fallen on thofe who have gone before them? Say, 
Wait ye the iffue ; and I alfo will wait with you: then 
will we deliver our apoftles and thofe who believe. 
Thus it 1s a juftice due from us, that we fhould deli- 
ver the true believers. Say, O men of Mecca, if 
ye be in doubt concerning my religion, verily I wor- 
fhip not the idols which ye worfhip, befides Gop ; 
but I worfhip Gop, who will caufe you to die: and I 
am commanded to be one of the true believers. And 
it was faid unto me, Set thy face towards the true reli- 
gion, and be orthodox; and by no means be one of 
thofe who attribute companions unto Gop; neither 
invoke, befides Gon, that which can neither profit 
thee nor hurt thee: for if thou do, thou wilt then 
certainly become one of the unjult. If Gop affli& 


‘preach to, and reclaim them. hung dire@ly over their city, they 
When he fir began to exhort them = were in a terrible confternatren, and 
to repentance, inftead of hearken- getting into the fields, with their fa- 
ing to him, they ufed him very ill, milies and cattle, they put on fack- 
fo that he was obliged to leave the cloth, and humbled themfelves be. 
city, threatening them, at his de- fore Gop, calling aloud for pardon 
‘parture, that they fhould be de- and fincerely repenting of their paft 
Mroyed within three days, or as  wickednefs. Whereupon Gop was 
others fay, within forty (1). But pleafed to forgive them, and the 
‘when-the time drew near, andthey ftorm blew over va 

‘faw the heavens overcafl with a * For a time.j—i.e. Until the 

lack cloud, which fhot forth fire, died according to the ordinary courfe 
and filled the air with {moke, and of nature. 


(1) See Jonahint.4. (2) Al Bespawi, JanLaro’ppin, Asurrnn, 
e chap. 21, and 37. 


thee 


a= 


‘ dtin@lly explaine 
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thee with hurt, there is none who can relieve thee 
from it, except he; and if he willeth thee any good, 
there is none who can keep back his bounty: he will 
confer it on fuch of his fervamts as he pleafeth; and 
he is gracious and merciful. Say, O men, now 
hath the truth come unto you from your Lorn. He 
therefore who fhall be dire&ted, will be diref&ted to 
the advantage of his own foul; but he who fhall err, 
will err only againft the fame. Iam no guardian over 
you. Dothou, O prophet, follow that which ts re- 
vealed unto thee: and perfevere with patience, unt# 
Gop fhall judge; for he is the beft yudge. 


CHAP. XI. 


Intitled, Hup*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.R.* This book, 


the verfes whereof are 


guarded a corruption *, and are alfo di- 


4 is a revelation from the wife, the 


knowing GOD: that ye ferve not any other Gop; 


* The flory of which prophet is 
repeated in this chapter. 
See the Prelim. Dife. p. 78, &c. 
© The verfes whereof are guarded 
againft Sadia soar epee ap to 
the various fenfes which the verb 
olkimat, in the original, may bear, 
the commentators fuggeft as many 
different interpretations. Some {up- 
pofe the meaning to be, according 
to our verfion, that the Koran is not 
liable to be corrupted (1), as the 
law and the gofpel have been, in 
the opinion of the Mohammedans : 
others, that every verfe in this par- 
ucular chapter is in full force, and 
notone of them abrogated : others, 
that the verfes of the Koran are dif- 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. p. 98, 99. 


"pain, Al Zamaxnawari, &c. 


pofed im a clear and perfpicuous 
method, or containevident and de- 
monftrative arguments: and others, 
that they comprife judicial declara- 
trons to regtilate both faith and prac- 


tice (2). ; 
< And are alfo diftin@ly explain- 

ed.J—The fgnification of the verb 

fofhlat, which is here ufed, being 


ae ae ee of = 
e is fuppofed to be, either that: 
the verits are difingtly propofed or 
expreffed in a clear manner ; or that 
the fubje&t matter of the whole may 
be diftinguifhed or divided into laws, 
monitions, and examples; or elfe 
that the verfes were revealed by 
parcels (g). 


(2) Al Bervawr, Janta- 


(g) lidem. 
(verily 
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(verily I am a denouncer of threats, and a bearer of 
good tidings unto you from him;) and that ye afk 
pardon of your Lor, and then be turned unto him. 
He will caufe you to enjoy a plentiful provifion, un- . 
til a prefixed time: and unto every one that hath 
merit by good works, will he give his abundant re- 
ward. But if ye turn back, verily I fear for you the 
punifhment of the great day: unto Gop fhall ye re- 
turn; and he is almighty. Do they not double the 
folds of their breafts*, that they may conceal thei: 
defigns from him? When they cover themfelves with 
their garments, doth he not know that which they 
conceal, and that which they difcover? For he know. 
eth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men‘. 
* There is no creature which creepeth on the earth, 
but Gop provideth its food; and he knoweth the 
place of its retreat, and where it is laid up* The 
whole is written in the perfpicuous book of his d.- 


crees. 


It is he who hath created the heavens and the 


earth, in fix days, (but his throne was above the 
waters before the creation thereof',) that he might 
prove you, and fee which of you would excel in 


works. If thou fay, Ye fhall furely be raifed agan 


© Do they nat double the folds of 
their breafts.}——Or as it may be 
tranflated, Do they not turn away 
their breafts, &c. 

f This paflage was occafioned by 
the words of certain idolaters, who 
{aid to one another, When we let 
down our curtains, (fuch as the wo- 
men ufe in the eaft to {creen them- 
felves from the fightofthe men, when 
they happen to be in the room,) and 
wrap ourfelves up in our garments, 
and foldupour breafls, to conceal our 
malice againft Mohammed, how 
fhould he come to the knowledge of 
it? Some {uppole the paflage relates 
to certain bypocritical Moflems ; but 
this opinion is generally rejeéled, be- 
caufe the verfe wasreveal dat Mec- 
ca, and the birth of hypocrify amor 
the Mohammedans happened not ti 
after the Hejra. 





¢ The place of its retreat, a | 
where it is laid up.J——i. ¢ Bot 
during its i ar its deat; 
or the repofitory of every anima! 
before its birth, in jhe’ lois and 
wombs of the parents. 

» But histhrone was above the wa- 
ters, before the creation thereof. }—. 
For the Mohammedans fuppofe this 
throne, and the waters whereon it 
flands, which waters they imagine 
are fupported by a {pirit or wind, 
were, with fome other things, cre- 
ated before the heavens and earth. 
This fancy they borrowed from the 
Jews, who alfo fay, that the throne 
of gloty then ftoad in the air, and 
was borne on the face of the wa- 
ters, by the breath of Gon’s mouth 


(je 


- (1) Rasus, ad Genef.i. 2. V.Revanp. de relig. Moh. pe 50, &c- 
’ after 
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after death; the unbelievers will fay, This is nothing 
but manifeft forcery. And verily if we defer their 
punifhment unto a determined feafon, they will fay, 
What hindereth it from falling on us? Wilt it not 
come upon them on a day, wherein there fhall be 
none to avert it from them; and that which pa! 
{coffed at fhall encompafs them ? Verily, if we caule 
man to tafte mercy from us, and afterwards take it 
away from him; he will furely become defperate ‘, and 
ungrateful. And if we caufe him to tafte favour, 
after an affli€tion hath befallen him, he will furely fay, 
The evils which I fuffered are paffed from me; and he 
will become joyful and infolent: except thofe who 
perfevere with patience, and do that which is right ; 
they fhall receive pardon, and a great reward. Per- 
adventure thou wilt omit to publifh part of that which 
hath been revealed unto thee, and thy breaft will 
become ftraitened, left they fay, Unlefs a treafure be 
fent down unto him, or an angel come with him, to 
bear witnefs unto him, we will not believe. Verily 
thou art a preacher only ; and Gon is the governor of 
all things. Will they fay, he hath forged the Koran? 
.. Anfwer, Bring therefore ten chapters* like unto it, 
“forged by yourfelves; and call on whomfoever ye may 
to affift you, except Gon, if ye fpeak truth. But 
if they whom ye call to your affiftance hear you 
not; know that this book hath been revealed by the 
knowledge of Gop only', and that there is no 
Gop but he. Will ye therefore bedome Moflems ? 
Whofo choofeth the prefent life, and the pomp 
thereof, unto them will we give the recompenfe of their 


' Defperate. |———Cafling afide all comparable to the Kor&n in do@rine 
hopes of the divine favour, for want and eloquence. 
of patience and truft in Gon. By the knowledge of Gop only. } 
* Ten chapters. }—This was the -——Or containing feveral 9 
number which he firft challenged wrapped up in dark and myfterious 
them to compofe ; but they not be- expreffions, which can proceed from, 
ing -able todo it, he made the mat- and are perfe&lly comprehended by, 
ter till eafier, challenging them to none but Gon (e). 
produce a fingle chapter only (1), 


(1) See chap, 2. p. 5. Chap. 10. (2) See chap. 3. p. 35- 
Vou, II. B works 
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works therein, and the fame fhall not be diminifhed 
unto them. Thefe are they for whom no other re- 
ward is prepared in the next life, except the fire of 
hell: that which they have done in this life fhall 
perihh ; and that which they have wrought fhall be 
yain. Shall he therefore be compared with them, who 
followeth the evident declaration of his Lorp, and 
whom a witnefs from him™ attendeth, preceded by 
the book of Mosgs*, which was revealed for a guide, 
and out of mercy to mankind? Thefe believe in the 
Koran: but whofoever of the confederate infidels 
believeth not therein, is threatened with the fire of 
hell, which threat fhall certainly be executed : be not 
therefore in a doubt concerning it; for it is the 
truth from thy Lorp.: but the greater part of men 
will not believe. Who is more unjuft than he wha 
imagineth a lie concerning Gop? They fhal] be fet 
before their Lorn, at the day of judgment, and the 
witneffes° fhall fay, Thefe are they who devifed lies 
againft their Lorn, Shall not the curfe af Gop fall 
on the unjuft; who turn men afide from the way of 
Gop, and feek to render it crooked, and who believe 
not in the life to come ? Thefe were not able .te pre-. 
vail againft GOD on earth, foas toefcape punifhmenty‘ 
neither had they any prote€tors befides Gap ; their 
punjfhment fhall be doubled unto them’. - They 
could not hear, neither did they fee, Thefe are 
they who have loft their fouls; and the idols which 
they falfely imagined, haye abandoned them. .. There 
is no na but they fhall be moft miferable in the 
world to. come. But as for thofe wha believe, and 
do good works, and humble themfelves before their 
Loxp, they fhall be the inhabitants of paradife; they 
fhall remain therein for ever. The fimilitude of the 
two parties’ is as the blind and the deaf, and as he 


_® A witnels from him. ]—viz. The own members. 


Koran ; or, as others fuppofe, the 
angel Gabriel. 

» Preceded by the book of Mofes. ] 
Which bears teftimony thereto. 

° The witnefles.]—That is, The 
angels, and prophes, and their 


? Their punifhment fhal! be dou- 
bled.]—For they fhall be punifhed 
both in this life, and in the next. 

« Of the two parties J—i. ec. The 

a. 


believers and the 
who 
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who feeth and heareth : fhall they be compared as equal ? 
Will ye not therefore confider? We formerly: fent 
Noau' unto his people; and he faid, Verily I.ama 
public preacher unto you ;that ye worfhip Gop alone: 
verily I fear for you the punifhment of the terrible day. 
But the chiefs of his people, who bélieved not, an- 
{wered, We fee thee to be no other than a man, lke 
unto us; and we do not fee that any follow thee, ex- 
cept thofe whore the moft abje& among us, who have 
believed on thee by a rafh judgment *, neither do we 
perceive any excellence in you above us : but we efteem 
you to be liars, Noax faid, O my people, tell me; if 
I have received an evident declaration from my Lorn, 
and he hath beftowed on me mercy from himfelf, which 
is hidden from you, do we compel you to receive the 
fame, in cafe ye be averfe thereto? O my people, I 
afk not of you any riches, for my preaching unto you: 
my reward is with Goo alone. 1 will not drive away 
thofe who have believed‘: verily they fhall meet their 
Lorp, at the refurre€tion ; but I perceive that ye are 
ignorant men. Omy people, who fhall afift me again 
Gop, if I drive them away? Will ye not therefore 
-confider ? I fay not unto you, The treafures of Gop 
‘ere in my power ; neither do I fay, I know the fecrets 
of GOD: neither do I fay, Verily I am an angel"; 
neither do I fay of thofe whom your eyes do contemn, 
Gop will by no means beftow good on them: (Gon 
beft knoweth that which is in their fouls;) for then 
fhould I certainly be one of the usjuft. They an- 
fwered, O Noan, thou haft already difputed with 
us, and haft multiplied difputes with us; naw there- 
fore do thou bring that punifhment upon us wherewith 
thou haft threatened us, if thou fpeakeft ‘truth, 


® See chap. 7. him to do, becaufe they were peer 
* By a rath judgraent.]—For want mean prerie The fame thing the 
of mature conligeratign, and moved Korea nded af Mohammed, 
by the fir impulfe of their fancy. | but he was forbidden ta comply with 
* Twill net drive away thofe who their requeft (1). 
have believed. J—For this they afked  * See chap. 6. 


(1) See chap. 6, 
Ba Noan 
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Noau faid, Verily Gop alone fhall bring it upon 
ou, if he pleafeth ; and ye fhall not prevail againft 
im, fo as to efcape the fame. Neither fhall my 
counfel profit you, although I endeavour to coun- 
fel you aright, if Gop {hall pleafe to lead you into 
error. He is your Lorp, and unto him fhall ye 
return. Will the Meccans fay, MoHAmMEp hath 
forged the Koran? Anfwer, If I have forged it, 
on me be my guilt; and let me be clear of that which 
ye are guilty of. And it was revealed unto Noan, 
faying, Verily none of thy people fhall believe, 
except he whu hath already believed: be not there- 
fore grieved, for that which they are doing. But 
make an ark in our prefence, according to the form 
and dimenfions which we have revealed unto thee : 
and {peak not unto me in behalf of thofe who have 
atted unjuftly ; for they are doomed to be drowned. 
And he built the ark ; and fo often as a company of 
his people paffed by him, they dended him’: bui 
he faid, Though ye fcoff at us now, we will {coff at 
you hereafter, as ye {coff at us; and ye fhall furcl, 
know on whom a punifhment fhall be infli€ted, which 
fhall cover him with fhame, and on whom a lafting _ 
punifhment fhall fall. ‘Thus were they employed untik 
our fentence was put in execution, and the over 
poured forth water*. And we faid unto Noan, Carry 
inte 


~ They derided him.]—For build- 
ing a veffel in an inland country, and 
fo far from the fea; aad for that he 
was turned carpenter, ‘after he had 
fet up for a prophet (1). 

= And the oven poured forth wa- 
ter.J—Or, as the original literally 


& » boiled over; which is con- 
fonant to what the Rabbins fay, that 
iling 


= waters of the deluge were 

This oven was, as fome fay, at 
Cafa, in a Spot whereon a mofque 
mow flands; or, as others rather 
. think, in a certain place in India, 


(1) Al Be:paws. 


(2) Idem. 


or elfe at Ain warda in Mefopota» 
mia (2); and its exundation was 
the ign by which Noah knew the 
flood was coming (9). Some prr- 
tend that it was fame ove: 
which Eve made ufe of to bake br 
bread in, being of a form differen: 
from thofe we ufe, having the 
mouth in the upper part, and thet 
it defcended from patriarch to pz- 
triarch, till it came to Noah (4). jit 
is remarkable that Mohammed, i:. 
all probability, borro this ci:. 
cumftance from the Perfian Mag. 
who alfo fancied that the firl wa. 


tcre 


(3) Jaxzaro'ppin, 


1) V. D’Haxsgrot, Bidl. Orient. art. Noah. 
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into the Ark of every fpecies of animals one pair ’, and 
thy family *, (except him on whom a previous fen- 
tence of deftruGion hath paffed’,) and thofe who be- 
lieve’. But there believed not with him, except a 
fews, And Noau faid, Embark thereon, in the 
~name of Gop; while it moveth forward, and while 
it ftandeth ftill¢; for my Lorp is gracious and mer- 


ters of the deluge guthed out of the 
oven of acertain old woman named 
Zala Cifa (1). 


But the word tannur, which 1s 
here tranflated oven, alfo fignifying 
the fuperficies of the earth, ora place 
whence waters {pring forth, or where 
they are collef&ted, fome fuppofe it 
means no more in this paffage, than 
the {pot or fiflure whence the firft 
eruption of waters brake forth. 

¥ One pair.J—Or, as the words 
may alfo be rendered, and fome com- 
mentators think they ought, two 

air, that is two males, and two 
Females of each fpecies; wherein 
they partly agree with divers Jewith 
and Chriftian writers (2), who from 
the Hebrew expreffion, feven and 
 feyen, and two and two, the male 
“and his female (3), fuppofe there 
went into the ark fourteen pair of 
every clean, and two pair of every 
unclean {pecies. There isa tradition 
that Goo gathered together unto 
Noah, all forts of beafts, birds and 
other animals, (it being indeed diffi. 
cult to conceive how he fhould come 
hy them all, without fome fuperna- 
tural affiftance,) and that as he laid 
hold on them, his right-hand conf- 
tantly fell on the , and his left 

an the female (4). 

* Thy family.]-Namely thy wife; 
and thy fons, and their wives (5). 
* Except him on whom a previous 


fentence of defiruétion hath ait rendere 
3 


ciful. 


This was an unbelieving fon of 
Noah {Ph named Canaan )s or 
Yam (8); though others fay be was 
not the fon of Noah, but his grand- 
fon by his fon Ham, or his wife’s 
fon by another bufband ; wat fome 
retend he was related to him no 
arther than by having been educated 
and brought up in his hoafe (6). 
The beft commentators add, thas 
Noah’s wife, named Waila, who 
was an infidel, was alfo compre- 
hended in this exceptien, and perifh- 
ed with her fon (10). 

» And thofe who believe.]—No= 
ah’s family being mentioned before, 
it 18 fuppofed that by thefe words are 
intended the other believers, who 
were his profelytes, but not of his 
family: whence the common Opi- 
mion among the Mohammedans, of 
a greater number than eight being 
faved in the ark, feems to have taken 
its rife (11). 

© There believed noe with him ex- 
cepta few. }——viz. His other wife, 
who was a true believer, his three 
fons, Shera, Ham, and Japhet, and 
their wives, ‘and feventy-two per- 
fons more (38) : 

¢ Emb in the name of 
Gon, while it moveth forward, and 
while ig flandeth full. 
omit no Opportunity 
board. According to 
reading, the latter words 

d, Who hall caufex ner 


(1) V. Hypa derel. vet. Perfar. and Loxn’s account of the relig. of the 


erfees, p. g, 

(3) Genel. vii.w. (4) 
y) Jatvaro’pain, Al Batpawi. 
aMAKHeNaa?, WV 

LALO’DDIN, 


(18) See ibid. 


~-D'H . Babl. Orient. p. 
Al Zausnusuani, Al Batsiwi: . O79 1) Sec chap. bh 


(2) Asam Ezaa, Justin Mantya, Oniasn, 
ALLALO’DDIN. 


Baivaws. (6) Yauva. 
w Suonnan. Al 


1Q) Jala 


, At KORAN. Cuap. 11, 


ciful. And the ark fwam with them between waves 
like mountains‘: and Noau called unto his fon‘, 
who was feparated from him, faying, Embark with 
us, my fon, and ftay not with the unbelievers. He 
anfwered, I will get on. a mountain, which will {e- 
cure me from the water. Noau replied, There is 
no fecurity this day from the decree of Gon, except 
for him on whom he fhall have mercy. And a 
wave pafled between them, and he became one of 
thofe who were drowned. And it was faid, O earth, 
{wallow up thy waters, and thou, O heaven, with- 
hold thy rain. And immediately the water abated, 
and the decree was fulfilled, and the ark refted on 
the mountain AL Jupi®; andit was faid, Away with 

the 


32. 


is a tradition of the eaftern Chrifli- 


forward, and to flop, as there fhall 
ans (8), fome of whom pretended 


be occafion. The commentators 


tell us that the ark moved forwards 
or ftood ftill, as Noah would have 
it, on his pronouncing only the 
words, In the name of Gon (1). 

It is to be obferved, that the more 
judicious commentators, make the 
dimenfions of the ark to be the fame 
with thofe afligned by Mofes (2) ; 
notwithfanding others have en- 
cy them moft extravagantly (3), 
as fome Chriftian writers (4) have 
alfo done. They likewife tell us 
that Noah was two yearsin build- 


the ark, which was framed of 


i 

Yndian plane tree (5), that it was 
divided into three fories, of which 
the lower was defigned forthe beatts 
the middle one for the men and 
women, and the upper for the 
birds (6); and that the men were 
feparated from the women by the 
body of Adam, which Noah had 
taken into the ark (7). This lait 


{1) Al Berpawr, &c. - 
RACC. In 
de Arca Noe, c. 8. 5 
Eviyeu. p> 34. 
(7) Yauya. 


. 1. ¢, 14. Evrycn. ubi fup. 
io) Ausnon de Noa & Arca, c. at. 
(11) Al Barpawt. 


atriarchar. v. 1. p. 409. 
og. 1.14. C. Ze 


Alco V Oe ancl VK 
- p. . contr. Cell. 1.4. Ve AURCHER, 
Ca ep eens V. D’Harsgt. p. 675. & 


that the matrimonial duty was fu- 
perfeded and fufpended during the 
time Noah and his family were in 
the ark ‘(g); though Ham has been 
accufed of not obferving continency 
on that occafion, his wife, it feems, 
banging forth Canaan in the very 
°). 


ark as ; 
° Between waves like mountains. } : 


-The waters prevailing fifteen cubits 
above the mountains (11). : 

f See above, not. *. 

¢ And the ark _refted upon the 
mountain Al Jidi. ]|—This mountain 
isoneof thofe which divide Armenia 
on the fouth, from Mefopotamia ‘and 
that part of Affyria, which is inha- 
bited by the Curds, from whom the 
mountains took the name of Ca:du, 
or Gardu, by the Greeks turned into 

rdyzi, and other names (12). 
Mount Al Jidi, (which name feems 
to be a corruption, though it be 


(3) Yanya. V. Mane 


Barpaws. V. Evtveun. annal. p. 


6) Al ‘ 
(8) io cos. Epzssznus, apud Barcepham de LA 


V. etiam Exizzan. pirke c. 29. 
10) V. Hainrccer. Hilt. 


(12) See Boe nant. 


nt 
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the utigodly people! And Noan called upon his 
Lorp, and faid, O Lorp, verily my fon is of my 
farnily ; and thy promife is true‘: for thou art the 
moft juft of thofe who exercife judgment. GOD 
anfwered, O Noau, verily he is not of thy family’: 
this interceffion of thine for him, is not a righteous 
work *, . Afk not of me therefore that wherein thou 


conftantly fo written by the Arabs, 
for Jordi or Giordi) is alfo called 
Thamanin (*) probaly from a 
town at the foot of it (2), fo named 
from the number of perfons faved 
in the ark, the word Thamanin fig- 
nifying eighty, and overlooks the 
country of Diyar Rabiah, near the 
cities of Mawfel, Forda, and Jazi- 
rat Ebn Omar, which Jatt place one 
affirms to be but four miles from the 
lace of the ark, and fays that a Mo- 
peta temple was built there 
with the remains of that veffel, by 
the Khalif Gmar Ebn Abd’alaziz, 
whom he by miftake calls Omar Ebn 
al Khattab (3). 
The tradition which affirms the 
ark to have refted on thefe moun- 
tains muft have been very ancient, 
fince it is the tradition of the Chal- 
deans themfelves (4): the Chaldee 
paraphrafts confent to their opini- 
On (§), which obtained very much 
formerly, efpecially among the eaft- 
ern Chriftians (6). To confirm it, 
we are told, that the remainders of 
the ark were to be feen on the 
Gordvzan ‘mountains: Berofus and 
Abydenus both declare there was 
uch a report in their time (7) ; the 
firft obferving that feveral of the in- 
habitants thereabouts fcraped the 
pitch off the planks as a tarity, and 
carried it about them fot an afnu- 
let ; and the latter faying, that the 
ufed the wood of the veffel agai 


) . Nub., p. 202. 


(4) Banosua apud Jofeph. 


vatuan, in Genel. vill. 4. 


ROSUB, m ee 
c. 4. : . 18. 
Chronic: bee sine 

$.p.13g. (32) Al Bsipawi. 


B4 


6) V. Eurycu. Annal, 1. 
ofeph. ubi fap, Asyoanos, apod Eufeb’ Prep. 


many difeafes with wonderful fue- 
cefs. The relics of the ark were 
alfo to be feen here in the time of 
Epiphanius, if we ihay believe hit 
(8) ; and we are told the emperor 
eraclius went from the town of 
Thamanin up to the mountain Al 
didi, and faw the place of the ark (9). 
here was alfo formerly a famous 
monaftery, called the monaftery of 
the ark, upon fome of thefe moun 
tains, where the Neflorians ufed to 
celebrate a feaft-day on the fpot 
where they fuppofed the ark refted : 
but in the year of Chrift 76. that 
monaftery was deftroyed by light- 
ning, with the church, and a nou- 
merous Congregation in it (10). 
Since which time it feems the credit 
of this tradition hath declined, and 
given place to another, which ob- 
tains at prefent, and according to 
which the ark refted on mount Mafis 
in Arthenta, ealled by the Turks, 
Aghir dagh, or the heavy or great 
mountain, and fituate about twelve 
leagues fouth-eaft of Erivan (11). 

» Thy promife is true. }—Noah 
here challenges Gon’s promife, that 
he would fave his family. 

i He is wot of thy family. ]}—Being 
cut off from it on account of his in- 
fidelity. 
hic eve to a gs read- 
Ing, this age me rendered, 
For he bad ath untyghteoully. 


Ge V. D’ e Bi e Oniene e we 
Pa 6. ap Geeenae oon 1,14. 4 i ha gab Y $ 
ntiq. |. 1. 


znyamtm. Itiner, p. 


. 4. (5) Ounzros & Ja 


Ev. 1. 
Exrmacin. |. 3.¢. 4. (1¢) v. 


triarch. Jacobitar. apud Affeman, Bibl, Orient. T. 


haft 
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haft no knowledge: I admonifh thee that thou be- 
come not one of the ignorant. Noau faid, O Lorn, 
I have recourfe unto thee for the affiftance of thy 
grace, that I afk not of thee that wherein I have no 
knowledge: and unlefs thou forgive me, and be 
merciful unto me, I fhall be one of thofe who perifh. 
It was faid unto him, O Noan, come down from 
the ark', with peace from us, and bleffings upon 
thee, and upon a part of thofe who are with thee": 
but as for a part of them’, we will fuffer them to 
enjoy the provifion of this world; and afterwards fhall 
a grievous punifhment from us be infli€ted on them, 
in the life to come. This is a fecret hiftory, which we 


reveal unto thee: thou didft not know it, neither - 


did thy people, before this. Wherefore perfevere 
with patience; for the profperous iffue fhall attend 
the pious. And unto the tribe of Ap we fent their 
brother Hup*. He faid, O my people, worfhip 
Gop; ye have no Gop befides him: ye only ima- 
gine falfehood, in fetting up idols and interceffors of 
your own making. O my people, I afk not of you 
for this my preaching, any recompenfe: my recom- 
penfe do I expett from him only, who hath created 
me. Will ye not therefore underftand? O my peo- 


» 


le, afk pardon of your Lorn; and be turned unto’ 
him: he will fend the heaven to pour forth rain plen- 


tifully upon you’; and he will increafe your ftrength 
by giving unto you farther ftrength?: therefore turn 


? Come down from the ark, &c. ]- 
The Mohammedans fay that Noah 
went into the ark on the tenth of 
Rajeb, and came out of it the tenth 
of al Mobharram; which therefore 
became a faft. So that the whole 
time. of Noah’s being in the ark, ace 
c to them, was fix months (1). 

@ With peace, and bleffing, ona 
pat of them, }—viz. Such of them 
as continued in their belief. 

* But as fora part of them. }-That 
is, fuch of his pofterity as fhould 


(1) Al Berpawt. See D’Haassx. udi fup. 


chap. Je (3) Al Bzipawi. 


part from the true faith, and fall 
into idolatry. 

° See chap. 7. ; 

® He will fend yoo rain plentiful- 
ly.]—For the Adites were grievoully 
diflrefled by a drought for three 
years (2). 

¢ And will increafe your flrength. J 
By giving you children ; the 
wombs of their wives being alfo ren. 
dered barren, during the time of the 
drought, as well as their lands (3). 





(2) See the notes to 


not 
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not afide to commit evil. They anfwered, O Hun, 
thou haft brought us no proof of what thou fayeft ; 
therefore we will not leave our gods for thy faying, 
‘neither do we believe thee. We fay no other than that 
fome of our gods have afflitted thee with evil’. He 
replied, Verily I call Gon to witnefs, and do ye alfo 
bear witnefs, that I am clear of that which ye affociate 
with GOD, befides him. Do ye all therefore join to 
devife a plot againft me, and tarry not; for I put my 
confidence in Gop, my Lorp and your Lorp. There 
is no beaft, but he holdeth it by its forelock*: verily 
my Lorn proceedeth in the right way. But if ye turn 
back, I have already declared unto you that with which 
I was fent unto you; and my Lorp fhall fubftitute 
another nation in your ftead; and ye fhall not hurt 
him at all: for my Lorp is guardian over all things, 
And when our fentence came to be put in execution, 
we delivered Hun, and thofe who had believed with 
iim ‘, through our mercy; and we delivered them from 
a grievous punifhment. And this tribe of Ap wittingly 
reje€ted the figns of their Lorn, and were difobedient 
unto his meffengers, and they followed the command 
~ every rebellious perverfe perfon. Wherefore the 

re followed in this world by a curfe, and they fhall 

followed by the fame on the day of refurre@tion. 
Did not Ap difbelieve in their Lorn? ‘Was it not 
faid, Away with Ap, the people of Hun? And 
unto the tribe of THamup we fent their brother 
SaLeH". He faid unto them, O my people, worfhip 
Gon; ye have no Gop befides him, It is he who 
hath produced you out of the earth, and hath given 
you an habitation therein. Afk pardon of him there- 


* Have afflifted thee with evil. ]— 
Or madnefs ; having deprived thee 
of thy reafon for the indignities thou 
haft offered them. 

, * There isno beaft but he holdeth 
_4t by its forelock.]—That is, he ex- 
ercifeth an abfolute power over it. 


A creature held in this manner being 
fuppofed to be reduced to the lowe 


fubjeQion. 


him.]—Who were ia number fous 


thoufand (1). 
. es 


: es thofe who believed with 


(3) Al Bsrpaw:, 
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fore, and be turned unto him; for my Lorp is near, 
and ready to anfwer. They anfwered, O Sacen, 
thou wait a perfon on whom we placed our hopes be- 
fore this”. Doft thou forbid us to worfhip that 
which our fathers worfhipped? But we are certainly 
an doubt concerhing the religion to which thou doft 
invite us, as Jultly to be fufpetted. Saxren faid, O 
my people, tell me; if I have received an evident 
declaration from my Lorp, and he hath beftowed 
on the mercy from himfelf; who will protett me 
from the vengeance of Gop, if I be difobedient unto 
him? For ye fhall not add unto me, other than lofs, 
And he faid, O my people, this fhe-camel of Gon is 
a fign unto you; therefore difmifs her freely that fhe 
may feed in Gon’s earth, and do her no harm, left 
a {wift punifhment feize you. Yet they killed her; 
and Sacen faid, Enjoy yourfelves in your dwellings 
for three days*, after which ye fhall be deftroyed. 
This is an infallible prediction. And when our decree 
came to be executed, we delivered Saten and thole 
who believed with him, through our mercy, from 
the difgrace of that day: for thy Lorp is the ftrong, 
the mighty GOD. But a termble noife from heaven. 
affailed thofe who had a€ted unjuftly; and in the 
morning they were found in their houfes, lying dead 
and proftrate; as though they had never dwelt 
thetein. Did not Tuamun difbelicve in their Lorp? 
Was not THamup caft far away? Our meflengers? 
alfo came formerly unto AsRAHAM, with good tid- 


~ We had placed our hopes on _-» Our mefferigers. ]~-Thefe were 
thee before this. ]~Defigning ta have the angels, who were fent to ac. 
made thee our prince, becaufe of the quaint ‘Abraham with the promufe of 
Singular prudence and other good  Ifaac, and todeftroy Sodom and Go- 
ities which we obfervedinthee; morrah. Some of the commentators 
But y dfleaung usin point of pretend they were twelve, ar nine, 
geligious worfhip has fruftrated thofe of ten in number; but others, agree- 
hopes (1).0 . : able to ftripture, fay they were but 
® For three days.]=-viz. Wednef- three, viz. Gabriel, Michael, and 
Gey, Thuriday, and Friday (2). Sce Ifrafil (3). 
ehap. 7. 3 


(1) Al Bassaws. (2) Idem. = (3) Idem, Jarzaso’nnin. See 
Gen, xviii. 


ings ; 
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ings: they faid, Peace be upon thee. And: he an- 
fwered, Andon you be peace! and he tarried not, but 
brought a roafted calf. And when he faw that their 
‘hands did not touch the meat, he mifliked them, 
and entertained a fear of them*. But they {faid, 
Fear not: for we are fent unto the people of Lor*. 
And his wife Saran was ftanding by’, and fhe 
-Jaughed*, and we promifed her Isaac, and after 
Isaac, Jacos. She faid, Alas! fhall I. bear a fon, 
who am old; this my hufband alfo being advanced in 
years’, Verily this would be a wonderful thing. 
The angels anfwered, Doft thou wonder at the effett 
of the command of Gop? The mercy of Gop and 
his bleffings be upon you, the family of the houfes: 
for he is praife-worthy, and to be glorified. And 
when his apprehenfion had departed from ABRAHAM, 
and the good tidings of Isaac's birth had come un- 
to him, he difputed with us concerning the people of 
Lor‘: for ABRAHAM was a pitiful, compaffionate, 


¢ He entertained a fear of them. 
Sop Perenene ie ory had fome il 
defign againft him, becaufe they 
‘would not eat with him. 

7’ ® Weare fent unto the people of 
‘Lot. ]—Being angels, whofe nature 
jneeds not the fupport of food (1). 

» Sarah was ftanding hy. }—Either 
behind the curtain, or door of the 
tent; or elfe waiting upon them. 

© And fhe laughed. ]—The com- 
mentators are fo little acquainted 
with {criptare, that, not ing 
the true occafien of Sarah’s lawgh- 
ter, they ftrain their inventions to 

ive fome reafon for it. One fays, 
Tae fhe laughed at the angele dif- 
covering themfelves, and ridding 
braham and herfelf of their appre- 
henfions ; and another, that ic was 


at the approaching deftraétion of. 


ble mo- 
tive in one of ber fex.) Some how- 
ever interpret the original word dif- 
ferently, and will have it that fhe 
did not laugh, but that her courfes, 


the Sodomites, (a very proba 


(1) Idem. 
Gen, xviii, 23, 


(2) Idem, Jarvaro’ppin, Al Zamaxuswanrt. 


which had ftopped for feveral years, 
came upon her at this time, as a 
previous fign of ber future concep- 
tion (2). 

¢ Shall I beara fon who am old, 
my hufband alfo being advanced in 
years. }—A] Beidawi writes that Sa- 
rah was then ninety, or ninety-nine 
years old, and Abraham an hundred 
and The aos: 

* The family of the houfe.}—Or 
the flock whence all the prophers 
were to proceed for the fature. Or 
the expreflion may perhaps refer to 
Abraham aad I{mael’s building the 
Caaba, which is often called by way 
of excellence, the howfe. 

® He difputed with us 2 
the people of Lot. }—That ia, he in- 
terceded with us for them:(g). ben 
lalo’ddin, inflead of the nom 
mentioned by Mofes, ys, that A- 
braham firR afked whether Goa 
would deftroy thofe cites if thee 
hundred righteous gpa were 
found therein, and fo fell fucceflive- 


(a) Vv. 
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and devout perfon. The angels faid unto him, O Asra- 
HAM, abftain from this; for now is the command 
of thy Lory come, to put their fentence in execution, 
and an inevitable punifhment is ready to fall upon 
them. And when our meffengers came unto Lot, 
he was troubled for them®, and his arm was ftrait- 
ened concerning them', and he faid, This is a 
grievous day. And his people’came unto him, rufh- 
Ing upon him: and they had formerly been guilty of 
wickednefs. Lor faid unto them, O my people, thefe 
my daughters are more lawful for you: therefore fear 
Gop, and ‘put me not to fhame by wronging my 
guefts. Is there not a man of prudence among you ? 
They anfwered, Thou knoweft that we have no need 
of thy daughters; and thou well knowelt what we 
would have. He faid, If I had ftrength fufficient to 
oppofe you, or I could have recourfe unto a powerful 
fupport; I would certainly do it. The angels faid, O 
Lot, verily we are the meffengers of thy Lorp; 
they fhall by no means. come in unto thee‘, Go 
forth therefore with thy family, in fome part of the 
night, and let not any of you turn back: but as for 
thy wife‘, that fhall happen unto her which shall 

happen 
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briel, feeing his diflrefs, Mruck them 
on the face with one of his wings, 
and blinded them: fo that they 
moved off, crying out for belp, and 
faying that Lot ‘had magicians in 
his houfe. 

* But as for thy wife, &c. J—This 
feems to be the true fenfe of the 


ly to two hundred, forty, fourteen, 
and at laft came to one: but there 
was not one sighteous perfon to be 
found among them, except only 

Lot and his family. 
¢ He was troubled for them. J—Be- 
eaufe they appeared inthe thape of 
iful young men, which muft 


needs tempt thofe of Sodom to abufe 
them (1). 

.» His arm was‘lraitened concern- 

ing them. }—i. ec. He knew himfelf 
so proteétthem againf the 
infules of bis townfmen. 

4 The angels faid, O Lot—the 
dal) by nomeans come in unio thee | 
~—Al Beidawi fays, that Lot fhut 
hisdoor, and argued the matter with 
the riotous allembly from behind it; 
but at length they endeavoured to 
get over the wall: whercupon Ga- 


()) Jazzare’onin, Al Berpawis 


paflage; hut according to a diffe- 
rent reading of the vowel, fome in. 
terpret it, Except thy wife; the 
meaning being, that Lot is here 
commanded to take his family with 
him except his wife. Wherefore 
the commentators cannot agree 
whether Lot’s wife went forth with 
him or not; fome denying it, and 
pretending that fhe was left behind 
and pen in the common de- 
ftru€tion ; and others affirming it, 
and faying, that when fhe hear ibe 

noile 


V, Joszrx, Ant, I, de Ce Ble 
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happen unto them. Verily the prediftion of their 
punifhment fhall be fulfilled in the morning: is not the 


morning near? And when our command came, we 
turned thofe cities upfide down', and we rained upon 
them ftones of baked clay™, one following another, 
and being marked", from thy Lorn; and they are 
not far diftant from thofe who aé& unjuftly’, And 
unto Mapran we fent their brother SHoais?: he 
faid, O my people, worfhip Gop; ye have no Gon 
but him: and diminifh not meafure and weight. 
Verily I fee you to be ina happy condition’: but I 
fear for you the punifhment of the day which will 
encompais the ungodly. O my people, give full mea- 
fure, and juft weight; and diminifh not unto men 
ought of their matters; neither commit injuftice in 
the earth, a€ting corruptly. The refidue which fhall} 
remain unto you as the gift of Gop, after ye fhall have 
done juftice to others, will be better for you, than 
wealth gotten by fraud; if ye be true believers. I am 
no guardian over you. They anfwered, O Suoarsy 
do thy prayers enjoin thee, that we fhould leave the 


noife of the form and overthrow of 


culiar mark to diftinguifh them 
the cities, fhe turned back lament- 


from ordinary flones. But the com- 


ing their fate, and was immediately 
ftruck down and killed by one of 
the ftones mentioned a little low- 
er (1). A punifhment fhe juflly 
merited for her infidelity, and dif- 
obedience to her hufband (¢). 

1 We turned thole cities upfide 
down. J—For they tell us, that Ga- 
briel thruft his wing under them, 
aod lifted them up fo high, that 
the inhabitants of the lower heaven 
heard the rae of the dogs, aad 
the crowing of the cocks; and then 
inverting them, threw them down 
to the earth ( A. 

™ Stones of baked clay. ]~The kiln 
wherein they were burned, fome 
" amagine to have been hell. 

* And being marked. ]—That is, 
as fome fuppole, ftreaked with white 
and red, or having fome other pe- 


(t) Tlidem interpretes. 
Baivawi. (4) lidem. 


to be thankful and 
Go 


(a) See chap. 66. 


mon opinion 1s, that each ftone had 

the name of the perfon who was to 

be killed by it, written thereon (4). 

The army of Abrahaal Afhram was 

alto deftroyed by the fame kind of 
ones. 

° And they are not far diftant from 
thofe who a& unjuflly.]—This is a 
kind of threat to other wicked per- 
fons, and particularly to the infidels 
of Mecca, who deferved and might 


prehend the fame pomfh- 


ap.7.  * 

_ 11 fee you to be in a happy condi- 
tion. ]—That is, enjeyi of 
all things; and therefore “bavi the 
lefs occafion to defraud one saother: 
and being the more ly bound 


acnt unto 
a. 


(3) Jatzaro’on:x, Al 


gods 


ge At. KORAN. Cuap, 11. 


gods which our fathers worfhipped; or that we fhoula 
not do what we pleafe with our fubftance'? Thon 
only, it feems, art the wife perfon, and fit to dire&. 
He faid, Q my people, tell me; if I have received 
an evident declaration from my Lorp, and he hath 
beftowed on me an excellent provifion, and I will not 
confent unto you in that which I forbid you; do I 
feek any other than your reformation, to the utmoft 
of my power? oe fupport is from Gop alone; on 
him do I truft, and unto him do I turnme. O my 
people,: let not your oppofing of me, draw on you a 
vengeance like unto that which fell on the people of 
Noan, or the people of Hup, orthe people of SALEH: 
neither was. the people of Lor: far diftant from you’. 
A{k pardon therefore of your Lorp; and be turned 
unto him; for my Lorn is merciful, and loving. They 
anfwered, O Snoais, we underftand not much of 
what thou fayeft; and we fee thee to be a man of no 
power’ among us: if it had not been for the fake of 
thy family *, we had furely ftoned thee, neither could- 
eft thou have prevailed againft us. Swoars faid, 
O my people, is my family more worthy in your opi- 
nion, than Gop? and do ye caft him behind you 
with negle&t? Verily my Lorp comprehendeth that 
which ye do. O my people, do ye work according 
to your condition; I will furely work according to my 


* That we fhould not do what we 
leafe with our fubftance. ]—For this 
iberty they imagined was taken 
from them, by his prohibition of 
falfe weights and meafures, or to 
diminifh or adulterate their coin (1). 
* Neither was the people of Lot 
far diftant from you. }—For Sodom 
and Gomorrah were fituate not a 
@ way from you, and their de- 
frudiion happened not many ages 
ago; neither did they deferve it, on 
account of their obftinacy and wick. 
ednefs, much more than yourfelves. 
* A man of no power. |-—The 
Arabic word daif, weak, fignifying 


(1) Al Bsrpawr. 


alfo, in the Hamyaritic diale&, blind, 
fome fuppofe that Shoaib was fo 
and that the Midianites objeéted 
that to him, as a defeét which dif- 
qualified him for the prophetic 
office. ; : 

* For the fake of thy family. }-1. e. 
For the refpe& we bear to thy fa- 
mily and relations; whom we ho- 
nour as being of our religion, and 
not for any apprehenfion we have 
of their power to affift you againf 
us, The original word here tran- 
flated family, 
fram three to 
more (2). ° 


(2) Idem. 


ee any number 
even or ten, but not 


duty. 
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duty *, And ye fhall certainly know, on whom will 
be inflif&ted a punifhment which fhall cover him with 
fhame, and who is a liar. Wait therefore the event; 
for I alfo will wait it with you. Wherefore when our 
decree came to be executed, we delivered Suoats and 
thofe who believed with him, through our mercy: and 
a terrible noife from heaven affailed thofe who had aét- 
ed unjuftly; and in the morning they were found in 
their aa lying dead and proftrate, as though they 
had never dwelt therein. Was not Mapran removed 
from off the earth, as THamup had been removed ? 
And we formerly fent Moses with our figns, and ma. 
nifeft power, unto Puaraon and his princes*: but 
they followed the command of Puagaou; although 
the command of PHaraoun did not direét them aright, 
Puaraou fhall precede his people on the day of refur- 
reftion, and he {hall lead them into hell-fire; an unhap- 
py way fhall it be which they fhall be led. They were 
{cv llowed in this life by a curfe, and on the day of refur- 
rcCtion miferable fhall be the gift which fhall be given 
them. This is a part of the hiftories of the cities, which 
we rehearfe unto thee. Of them there are fome ftanding; 
aud others which are utterly demolifhed’, And we 
tureated them not unjuftly, but they dealt unjuftly with 
their own fouls: and their gods which they invoked, 
befides Gop, were of no advantage unto s Bes at all, 
when the decree of thy Lorn came to be executed on 
them, neither were they any other than a detriment unto 
them, And thus was the punifhment of thy Lorp 
infli€ted, when he punifhed the cittes which were un- 
juft; for his punifhment ts grievous and fevere. Ve- 
rily here is a fign unto him who feareth the punifh- 
ment of the laft-day: that fhall be a day, whereon all 
men fhall be affembled, and that fhall be a day where- 
on witnefs fhall be borne; we defer it not, but toa 


in eee chap. 6, the different images of corn fanding, 
* ote atk 7. "and cut down, which is alfo oftes 
Y Demoli ee erally, mow- ufed by the facred writers. 
ea down: the fentence prefenting 


determined 


ge Ar KORAN. Cuap. x1, 


determined time. When that day fhall come, no 
foul fhall fpeak to excufe itfelf, or to intercede for ano- 
ther, but by the permiffion of GOD. Of them one 
fhall be mailerable and another fhall be happy. And 
they who fhall be miferable, fhall be thrown into hell- 
fire; there fhall they wail and bemoan themfelves=: 
they fhall remain therem fo long as the heaven and 
the earth fhall endure*; except what thy Lorp {hall 
pleafe to remit of their fentence’; for thy Lorn ef- 
feGteth that which he pleafeth. But they who fhall 
be happy, fhall be admitted into paradife; they {hall 
remain therein fo long as the heavens and the earth 
endure; befides what thy Lorp fhall pleafe to add 
unto their blifs; a bounty which fhall not be inter- 
rupted. Be not therefore in doubt concerning that 
which thefe men worfhip: they worfhip no other than 
what their fathers worfhipped before them; and we 
will furely give them their full portion, not in the 
leaft diminifhed. We formerly gave unto Moszs 
the book of the law; and difputes arofe among his 
people concerning it: and unlefs a previous decree had 
proceeded from thy Lorn, to bear with them during. 
this life, the matter had been furely decided between 
them. And thy people are alfo jealous and in doubt 
concerning the Koran. But unto every one of them 
will thy Lorp render the reward of their works; for 
he well knoweth that which they do. Be thou ftedfaft 
therefore, as thou haft been commanded; and let 


him alfo be ftedfaft, who fhall be converted with thee ; 


® There fhall they wail and be- fhould have an end, or the heaven 
moan themfelves. ]—The two words and the earth fhould endure for 
in the original fignify properly the ever; the expreffion being only 
vehement drawing in and expiration ufed by way of image or compani- 
of one’s breath, which isufualto per- fon, which needs not agree in every 
fons in great pain and anguifh ; and iar with the thing fignified. Some 
particularly the reciprocation of the however, think the future heavens 
voice of an afs, when he brays. and earth, into which the prefent 

* So lone =e the peers and the fhall be changed, are here meant 
earth fhall endure.j—Thisis notto (1). 
be frilly underftood, as if either — * See the Prelim. Difc. {c&. Iv. 


the punifhment of the damned p. 122, 18g. 


(1) Al Barpaws. 
and 
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and tranfgrefs not: for he feeth that which ye do. 
And incline not unto thofe who af& unjuftly, left the 
fire of hell touch you: for ye have no prote@ors, 
except Gop; neither fhall ye be affifted againft him. 
Pray regularly morning and evening‘; and in the 
former part of the night’, for good works drive 
away evils. This is an admonition unto thofe who 
confider: wherefore perfevere with patience; for 
Gop {fuffereth not the reward of the nghteous to pe- 
rifh. Were fuch of the generations befo'e you, en- 
dued with underftanding and virtue, who forbad the 
a€ting corruptly in the earth, any more .than a few 
only of thofe whom we delivered? But they who 
were unjult followed the delights which they enjoyed 
in this world’, and were wicked doers‘: and thy 
Lorp was not of fuch a difpofition as to deftroy the 
cities unjuftly*, while their inhabitants behaved 
themfelves uprightly. And if thy Lorp pleafed, he 
would have made all men of one religion: but the 
fhall not ceafe to differ among themfelves, unlefs 
thofe on whom thy Lorp fhall have mercy: and 
unto this hath he created them; for the word of thy 
Lorp fhall be fulfilled, when he faid, Verily I will 
fill hell altogether with genti and men. The whole 
gwhich we have related of the hiftories of our apoftles 
do we relate unto thee, that we may confirm thy 
heart thereby; and herein is the truth come unto 
thee, and an admonition, and a warning unto the 
true believers. Say unto thofe who believe not, A& 


© Morning and evening. }—Lite- luxurious defires and appetites, and 
rally, inthe two extremities of the placing their whole felicity therein. 
y. ; € Al Beidawi fays, that this paf- 
4 And in the former part of the fage gives the reafon why the nati- 
night. ]—That is, after fun-fet, and ons were deftroyed of old; viz. for 
before fupper ; when the Moham- their violence and injuftice, their 
medans fay their fourth prayer, call- following their own lufts, and for 
ed by them Salat al moghreb, or the their idolatry and unbelief. 
evening prayer (1). § Unjuftly.J—-Or, as the com- 
* Followed the delights whichthey mentator jut named explains it, for 
enjoyed in this world. ]—Making it their idolatry only, when they ob- 
their fole bufinefs to” pleafe their ferved juftice in other refpeéts. 


(1) Idem. 
Vou. II. C ye 
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ye according to your condition; we furely will a& 
according to our duty": and wait the iffue; for we 
certainly wait italfo, Unto Gop is known that which 
is fecret in heaven and earth; and unto him {hall the 
whole matter be referred. Therefore worthip him, 
and put thy truft in him; for thy Lorp is not regard- 
lefe of that which ye do. 


® See chap. 6. 
CHAP. XI. 
Intitled, JoszpH'; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. R. * Thefe are the figns of the perfpicuous 

“& book; which we have fent down in the Arabic 
tongue, that peradventure ye might underftand. We 
relate unto thee a moft excellent hiftory, by revealing 
unto thee this Koran’, whereas thou waft before 
one of the negligent". When Josepn faid unto his 
father*, O my father, verily I faw in my dream eleven 


ftars°, and the fun and the 


1 The Koreifh, thinking to puz- 
zie Mohammed, at the infligation, 
and by the direGtion of certain Jew- 
ith Rabbias, 
Jacob’s family happened to go down 
mato Egypt and that he would re- 
late to them the hiflory of Jofeph, 
with all its circumftances: where- 
upon he pre so have received 
this chapter from heaven, contain- 
ing the ftory of that patriarch (1). 
Ie ts faid, however, to have been 
reje@ed by two Mohammedan felts 
branches of the Kharcjites, called 
the Ajaredites and the Maimiinians, 
as apocryphal and {purious. 

« Soe the Prelim, Difc. p. 78, 


‘This Koran. }—Or this particu- 
Jar chapter. For the word Korn, 
as has been elHewhere obferved (2}, 
properly fignifying no more than a 


demanded of hun how- 


moon; I faw them make 


reading, or lefure, is often uled ta 
denote, not only the whole volume 
but any diftinét chapter, or fe@tion of 


it. 

= One of the negligent. ]-i. e, So 

r from being sacred with the 
ftory, thatit never fo much as en- 
tered into thy thoughts: a certain 
argument, fays al Beidéwi, that it 
muft have been revealed to him 
from heaven. 

* His father. J—Who was Jacob, 
the fon of Ifaac, the fon of Abra- 
ham (9). 

° Ben ftars.J—The commen- 
tators give us the names of thefe 
ftars, (which I think it needlef to 
trouble the reader with,) as Moe 
hammed repeated them, at the re- 
queft of a Jew, who thought to en- 
trap him by the queftion (4). 


(1) AlBrrnawi. (2) Prelim. Difc, fe. ILI. p. 74. (3) Al Barpawr, 


Kc. (4) Idem. Al Zamaxwsuaas. 


obeifance 
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obeifance unto me, Jacos faid, O my child, tell 
not thy vifjon to thy brethren, left they devife fome 
plot againft thee’; for the devil isa profefied enemy: 
unto man: and thus, according to thy dream, fhall thy 
Lorn chufe thee, and teach thee the interpretation 
of dark fayings*', and he fhall aceomplifh bis favour 
upon thee and upon the family of Jacos, as be hath 
formerly accomplifhed it upon thy fathers Asaanam 
and Isaac; for thy Lord is knowing and wife. 
Surely in the hiftory of Jostru and his brethren there 
are figns of GOD's providence to the inquifitive ; 
when they faid to one another, Joszrx and his bro- 
ther’ are dearer to our father than we, who are the 
greater number: our father certainly maketh a wrong 
judgment. Wherefore flay JoszpH, or drive him 
into fome diftant or defert part of the earth, and the 
face of your father fhall be cleared towards you'; 
and ye thall afterwards be people of integrity. One 
of them‘ fpoke and faid; Slay not Joszru, but 
throw him to the bottom of the well; and fome tra- 
vellers will take him up, if ye do this. They faid, 
unto Jacos, O father, why doft thoy not intruft 
Josepu with us, fince we are fincere well-wifhers un- 
to him? Send him with us to-morrow, into the field, 


» Left they devifefome plotagainft and ye will have no rival in his fa- 
thee. J—For they fay, Jacab, judg- vour. 
ing that Jofeph’s dream paitended — ' Qne of them, &c.J—This per- 
his advancement above the reft of fon, as fome fay, was Judah, the 
the family, juftly yan hig moft prudent and neble-minded of 
brethren's envy might tempt them them all; or, accor to ozhers, 
to do him fome mifchief. Reuben, 2 od the Mohammedan 
_ ‘ The interpretation of dark fay- writers cal} Kybjl (1). And both 
inge. —That is, of dreams; ar, as thefe opinions are fupparted by the 
others fuppole, the profoynd al- accoynt of M cg, i 1 tells us that 
ie of feripture, and all dik ies Reuben advifed them not to kill Jo- 
re{pefting either r ligion of juitice,  feph, but te thrqw him intoa pit 

.” His brother.]—viz. Benjamin; privately, intending to releafe bim 
his brother by the (ame mother, (2)5 and that afverwards Judah, in 
: face of your father fhall he Reuben’s abfence, perfua 
cleared towards you.}—Or, he will not to let him die in the pit, but tp 
fettle his love wholly upon you, fell him to the Ifhmaelites (3). 


Idem, (2) Gon. uxxvii, 91, 92, (3) Thid 
C% that 
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that he may divert himfelf, and fport", and we will 
be his guardians. Jacos anfwered, It grieveth me 
that ye take him away; and I fear left the wolf de- 
vour him~ while ye are negligent of him. They 
faid, Surely if the wolf devour him, when there are 
fo many of us, we fhall be weak indeed*. And when 
they had carried him with them, and agreed to fet 
him at the bottom of the well ’, they executed their de- 
fign: and we fent a revelation unto him *, faying, Thou 
fhalt hereafter declare this their a@tion unto them; 
and they fhall not perceive thee to be JosepH. And 
they came to their father at even, weeping, and faid, 


* That he may divert himfelf, &c.] 
—Some copies read, in the firft per- 
fon plural, that we may divert our- 
felves, &c. 

~ Left the wolf devour him.J— 
- The reafon why Jacob feared this 
beaft in particular, as the commen- 
tators fay, was either becaufe the 
land was full of wolves; or elfe be- 
caufe f) acob had dreamed he faw Jo- 
feph devoured by one of thofe crea- 
tures (1). ; 

* We fhall be weak indeed. J-1.¢. 
It will be an inffance of extreme 
weaknefs and folly in us, and we 
fhall be juftly blamed for his lofs, 

Y At the bottom of the well. ]—— 
This well, fay fome, was a certain 
well near Jerufalem, or not far from 
the river Jordan; but others call it 
the well of Egypt, or Midian. The 
commentators tell us, that when 
the fons of Jacob had eres Jofeph 
with them in the field, they began 
to abufe and beat him fo unmerci- 
fully, that they ‘hdd killed him, had 
not Judah, on his crying out for 
help, anfifted on the promife they 
had made not to kill him, but to 
caft him into the well. Where- 
upon they let him down a little 
way ; but as he held by the fides 
of the well, they bound him, and 
took off his inner garment, defign- 
ing to ftain it with blood, to de- 


(1) Al Berpaws, Javiuaro’ppin, Al ZAMAKHSHARI, 
(4) Al Barpawi, Al ZamaxwsHaat, 


{3) See chap. 21. 


ceive their father. Jofeph begged 
ard to have his garment return- 
ed him, but to no purpofe, his 
brothers telling him with a fneer, 
that the eleven ftars and the fun 
and the moon might clothe him and 
keep him company. When they 
had Iet him down half way, they 
let him fall thence to the bottom ; 
and there being water in the well 
‘Gad the fcripture fays the contiary), 
e was obliged to get upon aftone, 
on which, as he ftood weeping, the 
angel Gabriel came to him with the 
Ao mentioned immediately 
2). 
( = We fent a revelation unto him. ] 
—Jofeph being then but feventeen 
ears old, Al Beidawi obferves that 
erein he refembled John the Baptift 
and Jzsus, who were alfo favoured 
with the divine communication ve- 
ry early, The commentators pre- 
tend that Gabriel alfo clothed him in 
the well with a garment of filk of pa- 
radife. For they fay that when Abra. 
ham was thrown into the fire by 
Nimrod (3), he was tripped, and 
that Gabriel brought this garment 
and put it on him; and that from 
Abraham it defcended to Jacob, 
who folded it up, and put it into 
an amulet, which he hung about 
Jofeph’sneck, whence Gabriel drew 
it out (4). 


(¢) Iidem. 


Father, 
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Father, we went and ran races with one another *, and 
we left —- with our baggage, and the wolf hath 
devoured him; but thou wilt not believe us, although 
we fpeak the truth, And they produced his inner 
garment ftained with falfe blood. Jacos anfwered, 
Nay, but ye yourfelves have contrived the thing for 
your own fakes’: however, patience is moft be- 
coming, and Gon’s afliftance is to be implored to en- 
able me to fupport the misfortune which ye relate. 
And certain travellers* came, and fent one’ to draw 
water for them: and he let down his bucket‘, and faid, 
Good news‘! this is a youth. And they concealed 
him *, that they might fell him as a piece of merchan- 
dife: but Gop knew that which they did. And they 
fold him for a mean price, for a few pence’, and 


* And ranraces, &c.|—Thefe ra- 
ces they ufed by way of exercife; and 
the commentators generally undcr- 
fland here that kind of race wherein 
they alfo fhewed their dexterity in 
throwing darts, which is {till ufed 
in the eatt. 

> Ye yourfelves have contrived the 
thing, &c.J—This Jacob had reafon 
to fufpeat, becaufe when the garment 
was brought to him, he obferved 
that though it was bloody, yet it was 
not torn (1). 

© Certain travellers. ]—viz. A ca- 
ravan or company travelling from 
Midian to Egypt, who refted near 
the well, three days after Jofeph had 

en thrown into it. 

« They fent one to draw water, 
&c J—The commentators are fo ex. 
act asto give us the name of this 
man, who, as they pretend, was 
Malec Ebn Dhor, of the tribe of 
Khozaah (2). : 

© He let down his bucket. ]—-And 
Jofeph, making ufe of the opportu- 
nity, took hold of the cord, and 
wasdrawn upby the man. 

* Good news. ]——The original 


words are Ya bofhra: the latter of 


which fome take far the proper name 
of the water-drawer's companion, 


(1) Al Bernawi. 


(2) Idem, 


valued 


whom he called to his affiftance ; 
and then they muft be tranflated, 
O Both 


Ta. 
& They concealed him, &c.]~The 
expofitors are not agreed whether 
the pronoun, they, relates to Malec 
and his companions, or to Jofeph’s 
brethren. hey who efpoufe the 
former opinion fay, that thofe who 
came to draw water concealed the 
manner of their coming by him 
from the reft of the caravan, that 
they might keep him to themfelves ; 
pretending that fome people of the 
place had given him to them to fell 
or them in Egypt. And they who 
prefer the latter opinion, tell us, 
that Judah carried victuals to Jofeph 
every day while he was in the well, 
byt not finding him there on the 
fourth day, he acquainted his bro- 
thers with it: whereupon they all 
went to the caravan and claimed 
Jofeph as their flave, he not daring 
to difcover that he was their brother,” 
left fomething worfe fthould befal 
him; and at length they agreed to 
fell himgo them (3). : 

» They fold him for a mean price, 
&c.]—Namely, sweaty or twenty 
two dirhems, and thole not of full 
weight neither ; fos eeung WOE? 
8 & 


t 


(3) Idem. 
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valued him lightly. And the Egyptian who bought 
him‘ faid to his wife, ufe him honourably, perad- 
venture he may be ferviceable to us, or we may 
adopt him for our fon'. Thus did we prepare an 
eftablifiment for Joszrx in the earth, and we taught 
him the interpretation of dark fayings: for Gop is 
well able to effect his purpofe; but the greater part 
of men do hot underftand. And when he had at- 
tained his age of ftrength, we beftowed on him wif- 
dom, and knowledge; for thus do we recompenfe 
the ni us. And fhe, in whofe houfe he was, de- 
fired him to lie with her; and ‘fhe fhut the doors and 
faid, Come hither. He anfwered, Gop forbid! 
verily y lord™ hath made my dwelling with him 
eafy; and the ungrateful fhall not profper. But fhe 
tefolved within herfelf to enjoy him, and he would 
have refolved to enjoy her, had he not feen the evi- 


dent demonitration of his Lorp"*. 


ed one ounce of filver only, the re- 
mainder wag paid by tale, which is 
the moft unfair way of payment (17. 

' The Egyptian who bought him. } 
His name was Kifir, or Itfic, (a 
eorraption of Potiphar;) and he 
wes a man of great confideratron 
being Fuperintendent of the roya 
treafury (2). : 

The commentators fay, that Jo- 
feph came into his fervice at feven- 
teen, end lived with him thirteen 
years; and that he was made prime 


miniRer im the thirty-third year of 


bis age, and died at af hundred and 
Wirhey then appole Joleph 

ey w uppote Joieph was 
ewice fotd, differ e8 to the price thé 
Egyptian petd for him: fone faying 
, esha | dinars of gold, a pait 
at 5, twe white garments; 
enti othrts, that it was a lerge quan- 
ity of fiver, or of geld. 

His wife. ]—Some call her Rail; 
pet the name fhe is be& known by, 
ws thet of Zoleikha. 

* Or we may adopt him.]—Kitfic 
; notkildice. Ie ia faid that 

ec 
en foludden!y by his countenance, 


fi) Al Be:paws:. 


ined his mafter’s guod opie - 


So we turned 
away 


which Kitfir, who, they pretend, 
had great {kill in phyfiognomy, judg« 
ed to indicate his prudence and other 
good qualities. 

= My lord.J—viz. Kitfir. But 
others underfland it to be fpoken of 


OD. 

= Had he not feen the evident de- 
monttration of his Lory. J~That ts, 
had he not ferioufly confidered the , 
filthinefs of whoredom, and the 
great goilt thereof. ‘Some, how. 
ever, fuppofe that the words mean 
fome miraculous voice or apparition, 
fentby Gop to divert Jofeph from 
executing the criminal thoughts 
which began to poffefs him. For 
they fay, that he was fo far tempted 
with his miftrefs’s beauty and en- 
ticing behaviour, that he fat in her 
lap, and evtn began to undrefs him- 
felf, when.a voice called to him, 
and bid him beware of her ; but he 
taking no notice of this admonition, 
though it was rep¢ated three times, 
at lengeh the angel Gabriel, or, as 
others wall havext, the figure of bis 
matter appeared to him: but the 
wore general opinion 15 that it was 
the apparition of his father Jacob, 
whe 


(2) Idem, 
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away evil and filthinefs from him, becaufe he was one 
of our fincere fervants. And they ran to get one be- 
fore the other to the door®; and fhe rent his inner 
arment behind. And they met her lord at the door. 

he faid, What fhall be the reward of him who feek- 
eth to commit evil in thy family, but imprifonment. 
and a painful pumfhment? And JosrrH faid, She 
afketh me to hte with her. And a witnefs of her fa- 
mily ® bore witnefs, faying, If his garment be rent 
before, fhe fpeaketh truth, and he.is a liar: but if 
his garment be rent behind, fhe. lieth, and he is a 
fpeaker of truth, And when her hufband faw that 
his garment was torn behind, he faid, This is a cun- 
ning contrivance of your fex; for furely your cun- 
ning is great. O Joszpn, take no farther notice of 
this affair: and thou, O woman, afk pardon for thy 
crime; for thou art a guilty perfon. And certain 
women faid publicly? in the city, The nobleman's 
wife afked her fervant to lie with her: he hath in- 
flamed her breaft with his love; and we perceive her 
to be ina manifeft error. And when fhe heard of 
their fubtle behaviour, fhe fent unto them’, and pre- 
pared a banquet for them, and fhe gave to each of 
them a knife; and fhe faid unto JoszruH, Come forth 
unto them. And when they faw him, they praifed 


» A witnefs of her family. }—viz. 


who bit his fingers ends, or, as fome 
i A coufin of hers, who was then a 


write, flruck him on the breaft, 


whereupon his lubricity pafled out 
at the ends of his fingers (1). 

For this fable, fo injurious to the 
charaéter of Jofeph, the Mohamme- 
dans are obliged to their old friends 
the Jews (2), who imagine that he 
had a defign to lie with his miftrefs 
from thefe words of Mofes (3), And 
it came to pafs——that Jofeph went in- 
to the honfe to do his bulinefs, &c. 
. * They ran to the door. ]—He fly- 
ing from her, and fhe running after 
to detain him. 


child in the cradle (4). 

a Certain women, &c.}—-Thefe 
women, whofe tongues were fo free 
with Zoleikha’s character ort thig oc- 
cafion, were five in number, ani. 
the wives of fo many of the king’. 
chief officers, viz. bys chamberlain 
his butler, his bakes, his jailor, and 
his herdfman (5). 

* She fent unto them.}-Thée num- 
ber of all the women invited was 
forty, and among thems were the five 
ladies above-mentioned (6). 


1) Idem, Al Zamanusmant, Jartaro’sprm, Yauya. (2) Talm: 


Babyl. Sed. Nathim, p. 96. V. 
9) Genef, i ® e 
2) ee, XXXIX, 11 (43 


artorocc. Bibl. Rabb. part. 3. p. 509¢ 
Supra citati interpretes, 


C4 


(6) Al Baipawi. 


him 
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him greatly‘; and they cut their own hands‘, and 
faid,,O Gop! this is not a mortal; he is no other 
than an angel, deferving the higheft refpe&. And 
his miftrefs faid, This is he, for whofe fake ye blamed 
me: I afked him ‘to lie with me, but he hath con- 
flantly refufed. But if he do not perform that which 
I command him, he fhall be furely caft into prifon, 
and he fhall be made one of the contemptible. Jo- 
sepn faid, O Lorn, a prifon is more eligible unto 
me than the crime.to which they invite me; but un- 
lefs thou turn afide their {nares from me, I {hall 
youthfully incline unto them, and I fhall become one 
of the foolifh. Wherefore his Lozp heard him, and 
turned aftde their fnare from him; for he both heareth 
and knoweth. And it feemed good unto them" even 
after they had feen the figns of his innocency, to im- 
prifon him for a tine. And there entered into the pri- 
fon with him two of the king’s fervants”. One of them* 
faid, It feemed to me in my dream that I preffed wine out 


tify the violence of their paffion by 


* They praifed him greatly. ]~The 
f cutting themfelves, as a fign that 


old Latin tranflators have ftrangely 


miflaken the fenfe of the original 
word acbarnahbo, which they render 
menfiruate funt ; and then rebuke 
Mohammed forthe indecency, crying 
out demurely in the margin, O fee- 
dum & obfccenum prophetam ! ‘Er- 
enius (1) thinks that there is notthe 
eaft trace of fuch a meaning in the 
word; but he is miftaken: for the 
vetb cabara in the fourth conjuga- 
tion, which is here ufed, has that 
import, though the fubjoining of 
the oun to it here (which poffi- 
bly che Latin tranflators did not ob- 
ferve) abfolutely overthrows that in- 
terpretation. : 

ft They cut their own hands. |—— 
Through extreme furprife at the 
wonderful beauty of Jofeph ; which 
fargrife’ Zoleikha forefeeing, put 
knives into their hands, on purpofe 
that this accident might happen. 
Some writess-have obferved, on oc- 


egfion of this paflage, that it is cuf- 
. in the call for lovers to tef- 


they would {pend their blood in the 
fervice of the perfon beloved ; which 
is true enough, but I do not find 
that any of the commentators fup- 

ofe thefe Egyptian ladies had any 
fiach defign. 

" It feemed good unto them.]—~ 
That is to Kitfir and his friends. The 
occafion of Jofeph's imprifonment 
is faid Jo be, either that they fuf- 
pected him to be gunity, notwith- 
flanding the proofs which had been 
given of his innocence; orelfe that 
Zoleikha defired it, feigning, to de- 
ceive her hufband, that fhe wanted 
to have Jofeph removed from her 
fight, till fhe could conquer her paf- 
fion by time ; though her real defign 
was to force him to compliance. 

~ Two of the king’s fervants. ]— 
viz. His chief butler and baker; 
who were accufed of a defign to 
poifon him. 

* One of them, ]——Namely the 
butler. 


3) In not. ad Hilt, Jofephi. 


of 
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of grapes. And the other faid, It feemed unto me in 
my dream that I carried bread on m head, whereof 
the birds did eat. Declare unto us the interpretation 
of our dreams, for we perceive that thou art a benefi- 
cent perfon. Joszrx anfwered, No food wherewith 
ye may be nourifhed, fhall come unto you’. This 
knowledge is a part of that which my Lorp hathtaught 
me: for I have left the religion of people who believe 
tiot in Gop, and who deny the life to come; and I 
follow the religion of my fathers, ABRAHAM. and Isaac, 
and Jacos. It is not lawful for us to affociate any 
thing with Gop. This knowledge of the divine ~ 
hath been given to us of the bounty of Gop towards 
us, and towards mankind; but the greater part of men 
are not thankful. O my fellow-prifoners, are fundry 
lords better, or the only true and mighty Gop? Ye 
worfhip not, befides him, other than the names which 
ye have named*, ye and your fathers, concerning 
‘which Goo hath fent down no authoritative proof: yet 
judgment belongeth unto Gop alone; who hath com- 
manded that ye worfhip none befides him. This is 
‘the right religion: but the aoe part of men know 
it not. O my fellow-prifoners, verily the one of 
_ wu fhall ferve wine unto his lord, as formerly; but 
the other fhall be crucified, and the birds fhall eat 
from off his head. The matter is decreed concerning 
which ye feek to be informed. And Josepn faid 
unto him, whom he judged to be the perfon who 
fhould efcape of the two, Remember me in the pre- 
fence of thy lord. But the devil caufed him to for- 
get to make mention of JoszPH unto his lord’, 


; where. 


Cuap. 12. 


Y No food wherewith ye may be 
nourifhed, fhall come unto you, but 
Iwill declare unto you the interpreta- 
tion thereof, before it come unto 
you. ]—The meaning of this paflage 
{eems to be, either that Jofeph, to 
fhew he ufed no arts of divination or 
aftrology, promifes to interpret their 

ams to the immediately, even 
before they thould eat a fingle meal; 


or elfe, he here offers to prophefi 
to them beforehand, the si ; 

and quality of the victuals whic 
fhould be brought them, as a tafte of 
his ree , = 
* See chap. 7. ; i: 

* But the devil caufed him to for. 
getto mention Josren unto his lord. 
—According to the explication o: 
fome, who the pronoun, him, 
te 
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wherefore he remained in the prifon fome years’. 
And the king of Ecypr‘ faid, Verily I faw in m 
dream feven fat kine, which feven lean kine neo § 
and feven green ears of corn, and other feven withered 
ears. O nobles, expound my vifion unto me, if ye 
be able to interpret a vifion. They anfwered, They 
are confufed dreams; neither are we {killed in the 
interpretation of fuch kind of dreams, And Josepn’s 
fellow-prifoner who had been delivered, faid, (for he 
remembered Josxpn after a certain fpace of time,) 
I will declare unto you the interpretation thereof; 
wherefore lét me go unto the perfon who will interpret 
it unto me. And he went to the prifon, and faid, O 
Joszrx, thou man of veracity, teach us the inter. 
pretation of feven fat kine, which feven lean kine de- 
voured; and of feven green ears of corn, and other 
feven withered ears, which the king faw in his dream; 
that I may return unto the men who have fent me, that 
venture they may underftand the fame. Joseru 
anfwered, Ye fhull fow feven years as ufual: and the 
cor which ye fhall reap, do ye Jeave in its ear‘, ex- 
cept a little whereof ye may eat. Then fhall there 
come, after this, feven grievous years of famine, which 
fhall confurne what ye have laid up as a provifion for 
the fame, except a little which ye fhall have kept. Then 
fhall there come, after this, a year wherein men fhall 


to relate to Jofeph, this paflage may * The king of Egypt.}——This 


be rendered, Butthe devil caufed him 
(i. e. Jofeph) toforget to make his 
application unto his lard; and to 
sl Ma good offices of his fellow- 
P for his deliverance, inftead 
of relying on Gop alone, as it be- 
came a prophet, efpecially, to have 
done (1). 

> Some years. J—T he original word 
Signifying any number from three 
so nine, of ten; the common opi- 
nioa is that Jofeph remained in pn- 
‘fom feven years ; though fome fay 
he was confined no leis than twelve 


(t) Al Batvaw:. 
Dike. p. 10,12. (4) Al 


prince, as the oriental writers gene- 
rally agree, was Riy&n, the fon of al 
Walid the Amalekite (3), who was 
converted by Jofeph to the worfhip 
of the true Gen, and dted in the life. 
time of that prophet. But fome 
pretend that the Pharaoh of Jofeph 
and o Mo cs, were one and ihe 
fame perfon, and that he lived (or 
il reigned) four hundred years 
ie Ye fhell leave the corn in the eat, 


&c. }+—To preferve it from the wee- 
vil (§)- a 


(2) Idem, JarraLo’oviw. . See the Prelim. 


eliaaWi, 


See chap. 7 (6 


have 
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have plenty of rain', and wherein they fhall prefs 
wine and oil. And when the chief butler had reported 
this, the king faid) Bring him unto me. And 
when the meffenger came unto Joszrx, he faid, 
Return unto thy lord, and afk of him, what was 
the intent of the women who cut their hands‘, for 
my Lorp well knoweth the fnare which they laid for 
me®, And when the women were affembled before 
the king, he faid unto them, What was your defign, 
when ye folicited Joszpu to unlawful love? They 
anfwered, Gon be praifed! we know not any ill of 
him. The nobleman’s wife faid, Now is the truth 
become manifeft: I folicited him to lie with me; 
and he is one of thofe who fpeak truth. And when 
Josepx was acquainted therewith, he faid, This difco- 
very hath been made, that my lord might know. that I 
was not unfaithful unto him in his abfence, and that 
Gop direéteth not the plot of the deceivers, * Nei- XIII. 
ther do I abfolutely juftify myfelf*: fince every foul is 
prone unto evil, except thofe on whom my Lorp 


* Wherein men fhall have plenty 
of cain ]—Notwithftanding what 
pine ancient authors write to the 


S@ertrary ( ), it often rains in winter 
"Pathe lower Egypt, and even {now 


is been obferved to fall at Alexan- 
a eel to the exprefs affertion 
of Seneca.(2). In the upper Egypt 
indeed, towards the cataracts of Nile, 
it rains very feldom (3.) Some, 

ever, {uppofe that the rains here 
tentioned are intended of thofe 
which fhould fall in Ethiopia, and 
occafionthe (welling of the Nile, the 
great caufe of the fertility of Egypt; 
or elfe of thofe which fhould fall in 
the neighbouring countries, which 
were alfo affiifted with famine dur- 
ing the fame time. 

Return unto thy lord, and afk 
of him, &c.]-Jofeph, it feems, cared 
10t to get out of prifon, tll his in- 
nocence was publicly known and 
declated. It is obferved by the 


(1) Prato, in Timeo. Pome. Mera. 


Garzaves’s Defer, of the 
veils, T.2. p- 92 (4) AL 


ramids, p. 74, &e. 
spaWi, e 


commentators, that Jofeph does not 
bid the meffenger move the king to 
inform himfelf of the truth of the af- 
fair, but bids him direétly to afk the 
king, to incite him to make the pro+ 
per inquiry with the greater earneft- 
nefs. They alfo obferve that Jofeph 
takes care not to mention his mifrety 
out of refpeét and gratitude for the 
favours he had received while in her 
houfe (4). 

t The {nare which they had laid 
for me.]—Endeavouring both by 
threats and_perfiafions to entice me 
tocommit folly with my miftrefs. _ 

« Neither do I abfolutely juftify 
myfelf.]—According to a tradition 
of Ebn Abbas, Jofeph had no feoner 


fpoken the foregoing words, afferw 


his innocency, than Gabriel faid . 
him, What not when thou waft deli- 
berating to lie with her? Upoa 
- ofeph confeffed his frailty 
5 e 
(2) Nat. queff. I. | : See 
Rar ali re 
» Te 
fhalf 
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{hall fhew mercy; for my Lorp is gracious and 
merciful. And the king faid, Bring him unto me: 
I will take him into my own peculiar fervice. And 
when Josreru was brought unto the king, and he had 
difcourfed with him, he faid, Thou art this day 
firmly eftablifhed with us, and fhalt be intrufted with 
our affairs‘. JosepH anfwered, Set me over the 
ftore-haufes of the land; for I will be a fkilful keeper 
thereof Thus did we eftablifh Joszru in the land, 
that he might provide himfelf a dwelling therein, 
where he pleafed. We beftow our mercy on whom 
we pleafe, and we fuffer not the reward of the righte- 
ous to perifh: and certainly the reward of the next 
life is better, for thofe who believe, and fear GOD. 
Moreover Josepn’s brethren came*, and went in 


i And when Jofeph was brought 
unto the king, &c.J—The commen- 
tators fay, that Jofeph being taken 
out of prifon, after he kad wafhed 
and changed his clothes, was intro- 
duced to the king, whom he faluted 
in the Hebrew tongue, and on 
the king’s afking what language 
that was, he anfwered, that it was 
the language of his fathcr. This 
prince, they fay, underftvod no lefs 
than feventy languages, in every 
one of which he difcourfed with 
Jofeph, who anfwered him in the 
fame; at which the king greatly 
marvelling, defired him to relate 
his drcam, which he did, defc.ibing 
the moft minute circumilances: 
whercupon the king placed Jofeph 
by him on his throne, and made 
Si his Wazir, or chief minifter. 

me fay that his mafter Kitfir dying 
about this time, he not only fuc- 
eceded him in his place, but, by 
the king’s command, married the 
widow, his late miffrefs, whom he 
found to be a virgin, and who bare 
him Ephraim and Manafles (1). So 
that according to this tradition, fhe 
was the fame woman who is called 


(1) Idem, Kisantarasre, &c. 
art. Joufouf. = ( 


unto 


Afenath by Mofes. This fuppofed 
marriage, which authorized their 
amours, probably encouraged the 
Mohammedan divinesto make ufe of 
the loves of Jofeph and Zoleikha, as 
an allegorical emblem of the fpiri- 
tual Jove between the Creator and 
the creature, Gop and the foul; 
juft as the Chriftians apply the fon 
of Solomon to the fame myftic 
purpofe (2). 

k Moreover porns brethren 
came, &c.]—Jofeph, being made 
Waair, governed with great wifdom ; 
for he not only caufed juftice to be 
impartially adminiBesed, and encou- 
taged the people to induftry and 
the improvement of agriculture dur- 
ing the feven years of plenty, but 
began and perfefted feveral works 
of great benefit ; the natives at this 
day afcribing to the patriarch Jofeph 
almoft all che ancient works of pub. 
lic utility throughout the kingdom ; 
as particularly the rendering the 
province of al Feyyim, from a fland- 
ing pool or marth, the moft fertile 
and beft cultivated land in all E- 
When the years of fae 
the effefts of which 


were 


gypt (3)- 
mine came, 


(2) V. D’Herszcor. Bibl. Orient. 


V. Gorii not. in Alfragan. p.175, &c. Kiacnur. 


Oedip. Egypt. vol. 1. p.8, Lucas, Voy. tom. i. p. 205, & tom. ill. Pp» 53» 


Guar. 12. At KORAN. 45 


unto him; and he knew them, but they knew not 
him. And when he had furnifhed them with their 
provifions, he faid, Bring unto me your brother, the 
fon of your father; do ye not fec that I give full 
meafure, and that I am the moft hofpitable receiver 
of guefts? But if ye bring him not unto me, there 
{all be no corn meafured unto you from me, neither 
{hall ye approach my prefence. ‘They anfwered, We 
will endeavour to obtain him of his father, and we 
will certainly perform what thou requirelt. And Jo- 
sEPH faid to his fervants, Put their igs which 
they have paid for their corn, into their facks, that 
they may perceive it, when they fhall be returned to 
their family: peradventure they will come back unto 


us. 


they faid, O father, it is 


were felt not only in Egypt, but in 
Syria and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, the inhabitants were obliged 
to apply to Jofeph for corn, which 
he bla to them, firft for their mo- 
ney, jewels, and ornaments, then 
for their cattle, and lands, and at 
length for their perfons ; fo that all 
the Egyptians in general became 
slaves to the king, though Jofeph, 
‘by his confent, foon releafed them, 
and returned them their fubftance. 
The dearth being felt in the land 
of Canaan, Jacob fent all his fons, 
except only Benjamin into Egypt 
fur corn. On their arrival, Jofeph 
(who well knew them) afked them 
who ay were, faying he fufpeéted 
them to be {pies ; but they told him 
they came only to buy provifions, 
and that they were all the fons of 
anancient man, named Jacob, who 
wasalfo a prophet. Jofeph then 
afked how many brothers there were 
of them; they anfwered, ‘I'welve ; 
but that one of them had been loft 
in the defert. Upon which he in- 
qo for the eleventh brother, 
there being no more than ten of 
them prefent. They faid, he was 


(t) Al Barvawt. 


And when they were returned to their father, 


forbidden to meafure out 


alad, and with their father, whofe 
fondnefs for him would not fuffer 
him te accompany them in their 
journey. At length Jofeph afked 
them, who they: had to vouch for 
their veracity; but they told him 
they knew no man who could vouch 
for them in Egypt. Then, replied 
he, one of you fhall flay behind 
with me asa piedge, and the others 
may return home with their provi- 
fions; and when ye come again, 
ye fhall bring your younger brother 
with you, that I may know ye have 
told me the truth. Whereupon, it 
being in vain to difpute the matter, 
they caft lots who fhould flay be- 
hind, and the lot fell upon Simeon, 
When they departed, Jofeph gave 
each of them acainel, and another 
for their brother (1). 

' Their money. ]——The original 
word fignifying not only money, 
but alfo goods bartered or given in 
exchange for other merchandife ; 


_fome commentators tell us, that 


they paid for their corn, not in 
money, but in fhoes and drefled 
{kins (9). , 


(2) Idem. 


- COFR 
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corm unto us any more, unlefs we carry our brother 
BenxjAMIN with us: whercfore fend our brother with 
us, and we fhall have corn meafured unto us; and we 
will certainly guard him from any mifchance. Jacos 
anfwered, Shall I truft him with you with any better 
fuccefs than I trufted your brother Joserpx with you 
heretofore? But Gop is the beft guardian; and he 
is the moft merciful of thofe who fhew mercy. And 
when they opened their provifions, they found their 
money had been returned unto them; and they faid, 
O father, what do we defire farther? this our money 
hath been returned unto us: we will therefore return, 
and provide corn for our family: we will take care 
of our brother; and we fhall receive a camel's bur- 
then more than we did the laft time. This is a finall 
quantity™. Jacos faid, I will by no means fend 
him with you, until ye give me a folemn promifc, 
and {wear by Gop that ye will certainly bring him 
back unto me, unlefs ye be encompaffed by fome in- 
evitable impediment. And when they had given him 
their folemn promife, he faid, Gop is witnefs of 
what we fay. And he faid, My fons, enter not into 
the city by one and the fame gate; but enter by differ- 
ent gates. But this precaution will be of no advan- 
tage unto you againfl the decree of Gon; for judg- 
ment belongeth unto Gop alone: in him do I put 
my truft, and in him let thofe confide who feek in 
whom to put their truft. And when they entered the 
city, as their father had commanded them, it was of 
no advantage unto them againft the decree of Gon; 
and the fame ferved only to fatisfy the defire of Jacon’s 
foul, which he had charged them to perform: for he 
was endued with knowledge of that which we had 
taught him; but the greater part of men do not un- 
derftand. And when they centered into the prefence 

= This is a {mall deine ae mel]’s load more or fefs was but a 
meaning may be, either that the corn trifleto the hing of Egypt. Some 
they now brought was not fufficient fap ofe thefe to be the woids of Ja- 
for the fupport of their families, fo cob, declaring it was too mcan a con- 


that it was neceffary for them to take fideration to induce him to part with 
; journey; as elfe that aca- his fon, F 
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of JosErH, he received his brother BENJAMIN as his 
gueft, and faid, Verily 1 am thy brother": be not 
therefore afflided for that which they have commit- 
ted againft us. And when he had furnifhed them 
with their provifions, he put his cup® in his brother 
Benjamin's fack. Then a cryer cried after them, 
faying, O company of travellers, ye are furely thieves. 
They faid, (and turned back unto them,) What is it 
that ye mifs? They anfwered, We mifs the prince's 
cup: and unto him who fhall produce it, fhall be 
given a camel's load of corn; and I will be furety for 
the fame. Joseru’s brethren replied, By Gon, ye 
do well know, that we came not to aét corruptly in 
the land’, neither are we thieves. The Ecyprians 
{aid, What fhall be the reward of him, who fhall ap- 
pear to have ftolen the cup, if yc be found liars? Jo- 
sepu’s brethren anfwered, As to the reward of him, 
in whofe fack it fhall be found, let him become a 
bondman in fatisfaGtion for the fame: thus do we re- 
ward the unjuft, who are guilty of theft». Then he 
began by their facks, before he fearched the fack of 


" He received his brother Benja- 
min as his gueft, &c.J—It 1s related 
that Jofeph, having invited his bre- 
thren to an entertainment, ordered 
them to be placed two and two to- 
gether: hy which means Benjamin, 
the eleventh, was obliged to fit 
alune, aod burfting into tears, faid, 
If my brother Jofeph were alive, he 
would have fat with me. Where- 
upon Jofeph ordered him to be feated 
at the fame table with himlelf, and 
when the entertainment was over, 
difmiffed the reft, ordering that they 
fhould be lodged two and two in a 
houfe, but kept Benjamin in his 
own apartment, where he paffed the 
night. The next day Jofeph afhed 
him, whetber he would accept of 
himlelf for his brother, im the room 
of him whom he had loft; to which 
Benjamin replicd, Who can find a 


brother comparable unto thec? yet 
thou art not the fon of Jacob and 
Rachel. And upon this tofeph dif- 
covered himfelf to him (1). 

° His cup.]—Some imagine this 
to be a meafure holding a Saa (or 
about a gallon,) wherein they ufed 
to meafure corn, or give water to the 
beafts, But others take it to be a 
drinking-cup of filver, or gold. 

r Ye well know that we came not 
to act corruptly, &c.}—Both by our 
behaviour among vou, and our 
bringing again our money which 
was returned unto us without our 
know ledge. 

* Thus da we reward thofe whe 
gre guilty of theft. 1-- Uhis was the 
method of punifhiog theft ufed by 
Jacob and his family: for among the 
Kegy puns it was puaiflid in another 
wanner. 


(1) A} Bsspaw:. 
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his brother’; and he drew out the cup from his bro- 
thers fack. Thus did we furmfh Josep with a ftra- 
tagem. It was not lawful for him to take his brother 
for a bondman, by the law of the king of Ecyrr *, had 
not Gop pleafed to allow it, according to the offer of 
his brethren. We exalt to degrees of knowledge and 
honour whom we pleafe: and there is one who is know. 

ing above all thofe who are endued with knowledge. 
His brethren faid, If Benjamin be guilty of 
theft, his brother Josrrxu hath been allo guilty of 
theft heretofore". But Joser1 conccaled  thefe 
things in his mind, and did not difcover ther 
unto them: and he faid within himfelf} Ye are in s 
worfe condition than us two; and Gon bell knoweth 
what ye difcourle about. They faid unto Josepu, 
Noble lord, Verily this lad hath an aged father: 
wherefore take one of us in his flead; for we perceive 
that thou art a beneficent perfon. Josreru anfwered, 
Gop forbid that we fhou'd take any other than hin 
with whom we found our goods; for then fhould we 

certainly be unjuft. And when they defpaired of ob 

taining Benjamin, they retired to confer privately 


together. 


* He began by their facks, &e. J— 
Some fuppofe this {earch way made 
by the perfon whom Jofeph fent after 
them; others by Jofph himfelf, 
when they were brought back to the 
citv. 

* It was not lawful for him to take 
his brother for a bondman by the law 
of Egypt.J—For theie the thief was 
not reduced to {ervitude, but was 
fcourged, and obliged tu reflore the 
double of what he had flolen (1). 

© His brother Jofeph hath been 
guilty of theft heretofore J|—I he oc- 
cafion of this fufjacion, at is faid, 
was, that Joleph having been 
brought up by his father’s filter, 

re became fo fond of him, that 
when he grew up, and Jacob defign- 
ed to take him from her, fhe con- 
trived the following ftratagem to 
keep him. Havinga girdle which 


(1) Idem, Jariaro’ppin. 


And the elder of them" faid, Do ye not 


had once belonged to Abraham, fhe 
girt it ahour the child, and then 
pretendme fhe had loft it, caufed 
ftriét fearch to be made for it; ans 
it being at Jength found on Jofeph. 
he was adjudged, according to th 
above-mentioned law of the family 
to be delivered ta her as her proper 
ty. Some, however, fay that Jc 
feph actually ftole an idol of gold, 
which belonged to his mother’s fa 
ther, and defrayed it; a flory pro 
bably taken from Rachel’s flcalin, 
the images of Laban: and other 
tell us that he once fiole a goat, o. 
ahen, to give toa poor min (2). 

« The elder of them. }]—viz. Reu 
ben. But fome think Simeon, ot: 
Judah to be here meant; and infteac 
of the eldcr, interpret it, the mof 
prudent of them, 


(2) JALLALO’DDIN. 
know 
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know that your father hath received a folemn promife 
from you, in the name of Gop ; and how perfidi- 
oufly ye behaved heretoforetowards JoserH ? Where- 
fore I will by no means depart the land of Ecypt, 
until my father give me leave to return unto him, or 
Gop maketh known his will to me ; for he is the 
beft judge. Return ye to your father, and fay, O 
father, verily thy fons hath committed thcft; we bear 
witnefs of no more than what we know, and we 
could not guard again{t what we did not forefee: and 
do thou inquire in the city, where we have been, and 
of the company of merchants, with whom we arrived, 
and thou wilt find that we fpeak the truth. And when 
they were returned, and had {poken thus to their father, 
he faid, Nay, but rather ye yourfelves have contrived 
the thing for your own fakes: but patience is moft 
proper for me; peradventure Gon will reftore them 
all” unto me; for he is knowing and wife. And he 
turned from them and faid, O how am | grieved for 
Joszru! And his eyes became white with mourn- 
ing *, he being opprefled with deep forrow. His fons 
faid, by Gop, thou wilt not ceafe to remember Jo- 
SEPH, until thou be brought to deaths door, or thou 
be actually deftroyed by exceffive affli@tion. He an- 
fwered, 1 only reprefent my gricf, which I am not 
able to contain, and my forrow unto Gop; but I 
know by revelation from Gop that which ye know 
not’. Omy fons, go and make inguiry after Jo- 
sepH and his brother; and defpair not of the mercy of 
Gop; for nonce defpaireth of Gop’s mercy, except 


~ Peradventnre Gop will reflore 
them all, &c.J—i. e. Jofeph, Ben- 
jamin, and Simeon. 
_ ™ His eyes became white. ]—That 
18, the pupils loft their deep black- 
nefs, and became of a pearl colour, 
(as happens in fuffufions,) by his 
continual weeping; which very 
much weakened his fight, or as 
ae pretend made him quite blind 
1). 


(1) Al Beipawt. 


Vou. II. D 


Y I know by revelation from Gon, 
that which ye know not. }]~viz. That 
Jofephis yet alive ; of which fome 
tell us he was aflured by the angel 
of death ina dreamin ; though others 
fuppofe he depended on the com. 
pleuon of Jofeph’s dream, which 
mult have been fruftrated, had he 
died before his brethren had bowed 
down before him (2). 


(2) Idem, 
the 
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the unbelieving people. Wherefore Josrpn’s brethren 
returned into Ecypr: and when they came into his 
prefence they faid, Noble lord, the famine is felt by 
us and our family, and we are come with a {mall 
fum of money”: yet give unto us full meafure, and 
beftow corn upon us asalms; for Gop rewardeth the 
alms-givers. Joszepu faid unto them, Do ye know 
what ye did unto Joserm and his brothcr, when ye. 
were ignorant of the confequences thereof*? They an- 
{wered, Art thou really Josepu’? He replied, I am 
gel and this is my brother. Now Gop hath 
een gracious unto us. For whofo feareth GOD, 
and perfevereth with patience, fhall at length find re- 
lief; fince Gop will not fuffer the reward of the 
righteous to perifh. They faid, By Gop, now hath 
Gop chofen thee above us; and we have furely been 
finners. Josrru anfwered, Let their be no reproach 
cafi on you this day. Gop forgiveth you; for he is 
the moft merciful of thofe who fhew mercy. Depart 
ve with this my inner garment ‘, and throw it on m 
fathers face; and he fhall recover his fight: and 
then come unto me with all your family. And when 


z A {mall fum of money. ]—Their 
money being clipped and adulte- 
rated. Soine, however, imagine 
they did not biing money, but goods 
to barter, fuch a, wool and butter, or 
other cominodities of {mall value (1). 

* Do ye know what ye did unto 
Jofeph and his brother, &c.J—The 
anyury they did Benjamin, was the 
f::parating him from his brother ; 
aizer which they kept him in fo 
great fubjcciion, that he durft not 
{peak to them, but with the utmoft 
fubiniffion, Some fay that thefe 
words were occafioned by a letter 
which Jofeph’s brethren delivered 
to him from their father, requefting 
the releafement of Benjamin, and by 
their reprclenting his extreme afflic- 
tion at the lofs of him and his bro- 
ther. The commentators obferve 
thaf Jofeph, to excufe his brethren’s 


{1} Idem. (2) Idem, 


(3) Idem. 


behaviour towards him, attributes 
it to their ignorance, and the heat 
of youth (2). 

* Art thou really Jofeph ?}-They 
fay that this queflion was not the 
effeGt of a bare fufpicion that he was 
Jofeph, but that they aQually knew 
him, either by lus face and behavi- 
our, or by his foretecth, which he 
fhewed 1n fmiling, or elfe by put- 
ting off his tiara, and difcovering a 
whitifh mole on his forehead (3). 

¢ My inner garment. } hich 
the commentators gencrally fuppofe 
to be the fame garment with which 
Gabricl invefted him in the well; 
which having originally come from 
paradife, had preferved the vdour 
of that place, and was of fo preat 
virtue as to cure any diflemper in 
the perfon who was touched with. 


it (4). 





(4) Idem, Jatraro'ppin. 


the 
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the company of travellers was departed from Ecyrr, 
on their journey towards CANAAN, their father faid 
unto thofe who were about him, Verily I perceive 
the fmeli of Joseru®: although ye think that I dote. 
They anfwered, By Gop, thou art in thy old mif- 
take*. But when the meffenger of good tidings * 
was come with: Josepu’s inner garment, he threw it 
over his face; and he recovered his eye-fight. And 
Jacos faid, Did I not tell you that I knew from 
Gop that which ye knew not? They anfwered, O 
father, afk pardon of our fins for us, for we have 
furely been finners. He replied, I will furely afk 
pardon for y u of my Lorp®; for he is gracious and 
merciful. And when Jacos and his family arrived 
in Egypt, and were introduced unto Josern, he re- 
ceived his parents unto him*, and faid, Enter ye 
into Ecyet, by Gon’s favour, in full fecurity. And 
he raifed his parents to the feat of ftate, and they, 
together with his brethren, fell down and did obeifance 
unto him‘, And he faid, O my father, this is the 


* I perceive the fmell of Jofeph.] 


—This was the odour of the garment 
above-mentioned, brought by the 
wind to Jacob, who {melt it, as is 
pretended, at the diftance of eighty 
arafangs (1); or, as others will 
hace: three, or eight days journey 
of (2) Ks 

¢ Thou artin thy old miflake. J— 
Being led into this imagination by 
thy exceffive love ae 

f The meflenger of good tidings. ] 
-viz, Judah; who, as he had for- 
merly grieved his father, by bring- 
ing him Jofeph’s coat {tained with 
blood, now rejoiced him as much, 
by being the bearer of this veft, and 
the news of Jofeph’s profperity (3). 

& I will afk pardon for you, &c. ]~ 
Deferring it, as fome fancy, till he 
pa {ee Jofeph, and have his con- 
ent, 

" His parents ]—viz. His father, 
and Leah, his mother’s fifter, whom 


(1) Idem. 


See Genef. xxxvii. 10, (&) Idem. 


(2) JanLaro’ppIN. 


he looked on as his mother, after 
Rachel’s death (4). 

Al beidawi tells us, that Jofeph 
fent cairiages and provifions for his 
father, and his family ; and that he 
and the king of Egypt went forth to 
meet them. He adds, that the 
number of the children of Ifrael, 
who entered Egypt with him, was 
feventy-two 5 and that when they 
were lcd out thence by Moles, they 
were increaled to fix hundied thou- 
fand five hundred and feventy men 
and upwards, befides the old people 
and children. 

* And he raifed his parents to the 
feat of flate, and they, together with 
his brethren, fell down and did obei- 
fance unto him. ]—A tranfpofition is 
fuppofed to be in thefe words, and 
that he feated his father and mother 
after they had bowed down to him, 
and not before (5). 


(3) Al Barpawi, (4) Idem. 


2 in. 
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interpretation of my vifion, which I faw heretofore : 
now hath my Lorp rendered it true. And he hath 
furely been gracious unto me, fince he took me forth 
from the prifon, and hath brought you hither from 
the defert; after that the devil had fown difcord be- 
tween me and my brethren ; for my Lorp is graci- 
ous unto whom he pleafeth; and he is the knowing, 
the wife GOD. O Lorp, thou halt given me a 
part of the kingdom, and haft taught me the inter- 
pretation of dark fayings. The Creator of heaven 
and earth! thou art my proteétor in this world, and 
in that which is to come: make me to die a Moflem, 
and join me with the righteous‘. This is a fecret 
hiftory, which we reveal unto thee, O Monammen, 
although thou waft not prefent with the brethren of 
Joserx, when they concerted their defign, and con- 
trived a plot again{ft him. But the greater part of 
men, although thou earneftly defire it, will not be- 
lieve. Thou fhalt not demand of them any reward 
for thy publifhing the Koran; it is no other than 
an adinonition unto all creatures. And how many 
fiens foever there be of the being, unity, and providence 
of GOD, in the heavens and the earth; they will pafs 
by them, and will retire afar off from them. And 
the greater part of them belicve not in Gop, with- 
out being alfo guilty of idolatry. Do they not 
believe that fome overwhelming affli€tion fhall fall on 
them, as a punifhment from Gop; or that the hour 


k The Mohammedan authors flitious imagination, that it might 


write, thar Jacob dweit in Egypt 
twenty-four years, aud at his death 
ordered his body to be buried in Pa- 
leftine by his father, which Jofeph 
took care to perform; aid then re- 
turning into Egypr, diedtwerty-three 

ears after. They add, that fuch 
high difputes arofe among the Egvp- 
tians, conceruing his burial, thatthey 
had like to have come to blows ; 
burt at length they agreed to put his 
body into a marble coffin, and to 
fink acim the Nile; out of a fuper- 


help the regular increafe of the ri- 
ver, and deliver them from famine, 
for the future: but when Mofes led 
the Ifaelites out of Egypt, he took 
up the coffin, and carned Jofeph’s 
bones with him into Canaan, where 
he buried them by his anceflors (1). 

! Without being alfo guilty of ido- 
latry J—For this crime Mohammed 
charges not only on the idolatrous 
Meccans, but alfo on the fews and 
Chriftians ; @s has been already ob- 
ferved more than once. 


(1) Idem. 


of 
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of judgment fhall overtake them fuddenly, while they 
confider not its approach ? Say unto thofe of Mecca, 
This ismy way: I invite you unto Gop, by an evi- 
dent demonftration; both I and ke who followeth 
me; and, praife be unto Gop! I am not an idolater. 
We fent not any apoftles before thee, except men, 
unto whom we revealed our will, and whom we chofe 
out of thofe who dwelt in cities". Will they not go 
through the earth, and fee what hath been the end 
of thofe who have preceded them? But the dwelling 
of the next life fhall furely be better for thofe who 
fear GOD. Will they not therefore underftand ? 
Their predeceflors were borne with fora time, until, 
when our apoftles defpaired of their converfion, and 
they thought that they were liars, our help came 
unto them, and we delivered whom we pleafed ; but 
our vengeance was not turned away from the wicked 
people. Verily, in the hiftories of the prophets and 
their people, there is an inftru€tive example unto 
thofe who are endued with underftanding. The Ko- 
RAN is nota new invented fidtion; buta confirma- 
tion of thofe fcriptures which have been revealed be- 
fore it, and a diftinét explication of every thing ne- 
ceflary, in refpeét either to faith or prattice, and a 
direttion and mercy unto people who believe. 


= Of thofe whe dwelt in cities.]~ more knowing and compaffionate, 
And not of the inhabitants of the and the latter more ignorant and 
deferts; becaufe the former are hard-hearted (1). 


(1) Idem. See the Prelim. Difc. feét. I. p. 40. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Intitled, Thunder"; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.R.? Thefe are the figns of the book 

of the Koran: and that which hath been fent 
down unto thee from thy Lorn», is the truth; but 
the greater part of men wiil not believe. It is Gop 
who hath railed the heavens without vifible pillars ; 
and then afcended his throne, and compelled the fun 
and ihe moon to perform their fervices: every of the 
heavenly bodies runneth an appoinicd courfe. He or- 
dereth all things. He fheweth his figns difinetly, 
that ye may be affured ye muft meet your Lorn at 
the lait-day. It 1s he who hath ftretched forth the 
earth, and placed therein ftediaft mountains, and _ri- 
vers; and hath ordained thercin of every fruit two 
different kinds’ He caufle h the night to cover the 
day. Herein are certain figns unto people who con- 
fider. And in the earth are tracts of land of different 
natures', though bordering on each other ; and alfo 
vineyards, and fecds, and palm-trees fpringing feve- 
ral from the fame root, and fingly from diftinét 
roots. They are watered with the fame water, yct 
we render fome of them morc excellent than others 
to eat. Herein are furely figns unto people who un- 
derftand. If thou doft wonder at the infidels denying 
the refurre€tion, furely wonderful is their faying, After 
we {hall have becn reduced toduft, fhall we be reftored 


» This word occurs in the 56th 
page. 

¢ Or, according to fome copics, 
at Medina. 

P The meaning of thefe letters is 
unknown. Of feveral conjefiural 
explications 
them, the following 1s one: I am 
the muft wife and knowing Gop. 


(1) Idem, JALLALO’DDIN. 


which are given of 


¢ Two different kinds. ]~As fwect 
and four, black and white, fmall and 
large, &c. (1). 

* Lands of different naturc. ]-Some 
trails being fruitful and others bar- 
ren, fome plain and othcfs moun- 
tainous, fome proper for coin and 
others for trees, &c. (2). 


(2) lidem. 
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in a new creature ? Thefe are they who believe not in 
their Lorp ; thefe fhall have collars on their necks’, 
and thefe fhall be the inhabitants of hell-fire : therein 
fhall they abide for ever. They will afk of thee to 
haften evil rather than good': although there have 
alrcady been examples of the divine vengeance before 
them. Thy Lorp is furely endued with indulgence 
towards men, notwithftanding their iniquity ; but 
thy Lorp is alfo fevere in punifhing. The infidels 
fay, Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his 
Loxp, we will not believe. Thou art commiffioned 
to be a preacher only, and not a worker of miracles : 
and unto every people hath a director been appointed. 
Gov knowcth what every female bearcth in her 
womb; and what the wombs want or exceed of their 
due timc, or number of young. With him is every 
thing regulated according to a determined meafure. 
He knoweth that which ts hidden, and that which is 
revealed. He is the great, the moft high. He a- 
mong you who concealeth his words, and he who 
procilaimeth them in public; he alfo who feeketh 
to hide himfelf in the night, and he who goeth forth 
openly in the day, is equal in refpeét to the knowledge 
of GOD. Each of them hath angels mutually fuc- 
ceeding each other, before him, and behind him ; 
they watch him by the command of Gop". Verily 
Gop will not change his grace which is in men, untl 
they change the difpofition in their fouls by fin. When 
Gop willcth evil on a people, there fhall be none to 
avert it; neither fhall they have any proteétor befide 


* Thefe fhall have collars on their ment (2). Some underftand this 


necks. |—The collar here mentioned 
is an engine fomething like a pil- 
lory, but light enough for the cri- 
minal to walk about with. Befides 
the hole to fix it on the neck, there 
as another for one of the hands, 
which is thereby faftened to the 
neck (1). And in this manner the 
Mohammedans fuppore the 1¢pro- 
bates will appear at the day of judg- 


(1) V. Cuarnin, Voy. de Perfe, T. 2. P: 229. 


(3) Al Berpawi, 


pallage fivuratively, of the infidels 
being bound in the chains of error 
and obftinacy (3). 

* They will afk of thee to haften 
evil rather than good. ]— Provoking 
and daring thee to call down the 
divine vengeance on them for their 
impenitency. 

“ See the Prelim, Difc. fe. IV. 
P- 95+ 


(2) See chap. 5. 
him. 


56 At KORAN. 


him. It is he who caufeth the lightning to appear 
unto you, to ftrike fear and to raife hope’, and 
who formeth the pregnant clouds. The thunder ce- 
Icbrateth his praife >, and the angels alio, for fear of 
him. He fendeth his thundcrbolts, and ftriketh 
therewith whom he pleafeth, while they difpute con- 
cerning Gop*, for he is mighty in power. It is he 
who ought of right to be invoked; and the jdols 
which they invoke befides him, fhall not hear them 
at all; otherwife than as he is heard, who ftretcheth 
forth his hands to the water that it may afcend to his 
mouth, when it cannot afcend thither: the fupplica- 
tion of the unbclievers is utterly crroncous. © What- 
foever is in heaven and on earth worfhippeth Goon, 
voluntarily or of force’; and their fhadows alfo, 


Ciap. 19. 


morning and evening 4 


“ To raife hope. !—Thunder and 
lightning being the fign of ap- 
proaching rain; a gieat bieffing, in 
the eaflern countries more efpecially. 

x The thunder celebrateth his 
praife.j—Or caafeth thofe who hear 
it, to praife him. Some commenta- 
tors tell us, that by the word thun- 
dcr, in this place, is meant the an- 
gcl who pricfides over the clouds, 
and drives them forwards with twift- 
ed fheets of fire (1)- 

¥ While they difpute concerning 
Gon. J—This paffage was revealed 
on the following occafion. Amer 
Ebn al Tofai], and Arbad Ebn Ra- 
biah, the brother of Labid, went to 
Mohammed with an intent to kill 
him; and Amer began to difpute 
with him concerning the chief points 
of his doétrinc, while Arbad, taking 
a compafs, went behind him to dif- 
patch him with his {word : but the 
prophet perceiving his defign, im- 
plored Gon’s proteétion ; where- 
upon Arbad was immediately fruck 
dead by thunder, and Amer was 
flruck with a peftilentiel boil, of 


(1) Idem, JALLALO’pDIN, 


Sav, Who is the Lorp of 
heaven and earth? Anfwer, Gon. 


Say, Have ye 


which he died in a fhort time, in a 
milerable condition (2). 

Jallalo’ddin, however, tells ano- 
ther flory, faying, that Mohammed 
having fent one to invite a certain 
man to embrace his religion, the 
perfon put this queftion to the miffi. 
onary, Whos this apofile, and what 
isGop ° is he of gold, o1 of filver, 
or of brafs ? Upon which a thunder- 
bolt flruck off his fhull, and killed 
him. 

2 Whatever is in heaven and on 
earth worfhippeth Gon, voluntarily 
or of force. |—The infidels and devils 
themfelves being conftrained to hum- 
ble themf{clves before him, though 
againfl their will, when they are de- 
livered upto punifhmert. 

* And their fhadows allo, morning 
and evening. |—This is an allufion 
to the increafing and diminilhing of 
the fhadows, according to the 
height of the fun; fo that when 
they arc the longeft, which is in the 
morning and the evening, they ap- 
pear proftrate on the ground, in the 
pofturc of adoration. 


(2) Al Berpvawi. V. Gorm, not. in 


Adayia Arab, adje&t, adGram, Erpenn, p. 99. 


therefore 
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therefore taken unto yourfelves protettors befide him, 
who are unable either to help or defend themfelves 
from hurt? Say, Shall the blind and the {ceing be 
efteemed equal? or fhall darknefs and light be ac- 
counted the fame? or have they attributed compani- 
ons unto Gop who have created as he hath created, 
'o that their creation bear any refemblance unto his? 
Say, Gon is the creator of all things; he is the one, 
the vi€torious GOD. He caufcth watcr to defcend 
from heaven, and the brooks flow according to their 
‘efpeGtive meafure, and the floods bear the floating 
‘roth: and from the metals which they melt in the 
ve, feeking to caft ornaments or veficls for ufe, there 
erifeth a {cum like unto it. Thus Gon fetteth forth 
iruth and vanity. But the {cum is thrown off, and 
‘yat which is ufeful to mankind remaineth on the 
carth, Thus doth Gop put forth parables. Unto 
thofe who obey their Lorn fhall be given the moft 
excellent reward: but thofe who obey him not, al- 
though they were poffcfied of whatever is in the 
whole earth and as much more, they would give it 
all for their ranfom. Thefe will be brought to a 
-arrible account: their abode fhall be hell; an un- 
happy couch fhall it be! Shall he therefore, who 
inoweth that which hath been fent down unto thee 
‘rom thy Loro, is truth, be rewarded as he who is 
Glind ? The prudent only will confider; who fulfil 
ine covenant of Gon, and break not their contrat ; 
and who join that which Gop hath commanded to 
te joined», and who fear their Lorn, and dread an 
il account; and who perfevere out of a fincere defire 
‘o pleafe their Lorv, and obferve the ftated times of 
prayer, and give alms out of what we have beftowed 
wn them, in fecret and openly, and who turn awa 
‘vil with good : the reward of thele fhall be paradife, 
pardens of eternal abode‘, which they fhall enter, 
* Who join that which Gop hath — continual_praétice of their duty, both 
commanded to be joined. ]—By be- towards Gop and man (1). 


jicving in all the prophets without © Gardens of eternal abode. ]—Li- 
exception, and joining thereto the _ terally, gardensof Eden, See chap.9. 


(1) Idem, Janraro’ppin, Yauya. 


and 


58 A. KORAN, 


and alfo whoever fhall have a&ed uprightly, of their 
fathers, and their wives, and their polterity : and the 
angcls fhall go in unto them by every gate, faying, 
Peace be upon you, becaule ye have endured with 
patience ; how excellent a reward is paradife! But 
as for thofe who violate the covenant of Gon, after 
the eftablifhment thereof, and who cut in funder that 
which Gon hath commanded to be joined, and aéi cor- 
ruptly in the earth, on thei fhall a curfe fall, and they 
fhall have a miferable dwelling in hell, Gop givcth pro- 
vifion inabundance unto whom he pleafeth, and is {paring 
unto whom he pleafeth. Thofe of Mecca rejoice in the 
prefent life ; although the prefent life, in refpeét of the 
future, is but a precarious provifion. The infidels fay, 
Unlefs a fign be {ent down unto him from his Lorp, 
we will not believe. Anfwer, Verily Gop will lead in- 
to error whom he pleafeth, and will dirc&t unto himfelf 
him who repenteth, and thofe who believe, and whofe 
hearts reft f{ecurely in the meditation of Gon. Shall not 
men’s hearts reft {ccurely in the meditation of Gop ? They 
who believe and do that which is right fhall enjoy blef- 
fednefs, and pirtake of a happy refurre@ion. Thus 
have we {ent thec to a nation which other nations have 
preceded, unto whom prophets have likewife been fent, 
that thou maveit rehearfe unto them that which we have 
revealed unto thee, even while they believe not in the 
merciful GOD. Say unto them, He is my Lorn; 
there Is no Gon but he: in him do I truft, and unto 
himmuft ] return, Though a Koran were revealed, by 
which mountains fhould be removed, or the carth 
cleaved in funder, or the dead be cauled to fpcak 4, 


CuHapr. 13. 


“ Though a Koran fhould be re- 
vealed, by which meunteins fhould 
be removed, &c |—Thefe are mira- 
cles which the Noretth required of 
Mohammed ;) demarding that he 
would by the powes of his Koran, 
eaher romouve the mountains from 
about Mecca, that they might have 
ccligous gardens in theirroom ; or 
that be would obbze ihe wind to 


trarfport them with their metchan- 
dife to Syria; faccording to which 
tradition the words here tranflated, 
ortheeatth cleaved in funder, fllould 
be rendered, or the earth travelled 
overinan inflant:) or clfe raife te 
life Kolai Ebn Kelab (4), and others 
of their anceflors, to bear witnefs 
to him: whercupon this paflage was 
revealed, 


(1) See chap. 8. 
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it would be in vain. But the mattcr belongeth wholly 
unto Goo. Do not therefore the beltevers know, 
ihat if Gop pleafed, he would certainly direét all 
men? Adverfity fhall not ceale to afflict the unbe- 
lievers for that which they have committed, or to fit 
down near their habiiations',; unu) Gon’s promile 
come': for Gop is not contrary to the promile. 
Apoitles before thee have been laugned to {corn; and 
I pennitted the infidels to enjoy a long and happy 
hfe: but afterwards I punifhed them; and how {evere 
way the punifhment which I infliétcd on them ! Who 
is it therefore that {tandcth over every foul, to obferve 
that which it committeth? They attribute compant- 
ons unto Gop. Say, Name them: will ye declare 
unto him that which he knowcth not in the earth ? 
or will ye name them in outward fpeech only *? But 
the deceitful procedure of the infidels was prepared 
for them; and they are turned afide from the right 
path: for he whom Gop fhall caufe to err, fhall 
have no director. They fhall fuffer a punifhment in 
this life; but the punifhment of the next fhall be 
more gricvous : and there fhall be none to proteé 
them again Gop. ‘This is the defcription of para- 
dife, whichis promifed to the pious. It is watered 
by rivers; its food is perpetual, and its fhade alfo: 
this fhall be the reward of thofe who fear GOD. 
But the reward of the infidcls fhall be hell-fire. Thofe 


tc whom we have given 


* Orto fit down near their habi- 
tations. |—It is fuppofed by fome, 
that thefe words are {poken to Mo- 
hammed, and then they muft be 
trenflated in the fecond perfon, Nor 
Qialt thou ceafe to fit down, &c. For 
they fay this verfe relates to the 
sdalaters of Mecca; who were af- 
ieted with a feries of misfortunes 
for their ill ufage of their prophet, 
ard were alfo continually annoyed 
and harraffed by his parties, which 
frequently plundered their caravans 
and drove off their cattle ; himfelf 
hitting down with his whole army 


(1) Al Berpaws, 


(2) Idem. 


the {criptures, rejoice at 


near the city in the expedition of a 
Hodeibiva (1). 

f Unul Gop’s promife come. J— 
i.e. ‘Lill death and the day of judg- 
men’ overtake them ; or, according 
to the expofition in the precedin 
note, unul the taking of Mecca (2). 

§ In outward [peech only. }—Thae 
is, calling them the companions of 
Gop, without being able to affiga 
any reafon, or give any proof why 
they deferve to be fharers in the hos 
nour and worfhip due from mankind 
to him (3). 


(3) Idem. 
what 
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what hath been revealed unto thee’ Yet there are 
fome of the confederates who deny part thereof’. 
Say unto them, Verily 1 am commanded to worfhip 
Gop alone; and to give him no companion : upon 
him do I call, and unto him fhall I return. To this 
purpofe we have fent down the Koran, a rule of 
judgment, in the Arabic language. And verily if 
thou follow their defires, after the knowledge which 
hath been given thee, there fhall be none to defend 
or prote& thee againft Gop. We have formerly 
{ent apoftles before thee, and beftowed on them wives 
and children* ; and no apoitle had the power to come 
with a fign, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop. Every 
age hath its book of revelation: Gop fhall abolifh 
and confirm what he pleafeth. With him is the ori- 
ginal of the book’. Moreover, whether we caufe 
thee to fee any part of that punifhment wherewith we 
have threatened them, or whether we caufe thee to 
die before it be infli€ted on them, verily unto thee be- 
longeth preaching only, but unto us inquifition. Do 
they not fee that we come into their land, and flraiten 
the borders thercof, by the conquefts of the truc be- 
lievers ? When Gop judgeth, there is nonc to reverfe 


» Thofe to whom we have given 
the {criptures, &c.J—viz. The firft 
profely\tcs to Mohammedifm fiom 
Judaifm and Chriflianity; or the 
Jews and Chiiflians in general, who 
were pleafed to find the Koran fo 
confonant to their own {criptures (1). 

* Some of the confederates, &c. J+ 
That is, fuch of them as had entered 
into aconfederacy tooppofe Moham- 
med ; as didCaab Ebnal Afhraf, and 
the Jews who followed him, and al 
Seyid al Nayrani, al Akib, and feve- 
ral other Chriflians; who deried {uch 
parts of the Koran as conrradiéted 
their corrupt dotirines ana tradiuons 


Pen ae 

k And beftowed on them wives 
and children. ]—As we have on thee. 
‘Vhis paffage was revealed in anfwer 


‘1; See chap. 3. 
(4) V. Maimon, More Nev, part. s. 


(2) Idem. 


to the reproaches which were caft 
on Mohammed, on account of the 
great number of his wives. For 
the Jews faid, That if he was a true 
pone his care andattention would 
e employed about fomething elfe 
than women and the getting of chil- 
dren (3). It may be obferved that it 
is amaxim of the Jews that nothin 
1s more repugnant to prophecy, than 
carnality (4). 
1‘) he original of the book. ]—Li- 


‘terally the mother of the book ; by 


which is meant the preferved table, 
from which all the written :evelati- 
ons which have been from time to 
time publifhed to mankind, accord- 
ing to the feveral difpenfations, are 
tran{cripts. - 


(3) JALLALO’ppIN, YAHYA, 


c. 36, &c. 


his 


CHAP. XIV. 
Intitled, ABRAHAM"; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


A R.° This book have we fent down unto 
4X thee, that thou mayeft lead men forth from 
darknefs into light, by the permiffion of their Lorp, 
intothe glorious and laudable way. Gon is he unto 
whom belongeth whatfoever is 1n heaven and on earth: 
and woe be to the inhdels, becaufe a grievous pu- 
nifhment waitcth them; who love the prefent life 
spove that which is to come, and turn men afide 
from the way of Gop, and feek to render it crooked : 
thefe are in an error far diftant from the truth, We 
have fent no apoftlc but with the language of his 
‘cople, that he might declare their duty plainly unto 
4i2mP’; for Gop caufeth to err whom he pleafeth, 
aud diretteth whom he pleafcth; and he is the 


" Mention is made of this patri- might not only perfeéitly and rea- 


ach towards the end of thechapter.  dily underftand thofe revelations 
See the Prelim. Dife. feét. HI. themfelves, but might alfo be able 
¢ c to tranflate and interpret them unto 


* That he might declare theirduty others \t'. 
peel) unto them. ]--Vhat fo they 


(1) Al Brrpaw:, 
mighty, 
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mighty, the wife. We formerly fent Mosrs with 
our figns, and commanded him, faying, Lead forth thy 
people from darknefs into light, and remind them of 
the favours of Gop: verily thercin are figns unto 
every patient and grateful perfon. And call to mind 
when Moses faid unto his people, Remember the 
favour of Gop towards you, when he delivered 
you from the people of PHaraon: they gricvoufly 
opprefled you; and they flew your male children, 
but let your females live’: therein was a great trial 
from your Lorp. And when your Lorp declared, 
by the mouth of Moses, faying, If ye be thankful, I 
will furely increafe my favours towards you; but if 
ye be ungrateful, verily my punifhment fhall be {c- 
vere. And Mosss faid, If ye be ungrateful, and all 
who arc in the carth likewife ; verily Gop ncedeth not 
your thanks, though he deferveth the higheft praife. 
Hath not the hiftory of the nations your predeceffors 
reached you; namely, of the people of Noan, and 
of Ap, and of THamup’, and of thofe who fuc- 
ceeded them; whole number none knowcth except 
Gop? Their apoftles came unto them with evident 
miracles; but they clapped their hands to their 
mouths out of indignation, and faid, We do not be- 
lieve the meflage with which ye pretend to be fent ; 
and we are in a doubt concerning the religion to 
which ye invite us, as juftly to be fufpetted. Their 
apoftles anfwered, Is there any doubt concerning 
Gop, the creator of heaven and earth? He inviteth 
you to the truce faith that he may forgive you part of 
your fins‘, and may ref{pite your punifhment, by grant- 

ing 


Cirap. 14. 


@ The favoursof Gon J—Literal- 
ly, the days of Gov, which may 
alfo be tranflated, the battles of 
Gon, (the Arabs ufing the word 


* See chap. 7. 

* See Ibid. 

« Part of your fins.]—-That is, 
fuch of them as were committed di- 


day to fignify a rematkable engape- 
ment, as the Italians do giornata, 
and the French, journée,) or his 
wonderful aéts manilefled in the 
various fuccefs of former nauons in 
their wars (1), 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


reétly againft Gop, which are im- 
mediately cancelled by faith, or 
embracing Iflam ; byt not the crimes 
of injuftice, and opprefion, which 
were committed ayainft man (2) : 
for to obtain remiffion of thefe laft, 

befides 


(2) Idem. 
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ing you {pace to repent, until an appointed time. They 
anfwered, Ye are but men like unto us: ye feck to 
sim us afide from the gods which our fathers wor- 
4, pped; wherefore bring us an cvident demonttra- 
.om, by fome miracle, that ye fpeak truth. Their 
>poftles replied unto them, We are no other than 
yen like unto you; but Gop is bountiful unto fuch 
«© his fervants as he pleafeth: and it is not in our 
.:wer to give you a miraculous demonftration of our 
r Mion, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop ; in Gop 
-. refore let the faithful truft. And what excufe 
iave we to allege, that we fhould not put our truft 
vu; Gop; fince he hath dircéted us our paths? Where- 
fr.e we will certainly fuffer with patience the perfecu- 
:u-n wherewith ye fhall affli€t us: in Gop therefore let 
hfe put their confidence who {eek in whom to put 
dnir truft. And thofe who believed not, faid unto 
cicir apoftles, We will furely expel you out of our 
and ; or ye fhall return unto our religion. And 
creer Loarp fpake unto them by revelation, faying, 
‘Ve will furely deftroy the wicked doers; and we 
will caufe you to dwell in the earth, after them. 
This fhall be granted unto hin who fhall dread the ap- 
nearance at my tribunal, and {hall fear my threaten- 
ing. And they afked affiftance of GOD‘, and eve- 
ty rebellious perverfe perfon failed of fuccefs. Hell 
eth unfeen before him, and he fhall have filthy wa- 
ier“ given him to drink : he fhall fup it up by litle 
and little, and he fhall not eafily Ict it pafs his 
throat, becaufe of its naufeoufnels; death alfo fhall 


at eal 


befides faith, repentance and refti- 
taon, according to 2 man’s ability, 
are alfo necellary. 


_ * They afked affiftance of GOD. ] 


ne&tion with the preceding, but is 
{poken of the people of Mecca, who 
begged rain in a great droughr with 
which they were afflicted at the 


‘~The commentators are uncertain 
whether thefe were the prophets, 
who begged affiftance againft their 
‘mes; or the infidels, who cali d 
on’s decifion between them- 

eh es and them; or both. And 
boue fuppofe this veile has no con- 


praverof their prophet, but could 
not obtain it (1). 

~ Pilthy water. ]—Which will if 
fue from the bodies of the damned, 
mixed with purulent matter and 
blood. 


(t’ Idem. 


come 
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come upon him from every quarter, yet he fhall not 
die ; and before him-fhall there ftand prepared a griev- 
ous torment. This is the likenefs of thofe who be- 
heve not in their Lorn. Their works are as afhes, 
which the wind violently {cattereth in a {tormy day! 
they fhall not be able to obtain any folid advantage 
from that which they have wrought. This is an er- 
ror moft diftant from truth. Doft thou not fee that 
Gop hath created the heavens and the earth in wif. 
dom ? If he pleafe, he can deftroy you, and produce 
a new creature in your ftead: neither will this be diffi- 
cult with Gop. And they fhall all come forth into 
the prefence of Gon at the laft-day: and the weak 
among them fhall fay unto thofe who behaved them- 
{elves arrogantly *, Verily we were your followers 
on carth; will ye not therefore avert from us fome 
part of the divine vengeance? They fhall anfwer, If 
Gop had diretted us aright, we had certainly direéted 
you’. It is equal unto us whether we bear our tor- 
ments impatiently, or whether we endure them with 
patience : for we have no way to elcape. And Saran 
fhall fay, after judgment fhall have been given, Ve- 
rily Gov promifcd you a promife of truth: and I alfo 
made you a promife: but I deceived you. Yet I 
had not any power over you to compel you; but I 
called you only, and ye anfwered me: wherefore 
accufe not me, but accufe yourfelyes*. I cannot 
affift you ; neither can ye affift me. Verily I do now 
renounce your having aflociated me with GOD here- 
tofore*. A grievous punishment is prepared for the 

unjuft. 


Car. 14. 


into error, we had not feduced you. 


x The weak fhall fav unto thofe 
: Wherefore accufe not me, &c.] 


who behaved arrogantly. J—i.¢. The 


more fimple and interior people fhall 
fay to their teachers and princes who 
feduced them to idolatry, and com 
firmed them in their obflinate infi- 
delitv. 

Y If Gon had direéted us aright, 
we hadcertainlydire€ted you. |~That 
is, We made the fame choice for 

ou, as we did for ourfelves; and 
bad not Gop permitted us to fall 


—Lay not the blame on my tcmpta- 
tions, but blame your own folly in 
obeying and trafling to me, who 
had openly profcfled myfelf your ir- 
reconcileable enemy. 

« J do now renounce your having 
affociated me with Gon heretofore. }- 
Or I do now declare myfelf clear of 
your having obeyed me, preferably 
to Gon, and worlhipped idols at 

my 


Cuap. 14. At KORAN. 65 


unjuft. But they who fhall have believed and 
wrought righteoufnefs, {hall be introduced into gar- 
dens, wherein rivers flow; they fhall remain therein 
for ever, by the permiffion of their Lorn; and their 
falutation therein fhall be, Peace’! Doft thou not fee 
how GOD puttcth forth a parable; repreienting a 
good word, as a good tree, whofe root is firmly hxed 
in the earth, and whofe branches reach unto heaven ; 
which bringeth forth its fruit in all feafons, by the 
will of its Lorn? Gop propoundeth parables unto 
men, that they may be inftruétcd. And the like- 
nefs of an evil word is as an evil tree; which is torn 
up from the face of the earth, and hath no ftability *. 
Gop fhall confirm thofe who believe, by the ftedfaft 
word of faith, both in this life and in that which is to 
come": but Gop fhall lead the wicked into error; 
for Gop doth that which he pleafeth. Haft thou 
not confidered thofe who have changed the grace of 
Gop to infidelity’, and caufe their people to defcend 


my inftigation. Or the words may 
be tranflated, I believed not hereto- 
fore in that Being with whom ye did 
affociate me; intimating his firft dif- 
obedience in refuling to worfhip 
Adam at Gon’s command (1), 

b See chap. 10. p. 2. 

¢ What is particularly intended 
in this paflage by the good word, 
and the evil word, the expofitors 
differ. But the firfl feems to mean 
the profeffion of Gon’s unity, the 
inviting others to the true religion, 
or the Koran itfelf; and the latter, 
the acknowledging a plurality of 
gods, the feducing of others to ido- 
latry, or the obftinate oppofition of 
Gop’s prophets (2). 

4 And in that which is to come. ] 
—Jallalo’ddin fuppofes the fepulchre 
to be here underftood; in which 
place when the true believers come 
to be examined by the two angels 
concerning their faith, they will an- 
{wer a and without hefitation; 

ox. dl, 


(1) Idem. 
c&. IV. p. 100, 


(2) Idem, JanLaro’poin, 


into 


which the infidels will not be able to 
do (9). 

© Haft thou not confidered thofe 
who have changed the grace of Goo 
to infidelity, &c. ]—That is, who re- 
quite his favours with difohedience 
and incredulity. Or, whofe ingrati- 
tude obligeth Gon to deprive them 
of the bleflings he had beftowed on 
them; ashe did the Mcccans, who, 
though Gop had placed them in 
the facred territory, and given them 
the cuftody of the Caaba, and a- 
bundant provifion of all neceffaries 
and conveniencies of life, and had 
allio honoured them by the miffion 
of Mohammed, yet in return for all 
this, became obflinate unbelievers, 
and perfecuted his apoftte; for 
which they were not only punifhed 
by a famine of feven years, but 
alfo by the lofs and difgrace they 
fultained at Bedry fo that they who 
had before been celebrated for their 


pPLeeenly, wefe now {tripped of 


thar, 


(3) See the Prelim. Difc. 
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into the houfe of perdition, namely, into hell ! They 
fhall be thrown to burn therein; and an unhappy 
dwelling fhall it be. They alfo fet up idols as co- 
partners with Gop, that they might caufe men to 
{tray from his path. Say unto them, Enjoy the plea- 
fures of this life for a time; but your departure hence 
fhall be into hell-fre. Speak unto my fervants who 
have believed, that they be affiduous at prayer, and 
give alms out of that which we have beftowed on 
them, both privately and in public; before the day 
cometh, wherein there fhall be no buying or fell- 
ing, neither any friendfhip. It is Gov who hath 
created the heavens and the earth; and caufeth water 
to defcend from heaven, and by means thereof pro- 
duceth fruits for your fuftenance: and by his com- 
mand he obligeth ‘ the fhips to fail in the fea for your 
fervice; and he alfo forceth the rivers to fupply your 
ufes: he likewife compelleth the fun and the moon, 
which diligently perform their courfes, to ferve you ; 
and hath fubje€icd the day and the nightto your fer- 
vice. He giveth you of every thing which ye afk 
him ; and if ye attempt to reckon up the favours of 
Gop, ye fhall not be able to compute the fame. 
Surely man is unjuft and ungrateful. Remember 
when Aprauam faid, O Lorp, make this land* a 
place of fecurity; and grant that I and my children* 
may avoid the worfhip of idols; for they, O Lorn, 
have feduced a great number of men. Whoever 


that, and become confpicnous only 
for their infidelity (1). If this be 
the drift of the paffage, it could not 
have been revealed at Mccca, as the 
reft of the chapter is agreed to be; 
wherefore fgme fuppofe this verfe 
and the next to have been revealed 
at Medina. 

f He obligeth.j—The word ufed 
here, and in the following fentences, 
is {zkhkhara, which fignifies forcibly 
to prefs into any fervice (2). 


(:) AlBe:ipawr. — (2) See chap 


2. p. 2g. not. *. 


8 This land. ]—viz. The territory 
of Mecca. See the Prelim. Dite. 
{et. IV. p. 152, &c. 

» And my children ]—This pray- 
er, it feems, was not heard as to all 
his pofterity, pane as to the 
defcendants of Ifmael; though fome 
pretend that thefe latter did not wor- 
{hip images, but only paid a fuper- 
ftitious veneration to certain ftones, 
which they fet up and encompaffed, 
as reprefentations of the Caaba (3). 


(3) Al Berpawr. 


See the Prelim. Difc. fect. I. p. 26, 27, 28. 


there- 
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therefore fhall follow me, he fhall be of me: and 
whofoever fhall difobey me; verily thou wilt be gra- 
cious and merciful‘, O Lorp, I have caufed fome 
of my offspring* to {cttle in an unfruitful valley, 
near thy holy houfe, O Lorn, that they may be 
conftant at prayer. Grant, therefore, that the hearts 
of fome men! may be affeéted with kindnefs toward 
them; and do thou beftow on them all forts of 
fruits™; that they may give thanks. O Lorn, thou 
knoweft whatfoever we conceal, and whatfoever we 
publifh: for nothing is hidden from Gop, either on 
earth, or in heaven. Praife be unto Gop, who hath 
given me, in my old age, Ismarx and Isaac: for 
my Lorp is the hearer of fupplication. O Lorp, 
grant that I may be an obferver of prayer, and a part 
of my pofterity alfor, O Lorn; and receive my 
fupplication. O Lorp, forgive me and my pa- 
rents °, and the faithful, on the day whercon an ac- 
count fhall be taken. Think not, O prophet, that 
Gop is regardlefs of what the ungodly do. He only 
deferreth their punifhment unto the day whereon men’s 


i Thou wilt be gracious and mer- 
ciful.J—That is, by difpofing him 
to repentance. But Jallalo’ddin fup- 
pofes thefe words were fpoken by 
Abraham before he knew that Gop 
would not pardon idolatry. 

» Some of my offspring. ]—1. e. 
Ifmael and his pofterity. The Mo- 
hammedans fay, that Hagar, his mo- 
ther, belonged to Sarah, who gave 
her to Abraham; and that on her 
bearing him this fon, Sarah became 
fo jealous of her, that fhe prevailed 
on her hufband to turn them both 
out of doors; whereupon he fent 
them to the territory of Mecca, 
where Gop caufed the fountain of 
Zemzem to {pring forth for their re- 
hef, in confideration of which the 
Jorhamites, who were the matters of 
the country, permitted them to fettle 
among them (1). 

* The hearts of fome men, &c.J— 
Had he faid the hearts of men abfo- 


(1) Idem. 
chap. 9. 


(2) Idem, JaALLALo’DDIN. 
5) Jacxaro’ppin, Al Baioawt, 


E 2 


lutely, the Perfians and Romans 
would alfo have treated them as 
friends; and both the Jews and 
Chriftians would have made their pil- 
yrimages to Mecca (2). 

™ Beftow on them fruits. ]—This 

art of the prayer was ypranted; 
Meses being fo plentfully Ripple 
that the fruits of fpring, fummer, 
and autumn, are to be found there at 
one and the fame time (3). 

= Anda part of my pofterity. ]— 
For he knew by revelation that fome 
of them would be infidels. 

° Forgive me and my parents. ]— 
Abraham put up this petgtion to Gop, 
before he knew that his parents were 
the enemies of Gon (4). Some fup- 
pole his mother was a true believer, 
and therefore read it in the fingular, 
and my father. Others fancy that 
by his parents the patriarch here 
means Adam and Eve (5). 


(3) Idem. (4) See 


eyes 
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eyes fhall be fixed: they fhall haften forward at the 
voice of the angel calling to judgment, and fhall lift up 
their heads; they fhall not be able to turn their fight 
from the objeét whereon it fhall be fixed, and their 
hearts fhall be void of fenfe, through exceffive terror. 
Wherefore do thou threaten men with the day, where- 
on their punifhment fhall be infli€ted on them, and 
whereon thofe who have aéted unjuftly fhall fay, O 
Lorp, give us refpite unto a term near at hand; and 
we will obey thy call, and we will follow thy apoftles. 
But it fhall be anfwercd unto them, Did ye not 
{wear herctoforec, that no reverfe fhould _ befal 
your? yet ye dwelt in the dwellings of thofe who 
had treated their own fouls unjuflly?; and it appcar- 
ed plainly unto you how we had dealt with them’: 
and we propounded their deftruétion as examples untc 
you. Tiey cmploy their utmoft fubtulty to oppofe 
the truth; but their fubulty is apparent unto Gop, 
who is able to fruflrate their defigns; although their 
fubulty were fo great, that the mountains might be 
moved thereby. Think not therefore, O prophet, 
that Gon will be contrary to his promife of affiftance, 
made unto his apofiles; for Gop 1s mighty, able to 
avenge. The day will come, when the earth fhall be 
changed into another carth, and the heavens into 
other heavens’; and men fhall come forth from 
their graves to appear before the only, the mighty 
Gov. And thou fhalt fee the wicked on that day 


CiaP. 14. 


t That no reverfe fhould befal you. J 
--That 1, That ye fhoutd not tafte 
of death, bat continac in this world 
for ever; or that ye fhould not after 
death be railed to judgment (1). 

4 The dwellings of thole who had 
treated therrown fouls unjaftly. }— 
viz. Of the Adites and Thamudites. 

r And it appeared plainly untovou 
how we had dealt with them. J—Not 
only by the hiftories of thofe people 
revealed in the Koran, but alfo by 
the monuments remaining of them 


(1) lidem, Al ZaMakusuani, Yanva. 


fe61, IV. p. 113. 


{as the houfes of the Thamudites,, 
and the traditions preferved amon 
you of the terrible judgments whit 
befel them. 

* When the earth fhall be changec 
into another earth, and the heavens 
into other heavens. ]—This the Mo- 
hammedans fuppole will come to 

afs at the Jafl-das : the carth becom- 
ing white and even, or, as fome will 
have it, of filver; andthe heavens of 
gold (2). 


{2) idem. V. Prelim. Dife. 


bount 
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bound together in fetters: their inner garments fhall 
be of pitch, and fire’ fhall cover their faces; that 
Gop may reward every foul, according to what it 
fhall have deferved; for Gon is fwift in taking an 
account. This is a fufficient admonition untu men, 
that they may be warned thereby, and that they may 
know there is but one Gon; and that thofe who are 
endued with undcrftanding may confider. 


CHAP. XV. 
Intitled, AL Hejr'; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


L. R.* Thefe are the figns of the book, and 

of the perfpicuous Koran. * The time may XIV 
come when the unbelievers fhall wifh that they had 
been Moflems’. Suffer them to eat, and to enjoy 
themfelves in this world; and let hope entertain them: 
but they fhall hereafter know their folly. We have 
not deftroyed any city, but a fixed term of repentance 
was appointed them. No nation fhall be punifhed 
before their time fhall be come; neither fhall they be 
refpitcd after. The Meccans fay, O thou to whom 
the admonition® hath been fent down, thou art cer- 
tainly poffeffed with a devil: wouldeft thou not have 
come unto us with an attendance of angels, if thou 
hadit fpoken truth? Anfwer, We fend not down the 
angels unlels on a juft occafion’: nor fhould they be 


_' Al Hejr is a territory in the pro- 
vince of Hejaz, between Medina and 
Syria, where the tribe of Thamid 
dwelt (1); andis mentioned towards 
the end of this chapter. 

“ See the Prelim, Difc. fe&. III. 
p- 78, &c. 

“ When the unbelievers thall with 
that they had been Moflems. ]—viz. 
When they fhall fee the fuccefs and 
profperity of the true believers; or 
when they thall come to die > Or at 
the refurreQtion. 


* The admonition. ]—i. e. The re- 
velations which compole the Koran. 

Y A jult occafion. }—When the di- 
vine wildom fhall judge it proper to 
ufe their miniffry, as in beasing his 
revelations to the prophets, me i the 
executing his fentence on wicked 
people; but not to humour you with 
their appearance in vifible fhapes, 
which, fhould your demand be com. 
plied with, would only increafe your 
eonfufion, and bring Gap's vengeance 
on you the fooner, 


(1) See Prelim. Difc. p. 9. 


E3 


then 
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then refpited any longer. We have furely fent down 
the Koran; and we will certainly preferve the fame 
from corruption’. We have heretofore fent apoftles 
before thee, among the ancient feéts: and there came 
no apoftle unto them, but they laughed him to fcorn. 
In the fame manner will we put it into the hearts of 
the wicked Meccans to fcoff at their prophet: they 
fhall not believe on him; and the fentence of the 
nations of old hath been executed heretofore. If we 
fhould open a gate in the heaven above them, and 
they fhould afcend thereto" all the day long, they 
would furely fay, Our eyes are only dazzled: or 
rather we are people deluded by enchantments. We 
have placed the twelve figns in the heaven, and have 
fet them out in various figures for the obfervation of 
ie and we guard them from every devil® 

riven away with ftones‘; except him who lifteneth 
by flealth, at whom a vifible flame is darted’. We 
have alfo fpread forth the earth, and thrown thereon 
ftable mountains; and we have caufed every kind of 
vegetable to {pring forth in the fame, according to a 
determinate weight: and we have provided therein 
neceffaries of life for you, and for him whom ye do 
not fuftain‘. There is no one thing but the iftore- 
houfes thcreof are in our hands; and we diftribute 
not the fame otherwife than in a determinate meafure, 


= See the Prelim. Difc. fe&t. IV. 


. 98, 99- 
: 7 Aud they fhould afcend thereto. ] 
—}. e. The incredulous Meccans 
themfelves ; or as others rather think, 
the angels in vifible forms. 

We guard them from every de- 
vil, &c.|—For the Mohammedans 
ymagine that the devils endeavour to 
-afcend to the conftellations, to pr 
into the a¢tions, and ovcrhear the ait 
courfe of the inhabitants of heaven, 
andtotemptthem. Thcy alfo pre- 
tend that thefe evil {pints had the 
fiberty of entering any of the heavens 
til] the birth of Jxesus, when they 
were excluded three of them; but 


(1) Al Berpaw:. 


(2) Idem. 


that on the birth of Mohammed they 
were forbidden the other four (1). 

¢ See chap. 3. p. 61. not. 4%. 

4 At whom a vifible flame 1s dart- 
ed. ]—For when a flar feems to fall 
or fhoot, the Mohammedans fuppofe 
the angels, who keep guard in the 
conteclleueis dart them at the devils 
who approach too near. 

¢ And for him whom ye do not 
fuftain. }—viz. Your family, fervants, 
and flaves, whom ye wrongly ima- 
gine that ye feed yourfelves; though 
it is Gop who provides for them as 
well as you (2): or, as. fome rather 
think, the animals, of whom men 
take no care (3). 


(3) Jauraro’ppin. We 
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We alfo fend the winds driving the pregnant clouds, 


and we fend down from heaven water, whereof we 
give you to drink, and which ye keep not in ftore. 
Verily we give life, and we put to death; and we are 
the heirs of all things‘. We know thofe among you 
who go before ; and we know thofe who ftay behind & 
And thy Lorp fhall gather them together at the 
lait-day ; for he is knowing and wife. We created 
man of dried clay, of black mud formed into fhape?®: 
and we had before created the devil of fubtile fire. 
And remember when thy Lorp faid unto the angels, 
Verily I am about to create man of dried clay, of 
black mud, wrought into fhape; when therefore I 
fhall have completely formed him, and fhall have 
breathed of my {pirit into him; do ye fall down and 
worfhip him. And all the angels worfhipped Apam 
together, except Estis, who refufed to be with thofe 
who worfhipped him. And GOD faid unto him, O 
Esxis, what hindered thee from being with thofe who 
worfhipped Apam? Heanfwered, it is not fit that 
I fhould worfhip man, whom thou haift created of 
dried clay, of black mud, wrought into fhape. GOD 
faid, Get thee therefore hence; for thou fhalt be 
driven away with ftones: and a curfe fhall be on 
thee, until the day of judgment. The devil faid, 
O Lorn, give me refpite until the day of refurrec- 
tion. GOD anfwered, Verily thou fhalt be one of 
thofe who are refpited until the day of the appointed 
time‘, The devil replied, O Lorn, becaule thou 


£ The heirs of all things. J—i. e. 
Alone furviving, when all creatures 
fhall be dead and annihilated. 

t We know thofe among you who 


hammed’s men in battle ; and a third 
fays, the paflage was occafioned by 
the different behaviour of Moham- 


go before, and thofe who ftay be- 
hind. |—What thefe words particu- 
larly drive at, is uncertain. Some 
think them fpoken of the different 
timcs of men’s feveral entrance into 
this world, and their departure out 
of it; others of the refpettive for- 
wardnels and backwaidnels of Mo- 


med’s followers, on feeing a very 
beautiful woman at pravers behind 
the propher ; fome of them going out 
of the Mofque before her, to avoid 
oo on her more nearly, and 
others {laying behind, on purpofe to 
view her (1). 

® See chap. 11. p. 6, &c. 

* See ibad, and chap. 7, 


(1) Al Berpaw:. 
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haft feduced me, I will furely tempt them to difobe- 
dience in the earth; and I will feduce them all, ex- 
cept fuch of them as fhall be thy chofen fervants. 
GOD faid, This is the right way with me*. Verily 
as to my fervants, thou fhalt have no power over 
them; but over thofe only who fhall be feduced, and 
who fhall follow thee. And hell is furcly denounced 
unto them all: it hath feven gates; unto every gate 
a diftinét company of them fhall be affigncd'. But 
thofe who fear GOD fhall dwell in gardens, amidft 
fountains. The angels fhall fay unto them, Enter ye 
therein in peace and fecurity. And we will remove 
all grudges from their breafts"; they fhall be as bre- 
thren, fitting over againft one another® on couches: 
wearine{s fhall not affeét them therein, neither fhall 
they be caft out thence for ever. Declare unto my 
fervants that I am the gracious, the merciful GOD; 
and that my punifhment is a grievous punifhment. 
And relate unto them the hiftory of AsRranawm’s 
cucfts’. When they went in unto him, and faid, 
Peace be unto thee; he anfwered, Verily we are afraid 
of you’; and they replied, Fear not; we bring thee 
the promife of a wife fon. He faid, Do ye bring 
me the promife of a fon now old age hath overtaken 
me? what is it therefore that ye tell me? They faid, 
We have told thee the truth; be not therefore one 
of thofe who defpair. He anfwered, And who de- 
fpaireth of the mercy of Gop, except thofe who err? 
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k This is the right way with me. ] 


—The faving of the elect, and utter 
reprobation of the wickcd, according 
to my eternal decree. 

4 See the Prelim, Dilc. fet. IV. 
p- 121, 122. 

= We will remove al] grudzes 
from their breafts. ]—TVhat is all ha- 
wrod and ill-will, which they bore 
each other in their life-time (1) ; or, 
as fume choofe to expound it, all 
envy or heart-burning on account of 
the different degrees of honour and 
happinefs to which the bleffed will 


(1) See chap. 7. 


be promoted, according to their re- 
{pceétive merits, 

» Sitting over againft one another. | 
—Never turning their backs to one 
another (2); which might be con- 
flrued a fign of contempt. 

© Seechap. 11. p. 26, &c. 

P We are afraid of you. }—What 
eccafioned Abraham’s apprchenfion 
was, cither their fudden entering 
without leave, or their coming at an 
unfeafonable time; or etfe their not 
eating with him. 


(2) JatLaro’ppin, * 


And 
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ind he faid, What is your errand therefore, O mef- 
ingers of GOD? They aniwered, Verily we are 
icnt to deflroy a wicked people: but as for the family 
of Lor, we will fave them all, except his wife; we 
have decreed that fhe fhall be one of thofe who remain 
behind to be deftroyed with the infidels. And when the 
neflengers came to the fainily of Lor, he faid unto 
them, Verily ye are people who are unknown to me. 
‘they anfwered, But we are come unto thee to execute 
that fentence, concerning which your fellow-citizens 
-doubted: we tell thee a certain truth; and we are mef- 
tengers of veracity. Therefore lead forth thy family,in 
ome time of the night; and do you follow behind trem, 
end let none of you turn back; but go whither ye are 
.commanded?, And we gave him this command; be- 
caufe the utmoft remnant of thofe people was to be cut 
“ff in the morning. And the inhabitants of the city 
came unto Lot, rejoicing at the news of the arrival of 
‘ome ftrangers. And he faid unto them, Verily thefe 
«re my gueits: wherefore do not dilgrace me by abufing 
-hem; but fear Gon, and put me not to fhame. They 
anfwered, Have we not forbidden thee from entertain- 
:ng or proteéting any man? Lor replied, Thefe are 
sny daughters; therefore rather make ufe of them, if ye 
ye refolved to do what ye purpole. As thou liveft the 
wander in their folly". Wherefore a terrible {torm from 
heaven affailed them at fun-rife: and we turned the city 
upfide down; and we rained on them {tenes of baked 
clay. Verily herein are figns unto men of fagacity : 
.nd thofe cities were punifhed, to point out a right way 
lor men to walk in. Verily herein is a fign unto the 
‘rue believers. The inhabitants of the wood near 
Mip1an * were alfo ungodly : wherefore we took ven- 


4 Whither ye are commanded.J— —__* The inhabitants of the wood. J— 
‘V hich was into Syria; or into Egypt =Towhom Shoaib was alfo fent, as well 
(1). as to the inhabitants of Midian. 

* Some will have thefe words Abu’lfedafaysthefe people dwelt near 
rpoken by the angels to Lot; others, . Tabuc, and that they were not of the 
xy Goo to Mohammed. fame tribe with Shoaib (2). 


(1) Al Barpawr, Jartaro’ppin. (2) See alfo Geogr. Nub. p. 110. 
geance 
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geance on them’, And both of them were deftroyed, 
to ferve as a manifeft rule for men to dire& their a€tions 
by. And the inhabitants of AL Her °* likewife here- 
tofore accufed the mefflengers of GOD of impofture : 
and we produced our figns unto them, but we retired 
afar off from the fame. And they hewed houfes out 
of the mountains, to fecure themfelves. But a ter- 
rible noife from heaven affailed them in the morning : 
neither was what they had wrought of any advantage 
unto them. We have not created the heavens and 
the earth, and whatever is contained between them, 
otherwife than in juftice: and the hour of judgment 
fhal: furely come. Wherefore, O Monammen, for- 
give thy people with a gracious forgivenefs”. Verily 
thy Lorn is the creator of thee and of them, and 
knoweth what is moft expedient. We have already 
brought unto thee feven verfes which are frequently to 
be repeated*, and the glorious Koran. Caft not 
thine eyes on the good things which we have beltowed 
on feveral of the unbelievers, fo as to covet the fame’; 
neither be thou grieved on their account. Behave 
thyfelf with meeknefs towards the true believers; and 
fay, I ama public preacher. If they believe not, we 
will infli€@t a like punifhment on them. As we have in- 
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* We took vengeance on them. J- 
Nefroying them for their incredu- 
lity and difobedience, by a hot fulfo- 
cating wind ( qe 

% Phe inhabitants of Al 2s 
‘Who were the tribe of ‘(hamid (2). 

~ This verfe, it is faid, was abro- 
gated bythatofthefword. 

* Seven verfes, &c. }—That is, the 
firft chapter of the Koran, which con- 
fifts of fo many verfes: though fome 
fuppofe the feven long chapters (3) 
are here intended. 

y Calft not thine eyes on the good 
things which we 
Several of the unbelievers, &c.J— 
That 1s, Do not envy or covet their 
worldly profperity, fince thou haft 
seceived in the Koran, a bleffing, 1n 


(1) Tidem. 
(4) Al” 


have beftowed on - 


(2) See chap. 7. and Prelim, Difc. p. 9. 


comparifon whereof all that we have 
beffowed on them, ought to be con- 
temned as of no value. Al] Beidawi 
mentions a tradition, that Moham- 
med meeting at Adhniat (a town of 
Syria) feven caravans, very richly 
laden, belonging to fome Jews of the 
tribes of Koretdha and al Nadir, his 
men had a great mind to plunder 
them, faying, That thofe riches 
would be of very ‘great fervice for the 
ropagation of Gon’s true religion, 

ut the prophet reprefented tothem, 
by this paflage, that they had no rea- 
fon to repine, Gon having given 
them the feven verfes, which were 
infinitely more valuable than thofe 
feven caravans (4). - 


(3) See chap. 9. 
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fl:&ted on the dividers’, who diftinguifhed the Koran 
into different parts; for by thy Lorp, we will de- 
njand an account from them all, of that which the 

.ve wrought. Wherefore publifh that which thou 
tft been commanded, and withdraw from the ido- 
laters. We will furely take thy part againft the 
{.offers*, who affociate with Gop another god; they 
fhall furely know their folly. And now we well know 
that thou art deeply concerned on account of that which 
they fay: but do thou celebrate the praife of thy 
Lorp; and be one of thofe who worfhip; and ferve 


thy Lorn, until death® fhall overtake thee. 


® The dividers. ]—Some interpret 
the original word, the obftruéters, 
who hindered men from entering 
Kecca, to vifit the temple, left they 
Snould be perfuaded to embrace Iflam : 
and this, it 1s faid, was done by ten 
men who were all flain at Bedr. 
{thers tranflate the word, who bound 
chemfelves by oath ; and fuppofe cer- 
iam Thamudies, who fwore to kill 
Saleh by night, are here meant. But 
the fentence more probably relates to 
the hel and Chr Mane who (fay the 
No 
the {criptures, and rejeét others ; and 


‘fo approved of fome paflages of 


me Koran, and difapproved of o- 
tiers, according to their prejudices ; 
wi elfe tothe unbelieving Meccans, 
{ome of whom called the Koran a 
Farce of witchcraft; others, flights 
af divination; others, old ftories; 
a.d others, a poetical compofition 
t 

* We will take thy part againft 
tse {coffers. ]}—This pall ge, It 1s 
‘aid, was revealed on account of five 
>eble Koreifh, whofe names were 


(1) Idem, Jaruaro’npin. 


ammedans) receive fome part of 


al Walid Ebn al Mogheira, al As 
Ebn Wayel, Oda Ebn Kas, al Af- 
wad Ebn Abd Yaghiuth, and al Af- 
wad Ebn al Motalleb. Thefe were 
inveterate enemies of Mohammed 

continually perfecuting him, and 
turning him into ridicule: wherefore 
at length Gabriel came and told him 
that he was commanded to take his 
part againft them ; and on the angel’s 
making a fign towards them one after 
another, al Walid paffing by fome 
arrows, one of them hitched in his 
garment, and he, out of pride, not 
ftooping to take it off, but walking 
forward, the head of it cut a vein in 
his heel, and he bled to death; al As 
was killed with a thorn, which ftruck 
into the fole of his foot, and caufed 
his leg to {well to a monftrous fize ; 
Oda died with violent and perpetual 
{neezing; al Afwad Ebu Yaghith 
run his head againft a thorny tree and 
killed himfelf; and al Afwad Eba 
al Motalleb was ftruck blind (2). 

_ * Death.]—Literally, That which 
18 Certain. 


(2) Al Bsrpaws. 


CHAP, 


36 At KORAN. Cuar. 16. 


C H A P. 
Intitled, The Bee‘; 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 
Ses fentence of Gop will furely come to be 


executed; wherefore do not haften it. Praife 
be unto him! and far be that from him which they 
affociate with him! He fhall caufe the angels to de- 
{cend with a revelation by his command, unto fuch of 
his fervants as he pleafeth, faying, Preach that there 
is no Gop, except myfelf; therefore fear me. He 
hath created the heavens and the earth to manifeft his 
juitice: far be that from him which they affociate 
with him! He hath created man of feed; and yet be- 
hold he is a profeffed difputer againft the refurretion*. 
He hath likewife created the cattle for you: from them 
ye have wherewith to keep yourfelves warm‘, and 
other advantages; and of them do ye alfo eat. And 
they are likewife a credit unto you®, when ye drive 
them home in the evening, and when ye lead them forth 
to feed in the morning: and they carry your burdens 
to a dillant country, at which ye could not otherwife 
arrive, unlefs with great difhculty to yourfelves ; for 
your Lorn is compaffionate and merciful. And he 
hath alfo created horfes, and mules, and affes, that ye 
may ride thercon, and for an ornament unto you; and 
he likewife createth other things which ye know not. 
It appertaineth unto Gop, to inftruét men in the right 


XVI. 


revealed at Mecca’. 


© This infe& is menticned about 
the middle of the chaptcr. 

« Except the three Jaft verfes. 

« Behold he is a profefled difputer 
scauinft the refurreétion. ]—The per- 
jon particularly mtendcd im this place, 
wa. Obba Ebn Khalf, who came to 
Mohammed with a rotten bone, and 
afked him whether it was pofible for 


(1) Idem, 


Gon to reftore it to life (1). 

Ye have wherewith to keep voure 
felves warm.J—viz. Their fkins, 
wool, and hair, which ferve you for 
clothing. 

s A credit unto you.]—Being a 
race to your court-yards, and a cre- 

it to you in the cyes of your neigh- 
bours (2). 


(2) Idem. 
Way ; 
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way ; and there is who turneth afide from the fame: but 
if he had pleafed, he would certainly have diretted you 
all, It is he who fendeth down from heaven rain-water, 
whereof ye have to drink, and from which plants, 
whereon ye feed your cattle, receive their nourifhment. 
And by means thereof he caufeth corn, and olives, and 
palm-trees, and grapes, and all kinds of fruits to {pring 
forth for you. Surely herein is a fign of the divine 
puwer and wifdom unto people who confider. And he 
hath fubjeéted the night and the day to your fervice ; 
and the fun, and the moon, and the ftars, which are 
compelled to ferve by hiscommand. Verily hereinare 
iicns unto people of underftanding. And he hath alfo 
given you dominion over whatever he hath created for 
you in the earth, diftinguifhed by its different colour”. 
Surely herein is a fign unto people who refle&t. It is 
te who hath fubjeéted the fea unto you, that ye might 
eat fifh‘ thereout, and take from thence ornaments* for 
you to wear: and thou feeft the fhips plowing the waves 
thereof, that ye may feek to enrich yourfelves of his 
abundance, by commerce; and that ye might give thanks. 
And he hath thrown upon the earth mountains firmly 
rvoted, left it fhould move with you', and alfo rivers, 
and paths, that ye might be direttcd: and he hath like- 
wife ordained marks whereby men may know their way ; 


and they are directed by the ftars™. Shall GOD there- 


« Diftinguifhed by its different co- 
Jour. ]—That is, of every kind; the 
va ous colour of things being one of 
ch ar chiet diltin@ions (1). 

* Fifh.]—Literally, freth flefh; by 


which filh is meant, as being natural- 


The Mohammedans fuppofe that the 
earth, when firft created, was 
fmooth and equal, and thereby }1a- 
ble to acircular motion as well as 
the celcflial orbs: and that the an- 
gels afking, who could be able to 


ty, more frefh, and fooner liable to 
c*.uption, than the flefh of birds and 
beaits. The expreffion is thought to 
ii.ve been made ule of here the ra- 
ttucr, becaufe the produétion of fuch 
frefh food from falt watcr, is an in- 
axance of Gon’s power (2). 

Ornaments.]—As pearls and 
wT 1 e 


- Left it fhould move with you. ]- 


(1) Idem. 


and ou fo tottering a frame, Goo 
fixedit the next morning by throwing 
the mountains on it. 

m™ And they are direfted by the 
ftars.}—W hich are their guides, not 
only at fea, but alfo on land, when 
they travel by mghe through the de- 
ferts, he ilars which they obferve 
for this purpole, are either the ple. 
ades, or fome of thofe near the pole. 


(o’ Idem. 


fore. 
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fore who createth, be as he who createth not? Do ye 
not therefore confider? If ye attempt to reckon up 
the favours of Gop, ye fhall not be able to compute 
their number: Gop is furcly gracious, and merciful; 
and Gop knoweth that which ye conceal, and that 
which ye publifh. But the idols which ye invoke, be- 
fides Gon, create nothing, but are themfelves created. 
They are dead, and not living; neither do they under- 
ftand when they fhall be railed". Your Gop is one 
Gop. As to thofe who believe not in the life to come, 
their hearts deny the plaineft evidence, and they proudly 
reject the truth. There isno doubt but Gop knoweth 
that which they conceal, and that which they difco- 
ver: verily he loveth not the proud. And when it 
is faid unto them, What hath your Lorp fent down 
unto MouamMep? they anfwer, Fables of ancient 
times. Thus are they given up to error, that they may 
bear their own burthens without diminution on the 
day of refurrection, and alfo a part of the burthens of 
thofe whom they caufed to err, without knowledge. 
Will it not be an evil burthen which they fhall bear ? 
Their predeceffors devifed plots heretofore; but 
Gop came unto their building, to overthrow it from 
the foundations; and the roof fell on them from. 
above, and a punifhment came upon them, from 
whence they did not expect®. Alf{o on the day of re- 
furreétion he will cover them with fhame; and will 
fay, Where are my companions, concerning whom 
ye difputed? ‘Thofe unto whom knowledge thall 


® When they hhall be raifed. J— 
i.e. At what time they or their wor- 
fhippers fhall be raifed to receive 
judgment. 

“« Goo overthrew their building, 
&c. |—Some underfland this paffage 
ficuratively, of Goo’s difappointing 
their wicked defigns; but others fup- 
pofe the words literally relate to the 
tower which Nimrod, (whom the 
Mohammedans will have to be the 


fon of Canaan, the fon of Ham, and 
fo the nephew of Cufh, and not his 
fon) built iu Babel, and carried to an 
immenfe height, (five thoufand cu- 
bits, fay fome,) foolifhly purpofing 
thereby to afcend to heaven and wage 
war with the inhabitants of that 
place ; but Gon fruftrated hisattempt, 
utterly overthrowing the tower by a 
violent wind and cartbquake (1). 


(1) Wem, Jarzazo’ppin, V. D'Hexsa. Bibl, Orient. Art. Nimrod. 


have 
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have been given’, fhall anfwer, This day fhall fhame 
and mifery fall upon the unbelicvers. They whom 
the angels fhall caufe to die, having dealt unjultly, 
with their own fouls, fhall offer to make their peace # 
in the article of death, faying, We have done no evil. 
yut the angels fhall reply, Yea; verily Gop well 
knoweth that which ye have wrought: wherefore 
cnier the gates of hell, therein to remain for ever; 
and miferable fhall be the abode of the proud. And 
ii fhall be faid unto thofe who fhall fear GOD, 
What hath your Lorp fent down? They fhall an- 
fer, Good: unto thofe who do right fhall be given 
an excellent reward in this world; but the dwelling 
of the next life fhall be better ; and happy fhall be the 
dwelling of the pious! namely, gardens of eternal 
abode* into which they fhall enter; rivers fhall flow 
beneath the fame; therein fhall they enjoy whatever 
chey wifh. Thus will Gop recompenfe the pious. 
Unto the righteous whom the angels fhall caufe to 
die, they fhall fay, Peace be upon you; enter ye into 
puradife, as a reward for that which ye have wrought. 
ito the unbelievers expeét any other than that the an- 
gels come unto them, to part their fouls from their bo- 
cies; or that the fentence of thy Lorp come to be 
executed on them? So did they a€t who were before 
them: and Gop was not unjuft towards them in that 
he deftroyed them; but they dealt unjuftly with their 
awn fouls: the evils of that which they committed, 
reached them; and the divine judgment which they 
fcoffed at, fell upon them. The idolaters fay, If 
Gop had pleafed, we had not worfhipped any thing 
bcfides him, neither had our fathers: neither had we 


» Thofe unto whom knowledge 
fhall have been given.J—viz. ‘The 
det and the teachers and pro 
¢ Tors of Gon’s unity ; or, the angels. 
_” Shall offer to make their peace. J 
- faking their fubmiffion, and hum- 


bly excufing their evil ations, as 
proceccins rom ignorance, and not 
rom obftinacy or malice (1). 

* Gardens of eternal abode. }—— 


Literally, gardens of Eden. See 
chap. g. 


(1) idem Interp. 


forbidden 
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forbidden any thing, without him'. So did they who 
were before them. But is the duty of the apoitles any 
other, than public preaching? We have heretofore 
raifed up in every nation an apoftle to admonifh them, 
faying, Worfhip Gon, and avoid Tacuur' And of 
them there were fome whom Goo diretted, and there 
were others of them who were decreed to go aftray. 
Wherefore go through the earth, O uibe of Koxeisn, 
and fee what hath been the end of thofe who accufed 
their apoftles of impofture. If thou, O prophet, doft 
earneftly wifh for their dire&tion; verily Gon will not 
dire&t him whom he hath refolved to lead into error; 
neither fhall they have anv helpers. And they fwear 
mott folemaly by Gow, faying, Gop will not raife the 
dead. Yea, the promife thereof is true: but tne greater 
part of men know it not. He will raife them that he 
may Clearly fhew them the truth concerning which they 
now difagree, and that the unbelicvers may know that 
they are liars. Verily our {peech unio any thing, when 
we will the fame, is, that we only fay unto it, Be; 
and itis. As for thafe who have fled their country 
for the fake of Gon, after they had been unjufily 
perfecuted*, we will furely provide them an excel- 
lent habitation in this world, but the reward of the 
next life fhall be greater; if they knew it*. They 


* If Gop had pleafed, we had not 
worfhipped any befides him, &c.J— 
Thisthey {poke in a fcoffing manner, 
juftifying their idolatry and f{uper- 
dtitious abflaining from certain cat- 
tle (1), by pretending, that had theie 
things been difagreeable to Gon, he 
would not have fuffered them to be 
prafiifed. 

* Taghit.J—See chap. iu. p. 48. 

© Who have fled their country 
after they had been unjuftly perfe- 
cuted. }—Some {uppofe the prophet 
and the companions of his flight in 

eneral, are here intended: others 
fipooke that thofe are particularly 
meant in this place, who, after Mo- 


(1) See chap. 9. 


(2) Al Breipawl. 


hammed’s departure, were imprifon- 
ed at Mecca on account of their have 
inv embraced his religion, and {nffer. 
ed great perfecution from the Koreifh; 
as, Belal, Soheib, Khabbab, Ammar, 
Abes, Abu’) Jandal, and Sohail (9), 

~ Jf they knew it. ]—It is uncer. 
tain whether the pronoun, they, re- 
lates to the infidels, or to the true 
believers. Ifto the former, the con- 
fequence would be, that they would 
be defirous of attaining to the hap- 
pinefs of the Mohwjerin, by profef- 
fing the fame faich: if to the latter, 
the knowledge of this is urged as a 
motive to patience and pent veratice 


(3). 


(3) Idem. 
who 
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who perfevere paticntly, and put their truft in their 
Lorp, fhall not fail of happincfs in this life and in that 
whichis to come. We have not fent any before thee, 
as our apoftles, other than men*, unto whom we 
fpake by revelation. Inquire therefore of thofe who 
have the cuftody of the {criptures, if ye know not 
this to be truth. We fent them with evident mi- 
racles, and written revelations; and we have fent 
down unto thee this Koran’, that thou maycft de- 
clare unto mankind that which hath been fent down 
unto them, and that they may confider. Are they 
who have plotted evil againft their prophet fecure, 
that Gop will not caufe the carth to cleave under 
them, or that a punifhment will not come upon 
them, from whence they do not expeét; or that he 
will not chaftife them while they are bufied in tra- 
velling from one place to another, and in trafhck ? (for 
they fhall not be able to clude the power of GOD,) or 
that he will not chaftife them by a gradual dcftruc- 
tion? But your Lorn is truly gracious and merciful 
in granting you refpite. Do they not confider the 
things which Gop hath created ; whofe fhadows are 
caft on the right-hand and on the left, worfhipping 
Gop’, and become contratted ? Whatever moveth 
both in heaven and on earth, worfhippeth Gon, and 
the angels allo; and they are not clated with pride, 
fo as to difdain his fervice: they feartheir Lory, who 
is exalted above them, and perform that which they 
are commanded. Gop faid, Take not unto yourfelves 
two gods; for there is but one Gop: and revere 
me. Unto him belongeth whatfoever is in heaven 
and on earth; and unto him is obedience eternall 

due. Will yc therefore fear any befides Gop ? What- 
ever favours ye have received, are certainly from 
Gop; and when evil afflileth you, unto him do ye 
make your fupplication; yct when he taketh the 


* See chap.7, and chap. 12. p.53. admonition (1). 
Y This Koran. ]—-Literall Y> a * See chap. 13. p. 56. not. *. 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. {e&. II. p. 75. 
Vou. II. F evil 
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evil from off you, behold, a part of you give a com- 
panion unto their Lorn, to fhew their ingratitude 
for the favours we have beftowed on them. Delight 
yourfelves in the enjoyments of this life : but hereafter 
fhall ye know that ye cannot efcape the divine vengeance. 
And they fet apart unto idols which have no know- 
ledge *, a part of the food which we have provided 
for them. By Gop, ye fhall furely be called to ac- 
count for that which ye have falfely devifed. They 
attribute daughters unto Gop*; (far be it from 
him!) but unto themfelves children of the fex which 
they defires. And when any of them is told the 
news of the birth of a female, his face becometh 
black’, and he is deeply affli€ted: he hideth himfelf 
from the people, becaufe of the ill tidings which have 
been told him; confidering within himfelf whether he 
fhall keep it with difgrace, or whether he fhall bury 
it inthe duft. Do they not make an ill judgment ? 
Unto thofe who believe not inthe next life, the fimi- 
litude of evil ought to be applied, and unto Gop the 
moft fublime fimilitudes: for he is mighty and wife. 
If Gop fhould punifh men for their iniquity, he 
would not leave on the earth any moving thing: but 
he giveth them refpite unto an appointed time; and 
when their time fhall come, they fhall not be refpited 


# Ydols which have no knowledge. ] 
—Or, which they know not ; fool- 
ifhly rmagining that they have power 
to help them, or intereft with Goo 
to intercede for them. 

As to the ancient Arabs fetting 
apart a certain portion of the pro- 
duce of their lands for their idols, 
and their fuperftitious abftaining 
from the ule of certain cattle, in 
honour to the fame, fee chap. 5. 
and chap. 6.and the notes there. 

® See the Prelim. Difc. p. 23. 
Al Beidawi favs, that the tribes of 
Khozaah and Kenana, in particular, 
ufed to call the angels the daughters 
of Gop. 


* Of the fex which they defire.1 
——viz. Sons: for the birth of a 
daughter was looked on as a kinc 
of misfortune among the Arabs; ane 
they often ufed to put them to deat). 
by bacting them alive vy. 

¢ Hisface becometh black. ]—i. e 
Clouded with confufion and forrow. 

© This paffage condemnsthe Mec 
cans injudicious and blafphemous ap 
plication of fuch circumftances tc, 
Gop as were unworthy of him, anc 
not only derogatory to the perfeét. 
ons of the geek but even difgrace. 
ful to man; while they arrogantly 
applied the more honourable circum 
{tances to themfelves. 


(1) See chap. 81. 
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an hour, neither fhall their punifhment be anticipated. 
They attribute unto Gop that which they diflike 
themfelves ‘, and their tongues utter a lie; namely, 
that the reward of paradife is for them. There is no 
doubt but that the fire of hell is prepared for them, 
and that they fhall be fent thither before the reft of 
the wicked. By Gop, we have heretofore fent mef- 
fengers unto the nations before thee: but Saran pre- 
pared their works for them; he was their patron in 
this world*, and in that which is to come they fhall 
fuffer a grievous torment. We have not fent down 
the book of the Koran unto thee, for any other pur- 
pofe, than that thou fhouldeft declare unto them that 
truth concerning which they difagree; and for a di- 
reGtion and mercy unto people who believe. Gop 
fendeth down water from heaven, and caufeth the 
earth to revive after it hath beendead. Verily herein 
is a fign of the refurre€&tion unto people who hearken. 
Ye have alfo in cattle an example of inftru&tion: we 
give you to drink of that which is in their bellies, a 
liquor between digefted dregs, and blood’, namely 
pure milk‘, which is fwallowed with pleafure by 
thofe who drink it. And of the fruits of palm-trees, 
and of grapes, ye obtain an inebriating liquor, and 
alfo good nourifhment*. Verily herein isa fign unto 
people who underftand. Thy Lorn {fpake by infpi- 


f They attribute unto Gop that 
which they diflike themfelves. ]—By 
giving him daughters, and affoci- 
ates in power and honour ; by difre- 
garding his meffengers ; and by fet- 
ting apart the better fhare of the pre- 
ents and offerings for their idols, and 
the worfe for him (1). . 

© He was their patron in this 
world.J—or, He is the patron of 
them, (viz. the Koreith) this day, &c. 

* A liquor between digefted dregs, 
and blood.J—The milk confifting of 
certain particles of the blood, fup- 
plied from the finer parts of the 
aliment. Ebn Abbas fays, that the 
groffer parts of the food fubfide into 


(1) Al Berpawie 


F 2 


excrement, and that the finer parts 
are converted into milk, and the 
fineft of all into blood. 

Pure milk. ]—Having neither the 
colour of the blood, nor the {mell. 
of the excrements. 

k And of the fruit of palm-trees 
and of grapes, ye obtain an inebriatin 
liquor, and alfo good nourifhment. 
—Not only wine, which ts forbidden, 
but alfo lawful food, as dates, rai- 
fins, a kind of honey flowing from 
the dates, and vinegar. 

Some have fuppofed that thefe 
words allow the moderate ufe 
wine; but the contrary is the re- 
ceived opinion (2), 


(2) See chap. , p. 99. 
ration 
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ration unto the bee, faying, Provide thee houfes! in 
the mountains, and in the trecs, and of thofe matc- 
rials wherewith men build hives for thee: then eat of 
every kind of fruit, and walk in the beaten paths of 
thy Lorn. There proceedeth from their bellies a 
liquor of various colour"; whercin is a medicine for 
men’. Verily herein is a fign unto people who con- 
fider. Gop hath created you, and he will hereafter 
caufe you to die: and fome of you fhall have his 
life prolonged to a decrepit age, fo that he fhall for- 
get whatever he knew; for Gop is wife and powerful. 
Gop caufeth fome of you to excel others in worldly 
poffeffions ; yet they who are caufed to excel, do not 
give their wealth unto the flaves whom their right- 
hands poffefs, that they may become equal fharers 
thercin®. Do they therefore deny the beneficence 
of Gop? Gop hath ordained you wives from among 
yourfelves’, and of your wives hath granted you 
children and grand-children ; and hath beftowed on 


1 Honfes.|——So the apartments 





med, and told him that his brothe? 


which the bee builds are here called, 
becaufe of their beautiful workman- 
fhip, and admirable contrivance, 
which no geometriciancan excel (1). 

m And walk inthe beaten ; aths of 
thy Lors.J—i. e. The ways ‘:rough 
which, by Gon’s power, t’.« bitter 
flowers pafling the bee's fle:..-ch be- 
come honey; of, the mrinods of 
making honey, which he he. taught 
her by inflin€t; or elfe the ready 
way home from the diftaut paces to 
yeah that infeat flies (2) 

a A Jiquor of various colour, J—viz. 
Honey ; the colour of v. nich is very 
diferent, occafioned by the diffe- 
rent plants on which the bees feed : 
fome being white, {ome ycllow, 
{ome red, and fome black (g). 

© Wherein isa medicine formen. } 
——The fame being not ory good 
food, but a ufeful remedy in {everal 
diftempers, particularly thofe occa- 
fioned by phlegm. ‘There isa flory 
that a man came once to Moham- 


(1) Al Bsipawi. (2) Idem. 


was affliied with a violent pain in 
his belly: upon which the prophet 
bade him give him fome honey. 
The fcllow took his advice; bu: 
foon after coming again, told hir 
that the medicine had done hi: 
brother no manner of fervice: Mo. 
hammed aufwercd, Goand give hin. 
more honey, for Gop iets truth. 
and thy brother’s bcily hes, And the 
dofe bring repeated, the man, b. 
Gon’s mercy, was immediately cv- 
red (4). 

They give not their wealth unt 

their flaves, &c. ]—Thefe words r¢ 
prove the idolatrous Meccans wh 
could admit created being to 
{hare of the divine honour, thoup: 
they fuffered not their flaves 1 
fhare with themfclves in what Go. 
had beftowed on them (5). 
_ 4 From among yourfelves. J—Thi : 
is, of your own nations and tribe: 
Some think the formation of Ev. 
from Adam is here intended. 


(3) Idem. (4) Idem. (5) Idem 


you 
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you good things for food. Will they therefore be- 
lieve in that which is vain, and ungratefully deny 
the goodnefs of Gop? They worfhip, befides Gon, 
idols which poffefs nothing wherewith to fuftain 
them, either in heaven or on earth; and have no 
power. Wherefore liken not any thing unto Gop': 
for Gop knoweth, but ye know not. Gop pro- 
poundeth as a parable a poffeffed flave, who hath 
power over nothing, and him on whom we have be- 
ftowed a good provifion from us, and who giveth 
alms thcreout both fecretly and openly *: fhall thefe 
two be efteemed equal? Gop forbid! But the greater 
part of them know it not. Gop alfo propoundeth 
as a parable two men; one of them born dumb, who 
is unable to do or underftand any thing, but is a bur- 
then unto his mafter; whitherfoever he fhall fend 
him, he fhall not return with any good fuccefs: fhall 
this man, and he who hath his fpeech and underftanding, 
and who commandeth that which is juft, and fol. 
loweth the right way, be efteemed equalt? Unto 
Gop alone is the fecret of heaven and earth known. 
And the bufinefs of the laft hour® fhall be only as 
the twinkling of an eye, or even more quick: for 
Gop is almighty. Gop hath brought you forth 
from the wombs of your mothers; ye knew nothing, 


for his family abundantly, and alfa 
affifteth others who have need, both 
in public and private (2). 

* Gop alfo propoundeth asa para- 
ble two men, &c. ]—The idol is here 
again reprefented under the image 


* Liken not any thing unto Gon. } 
-~—Or propound no fimilitudes or 
comparifons between him and his 
creatures. One argument the Mec- 
cans employed in defence of their 
idolatry, it feems, was, that the wor- 


fhip of inferior deities did honour to 
Gop; in the fame manner as the 
selpeét fhewed to the fervants of a 

1ince, dues honour to the prince 
himfelt (4). 

* Gop propoundeth as a parable a 
offefled flave, &c.J—The idols are 
ce likened to a flave, who is fo 

far from having any thing of his 
own, that he is himfelf in the pof- 
feflion of another ; whereas Gop is 
asa rich free man, who providcth 


(:) Idem. 


of one who, by a defeét in his 
fenfes, isa ufelefs burthen to the 
man who maintains him; and Gop, 
under that of a perfon completely 
qualified either to direét or to execute 
any ufeful undertaking. Some fup- 
pofe the comparifon is intended of a 
true believer and an infidel. 
" The bufinefs of the laft hour. 

That 1s, The refurretion of thg 
dead, 


(2) Idem, JaALLALO'DDINe 
Ko 


and 
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and he gave you the fenfcs of hearing and feeing, and 
underftandings, that ye might give thanks. Do 
they not behold the fowls which are enabled to fly 
in the open firmament of heaven? none {upporteth 
them except Gop. Verily hercin are figns unto peo- 
ple who believe. Gop hath alfo provided your 
houfes for habitations for you; and hath alfo pro- 
vided you tents of the fkins of cattle, which ye 
find light to be removed on the day of your departure 
to new quarters, and eafy to be pitched on the day of 
your fitting down thercin: and of their wool, and 
their fur, and their hair hath he fupplied you with 
furniture and houfchold-ftuff for a feafon. And Gop 
hath provided for you, of that which he hath created, 
conveniencies to fhadc you from the fun”, and he hath 
alfo provided you places of retreat in the mountains *, 
and he hath given you garments to defend you from 
the heat ’, and coats of mail to defend you in your 
wars. Thus doth he accomplifh his favour towards 
you, that ye may refign yourfelves untohim. But if 
they turn back; verily thy duty is public preaching 
only. They acknowledge the goodnefs of Gon, and 
afterwards they deny the fame’, but the greater part 
of them are unbelievers*, Ona certain day we will 
raife a witnefs out of every nation’: then they who 
fhall have been unbelievers fhall not be fuffered to 
excufe themfelves, neither fhall they be received into 
favour. And when they who fhall have aéted un- 
juftly fhall fee the torment prepared for them ; (it fhall 
not be mitigated unto them, neither fhall they be 


~ Conveniencies to fhade you from 
the fun.J—As trees, houfes, tents, 
mountains, &c. 

x Places of retreat in the moun- 
tains. |—viz. Caves and grottos both 
natural and artificial. 

¥ Todefend you from thc heat. ]-Al 
Beidawi fays, that one extreme, and 
that the moft infupportable in Ara- 
bia, is here put for both; but Jal- 
lalo’ddin fuppofes that by heat we 


are in this place to underftand cold. 


« They acknowledge the gooducfs 


of Gop, and afterwards they deny 
the ame ne Gop to be the 
author of all the bleffings they en- 
joy ; and yet direéting their worthi 
and thanks to their idols, by whole 
interceffion they imagine bleffings 
are obtained. 

« But the greater part of them are 
unbelievers. ]|—-Abfolutely denyin 
Gon’s providence, either sheoure 
ignorance, or perverfenefs, 

» Sce chap, 4. 


rcfpited ;) 
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refpited ;) and when thofe who have been guilty of 
idolatry fhall fee their falfe gods a they fhall fay, 
O Lorp, thefe are our idols which we invoked, be- 
fides thee. But they fhall return an anfwer unto 
them, faying, Verily ye are liars“. And on that day 
fhall the wicked offer fubmiffion unto Gop; and the 
falfe deities which they imagined fhall abandon them. 
As for thofe who fhall have been infidels, and fhall 
have turned afide others from the way of Gop, we 
will add unto them punifhment upon punifhment, 
becaufe they have corrupted others. On a certain day 
we will raife up in every nation a witnefs againft 
them from among themfelves; and we will bring 
thee, O MoHAMMED, as a witnefs againit thefe Ara- 
BIANS. Wehave fent down unto thee the book of the 
Koran, for an explication of every thing neceflary 
both as to faith and pra€tice, and a direétion, and mer- 
cy and good tidings unto the Moflems. Verily Gop 
commandeth juftice, and the doing of good, and the 
giving unto kindred what fhall be neceffary ; and he 
forbiddeth wickednefs, and iniquity, and oppreffion : 
he admonifheth you that ye may remember‘. Per- 
form your covenant with Gop ‘, when ye enter into 
covenant with him ; and violate not your oaths, after 
the ratification thereof; fince ye have made Gop a 


¢ Their falfe gods.]-——Literally; 


Their companions. 

¢ Ye are liars.|—For that we are 
not the companions of Gop, as ye 
imayined; neither did ye reall 
erve us, but your own corrupt af- 
fe€tions and lufts ; nor yet were ye 
led into idolatry by us, but ye fell 
into it of your own accord (1). 

¢ This verfe, which was the occa- 
fion of the converfion of Othman 
Ebn Matin, the commentators fay, 
containeth the whole, which itis a 
man’s duty either to perform or to 
avoid ; and is alone a fufficient de- 
monttration of what is faid in the 
foregoing verfe, Under the three 
things here commanded, they un- 


(3) Al Berpaw:. 


F4 


derftand the belief of Gon’s unity, 
without inclining to atheifm, on 
the one hand, or polytheifm, on 
the other; obedience to the come 
mands of. Gon; and charity to- 
wards thofe in diftrefs. And under 
the three things forbidden, they 
comprehend all corrupt and carnal 
affections; all falfe doétrines and 
heretical opinions; and all injuftice 
towards man (@). 

‘ Perform your covenant with 
Gon. ]—By perfevering in his true 
religion. Sone think that the oath 
of fidelity taken to Mohammed by 
he followers, is chiefly intended 

cIe. 


(2) Idem, 
witnels 
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witnefs over you. Verily Gov knoweth that which 
ye do. And be not like unto her who undoeth that 
which fhe hath fpun, untwifting it after fhe hath 
twifted it ftrongly *; taking your oaths between you 
deceitfully, becaufe one party is more numerous. than 
another party’. Verily Gop only temptcth you 
therein; and he will make that manifeft unto you, 
on the dav of refurreftion, concerning which ye now 
difagree. If Gop had pleafed, he would furcly have 

ade you one people': but he will lead into error 
whom he pleafcth, and he will dire€&t whom he 
pleafeth ; and vc fhall furely give an account of that 
which ye have done. Thercfore take not your oaths 
between you deceitfully, left your foot flip, after it 
hath becn ftcdfaftly fixed, and yc tafte evil in this life, 
for that ve have turned afide from the way of Gon; 
and ye fuffer a gricvous punifhment in the life to come. 
And fell not the covenant of Gon for a {mall price * ; 
for with Gop 1s abetter recompenfe prepared for you, 
if ye be men of underftanding. That which is with 
you will fail; but that which is with Gop is perma- 
nent : and we will furely reward thofe who fhal] per- 
fevere, according to the utmoft merit of their a€lions. 
Whofo worketh rightcoufnefs, whether he be male or 
female, and isa truc believer, we will furely raife him 
to a happy life; and we will give them their reward 
according to the utmoft merit of their a€lions. When 


# Be not like her who undocth 
that which fhe hath fpun, &c. 
Some fuppofe that a particular wo- 
man is meant in this paffage, who 
ufed (like Penelope) to undoat night, 
the work that fhe had done in the 
day. Her name, they fay, was 
Keita Bint Saad Ebn Teym, of the 
tribe of Koreiih (1). 

» Taking your oaths deceitfully, 
becaufe one party 1s more rumcrous 
than another. ]—OF this infincerity 
an their alliances the Koreifh are ac- 
cufed ; it being ufual with them, 
when they faw the cnemics of their 
confederates to be fuperior in force, 


(1) Al Berpawi, 





(2) Idem. 


to renounce their Jeague with thei 
old friends, and ftrike up one with 
the others (2). 

i One people. J—Or, of one re. 
ligion. 

k Sell not the covenant of Gon 
for a {mall price. ]—That is, Be nos 
prevailed on to renounce your rel1- 
gion, or your engagements with 
your prophet, by any promifes or 
gifts of the infidels. For, it feems, 
the Koreifh, to tempt the poorer 
Moflems to apoftatize,.made them 
offers, not very confiderable indeed, 
but fuch as they imagined might be 
worth their acceptance (3). 


(3) Idem. 
thou 
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thou readeft the Koran, have recourfe unto Gop, 
that he may preferve thee from Saran driven away 
with ftoncs’: he hath no power over thofe who be- 
lieve, and who put their confidence in their Lorn; 
but his power is over thofe only who take him 
for their patron, and who give companions unto 
GOD. When we fubftitute in the Koran an abro- 
gating verfe in licu of a verfe abrogated, (and Gop beft 
knoweth the fitnefs of that which he revealeth,) the 
infidels fay, Thou art only a forger of thefe verfes : 
but the greater part of then know not truth from 
fulfchood. Say, The holy fpint™ hath brought the 
famc down from thy Lorp with truth; that he may 
confirm thofe who believe, and fora dire€tion and 
good tidings unto the Moflems. We alfo know that 
they fay, Verily, a certain man teacheth him to com- 
pote the Koran. The tongue of the perfon unto 
whom they incline, is a foreign tongue; but this, 
wherein the Koran is written, 1s the perfpicuous Ara- 
ic tongue". Morcover as for thofe who believe not 

in 


1 When thou readeft the Koran, 
have recourfe unto Gon, &c. |]-Mo- 
hammed one day reading in the 
Koran, uttered a horrid blafphemy, 
to the great {candal of thofe who 
were prefent, as will be obferved in 
nother place (1) ; to excufe which 
he aflured them that thofe words 
were put into his mouth by the de- 
vil; and to prevent any fuch accident 
for the future, he is here taught to 
beg Gon’s protection before he en- 
tered on that duty (2). Hence the 
Mohammeaans, before they begin to 
read any part of this book, repeat 
ihefe words, I have recourfe unto 
Gop for affiltance againft Satan 
driven away with ftones. 

m The holy fpirit.]—viz. Gabriel. 
uee chap. 2. p, 17. 

" A certain man teacheth him, 
&c.J—This was a great obje€tion 


(1) Im not. ad cap. ge. 


made by the Meccans to the autho- 
rity of the Koran; for when Mo.- 
hammed infifted, as a proof of its 
divine orginal, that it was impofh- 
ble a man fo utterly unacquainted 
with learning as himfelf, could 
compofe fuch a book: they replied, 
that he had one or more affiftants 
in the forgery ; but as to the parti- 
cular perfon or perfons, fufpe&ed of 
this confederacy, the traditions dif- 
fer. One fays, it was Jabar, a 
Greek, fervant to Amer Ebnal Ha- 
diami, who could read and write 
well (3); another, that they were 
peat and Yesar, two flaves, who 
ollowed the trade of fword-cutlers 
at Mecca, and ufed to read the pen- 
tateuch and gofpel, and had often 
Mohammed for their auditor, when 
he paffed that way (4). Another 

ith, or Yaifh, a 


tells us, it wasone Ai 
domefic 


(2) Jarzuaro’nptn, Al Berpawr, Vanya, 


&c. (3) Al Zamaxnsnari, Al Batpawit, Yanya. (4) Al Zamaxwe 
Al Berpawi, See Paap. Life of Mah. p. 32. 


go 
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in the figns of Gop, Gop will not dire& them, and 
they fhall fuffer a painful torment: verily they ima- 


éomeflic of al Haweitcb Ebn abd al 
Uzza, who was a man of fome 
learning, and had embraced Mo- 
hammedifm (1). Another fuppofcs 
at was one Kais, a Chriflian, whofe 
houfe Mohammed frequented (2) ; 
another, thar 1t was Addas, a fer- 
vant of Otha Ebn Rabia (3); and 
another, that it was Salman the 
Perfian (4). 
According to fome Chriflian wri- 
ters (5), Abdallah Ebn Salam, the 
ew who was fo intimate with Mo- 
ammed, (named by one, according 
to the Hebrew diale&t, Abdias Ben 
Salon, and by another, Abdala Ce- 
Jen) was affifling to him in the com- 
iling his pretended revelations. 
Fis Jew Dr. Prideaux confounds 
with Salman the Perfian, who was 
avery different man, as a late au- 
sher (6) has obferved before me; 
wherefore, and for that we may 
have occafion to fpeak of Salman 
hereafter, it may be proper to add 
a brief extraft of his flory as told 
by himfelf. He was of a good fa- 
mily of Ifpahan, and, in his younger 
years, left the religion of his coun- 
ery to embrace Chriftianity ; and tra- 
welling into Syria, was advifed by 
a certain monk of Amunia, to go 
mto Arabia; where a prophct was 
expeéted to anfe about that time, 
who fhould eflablifh the religion of 
Abraham, and whom he fhould 
know, among other things, by the fea] 
of prophecy between his fhoulders. 
Salman performed the journey, and 
meeting with Mohammed at Koha, 
where he refted in his flight to Me- 
dina, foon found him to be the perfon 
he fought, and profeffed Iflam (7). 


(1) Idem. 
(4) Al Zamaxn. 


! Beipawt. 


Nuc#, C. 13. sce Anpreas, de con See 
(6) Gacnter not. in Abulf, vit. Moh. 
(7) Ex Ebn. Isuax. V. Gacnizr. ibid. 


Parip. Life of Mah. p. 33, 34. 


74s 


up. p. 35,&c. Gacmwiea,ubi fup. p. 30, 11. 


(9) Al Masupy, = (10) Aau’s 


i JTALLALo’pp1IN. 
£8) Riearp: Confut. legis Sarace- 


gine 


The general opinion of the Chrif- 
tians however 1s, that the chief help 
Mohammed had in the contriving his 
Koran was from a Neftorian monk 
named Sergius, fuppofed to be the 
famc perfon with the monk Boheira, 
with whom Mchammed in his youn- 
ger years had {ome conference at Bof- 
ra, a city of Syria Damafcena, where 
that monk refided (8}. To confirm 
which fuppofition, a paffage has been 
produced from an Arab writer (Q)» 
who fays that Boheira’s name in the 
books of the Chriflians, is Sergius ; 
but this is only a conje€ture; and 
another (10) tells us, his true name 
was Said, or Felix, and his furname 
Boheira. But be that as it will, if 
Boheira and Sergius were the fame 
man, I find not the Jeaft intimation 
in the Mohammedan writers, that he 
ever quitted his monaftery to go in- 
to Arabia (as is fuppofed by the 
Chriftians); and his acquaintance 
with Mohammed at Bolra was too 
early to favour the furmile of his 
afifting him in the Koran, which 
was compofed long after; though 
Mohammed might, from his dif- 
courfe, gain fome knowledge of 
Chriftiamiry and of the fcriptures, 
which might be of ufe to him there- 
In. 

From the anfwer given in this 
paflage of the Koran, to the objec. 
tion cf the infidels, viz. that the 
agai fufpeéted by them to have a 

and in the Koran, {poke a foreign 
language, and therefore could not, 
with any face of probability, be 
fuppofed to affift in a compofition 
wnitten in the Arabic tongue, and 
with fo great elegance, it is ree 

tos 


(3) Al ZAMAKH, Vanya. 


uf. fe€te Mahometane, c. 2. 


(8) See Priv. ubi 
Marnzac.de Alcor. | 
sana Bacasi ~ ° 
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ine a falfehood who believe not in the figns of Gon, 


aud they are really the lars. 


Whoever denieth Gop, 


fter he hath believed, except him who fhall be com- 
pellcd againft his will, and whole heart continueth 


{tedfaft in the faith, fhall be feverely chaftifed’: but 


this perfon was no Arabian. The 
word Ajami, which is here ufed, fig- 
iifies any foreign or barbarous lan- 
vagage in general; but the Arabs 
_Dplying it more particularly to the 
Verfian, it has been thence con- 
.iuded by fome, that Salman was 
‘he perfon ; however, if it be true 
sat he came not to Mohammed till 
aster the Hejra, either he cou'd not 
12 the man here intended, or elfe 
‘ais verfe muft have been revealed 
=: Medina, contrary to the common 
wpinion. 

* Except him who fhall he com- 
nelled againft his will, &c.J—Thefe 
words were added for the fake of 
Ammar Ebn Yafer, and fome others, 
who being taken and tortured by 
‘ye Koreith, renounced their faith 

at of fear, though their hearts 
‘“sveed not with their mouths (1). 
s feems Ammar wanted the con- 
nancy of his father and mother, 
x aferand Sommeya, who underwent 
4e like trial at the {ame time with 
reir fon, and refolutely refufing to 
‘ecant, were both put to death, the 
“fidels tying Sommeya between two 
samels, and ftriking a lance through 
ner privy parts (2). hen news 
“as brought to Mohammed, that 
“mmar had denied the faith, he 
‘aid, it could not be, for that Am- 
riar was full of faith from the crown 
<-f his head to the fole of his foot, 
faith being mixed and incorpo- 
rated with ii very flefh and blood ; 
aad when Ammar himfelf came 
“eeping to the prophet, he wiped 
bis eyes, faying, What fault was 
‘< of thine, if they forced thee ? 

But though it be here faid, that 
4ofe who apoftatize in appearance 


(1) Al Berpawr, Al Zamaxs, YAuyA, 


.2) Esn Suonnan, 


whoever 


only, to avoid death or torments, 
may hope for pardon from Goo, 
yet it is unanimoufly agreed by the 
Mohammedan doétors, to be much 
more meritorious and pleafing in 
the fight of Gop, courageoufly and 
nobly to perfift in the true faith, 
and rather to fuffer death itfelf than 
renounce it, even in words. Nor 
did the Mohammedan religion want 
its martyrs, in the f{tri&t fenfe of the 
word: of which I will here give 
two inftances, befides the above- 
mentioned. One is that of Khobaib 
Ebn Ada, who being perfidioufly 
fold to the Koreifh, was by them 
putto death in a cruel manner, b 

mutilation, and cutting off his fle 

piece-meal ; and being afked in the 
midft of his toitures, whether he 
did not wifh Mohammed was in his 
place, anfwered, I would not with 
to be with my family, my fubftance, 
and my children, on condition that 
Mohammed was only to be pricked 
with athorn (3). The other is that 
of a man who was put to death by 
Mofeilama, on the following occafi- 
on. That falfe prophet having tak- 
en two of Mohammed’s followers, 
afked one of them what he faid of 
Mohammed? the man anfwered 
That he was the apoflle of Gon: 
And what fayeft thou of me? added 
Mofeilama; to which he replied, 
Thou alfo art the apoftle of Gon ; 
whereupon he was immediately dif 
miffed in fafety. But the other, 
having returned the fame aafwer to 
the former queftion, refufed to give 
any to the aft, though required to do 
itthree feveral times, but pretended 
to be deaf, and was therefore fain. 
It is related that Mohammed, ti 


(2) Al Bsrzsawh 


93 Ar KORAN. Cuap. 16. 


whocver fhall voluntarily profefs infidelity, on thofe 
fhall the indignation of Gon fall, and they fhall 
fuffer a grievous punifhment. This fhall be their fen- 
tence, becaufe they loved the ‘prefent life above that 
which is to come, and for that Gop dire@eth not the 
unbelieving people. Thefe are they , whofe hearts, 
and hearing, and fight, Gop hath fealed, up; and 
thefe are the negligent: there is no doubt but that 
in the next life they fhall perifh. Moreover thy Lorn 
will be favourable unto thofe who have fled their 
country, after having fuffercd perfecution”®, and been 
compelled to deny the faith by violence, and who have 
fince fought in defence of the truce religion, and have 
perfevercd with patience; verily unto thefe will thy 
Lorp be gracious and merciful, after they fhall have 
fhewn their fincerity. Ona certain day fhall every foul 
come to plead for itfelf*, and every foul fhall be re- 
paid that which it fhall have wrought ; and they fhall 
not be treated unjuftly. Gop propoundeth as a para- 
ble a city’ which was fecure and quiet, unto which 
her provifions came in abundance from every fide; 
but fhe ungratefully denied the favours of Gop: 
wherefore Gop caused her to tafte the extreme famine, 
and fear, becaufe of that which they had done. And 
now is an apoftle come unto the inhabitants of Mecca 
from among themfelves: and they accufe him of im- 


the flory of thefe two men was told 
him, faid, The firft of them threw 
himfelf on Gon’s m rey ; but the lar- 
ter profelfed the trith ; and he fhall 
find his account init (1). 

? ‘| hole who have fled their coun- 
try, afterhaving fuftered perfecution, 
&c.'|—As did Ammar, who made 
one in both the flights. Some, read- 
ine the verb with different vowels, 
render the laft words, after having 
periecuted the true believers; and 
inffance inal Hadrami, who obliged 
a fervant of his to renounce Moham- 
medifm, by force, but afterwards, 
cogetber with that fervant, profeffed 


the fame fauh, and fled for it (2). 
-{1} AlBripawi. 


(2) Idem. 


4 Every foul fhall come to plead for 
it{elf. |—That is, Every perfon fhall 
be folicitous for his own falvation, 
not concerning himielf with the 
condition of another, but crying out, 
My own foul, my own foul (3)! 

* Gop propoundeth asa parable a 
city, &c.|—This example 1s applied 
to every city which, having received 
great bieflings from Gop, becom- 
eth infolent and unthankful, and is 
therefore chaflifed by fome fignal 
judgment; or rather to Mecca in 
particular, on which the calamities 
threatened inthis paffage, viz. both 
famine and {word,° were inflitted 


(4). 
(3) Idem. = (4) Idem. 


pofture : 
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pofture: wherefore a punifhment fhall be inflicted on 
them, while they are atling unjuftly. Eat of what 
Gop hath given you for food, that which 1s lawful 
and good; and be thankful for the favours of Gop, 
if ye ferve him. He hath only forbidden you that 
which dieth of itfelf, and blood, and {wine's flcfh, 
and that which .hath been flain in the name of any, 
'yefides Gop‘. But unto him who fhall be compelled 
py neceflity to eat of thefc things, not lufting nor wil- 
fully tranfgreffing, Gop will furely be gracious and 
merciful. And fay not that whercin your tongues 
utter a lie: This is lawful, and this is unlawful’; 
that ye may devife a lie concerning Gop: for they 
who devile a lie concerning Gon, thall not profper. 
They fhall have {mall enjoyment in this world, and in 
that which is to come they fhall fuffer gricvous tor- 
ment. Unto the Jews did we forbid that which we 
have told thee formerly*: and we did them no in- 
jury in that refpett; but they injured their own 
fouls”. Moreover thy Lorn will be favourable unto 
thofe who do evil through ignorance; and afterwards 
repent and amend: verily unto thefe will thy Lorp 
be gracious and inerciful after their repentance. Asra- 
uAamM was a model of true religion, obedient unto 
Gop, orthodox, and not an idolater*: he was 
alfo grateful for his benefits: wherefore GOD chole 
him, and direéted him into the right way. And we 
beftowed on him good in this world; and in the next 
he fhall furely be onc of the righteous. We have allo 
fpoken unto thee, O Mouarsroy by revelation, 
faying, Follow the rengion of ABRAHAM, who was 
orthodox, and was no idolater. The fabbath was 
only appointed unto thole who differed with their 


* Sce chap. 5. 1, ¢. Vhey were forbidden things 


"And fay not—This ts lawful, and 
this is unlawful. |—Alowing what 
Gop hath forbidden, and fupe- 
ftinoufly abllaining fiom what he 
hath allowed. See chap. 6. 

* Formerly.J—viz. In the 6th 
shaptcr. ; 

~ They injuied their own fouls. '~ 


which were in themfelves indiffe- 
rent, as a puaifhment for their wick- 
ednefs and rebellion. 

* And was not an idolater. ]—This 
was to reprehend the idolatrous Ko- 
roth, who pretended that they pio- 
{ffed the religion of Abraham. 


prophet 
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prophet concerning it’; and thy Lorp will furcly judge 
between them, on the day of refurreétion, as to that 
concerning which they differed. Invite men unto the 
way of thy Lorn, by wifdom and mild exhortation ; 
and difpute with them in the moft condefcending man- 
ner: for thy Lorp well knoweth him who ftrayeth 
from his path, and he well knoweth thofe who are 
rightly dire€ted. If ye take vengeance on any, take 
a vengeance proportionable to the wrong which hath 
been done you‘; but if ye fuffer wrong patiently, 
verily this will be better for the patient". Wherefore 
do thou bear oppofition with patience; but thy pa- 
tience fhall not be practicable, unlefs with Gon’s affift- 
ance. And be not thou grieved on account of the 
unbelievers; neither be thou troubled for that which 
they fubtilely devife; for Gop is with thofe who fear 


him, and are upright. 


y Who differed with their prophet 
concerning it. hefe were the 
Jews; who being ordered by Mofes 
to fet apart Friday (the day now ob- 
ferved by the Mohammedans) for 
the exercife of divine worfhip, re- 
fufed it, and chofe the fabbath-day, 
becaufe on that day Gop refled from 
his works of creation: for which 
reafon they were commanded to keep 
the day they had chofen in the ftriét. 
eft manner (1). 

= If ye take vengeance, &c. ]-This 
paflage is fuppofed to have been re- 





vealed at Medina, on occafion of 


Hamza, Mohammed’s uncle, being 
flain at the battle of Ohod. For the 
infidels having abufed his dead body, 
by taking out his bowels, and cutting 
off his ears and his nolfe, when Mo- 
hammed faw it, he {wore that if Gop 

ranted him fuccefs, he would reta- 
sate thofe cruelties on feventy of the 


Koreifh; but he was by thefe words 
forbidden to execute what he had 
fworn, and accordingly made void 
his oath (2). Abu’ifeda makes the 
number on which Mohammed fwore 
to wreak his vengeance, to be but 
thirty (3): but it may be obferved by 
the wav, that the tranflator renders 
the paffage in that author, Gon hath 
revealed unto me that I fhall retali- 
ate, &c. inflead of, 1f Gop grant me 
vidtorv over the Koreifh, I will] reta- 
liate, &c. reading Lain adhharni, for 
adhfarni; Gon, far from putting this 
dcfizgn into the prophet’s head by a 
revelation, exprefsly forbidding him 
to put it in execution. 

4 The patient.|—Here, fays al 
Beidawi, the Koran principally points 
at Mohammed, who was of al] men 
the moft confpicuous for meeknefs 
and clemency. 


(1) Idem, Jagzato’poim. (2) Jidem, (3) Asu’sr. Vit. Moh. p. 68, 


CHAP. 
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CLAP. 17. 


C H A P. XVIL 


Intitled, The Night-Journey®; revealed at 
MEccA“. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


: RAISE be unto him who tranfported his XV. 
P fervant by night from the facred temple of 
Mecca to the farther temple of JerusaLtem 4, the 
s«rcuit of which we have bleffed, that we might 
thew him fome of our figns; for GOD is he who 
reareth, and feeth, And we gave unto Moses 
tre book of the law, and appointed the fame to be a 
dire€tion unto the children of IsrazL, commanding 
them, faying, Beware that ye take not any other 


patron befides me. 


b The reafon of this emeriptton 
appears in the firft words. Some 
» wide the chapter, The children of 
ifrael. 

¢ Some except eight verfes, be- 
ginning at chefe words, It wanted 
ttle but that the infidels had feduced 
thee, &c. ; 

« Who tranfported his fervant by 
night, from the temple of Mecca to 
whe temple of Jerufalem.]——From 
‘hence he was carried through the 
feven heavens to the prefence of 
‘op, and brought ais again to 
Wlecca the fame night. 

This journey of Mohammed to 
heaven is fo well known, that I may 
be pardoned if I omit the defcription 
of it. The Englith reader may find 
xt in Dr, Prideaux’s life of Ma- 
homet (1), and the learned in Abu’l- 
feda (2), whofe annotator has cor- 
t2&ted feveral miftakes in the rela- 
uion of Dr, Prideaux, and in other 
vITIters, 


Lal 


fa) Vit. Moham. cap. 19. 


O pofterity of thofe whom we 
carried in the ark with Noau‘: 


verily he was a 
grateful 


Itis a difpute among the Moham. 
medan divines, whether their pro- 

het’s night-journey was really per. 
ormed by him corporally, or whee 
ther it was only a dream or vifion. 
Some think the whole was no more 
than a vifion; and allege an ex- 
prefs tradition of Moawiyah (3), 
one of Mohammed?s fucceffors, to 
that purpofe. Others fuppofe he 
was carried bodily to Jerufalem, but 
no farther; and that he afcended 
thence to heaven in fpiritonly. But 
the received opinion is, that it was 
no vilion, but that he was aétually 
tranfported in the body to his jour- 
ney’s end; and if any impoffibility 
be objefted, they think it a fuffi- 
cient anfwer to fay, that it might 
eafily be effe€ted by an omnipotent 
agent (4). 

* O pofterity of thofe, &c.J—The 
commentators are put to it to find 
out the connexion of thefe words 
with the foregoing. Some think 

the 


(1) Pag. 43, &c. See alfo Morcan’s Muhometifm explained, vol. ¢. 
) Vi (3) V. Ibid, c. 18. 


(4) Al Bstpaws, 
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grateful fervant. And we exprefsly declared unto the 
children of Israx in the book of the law, faying, 
Ye will furely commit evil in the earth twice’, and 
ye will be elated with great infolence. And when the 
punifhment threatened for the firft of thofe tranfgref- 
fions came to be executed, we fent againft you our fer- 
vants*, endued with exceeding ftrength in war, and they 
fearched the inner apartments of your houfes: and 
the prediftion became accomplifhed. Afterwards we 
gave you the victory over them®, in your turn, and 
we granted you increafe of wealth and children, and 
we made you a more numerous people, faying, If ye 
do well, ye will do well to your own fouls; and if ye 
do evil, ye will do at unto the fame. And when the pu- 
nifhment threatencd for your latter tran {greffion came to 
be executed, we fent enemies againil you to affliét you’, 


the accufative cafe is here put for 
the vocative, as I have tranflated it: 
and others interpret the words tlius, 
Take not for your patrons, befides 
me, the pofterity of thofc, &c. mean- 
ing, mortal men. 

F Ye will furely commit evil in the 
earth twice.J——Their firft tranf- 
greflion was their rejefling the de- 
cifions of the law, their putting Hai- 
ah to death (1), and their imprifon- 
ing of Jeremiah (2): and the {e- 
cond, was their flaying of Zacha- 
riah, and John the Baptit, and 
their imagining the death of Jx- 
sus (9). 

& We {ent againft you our fervanta, 
&c.|—Thefe were Jalit, or Goliathy 
and his forces (4); or Sennachenb 
the Affyrian; or elfe Nebuchadnez- 
zar, whom the eaftern writcrs call 
Bakhtnaft, (which was however only 
his furname, his true name being 
Gudarz, or Raham) the governor of 
Babylon under Lohorafp, king of 
Perfin (5), who tédk Jerufalem, and 
deftréyed the temple. 


(1) Idem. 
AH YAy, 5 


(7) Yagta, Jau.aro’ppin. 


(2) Jarraro’pDIn. 
Al Zamaxusnari, Al Bsipawi, 


and 


_» Afterwards we gave you the 
vitory over them, &c.]—By per- 
mittirg David to kill Goliath; or by 
the miraculous defeat of Sennache- 
rib’s army; or for that Gop put it 
into the heart of Bahman the fon of 
Isfandiyar, when he fucceeded his 
giandfather Lohorafp, to order Ki- 
rc{h, or Cyrus, then governor of 
Babylon, to fend home the Jews 
fiom their captivity, under the con- 
dutt of Damel; which he accord- 
ingly did, and they prevailed againft 
thofe whom Bakhtnafi had left in the 
land (6). ; } 

i We fent enemies againft you to 
affli€&t you. J-Some imagine the army 
meant in this place was that of 
Bakhtnafr (7); but others fay the 
Perfiaus conquered the Jews this 
fecond time by the arms of Gudarz 
(by whom they feem to intend 
Antiochus Epiphanes,) one of the 
fucceffors of Alexander at Babylon. 
Itis related that the general in this 
expedition, entering the temple, 
faw blood bubbling up on the great 

altar, 


(3) Tidem. 


(4) JanLALo’ppIN, 


(6) Jidem. 
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and to enter the temple, as they entered it the firft 
time, and utterly to deftroy that which they had con- 
qucred, Peradventure your Loro will have mercy 
on you hereafter: but if ye return to tranfgrefs a third 
time, we alfo will return to chaftife you"; and we have 
appointed hell to be the prifon of the unbelievers. 
Verily this Koran directeth unto the way which is 
moft right, and declarcth unto the faithful, who do 
ood works, that they fhall receive a great reward ; 
and that for thofe who believe not in the life to come, 
we have prepared a grievous punifhment. Man pray- 
eth for evil, as he praycth for good’; for man is 


hafty ™. 


altar, and afking the reafon of it, the 
Jews cold him it was the blood of a 
facrifice which had not been accept- 
ed of Gon; to which he replied, 
that they had not told him the truth, 
and ordered a thoufand of them to 
be flain on the altar: but the blood 
not ceafing, he told them, that if 
they would not confefs the truth, 
he would not fpare one of them; 
whereupon they acknowledged it 
was the blood of John: and the 
general faid, Thus hath your Lorp 
taken vengeance on you; and then 
cried out, O John, my Lorp and 
thy Lorp knoweth, what hath be- 
fallen thy people for thy fake; 
wherefore let thy blood ftop, by 
Gon’s permiffion, left I leave not one 
of them alive ; upon which the blood 
immediately ftopped (1). | 

Thefe are the explications of the 
commentators, wherein their igno~ 
rance in ancient hiftory is fufficiently 
manifelt; though perhaps Moham- 
med himfelf, in this latter paflage, 
intended the deftru€tion of Jerufalem 
by the Romans. 

* Burif ye return to tranfgrefs a 
third time, we alfo will return to 
chaftife you. ]—And this came ac- 
cornet to pafs: for the Jews being 
again {fo wicked as to rejeét Moham- 
a and conf{pire againft his life, 

ox. I, 


(2) Al Berpaw:. 


We have ordained the night and the day for 


two 


Gop delivered them into his hands $ 
and he exterminated the tribe of 
Koreidha, and flew the chiefs of 
that of al Nadir, and cbliged the reft 
am the Jewith tribes to pay tribute 
2). 

‘Man _prayeth for evil, as he 
prayeth for good.J—Out of igno- 
rance, miftaking evil for good; or 
making wicked imprecations on him- 
{clf and others, out of paffion and 
impatience. 

™ Man is hafty.]—Or inconfides 
rate, not weighing the confequence 
of what he afks. 

It is faid that the perfon here 
meant 1s Adam, who when the 
breath of life was breathed into his 
noftrils, and had reached fo far as 
his navel, though the lower part of 
hig body was, as yet, but a piece 
of clay, muft needs try to rife up, 
and got an ugly fall by the bargain. 
But others pretend the palfage was 
revealed on the following occafion. 
Mohammed committed a certaincap- 
tive to the charge of his wife, Sawda 
bint Zamaa, who, moved with com- 
patsen at the man’s groans, un- 
ound him, and let him efcape: 
upon which the prophet, ia the a 
motions of his anges, wifhed her 
hand might fall off; but. immedi- 
ately compofing himfelf, ae ae 

Ou 


(2) Idem, a 
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two figns of our power: afterwards we blot out the 
fign of the night, and we caufe the fign of the day 
to fhine forth, that ye may endeavour to obtain 
plenty from your Lorp by doing your bufincfs there- 
in, and that ye may know the number of years, and 
the computation of time; and every thing neceffary 
have we explained by a perfpicuous explication. The 
fate" of cvery man have we bound about his neck °; 
and we will produce unto him, on the day of refurrec- 
tion, a book whercin his a€tions fhall be recorded: it 
fhall be offered him open, and the angels fhall fay unto 
him, Read thy book ; thine own foul will be a fufficient 
accomptant againft thee, this day’. He who fhall 
be rightly diretted, fhall be direéted to the advantage 
only of his own foul; and he who fhall err, fhall err 
only againft the fame: neither fhall any laden foul be 
charged with the burthen of another. We did not 
punifh any people, until we had firft fent an apoftle to 
warn them, And when we refolved to deftroy a city, 
we commanded the inhabitants thereof, who lived in 
affluence, to obey our apoftle; but they ated cor- 
ruptly thercin: wherefore the fentence was juftly pro- 
nounced againtt that city; and we deftroyed it with an 
uttcr deftruétion. And how many generations have we 
confumed fince Noau? for thy Lorp fufficiently 
knoweth and fecth the fins of his fervants, Whofo- 
ever choofeth this tranfitory life, we will beftow on 
him therein before-hand that which we pleafe; on 
him, namely, whom we pleafe: afterwards will we 
appoint hin hell for his abode; he fhall be thrown in- 
to the fainc to be f{corched, covered with ignominy, 


Cuar, 17, 


loud, O,Gon, I am but a man; 
therc foie turn my curfe into a blef- 
fing (1). 

* The fate. |]—Literally, the bird, 
which is here uled to figuify a man’s 
fortune orfucceis; the Arabs, as well 
as the Grecks and Romans, taking o- 
mens from the flight of birds, wh:rh 
they fuppofed to por:end good luck, 
#f they flcw from the left to the 


right, but if from the mght to the 
left, the contrary; the like judgment 
they alfo made when certain beafts 
paffed before them. 

¢ Have we bound about his neck. ] 
Like acollar, which he cannot byany 
means get off. See the Prelim. Dile: 
felt. IV. p.137-  - 

¥ Sce ibid. p. 117, 


(4) JAR Loon Sores 


and 
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and utterly reje€ted from mercy. But whofoever 
choofeth the life to come, and dire&teth his endea- 
vour towards the fame, being alfo a true betever; 
the endeavour of thefe fhall be acceptable unto GOD. 
On all will we beftow the bleffings of this life, bo:': on 
thefe and on thofe, of the gift of thy Lorn; for 
the gift of thy Lorp fha]l not be denied unto ahy. 
Behold, how we have caufed fome of them to furpafs 
others in wealth and dignity: but the next life fhall 
be more confiderable in degrees of honour, and greater 
in excellence. Set not up another god with the true 
Gop, left thou fit down in difgrace, and deftitute. 
Thy Lorp hath commanded that ye worfhip none, 
befides him; and that ye fhew kindnefs unto your pa- 
rents, whether the one of them, or both of them at- 
tain to old age with thee’. Wherefore fay not unto 
them, Fy on you! neither reproach them, but {peak 
refpeCtfully unto them; and fubmit to behave hum- 
bly* towards them, out of tender affettion, and fay, O 
Lorp, have mercy on them both, as they nurfed me 
when I was little. Your Lorp well knoweth that 
which is in your fouls; whether ye be men of inte- 
grity: and he will be gracious unto thofe who fin- 
cerely return unto him. And give unto him who is 
of kin to you his due‘, and allo unto the poor, and 
the traveller. And wafte not thy fubftance profufely: 
for the profufe are brethren of the devilst: and the 
devil was ungrateful unto his Lorp. But if thou 
turn from them, in expe€tation of the mercy which 


« With thee. ]<-That is, receiving 
their fupport and maintenance from 
thee. 

¥ Submit to behave humbly, &c. J 
Literally, Lower the wing of humi- 
lity, &c. 

* His due.|—That is, friendfhip 
and affection, and affiftance in time 
of need. 

* The profufe are brethren of the 
devils.]——Prodigality, and {quan- 


dering away one’s fubftance in folly 
or luxury being a very great fin. The 
Arabs were particularly guilty of ex- 
travagance in mu | els, and 
diftributing them by Jot, merely out 
of vanity and oftentation; which 
they are forbidden by this paffage, 
and commanded to beftow what they 
could {pare on their poor relations, 
and other indigent people (1). 


{1) Al Berpawi. 


Ge 


thou 


4100 Ar KOR AN. Cuap. 17. 


thou hopeft from thy Lorn"; at leaft, fpeak kindly 
unto them. And let not thy hand be tied up to thy 
neck ; neither open it with an unbounded expanfion”, 
left thou become worthy of reprehenfion, and be re- 
duced to poverty. Verily thy Lorn will enlarge the 
ftore of whom he pleafeth, and will be fparing unto 
whom he pleafeth; for he knoweth and regardeth his 
fervants. Kill not your children for fear of being 
brought to want; we will provide for them and for 
you: verily the killing them is a great fin*. Draw 
not near unto fornication; for it is wickednefs, and 
an evil way. Neither flay the foul which Gop hath 
forbidden you to flay, unlefs for a juft caufe’; and 
whofoever fhall be {lain unjuftly, we have given his 
heir power to demand fatisfa€lion*; but let him not 
exceed the bounds of moderation in putting to death 
the murderer in too cruel a manner, or by revenging 
his friend’s blood on any other than the perfon who kill- 
ed him; fince he 1s affifted by this lw*. And meddle 
not with the fubftance of the orphan unlefs it be to 
improve it, until he attain his age of ftrength>: and 
perform your covenant; for the performance of your 
covenant fhall be inquired into hereafter. And give 
full meafure, when you meafure aught; and weigh 
with a juft balance. This will be better, and more 


* Jf thou turn from them in expec- 
tation, &c.}—That is, if thy prefent 
ciscumftances will not permit thee 
to afift others, defer thy charity till 
Gop fhall grant thee better ability. 

~ Let not thy hand bc tied up, nei- 
ther open it with an unbounded ex- 
pactons e. Be neither niggardly 
nor profufe, but obferve the means 
between the twoextiemes, wherein 
confifts true liberality (1). 

x See chap.6, and chap. 81. 

Y Unlefs for a juft caufe.]—The 
crimes for which a man may juflly 
be put to death are thefe: apoftafy, 
adultery, and murder (2). 


(:) Al Berpawt. 


(2) Idem. 
(5) V. Al Beipawi. 


(3) Sce chap. . p. ge. 


= We have given his heir power 
to demand fatisfaGtion. |—It being a1 
the cle€tion of the heir, or next of 
kin, either to take the life of the 
murderer, or to accept of a fine in 
licu of it (3). 

« Since he is afiifted, Sc. ]—Some 
refer the pronoun, he, to the perfon 
flain, for the avenging whofe death 
this law was made; fome to the heir, 
who hasa right granted him to de. 
mand fatisfaétion for his friend’s blood 
(4); and others to him who thal] be 
flain by the heir, if he carry his veu- 
geance too far (5). 


b See chap. 4. p. 93. 
(4) Yanya. 


ealy 
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eafy for determining every man’s due‘. And _ follow 
not that whereof thou halt no knowledge‘; for the 
hearing, and the fight, and the heart, every of thefe 
fhall be examined at the laft-day. Walk not proudly 
in the land, for thou canft not cleave the earth, net- 
ther fhalt thou equal the mountains in ftature. All 
this is evil, and abominable in the fight of thy Lorn. 
Thefe precepts are a part of the wifdom which thy 
Lorp hath revealed unto thee. Set not up any other 
Gop as equal unto Gop, left thou be caft into hell, 
reproved and rejetted. Hath your Lorn preferably 
granted unto you fons, and taken for himfelf daugh- 
ters from among the angels‘? Verily in afferting this 
yeuttcr a grievous faying. And now have we ufed 
various arguments and repetitions in this Kor4N, that 
thev may be warned; yet it only rendereth them 
more difpofed to fly from the truth. Say unto the ido- 
laters, If there were other gods with him, as ye fay, 
they would-furely feek an occafion of making fome at- 
tempt againft the pofleffor of the throne‘: Gon for- 
bid! and far, very far, be that from him which they 
utter! The feven heavens praife him, and the earth, 
and all who are therein: neither is there any thing 
which doth not celebrate his praife; but ye under- 
ftand not their celebration thercof: he is gracious and 
merciful. When thou readeft the Koran, we place 
between thee and thofe who belicve nat jn the life to 
come, a dark veil; and we put coverings over their 
hearts, left they fhould underftand it, and in their 
ears thickncfs of hearing. And when thou makelt 


© Moreeafy for determining, ae 


or giving credit ta idle reports of 
Or, moreadvantageousin theend (1 


“ Follow not that whereof thou 
haft no knowledge. ]—i. e. Vain and 
uncertain opinions, which thou halt 
not good reafon to believe true, or 
at leaft probable. Some interpret 
the words, Accufe not another of a 
crime whereof thou haft no know- 
ledge; fuppofing they forbid the 
bearing falfe witnefs, or the {pread- 


(1) Idem, Al Zamaxu. 
G 3 


‘ aikeve(a). 


¢ Sce chap. 16. p. 82, 83. 

* They would make fome attempt 
againft the poffeflor of the throne. J- 
1,¢. They would in all probability 
contend with Gop for fapenoany. 
and endeavour to dethrone him, in 
the fame manner as princes ag with 
one another on earth. 


(2) lidem. 
mention, 
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mention, in repeating the Koran, of thy Lorp 
only *, they turn their backs, flying the do@rine of his 
unity. We well know with what defign they hearken, 
when they hearken unto thee, and when they pri- 
vately difcourfe together: when the ungodly fay, 
Ye follow no other than a mad-man. Behold! what 
epithets they beftow on thee. But they are deceived: 
neither can they find any juft occafion to reproach thce. 
They alfo fay, After we fhall have become bones and 
duft, fhall we furely be raifed a new creature? An 
{wer, Be ye ftoncs, or iron, or fome creature more 
improbable in your opinions to be raifed to life. But 
they will fay, Who fhall reftore us to life? Anfwer, 
He who created you the firft time: and they will wag 
their headsat thee, faying, When fhall this be ? Anfwer, 
Peradventure it is nigh. On that day fhall Gop call 
you forth from your fepulchres, and ye fhall obey, with 
celebration of his praife"; and ye fhall think that ye 
tarried' but a little while. Speak unto my fervants, 
that they fpeak mildly unto the unbelicvers, left ye 
exafperate them; for Satan foweth difcord among 
them, and Satan is a declared enemy unto man. 
Your Lorp well knoweth you; if he pleafeth, he 
will have mercy on you, or, if he pleafeth, he will 
punifh you*: and we have not fent thee to be a ftew- 
ard overthem. Thy Lorp well knoweth all perfons 


Car. 17,’ 


in heaven and on earth‘, 


® OF thy Lorp only.J—Not al- 
lowing their gods to be his aflociates, 
nor praying their intercefhon with 


im. 
h Ye fhall obey, with celebration 
of his praife.]-The dead, fays al Bci- 
dawi, at his call fhall immediately 
rife, and fhaking the duft off their 
heads, fhall fay, Praife be unto thee, 


on. 

> That ye tarried.]—viz. In your 
graves; or, inthe world. 

k Your Lorp well knoweth you, 

&c. |—Thefe words are defigned as a 

attern for the Moflems to follow, 

tn difcourfing with the idolaters ; 


(1) Al Burpawi. 


We have beftowed pecu- 


by which they are taught to ufe foft 
and dubious expreffions, and not to 
tel] them direftly that they are doom- 
ed to hell-fire; which, befides the 
prefumption in offering to determine 
the fentence of others, would enly 
make them more irreconcileable cne- 
mies (1). 

1 ‘Thy Lorn well knoweth all per- 
fons, &c.J]—And may choofe whom 
he pleafes for his embaflador. This 
is an anfwer to the objections of the 
Koreifh, that Mohammed was the 
orphan pupil of Abu Taleb, and fol- 
lowed bya parcel of naked and hun- 
gry fellows (2). 


( 2 ) Idem. ; 
liar 
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liar favours on fome of the prophets, preferably to 
others ; and we gave unto Davip the pfalms™ Say, 
Call upon thofe whom ye imagine to be gods befides 
him; yet they will not be able to free you from 
harm, or to turn it on others. Thofe whom ye in- 
voke*, do themfelves defire to be admitted to a near 
conjunétion with their Lorp 4 Rriving which of them 
fhall approach neareft unto him: they alfo hope for 
his mercy, and dread his punifhment ; for the pu- 
nifhment of thy Loxp is terrible. There is no city 
but we will deftroy the fame before the day of refur- 
re€tion, or we will punifh it with a grievous punifh- 
ment. This is written in the book of our eternal 
decrees. Nothing hindered us from fending thee 
with miracles, except that the former nations have 
charged them with impofture. We gave unto the 
tribe of THamup, at their demand, the fhe-camel 
vifible to their fight; yet they dealt unjuftly with 
her°: and we fent not a prophet with miracles, 
but to ftrike terror, Remember when we faid 
unto thee, Verily thy Lorp encompaffeth men 
by his knowledge and power. We have appointed 
the vifion which we fhewed thee’, and alfo the 


tree 
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= The pfalms.]—Which were a 
greater honour to him than his kirg- 
dom; and wherein Mohammed and 
his people are foretold by thefe 
words, among others (1) ; The righ- 
teous fhall inherit the earth (2). 

" Thofe whom ye invoke. |—viz. 
The angels and prophets, who are 
the fervants of Gon as well as your- 
felves. 

© See chap. 7. 

®» The vifion which we fhewed 
thee, &c.J—Mohammed’s journey to 
heaven is generally agreed to be in- 
tended in this place; which occafi- 
oned great heats and debatcs a- 
mong his followers, ull they were 


(1) V. Marrac. in Alc. p. 28, &c. Parp. life of Mah. p. 122. 


Pfal. xxxvii. 28. Al Berpawl. 


quieted by Abu Becr’s hearing tcfti- 
mony to the truth of it (3). The 
word vifion, here ufed, is urged by 
thofe who take this journey to have 
been no more than a dream, asa 
plain confirmation of their opinion. 
Some, however, fuppofe the vifion 
meant in this paflage was not the 
night-journey, but the dream Mo- 
hammed {aw at Hodeibiya, where- 
in he feemed to make his entrance in- 
to Mecca id) 5 or that at Bedr (5); 
or elfe a vifion he had relating to the 
family of Ommeya, whom he faw 
mount his pulpit, and jump about 
init ike monkeys; upon which he 
fuid, This is their portion in this 
4 would, 


(2) 


(3) V. Asurr. vit. Moh. p. 39. 8 


not. ibid. Pripzaux, life of Mah. p. 50, and Prelim. Dife. fe&. II. p. 61. 


(4) Sce Kor. chap. 48, 


(5) See chap. 8. 
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tree? curfed in the Koran, only for an occafion of 
difpute unto men, and to ftrike them with terror ; bu: 
it fhall caufe them to tranfgrefs only the morc enor- 
moufly. And remember when we faid unto the angels, 
Worfhip Apam; and they all worfhipped him ex- 
cept Esxis, who faid, Shall I worfhip him whom 
thou haft created of clay ? And he faid, What thinkeft 
thou, as to this man whom thou haft honoured above 
me ? verily, if thou grant me refpite until the day of 
refurrection, I will extirpate his offspring, except a few. 
GOD anfwered, Be gone, I grant thee refpite: but 
whofoever of them fhall follow thee, hell fhall furely 
be your reward; an ample reward for your demerits’! 
And entice to vanity fuch of them as thou canft, by thy 
voice ; and affault them on all fides, with thy horfemen 
and thy footmen®; and partake withthem in their riches, 
and their childrent; and make them promifes; (bui 
the devil fhal] make them no other than deceitful pro- 
mifes :) as to my fervants thou fhalt have no power over 
them ; for thy Loxp is a fufficient proteétor of thofe 
who truftin him. It is your Lorp who driveth for- 
ward the fhips for you in the fea, that ye may {eek 
to enrich yourfelves of his abundance by commerce; for 
he is merciful towards you. When a misfortunc be- 
falleth you at fea, the falfe deities whom ye invoke are 
forgotten by you, except him alone: yct when he 
bringeth you fafe to dry land, ye retire afar off from 
him, and return to your idols ; for man is ungrateful *. 
Are ye therefore fecure that he will not caufe the d 

land to fwallow you up, or that he will not fend 
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world, which they have gained by 


their profeffion of Iflam (1). But if 


any of thefe latter expofitions be 
true, the verfe muft have been re- 
vealed at Mcdina. 

@ The curfed tree. ]——Called al 
Zakkim, which fprings from the 
bottom of hell (2). 

* See chap. 2. p. 7,8, and chap. 7. 

* With thy horfemen and with thy 
footmen. ]—1.e. With all thy forces. 


(1) Al Barpaws. 


(2) Sce chap. 37. 


' And partake with them in their 
richesand theirchildren. |-Inftigating 
them to get wealth by unlawfu 
means, and to fpend it in fupport- 
ing vice and fuperftiuon; and 
tempting them to inccfluous mix- 
tures, and to give their children 
names in honour of their idols, as 


Abd Yaghuth, Abd? al Uzza, &c. 


@ « See chap. 10. p. 9, 4. 
(3) Al Baspawt. 
again{t 
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againft you a whirlwind, driving the fands to over- 
whelm you? then fhall ye find none to prote& you. 
Or are ye fecure that he will not caufe you again to 
commit yourfelves to the fea another time, and fend 
againft you a tempeftuous wind, and drown you ; for 
that ye have been ungrateful ? then fhall ye find none 
to defend you againft us, in that diftrefs. And now 
have we honoured the children of Apam by fundry 
peculiar privileges and endowments ; and we have given 
them conveniencies of carriage by land and by fea, 
and have provided food for them of good things ; 
and we have preferred them before many of our crea- 
turcs which we have created, by granting them great 
prerogatives. On a certain day we will call all men 
to judgment with their refpe€tive leader *: and whofo- 
ever fhall have his book given him into his right- 
hand, they fhall read their book with joy and fatif- 
fa€tion*: and they fhall not be wronged a hair’. And 
whoever hath been blind in this life, fhall be alfo 
blind in the next, and fhall wander more widely from 
the path of falvation. It wanted little but the unbe- 
lievers had tempted thce to fwerve from the inftru@tions 
which we had revealed unto thee, that thou fhouldeft 
devife concerning us a different thing*; and then 

would 
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~ Their refpe@ive leader. ]—Some 
interpret this of the prophet fent to 
every people ; others, of the heads of 
(e€ts; others, of the various religions 
profeffed in the world; othes, of 
the books which fhall be eden to 
every man at the refurre€tion, con- 
caining a regifter of their good and 
wad ee (1). 

x See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. 
Pe 117. 

Y See chap. 4. p. 104. note *. | 

* It wanted little but the unbeliev- 
es had feduced thee, &c.]—Thefe 
are generally (uppofed to have been 
the tribe of Thakif, the inhabitants 
vf al Tayef, who infifted on Mo- 
eammed’s granting them feveral ve- 


(1) Al Bsrpawz. 


(2) See Prelim. Difc. p. 23- 
LLALOQDDIN, V. Agusr, Vit. Moham, P- 130, &c. 


ry extraordina rivileges, as the 
terms of their fubmillion to him; 
for they demanded that they might 
be free from the legal contribution 
of alms, and from obferving the ap- 
pointed times of prayer; that they 
rie be allowed to keep their idol 
Allat for a certain time (2), and that 
their territory might be declared a 
pace of fecurity, and not be vio- 
ated, like that of Mecca, &c. And 
they added, that ifthe other Arabs 
afked him the reafon of thefe con. 
ceffions, he fhould fay, that Goa 
had commanded him {fo to do (3). 
essing which explication it 
is plain this verfe muft have been 
revealed long after the Hejra. 

me, 


(3) AlBsrpawt?, 
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would they have taken thec for their friend ; and un- 
lefs we had confirmed thee, thou hadft certainly been 
very near inclining unto them a little. Then would 
we furely have caufed thee to tafte the punifhment of 
life, and the punifhment of death * ; and thou fhouldeft 
not have found any to proteét thee againft us. The 
unbelievers had likewife almoft caufed thee to de- 
part the land, that they might have expclled thee 
thence’: but then fhould thcy not have tarricd there- 
in after thee, except a little while’. This is the me- 
thod of dealing which we have prefcribed ourfelves 
in refpctt to our apoftles, whom we have already fent 
before thee: and thou fhalt not find any change in 
our prefcribed method. Regularly perform thy pray- 
er at the dcclenfion of the fun‘, at the firft darknefg 
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Some, however, will have the paf- 
fage to have been revealed at Mecca, 
on occafion of the Koreifh; who 
told Mohammed they would not 
Guffer him to kifs the black flone in 
the wall of Caaba, unlefs he alfo 
wifitedtheir idols, and touched them 
with his hand, to fhew his refpeét. 

* The punifhment of life, and the 
punifhment of death. ]—1. e. Both of 
this life and the next. Some inter- 
pret the firft of the punifhment in the 
next world, and the latter of the tor- 
ture of the a desea (1). 

» The unbelievers had likewife 
almoft caufed thee to depart the land, 
&c.]—The commentators differ as 
to the place were this paffage was 
delivered, and the occafion of it. 
Some thinkit was revealed at Mecca, 
and that it refers to the violent en- 
mity which the Korcifh bore Mo- 
hammed, and their reftlefs endea- 
vours to make him Ieave Mecca (2); 
as he was at length obliged to do. 
But as the perfons here fpoken of 
feem not to have prevailed in their 
project, others fuppofe that the verle 
was revealed at Medina, on the fol- 
lowing occafion. ‘The Jews, en- 


(1) Al Be:paws. 
(4) Irdem. 


(2) Idem, 


vious of Mohammed’s good recep- 
tion and flay there, told him, by way 
of counfel, that Syria was the land 
of the prophets, and that if he was 
really a prophet, he ought to go thi- 
ther. Mohammed ferioufly refle&t- 
ing on what they had faid, began to 
think they had advifed well ; and ac- 
tually fet out, and proceeded a day’s 
journey in his way to Syria: where- 
upon Gop acquainted him with their 
defign by the revelation of this verfe ; 
and he returned to Medina (3). 

© Then fhould they not have tar- 
ried therein after thee, except a little 
while. |—This was fulfilled, accord- 
ing to the former of the above-men- 
tioned explications, by the lofs of 
the Kpreifh at Bedr; and according 
to the@atter, by the great flaughter 
of the Jews of Koreidha and al Na- 
dir (4). 
d y the declenfion of the fun. J— 
}e. At the time of noon prayer, 
when the fun declines from the me- 
ridian; or, as fome choofe to tran- 
flate the words, at the fetting of the 
fun, which is the time of the firft 
evening praycr. 


(3) Idem, 
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of the night*®, and the prayer of day-break‘; for the 
preyer of day-break is born witnefs unto by the an- 
gcis&. And watch fome part of the night in the fame 
exercife, as a work of fupererogation for thee ; perad- 
venture thy Lorn will raife thee to an honourable 
fution® And fay, O Lorp, caufe me to enter 
wrh a favourable entry, and caufe me to come forth 
with a favourable coming forth'; and grant me 
fram thee an affifting power. And fay, Truth is 
come, and falfchood is vanifhed: for falfehood is of 
fort continuance’. We fend down of the Koran 
that which is a medicine and mercy unto the true be- 
licvers, but it fhall only increafe the perdition of the 
unjuft. When we beftow favours on man, he re- 
tireth and withdraweth himfelf ungratefully from us: 
but when evil toucheth him, he defpaireth of our 
mercy. Say, Every one aétcth after his own manner!: 
bet your Lorn beft knoweth who is moft truly di- 


‘ At the firft darknefs ofthe night. ] 
| he time of the laft evening prayer. 

' The prayer of day-break. |-Lite- 
rity, the reading of the day-break ; 
whence fome fuppofe the reading of 
tt: Koran at thattime is here meant. 

* By the angels. ]—viz. The guar- 
dian angels, who, according to fome, 
are relieved at that time ; orelfe the 
a1: sels appointed to make the change 
uf night into day, &c. (1). 

4 An honourable ftation. ]—-Ac. 
cording to a tradition of Abu Horei- 
ra. the honourable ftation here in- 
tended, is that of interceflor for 
others (2). 

» Caufe me to enter with a favour- 
able entry, andcaufe me tocome forth 
witha favourable coming forth. ]— 
That is, Grant that I may enter my 
ave with peace, and come fort 
om it, at the refurre€tion, with 
honour and fatisfation. In which 
fenfe this petition is the fame with 
that of Balaam, Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my laft end 
be like his (3), 


{1) Al Barpawr. (2) Idem. 
hi. Dile. fe&t. I. p. 66, 67. 


(3) Numb. xxiii. 10. 
(5) Al Berpawi, Jacriaro’pnin. (6) 


But as the perfon here fpoken to is 
generally fuppofed to be Mohame 
med, the commentators fay he was 
commanded to pray in thefe words 
for a fafe departure from Mecca, 
and a good reception at Medina ; 
or for a fure refuge in the cave, 
where he hid himfelf when he fled 
from Mecca (4); or (which is the 
more common opinion) for a vitto- 
rious entrance into Mecca, anda fafe 
return thence (5). 

k Say, Truth is come, and falfe- 
hood is vanifhed, eo ee words 
Mohammed repeated, when he en- 
tered the temple of Mecca, after 
the taking of that city, and cleanfed 
it of the idols; a great number of 
which are faid to have fallen downon 
his touching them with the end of 
the ftick he held in his hand (6). 

1 Every one adteth after his own 
manner. ]——i. e. According to his 
judgment or opinion, be it true or 
falfe ; or according to the bent of his 
mind, and the natural conftitution of 
his body (7). 


(4) See the Pre- 


lidem. V. Gacnigza, Vie de Mahomet, tom, 2. p. 127. (7) Al Bsrpaw:. 
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recicd in his way. They will afk thee concerning 
the {pirit™; anfwer, The fpirit was created at the 
command of my Lorn”: but ye have no knowledge 
given unto you, except a little’. If we pleafed, we 
fhould certainly take away that which we have re- 
vealed unto thee ?, in fuch cafe thou couldeft not find 
any to affift thee therein againft us, unlefs through 
mercy from thy Lory; for his favour towards 
thee hath been great. Say, Verily if mcnand genii 
were purpolely aflembled, that they might produce a 
book like this Koran, they could not produce one 
like unto it, although the one of them affifted the 
other. And we have varioufly propounded unto 
men in this Koran, every kind of figurative argu- 
ment; but the greater part of men refufe to reccive 
it, mercly out of infidelity. And they fay, We will 
by no means bclicve on thee, until thou caufe a {pring 
of water to gufh forth for us out of the earth‘; or 
thou have a garden of palm-trees and vines, and thou 
caufe rivers to {pring forth from the midit thereof in 


Cuar. 17, 


™ Concerning the fpirit.|—Or the 
{inl of man. Some iterpret it of 
the angc] Gabriel, or of the divine 
revelation (1). 

* The fpint was created at the 
command of my Lorp.|—viz. by 
the word Kun, 1. e. Be; confifting of 
an immaterial fubflance, and not 
generated, like the body. But, ac- 
cording to a different opinion, this 
paflage fhould be tranflated, The 
fpiricis of thefe things, the know- 
leave of which thy Lorp hath re- 
{-rved to himfelf. Fer it 1s faid that 
the Jews bidthe Korcithahk Moham- 
med torelate the hiffory of thole 
who flept in the cave (2), and of 
Dhu’lkarnein (3), and to give them 
an account of the fon! of man; add- 
ang, thatif he pretended to anfwer 
all the three queftions, or could an- 
{wer none of them, they might be 
dure he was no prophet; but if he 
gavean anfwer to onc or two of the 


(1) Idem. 


Baivaw. (5) Idem. 


(2) See the next ehapter. 


queflions and was filent as to the 
other, he was reallya prophet. Ac- 
cordingly when they propounded the 
queftions to him, he told them the 
two hiflories, but acknowledged his 
ignorance as to the origin of the hu- 
man foul (4). 

° Ye have no knowledge given 
unto you, except a Iittle. |—All your 
knowledge being acquired from the 
information of your fenfes, which 
muft neceffarily fail you in fpiritual 
{peculations, without the affiNlance 
of divine revelation (5). 

? We fhould certainly take away 
that which we have revealed. ]—viz. 
the Koran; by rafing it both from 
the written copies, and the mcmo- 
ries of men. 

@ Until thou caufe a {pring of wa- 
tcr to gubh forth, &c. ]—This and the 
following miracles were demanded 
of Mohammed by the Koreifh, as 
proofs of his miffion. 


(3) Secibid. (4) Al 


abundance ; 
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abundance ; or thou caufe the heaven to fall down 
upon us, as thou haft given out, in pieces; or thou 
oring down Gop and the angels to vouch for thee ; 
or thou have a houfe of gold; or thou afcend by a 
tadder to heaven; neither will we bclieve thy afccnd- 
mg thither alone’, until thou caufe a book to dcfcend 
into us, bearing witnels of thee, which we may read. 
Anfwer, My Lorp be praifed! Am I other than a 
nan, fent asanapoftle ? And nothing hindercth men 
from believing, when a direétion is come unto them, 
except that they fay, Hath Gop fent a man for his 
apoftle? Anfwer, If the angels had walked on carth 
as familiar inhabitants thereof, we had furcly fent down 
unto them from heaven an angel for eur apoftle. 
Say, Gop isa fufficient witnefs between me and you: 
for he knoweth and regardeth his fervants. Whom 
Gop fhall direé&t, he fhall be the nghtly direéted; 
and whom he fhall caufe to err, thou fhalt find none 
co affift, befides him. And we will gather them to- 
zether on the day of refurrettion, creeping on thcir 
faces, blind, and dumb, and deaf‘: thcir abode 
fhall be hell; fo often as the fire thereof fhall be cx- 
inguifhed, we will rekindle a burning flame to tor- 
ment them -This fhall be their reward, becaufe 
they difbelieve in our figns, and fay, When we fhall 
have been reduced to bones and duft, fhall we furely 
be raifed new creatures? Do they not perceive that 
op, who created the heavens and the earth, is able 
.O create other bodies, like their prefent? And he hath 
appointed them a limited term’, there is no doubt 
thereof: but the ungodly rejeét the truth, mercly out 
of unbelief. Say, If ye poflefled the treafures of the 


* Thy afcending thither alone. ]— 


‘As thou pretendeft to have done in 
‘ay night-journey; but of which no 
man was witne(s. 

* See the Prelim. Difc. fect. IV. 
p. 112. 
_ © So often as the fire fhall be cx- 
“oguilhed, we will rekindle it to tor- 


ment them. ]—i. e. When the fire 
{hall go out or abate for want of fucl, 
after the confumption of the fkins 
and flefh of the damned, we will add 
frelh vigowr to the flames by giving 
them new bodics (1). 

“ A limited term. ]—OF life, o: 
refuirection. 


(1) Al Barpawi. See chap. 4. p. 105. 


mercy 
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mercy of my Lorn, ye would furcly refrain from 
ufing them, for fear of {pending them™, for man is 
covetous. We heretofore gave unto Moses the 

ower of working nine evident figns*, And do thou 
afk the children of Isr azz as to the ftory of Moses’; 
when he came unto them, and Puaraon faid unto 
him, Verily I efteem thee, O Mosss, to be deluded 
by forcery. Mosrs anfwered, Thou well knoweft 
that none hath fent down thefe evident figns except 
the Lorp of heaven and earth; and I furcly efteem 
thee, O Puaraon, a loft man. Wherefore Pua- 
RAOH fought to drive them out of the land; but we 
drowned him, and all thofe who were with him. And 
we faid unto the children of Isrart, after his deftruc- 
tion, Dwell ye in the land: and when the promife of 
the next life fhall come to be fulfilled, we will bring 
you both promifcuoufly to judgment. We have fent 
down the Koran with truth, and it hath defcended 
with truth: and we have not fent thee otherwife than 
to be a bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer of 
threats. And we have divided the Koran, revealing 
it by parcels, that thou mighteft read it unto men 
with deliberation; and we have fent it down, caufing 
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~ For fear of fpending them. ]— 
That is, left they fhould be ex. 
haufted. 

x Nine figns.}]—Thefe were, the 
changing his rod into a ferpent, the 
serait hand white and fhining, 
the producing locults, lice, frogs, and 
blood, the dividing of the red-fea, 
the bringing water out of the rock, 
and the fhaking of mcunt Sinai over 
the children of Ifrae]. In lieu of the 
three laft fome rechou the inundation 
of the Nile, the blafling of the corn, 
and {carcity of the fruits of the carth 
(:). Thefe words, however, are in- 
terpreted by others, not of nine mira- 
cles, but of nine comma:.dments, 
which Mofes gave his people, and 
were thus numbered by Mohammed 
himfelf to a Jew, who afked him the 


(1) Idem, Jarraro’onin. 


queftion, viz. That they fhould not 
be guilty of idolatry, nor fteal, nor 
commit adulterv or murder, nor 
praétice forcery or ufury, nor accufe 
an innocent man to take away his 
life, or a modeft woman of whore- | 
dom, nor defert the army ; to which 
he added the obferving of the fab- 
bath, as a tenth commandment, but 
which peculiarly regarded the Jews: 
upon which anfwer, it is faid, the 
pew ae the prophet’s hands and 
eet (2). 

y Ds thou afk the children of If- 
rael, &c.}—Some think thefe words 
are dire&ted to Mofes, who is hereby 
commanded to demand the children 
of Ifrael of Pharaoh, that he might 
let them go with him. 


(2) Al Baipawi. 
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it to defcend as occafion required’. Say, Whether ye 
believe therein, or do not believe, verily thofe who 
have been favoured with the knowledge of the {crip- 
tures which were revealed before it, when the fame is 
rehearfed unto them, fall down on their faces*, wor- 
shipping, and fay, Our Lorn be praifed, for that the 
promife of aur Loro is furely fulfilled! And they fall 
down on their faces, weeping; and the hearing thereof 
increafeth their humility. Say, Call upon Gop, or 
call on the Merciful: by whichfoever of the two 
names ye invoke him, it is equal; for he hath moft 
excellent names®, Pronounce not thy prayer aloud, 
neither pronounce it with too low a voice‘, but fol- 
low a middle way between thefe: and fay, Praife be 
unto Gop, who hath not begotten any child; who 
hath no partner in the kingdom, nor hath any to pro- 
te€t him from contempt: and magnify him by pro- 
claiming his greatnefs. 


.Cuap. 18. 


* See the Prelim. Dife. fe&. II. two; which occafioned this paffage. 


pb. 85. 

a On their faces. |—Literally, on 
their chins. 

» Call on Gon, or the Merciful, 
&c.J—The infidels hearing Moham- 
med fay, OGop, and O Mereiful, 
imagined the Merciful was the name 
of a deity different from Gov, and 
shat he preached the worfhip of 


CHAP. 


Intitled, The Cave’: 


? 


See chap. 7. 

© Prononnce not thy praver aloud, 
nor with too low a voice, &c. ]—Nei- 
ther fo loud that the infidels may 
overhear thee, and thence take occa- 
fion to blafpheme and {coff; nor fo 
foftly as not to be heard by the affitt- 
ants. Some fuppofe that by the 
word prayer, inthis place, is meant 
the reading of the Koran. 


AVI. 


revealed at Mecca‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


RAISE be unto Gop, who hath fent down 
unto his fervant the book of the Koran, and 
hath not inferted therein any crookednefs, but 


* The chapter is thus infcribed 
hecaufe it makes mention of the cave 


« Some except one veife, which 


begins thus, Behave thyfelf with 


wherein the feven fleepers concealed conftancy, &c. 


themfelves. 


hath : 
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hath made it a ftrait rule: that he fhould threaten a 
grievous punifhment unto the unbelievers, from his 
prefence; and fhould bear good tidings unto the 
faithful, who work righteoufnefs, ihat thev hall re- 
ceive an excellent reward, namely, paradife, whercin 
they fhall remain for ever: and that he fhould warn 
thofe who fay, Gop hath begotten iffue; of which 
matter they have no knowledge, neither had their 
fathers. A grievous faying it is, which proceedeth 
from their mouths: they fpeak no other than a lic. 
Peradventure thou wilt kill thyfelf with grief after 
them, out of thy earneft zeal for their converfion, if 
they believe not in this new revelation of the Koran. 
Verily we have ordained whatfoever is on the earth 
for the ornament thereof, that we might make trial 
of men, and fee which of them excelleth in works: 
and we will furely reduce whatever is thereon, to dry 
duft. Doft thou confider that the companions of 
the cave‘, and At Raxim’ were one of our figns, 


name of the mountain, or the valley, 


€ The companions of the cave. J— 
wherein the cave was; fome fay it 


Thefe were certain Chriftian youths, 


of a good family in Ephefus, who, 
to avoid the perfecuuon of the em- 
perotr Decius, by the Arab writers 
called Decianus, hid themfelves ina 
cave, where they flept for a great 
number of years (1). 

This apocryphal flory' (for Ba- 
yonius (2) treats it as no better, and 
father Marracci (3) acknowledges it 
to be partly falfe, or at leaft doubt- 
ful, though he calls Hottinger a 
monfter of impiety, and the off-fcum 
of heretics, for terming it a fable 

4),) was borrowed by Mohammed 

ram the Chriftian traditions (5), but 
has been embellifhed by him and his 
followers with feveral additional cir- 
cumflances (6). 

& Al Rakim. ]—What is meant by 
this word the commentators cannot 
agree. Some will have it to be the 


Juli. 
tins. Hilt. 
Merarnrasrt. (6 


Orient. p. 40. 


(1) Al Berpawt, Jarraro’ppin, &c. 
(3) In Alcor. p. 425- & in Prodr. part. 4. pf. 103. 


(5 
V. D’Herseror, Bibl, Ouient. p. 189. 


was the name of their dog ; and others 
(who feem to come nearcft the true 
fignification) that it was a brafs plate, 
or fione table placed near the mouth 
of the cave, on which the names of 
the young men were written. 

‘There are fome, however, who 
take the companions of al Rakim to 
be different from the feven fleepers : 
for they fay the former were threc 
men who were driven by ill weather 
into a cave for fhelter, and were fhut 
in there by the falling down of a vaft 
ftone, which ftoppcd the cave’s 
mouth; but on their begging Gon’s 
mercy, and their relating each of 
them a meritorious ation which 
they hoped might intitle them to it, 
were miraculoufly delivered by the 
rock’s rending in funder to give them 


paflage (7). 


(2) In Martyrol. ad 27. 
(4) Hote 
) V. Gaec. Turon. & Simson. 


(7) Al 


Bripaws, ex trad, Nooman Ebn Baihir. 


and 
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and a great miracle? When the young men took 
refuge in the cave, they faid, O Lorp, grant us 
mercy from before thee, and difpofe our bufinefs for 
us to a right iffue. Wherefore we {truck their ears 
with deafnefs, fo that they flept without difturbance 
in the cave for a great number of ycars: then we 
awaked them, that we might know which of the 
two parties" was more exatt in computing the {pace 
which they had remained there. We will rclate unto 
thee their hiflory with truth. Verily thcy were young 
men who had believed in their Lorp; and we had 
abundantly direfted them: and we fortified their 
hearts with conftancy when they flood before the ty- 
rant ; and they faid our Lorn is the Lorp of heaven 
and earth: we will by no means call on any god be- 
fides him; for then fhould we furely utter an extra- 
vagance. Thefe our fellow people have taken other 
gods, befides him; although they bring no demon- 
{trative argument for them: and who is more unjuft 
than he who devifeth alie concerning Gop ? And they 
faid one to the other, When ye fhall feparate your- 
felves from them, and from the deities which they wor- 
fhip, except Gov‘, fly into the cave: your Lorp will 
pour his mercy on you abundantly, and will difpofe 
your bufinefs for you to advantage. And thou mighteft 
have fecn the fun, when it had rifen to decline from 
their cave towards the right-hand; and when it went 
down, to leave them on the left-hand*: and they 
were in the {pacious part of the cave’. This was one 
of the figns of Gop. Whomfloever Gon fhall dire, 
he fhall be rightly dirc€ted ; and whomfoever he _fhall 


h The two parties. |—viz. Of the 
fleepers themfelves, or others, who 
were divided in opinion as to the 
length of their flay in the cave. _ 

i Except Gon. |—For they, hike 
other idolatcrs, worfhipped the true 
(yop and idols alfo (1). 

k The fun declined from their cave, 


(1) Idem. 
Vou. I, 


(v) Idem. 
H 


&c. |—Left it fhould be offenfive to 
them, the cave opened towards the 
fouth (a). 

Tn the {pacious part of the cave. ] 
—i.c. Inthe midft of it, where they 
were incommoded neither by the 
heat of the fun nor the clofenefs of 
the cave (3). 


(3) Idem. 
caule 
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caufe to err, thou fhalt not find any to defend or to 
direct. And thou wouldft have judged them to have 
been awake", while they were fleeping; and we caufed 
them to turn themfelves to the right-hand, and to 
the left". And their dog? ftretched forth his fore- 
legs in the mouth of the cave: if thou hadft come 
fuddenly upon them, verily thou wouldeft have 
turned thy back and fled from them, and thou 
wouldeft have becn filled with fcar at the fight of 
them’, And fo we awaked them from their fleep, 
that they might afk queftions of one another. One 
of them fpake and faid, How long have ye tarried 
here ? They anfwered, We have tarricd a day, or part 


Cuap. 18. 


of a day. 


™ Thou wouldeft have judged them 


to have been awake. ]—Bccaufe of 


their having their eyes open, or their 
frequent turning themfelves from one 
fide to the other (1). 

© And they turned themfelves, 
&c.]-Left their lying fo long on the 
ground fhould confume their flefh(2). 

¢ Their dog.]—This dog had fol- 
lowed them as they paffed by him 
when they fled to the cave, and they 
drove him away; whereupon Gop 
caufed him to fpeak, and he faid, I 
Jove thofe who are dear unto Gon; 
go fleep therefore, and I will guard 

ou. But fome fay, it was a dog 
belonging to a fhepherd who follow- 
ed them, and that the dog followed 
the fhepherd; which opinion 1s fup- 

orted by reading, as fome do, cale- 

ohom, their doy’s mafter, inftead of 
calbohom, their dog (3). Jallalo’ddin 
adds, that the dog bchaved as his 
matters did, in turning himfelf, in 
flecping, and in waking. 

The Mohammedans have a great 
refpet for this dog, and allow him 
a place in paradife with fome other 
favourite brutes: and they have a 
fort of proverb which they ufe in 
fpeaking of a covetous perfon, tbat 


(1) Idem. 


The others faid, 


(2) Idem, JArLALo’ppIN. 


Voy. de l’Arabie heur. p. 74. V. D’Harase.ubi tup. (5 


Your Lorp beft knoweth 


he would not throwa bone to the dog 
of the feven fleepers: nay it 1s faid 
that they have the fuperflition to 
write his name, which they fuppole 
to be Katmir, (though fome, as ia 
obferved above, think he was called 
al Rakim) on their letters which go 
far, or which pals the fca, as 2 
prote@tion, or kind of talifman, to 
prefeive them from mifcarriage (4). 

P Thou wouldeft have been filled 
with fear at the fight of them, ]—For 
that Gop had given them tcrrible 
countenances, or elfe becaufe of the 
largenefs of their bodies, or the 
horror of the place. 

It is related that the Khalif Mo- 
awiyah, in an expedition he made 
againft Natolia, paffled by the cave 
of the feven fleepers, and would 
needs fend fomebody into it, not- 
withflanding Ebn Abbas remonftrat- 
ed to him the danger of it, faying, 
That a better man than him, (mean- 
ing the prophet) had been forbidden 
to enter it, and repeated this verfe ; 
but the men, the Khalif fent in, had 
no fooner entered the cave, than 
they were flruck dead by a burning 
wind (5). 


(3) Idem. CA 
z 


the 
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the time ye have tarried?: and now fend one of you 
with this your money into the city’, and let him fee 
which of its inhabitants hath the beft and cheapeft 
food, and let him bring you provifion from him ; and 
let him behave circumfpe&tly, and not difcover you 
to anyone. Verily, if they come up againft you, they 
will {tone you, or force you to return to their reli- 
gion; and then fhall ye not profperforever. And fo 
we made their people acquainted with what had _hap- 
pened to them; that they might know that the pro- 
mife of Gop is truc, and that there is no doubt of 
the laft-hour'; when they difputed among them- 
felves concerning their matter‘. And they faid, 
Ere& a building over them: their Lorn beft know- 
eth their condition. Thofe who prevailed in their 
affair anfwered, We will furely build a chapel over 
them". Some fay, The fleepers were three ; and their 
dog was the fourth’: and others fay, They were five ; 
and their dog was the fixth*; gueffing at a fecret 
matter: and others fay, They were feven; and their 


¢ Your Lorn beft knoweth the 
time ye have tarried. }—As they en- 
tered the cave in the mornin and 
waked about noon, they at firft ima- 
gined they had flept half a day, or 
a day and a half at moft; but when 
they found their nails and _ hair 
grown very long they ufed thefe 
words (1). 

© Into the city.}—Which fome 
commentators fuppofe was Tarfus. 

¢ That there is no doubt of the laft- 
hour. ]-The long flecp of thefe young 
men, and their waking after fo many 

ears, being areprefentation of the 
ate of thofe who die, and are after- 
wards raifed to life. ; 

© Concerning their matter. ]—1. e. 
Concerning the refurreétion; fome 
faying that the fouls only fhould be 
raifed, others, that they fhould be 
raifed with the body: or, concern- 
ing the fleepers, after they were 
teally dead; one faying, that they 
were dead, and another, that they 
were only afleep: or elfe concerning 
the ereCting a building over them, 


(1) Idem. 


H 2 


as it follows in the next words ; 
fome advifing a dwelling-houfe to 
be built there, and others a teme 
ple (2). 

« Thofe who prevailed faid, We 
will build a chapel over them. ]— 
When the young man who was fent 
into the city, went to pay for the 
provifion he had bought, his money 
was foold, being the coin of Deci- 
anus, that they imagined he had 
found a treafure, and carried him be- 
fore the prince, who was a Chriftian, 
and having heard his ftory, fent 
fome with him to the cave, who faw 
and {poke to the others : after which 
they fell afleep again and died ; and 
the prince ordered them to be buried 
in the fame place, and built a chapel 
over them. 

~ Some fay, They were three, 
&c. ]-This was the opinion of al Seye 
id, aoe Chriftian of Najran. 

x Others fay they were five, &c.]~ 
Which was the opinion of certain 
Chriftians, and particularly of a 
Neftorian prelate, 


(2) Idem. 
dog 
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dog was the eighth’. Say, My Lorp beft knoweth 
their number: none fhall know them, except a few. 
Wherefore difpute not concerning them, unlefs with 
a clear difputation, according to what hath been revcal- 
ed unto thee: and afk notany of the Chriftians concern- 
ing them. Say not of any matter, I will furely do this 
to-morrow ; unlefs thou add, if Gon pleafe*. And 
remember thy Lorp, when thou forgetteft*, and 
fay, My Lorp, 1s able to dire€t me with eafe, that 
I may draw near unto the truth of this matter rightly. 
And they remained in their cave three hundred years, 
and nine years over>, Say, Gop beft knoweth how 
long they continued there: unto him arc the fecrets 
of heaven and earth known; do thou make him to 
fee and to hear’. The inhabitants thereof have no 
proteftor befides him; neither doth he fuffer any one 
to havea fhare inthe eftablifhment or knowledge ofhis 


decree. 


¥ Others fay, They were feven, 
&c.]—And this is the true opimon 


® Say not of any thing, I will do 
this to-morrow; unkcfs thou add, If 
Gop pleafe.J—It is faid, that when 
the Koreifh, by the direction of the 
Jews, putthe three quefhions above- 
mentioned to Mohammed, he bid 
them come to him the next day, and 
he would give them an anfwer, but 
added not, if it pleafe Gon; for 
which reafon he had the mortification 
t0 wait above ten days, before any 
yevelation was vouchfafed him con- 
cerning thofe maticis, fo that the 
Koreifh triumphed, and bitterly re- 
pruached him as a har: bat at length 
Gabriel brought him dirc¢hons-what 
he fhould lay ; with this admonition 
however, that he fhould not be fo 
confident for the future (2). 
* Remember thy Lorn, &c.}—i. 
e. Give the glory to him, and afk 
ardon for thy onifhon, in cafe thou 
forect to fay, If it pleafe Gon. 


(1) Idem, Jaruaro’pprn. 


{4) Ubi fup, 


Read that which hath been revealed unto 


’ Three hundred and ninc ycars. ]~ 
Jallalo’ddin fuppofes the whole {pace 
was three hundred folar years, and 
that the add nine arc added to reduce 
them to lunar years. 

Some think thefe words are in- 
troduced as fpoken by the Chriftians, 
who differed among themfelvesabout 
the time ; one faying it was about 
three hundred years, and another, 
three hundred and nine years (4). 
The interval between the reign of 
Decius, and that of Theodofius the 
younger, in whofe ume the {flcep. 
crs arc faid to have awaked, will 
not allow them to have flept quite 
two hundred years ; though Moham- 
med is fomewhat excufable, fince 
the number afligned by Simeon Me- 
taphrafles (4) 1s three hundred and 
{cventy-two years. 

© Do thou make him to fee, and 
to hear. ]—This is an ironical expref- 


‘fion, intimating the folly and mad- 


nefs of man’s prefuming to infliu@ 
Gop (5). 


(2) Al Berpawy. (3) Idem. 


(5) Al Berpawis, JarLraco’vuin, 


thee, 


Cuap. 18. At KOR AN. 117 


thee, of the book of thy Lorp, without prefuming to 
make any change therein’: there is none who hath 
power to change his words; and thou fhalt not find 
any to fly to, befides him, if thou attempt it. Be- 
have thyfelf with conftancy towards thofe who call 
upon their Lorp morning and evening, and who 
feek his favour; and let not thine eyes be turned 
away from them, fecking the pomp of this life °; 
neither obey him whofe heart we have caufed to 
negle&t the remembrance of us‘, and who followeth 
his lufts, and leaveth the truth behind him. And 
fay, The truth is from your Lorp; wherefore let 
him who will, believe, and let him who will, be 
incredulous. We have furely prepared for the unjuft 
hell-fire, the flame and fmoke whercof fhall furround 
them like a pavilion: and if they beg relief, they 
fhall be relieved with water like molten brafs, which 
fhall {cald their faces; O how miferable a potion, 
and how unhappy a couch! As to thofe who believe, 
and do good works, we will not fuffer the reward of 
him who fhall work righteoufnefs to perifh: for 
them are prepared gardens of eternal abode*®, which 
fhall be watcred by rivers; they fhall be adorned 
therein with bracelets of gold, and fhall be clothed 
in green garments of fine filk and brocades ; repofing 
themfelves therecinon thrones. Ohow happy a reward, 
and how cafy a couch! And propound unto them as 
a parable two men”: on the one of whom we had 

beftowed 


@ Read that which hath been re- perfon more particularly intended 
vealed unto thee, without making here: it is faid, was Ommeya Ebn 
any changetherein.]-Asthe unbelievs Khalf, who defired Mohammed to 
ers would perfuade thee to do (1). difcard his indigent companions, 
© Let not thine eyes be turned a- out of refpe& to the Korcifh. See 
way from them, &c. |—That is, De- chap. 6. 
{pife not the poor believers, becaufe 8 Gardens of eternal abode. ]—Li- 
of their meannefs, nor honour the x, terally of Eden. See chap. 9. 
sich becaufe of their wealth and » Twomen. ]|—Though thefe feem 
grandeur, toibe general chara&ers only, de- 
Whofe heart we have caufed to figned to reprefent the different end 
acpietlihe remembrance ofus.J-The | of the wicked, and of the good; 


3 yee 
(1) Idem. 
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beftowed two vineyards, and had furrounded them 
with palm-trees, and had caufed corn to grow be- 
tween them. Each of the gardens brought forth its 
fruit every feafon, and failed not at all; and we caufed 
a river to flow in the midft thereof: and he had 
great abundance. And he faid unto his companion, 
by way of debate, I am fupcrior to thee in wealth, 
and have a more powerful family. And he went into 
his garden‘, being guilty of injuftice againft his 
own foul, and faid, I do not think this garden will 
decay for ever; neither dol think that the laft-hour 
will come: and although I fhould return unto my 
Lorp, verily I fhall finda better garden than this in 
exchange*. And his companion faid unto him, by 
way of debate, Doft thou not believe in him who 
created thee of the duft, and afterwards of feed; and 
then fafhioned thee into a perfe€t man? But as for 
me, Gop is my Lorn; and I will not affociate any 
other deity with my Lorp. And when thou entcrett 
thy garden, wilt thou not fay, What Gop pleafeth 
fhall come to pafs; there is no power but in Gop 
alone? Although thou feeft me to be inferior to 
thee in wealth and number of children, my Lorp is 
well able to beftow on me a better gift than thy 
garden, and to fhoot his arrows again{t the fame from 
heaven, fo that it fhall become barren duft; or its 
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yet it isfuppofed, by fome, that two 
particular perfons are here meant. 
One fays they were two Ifraelites 
and brothers, who hada confiderable 
fum left them by their father, which 
they divided between them; and 
that one of them, beingan unbeliev- 
er, bought large fields and poffefft- 
ons with his portion, while the other, 
who wasa truc believer, difpofed of 
his to pious ufes; but that inthe end 
the former was ruined, and the latter 
profpered. Another thinks they 
were two men of the tribe of Makh- 
zum: the one named al Afwad Ebn 


(:) Al Bzerpaws. 


(2) Idem. 


Abd’al Afhadd, an infidel; and the 
other Abu Salma Ebn Abd’allah, the 
hufband of Omm Salma (whom the 
prophet married after his death,) and 
atrue believer (1). - 

-i And he went into his garden. ]— 
Carrying his companion with him, 
out of oftentation, and to mortify 
him with the view of his large pof- 
feffions (2). 

k J fhall find a better garden in 
exchange. ]——Vainly imagining that 
his profperity was not fo much the 
free pift of Gop, as due to his 
merit (3). 


(3) Idem. 
water 


Cuar. 18. At KORAN. 11g 


water may fink deep into the earth, that thou canft 
not draw thereof. And his poffeffions were encom- 
paffed with dcftru€tion, as his companion had fore- 
warned him: wherefore he began to turn down the 
palms of his hands out of forrow and regret for that 
which he had expended thereon ; for the vines thereof 
were fallen down on their trails: and he faid, Would 
to Gop that I had not affociated any other deity with 
my Lorp! And he had no party to aflift him, be- 
fides Gop, neither was he able to defend himfelf 
againft his vengeance. In fuch cafe proteétion belong- 
eth of right unto Gop alone; he ts the belt rewarder, 
and the beft giver of fuccefs. And propound to 
them a fimilitude of the prefent life. It is like water 
which we fend down from heaven; and the herb of 
the earth is mixed therewith, and after it hath been 
green and flourifhing, in the morning it becometh dry 
{tubble, which the winds f{catter abroad: and Gop 
is able to do all things. Wealth and children are 
the ornament of this prefent life: but good works, 
which are permanent, are better in the fight of thy 
Lorp, with refpe&t to-the reward, and better with 
re{peét tohope. Ona certain day we will caufe the 
mountains to pals away ', and thou fhalt {ce the earth 
appearing plain and even; and we will gather man- 
kind togethcr, and we will not leave any one of 
them behind. And they fhall be fet before thy 
Lorp m ailtinét order, and he fhall fay unto them, 
Now are ye come unto us naked, as we created you 
the firlt timc: but ye thought that we fhould not 
perform our promife finto you. And the book 
wherein cvery one’s actions are recorded fhall be put 
into his hand; and thou fhalt fee the wicked in great 
terror, becaufe of that which is written therein, and 
they fhall fay, Alas for us! what meaneth this book? 
it omitteth neither a {mall a€tion nor a great one, but 


' The mountains fhall pafs away.] they fhall fly im the air, and be fee 
——For being torn up by the roots, duced to atoms (1). 


(1) Idem. See Prelim. Difc. {e&. IV. p. 108, 109. 
H 4 it 
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it comprifeth the fame; and thcy fhall find that 
which they have wroughi, prefent before their eyes: 
and thy Lorp will not deal unjuftly with any one. 
Remember when we faid unto the angels, Worfhip yc 
Apam: and they all worfhipped him, except Esxis", 
who was one of the genii’, and departed from the 
command of his Lorp. Will ye therefore take him 
and his offspring for your patrons befides me, not- 
withftanding they are your encmies? Miferable fhall 
fuch a change be to the ungodly! I called not them 
to be prefent at the creation of the heavens and of 
the earth, nor at the creation of themfelves, neither 
did I take thofe feducers for my affiftants. On a cer- 
tain day, GOD fhall fay unto the idolaters, Call thofe 
whom ye imagined to be my companions, to proteé& 
you: and they fhall call them, but they fhall not an- 
{wer them ; and we will place a valley of deftruétion 
between them’: and the wicked fhall fee hell-firc 
and they fhall know that they fhall be thrown into 
the fame, and they fhall find no way to avoid it. 
And now have we varioufly propounded unto men, 
in this Koran, a parable of every kind; but man 
cavillcth at moft things thercin. Yet nothing hin- 
dercth men from believing, now a dircétion is come 
unto them, and from afking pardon of their Lorn, 
excepting that they wait until the punifhment of their 
redeccffors come to be inflicted on them, or that the 
chaftifement of the next life come upon them pub- 
licly. We fend not our mcffengers but to bear 
good tidings, and to denounce threats. Thole who 
belicve not, difpute with vain arguments, that they 
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™ See chap. 2. p. 7.and chap. 7. nion, among the Mohammedans, 


» Who was one of the genii. J~— 
Hence fome imagine the geni are 
a fpecies of angels; others fuppofe 
the devil to have been onginally a 
genius, which was the occafion of 
bis rebellion, and call him the father 
of the geni, whom he begat after 
his fall (1); it being a conflant opi- 


(1)Javvaro’pnin, &c. (2) Sce the Prelim. Difc. fc&. IV, p. 94, &e- 


that the angels arc impeccable, and 
do not propagate their {pecies (2). 

© A valley of deftru€tion between 
them. ]—i. e. Between the idolateis 
and their falfe gods. Some fuppofe 
the meaning 1s no more than that 
Gop will fet them at variance and 
divifion. 


may 
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may thereby render the truth of no effect: and they 
hold my figns, and the admonitions which have been 
made them, in derifion. And who is more unjuft 
than he who hath been acquainted with che figns of 
his Lorp, and retireth afar off from the fame, and 
forgctteth that which his hands have formcrly com- 
mitted? Verily we have ca/t veils over their hearts, 
Icit they fhould underfland the Koray, and into 
their ears thicknefs of hearing: if thou invite them 
to the true direction, yet will they not thercfore be 
direGted for ever. Thy Lorp is gracious, endued 
with mercy; if he would have punilhed them for 
that which they have committed, he would doubtlefs 
have hafted their punifhment: but a threat hath 
been denounced againit them *, and they fhall find no 
refuge, befides him. And thofe former cities‘ did 
we deftroy, when they aétcd unjuftly; and we gave 
them previous warning of their deftruétion. And 
remember when Mosss iaid unto his fervant Josuua, 
‘he fon of Nun, I will not ceafe to go forward, until 
{ come to the place where the two {eas meet; or I 
will travel for a long fpace of time’. But when they 
were arrived at the mecting of the two feas*, they 


r A threat hath been denounced 
againft them. ]—viz. OF their cala- 
mity at Bedr, (for the Koreifh are the 
infidels here intended,) or their pu- 
aifhment at the refurre€tion (1). 

4 Thofe former cities. ]—That 1s, 
the towns of the Adntes, Thamudites, 
Sodomites, &c- 

* For a long fpace of time. ]—The 
original word properly fignihes the 
fpace of eighty years and upwards. 
{o explain this long paffage, the com- 
mentators tell the following ftory. 
‘They fay that Mofes once pecans 
tothe people, they admired his know- 
ledge and eloquence fo much, that 
they afked him, whetherhe knew any 
man in the world who was wifer 
ihan himfelf; to which he anfwered 
in the negative: whereupon Gop, in 


(1) Al Brtpawt. 
in Sonna, &c. (3) Id 


CMe 


a revelation, having reprehended him 
for his vanity (though fome pretend 
that Mofes afked Gop the queftion 
of his own accord) acquainted him 
that his fervant al Khedr was more 
knowing than he; and at Mofes’s 
requeft, told him he might find that 
perfon at a certain rock, where the 
two feas met; dire&ting him to take 
a fifh with him in a bafket, and that 


‘where he miffed the fifh, that was the 


place. Accordingly Mofes fet out, 
with his {ervant Jofhua, in fearch of 
al Khedr; which expedition is here 
defcribed (2). 

_* The meeting of the two fcas.]— 
viz. Thofe of Perfia and Greece. 
Some fancy that the meeting of 
Moles and al Khedr is here intended, 
as of two feas of knowledge (3). 


(2) Idem, Al Zamaxusuans, Al Boxnart, 


forgot 
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forgot their fifh, which they had taken with them'; 
and the fifh took its way freely" in the fea. And 
when they had pafled beyond that place, Moses faid 
unto his fervant, Bring us our dinner; for now are 
we fatigued with this our journey. His fervant an- 
{wered, Doft thou know what has befallen me ? When 
we took up our lodging at the rock, verily I forgot 
the filh: and none made me to forget it, exccpt 
SATAN, that I fhould not remind thee of it. And 
the fifh took its way in the fea, in a wonderful man- 
ner. Moses faid, This is what we fought after, 
And they both went back, returning by the way 
they came. And coming to the rock they found one of 
our fervants“, unto whom we had granted mercy from 
us, and whom we had taught wifdom from before us. 
And Moses faid unto him, Shall I follow thee, that 
thou mayeft teach me part of that which thou haft 
been taught, for a direttion unto me? He anfwered, 
Venly thou canft not bear with me: for how canft 


* They forgot their fifh, &c.J— 
Mofes forgot to inquire concerning 
af, and Jofhua forgot to tell him 
when he miffed it. It is faid, that 
when they came tothe rock, Mofes 
falling afleep, the fifh, which was 
soaficd, leaped out of the bafket into 
the fea;: fome add, that Jofhua mak- 
ing the ablution at the fountain of 
hife, (of which immediately), fome 
of the waterhappenedto be fprinkled 
onthe fifh, which immediately re- 
flored it to life (13. 

* The fifh took its way freely in 
the fea. J—The word herc trauflated, 
frecly, fignifying alfo a pipe or arch- 
ed canal for conveyance of water, 
fome have imagined that the water 
of the {ca was muaculoufly kept from 
touching the body of the filh, which 
paffed through it as under an arch 


(2). 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. 


~ One of our fervants. }——This 
perfon, according to the general opi- 
nion, was the prophet al Khedr; 
whom the Mohammedans_ ufually 
confound with Phineas, Elias, and 
St. George, fay ing that his foul pafled 
by a metempfychofis fuccefhvely 
through all three. Some, however, 
fay his true name was Balya Ebn 
Malcan, and that he lived inthe time 
of Aftidun, one of the ancient kings 
of Perfia, and that he preceded 
Dhu’lkarnein, and lived to the time 
of Mofes, They fuppofe al Khedr, 
having found out the fountain of life 
and drank thereuf, became immor- 
tal; and that he had therefore this 
name, from his flourifhing and con- 
tinual youth (3). 

Part of thefe fi€tions they took 
from the Jews, fome of whom alfo 
fancy Phineas was Elias (4). 


(3) Idem. V. D’Henrsesor. Bibl. Orient. 


Art. Khedher. Serrewcastrens. de lurcar. moribus. Buspeg. Epift. 1. 


p.93, &c. 


Hortine. Hill. Orient. p- 58, &c. 99, &e. 292, &c. 


(4) R. 


hevi Bux Gexson in eppend. 1. 1. Reg. 1. 27. 


thou 
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thou patiently fuffer thofe things, the knowledge where- 
of thou doft not comprehend? Moses replied, Thou 
{halt find me patient, if Gop pleafe; neither will I be 
ifobedient unto thee in any thing. He faid, If thou 
follow me therefore, afk me not concerning any thing, 
util I fhall declare the meaning thereof unto thee. So 
trey both went on by the fea-fhore, until they went up 
nito a {hip ; and he made a hole therein*. And Moszs 
‘sid unto him, Haft thou made a hole therein, that thou 
mighteft drown thofe who are on board? now haft thou 
done a ftrange thing. He anfwered, Did I not tell 
t:.ee that thou couldeft not bear with me? Moses faid, 
Rebuke me not, becaufe I did forget ; and impofe not 
en meadifficulty in what Iam commanded. Where- 
fore they left the fhip and proceeded, until they met 
\.ith a youth; and he flew him’. Moszs faid, Halt 
thou flain an innocent perfon, without his having killed 
snother? now haft thou committed an unjuft aétion. 
* He anfwered, Did I not tell thee that thou couldeft XVI. 
sot bear with me? Moses faid, If I afk thee concern- 
ing any thing hereafter, fuffer me not to accompany 
tee: now haft thou received an excufe from me. 
‘<hey went forwards therefore, until they came to 
tbe inhabitants of a certain city’, and they afked food 
ofthe inhabitants thereof; but they refuled to receive 
trem. And they found therein a wall, which was 
ready to fall down; and he fet it upright *. Where- 
“pon Mosss faid unto him, If thou wouldeft, thou 
mighteft doubtlefs have received a reward for it. 
Tle anfwered, This fhall be a feparation between me 
cud thee: but I will firft declare unto thee the fig- 
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* He made a hole in the fhip. ]— 
Kor al Khedr took an ax, and knock- 
cd out two of her planks (1). 

¥ He flew him. |—By twifting his 
neck round, or dafhing his head a- 
:anfta wall, or elfe by throwing him 
ciuwn and cutting his throat (2). 

A certain city, ]—This city was 


(1) Al Berpawt, (2) Idem. 


Antioch; or, as fome rather think, 
Obollah, near Bafra, or elfe Bajirwan 
in Armenia (3). 

* He fet it upright.J—By onl 
ftroking it with his hand; Ai 
others fay he threw it down and res 
built it (4). 


(3) Idem. (4) Idem. 


nificatiog 
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nification of that which thou couldeft not bear with 
patience. The veflel belonged to certain poor men’, 
who did their bufinefs in the fea: and I was minded 
to render it unferviceable, becaufe there was a king* 
behind them, who took every found fhip by force. 
As to the youth, his parents were truc believers; 
and we feared left he, being an unbeliever, fhould 
oblige them to fuffer his perverfenefs and ingrati- 
tude: wherefore we defired that their Lorn might 
give them a more rightcous child in exchange for 
him, and one more affectionate towards them’. And 
the wall belonged to two orphan youths* in the city, 
and under it was a treafure hidden which belonged to 
them; and their father was a righteous man: and 
thy Lorp was pleafed that they fhould attain their 
full age, and take forth their treafure, through the 
mercy of thy Lory. And I did not what thou haft 
feen of mine own will, but by GOD’s dire€tion. This 
is the interpretation of that which thou couldeft not 
bear with paticnce. The Jews will afk thee con- 
cerning Duu’LKARNEIN', Anfwer, I will rehearfe 

unto 
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® Certain poor men. |—They were 


fen brothers, five of whom were 
paft their labour by reafon of their 
age (1). 

* A king.J—Named Jaland Ebn 
Karkar, or Minwar Ebn Jaland al 
Azdi (2), who reigned in Oman. 
See Poc. Spec. p. 42. 

4 That their Lorp might give 
them a more rightcous child, &c. |— 
It is faid that they had afterwards a 
daughter, who was the wife and the 
mother of a piophet; and thar her 
fon converted a whole nation (3). 

* Two orphans.|—Thcir names 
were Afram and Sarim 4). 

* Dhu’lkarnein. }—Or, The two- 
horned. The generality of the com- 
mentators (5) fuppofe the perfon 
here meant to be Alexander the 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. 


(2) Idem. 


ZAMAKHSHARI, JALLALO’DDIN, YAHYA. 


Great, or, as they cal] him, Ifcander 
al Raimi, king oF ber and Greece; 
but there are very different opinions 
as to the rcafon of this furname. 
Some think it was given him be- 
caufe he was king at the Eaft and 
Welt, or becaule he had made expe- 
ditions to both thofe extreme parts of 
the carth ; or elfe becaufe he had two 
horns on his diadem, or two curls 
of hair, like horns, on his fore. 
head; or, which is moft probable, 
by reafon of his great valour. Se- 
veral modern wiiters (6) rather fup- 
pofe the furname was occafioned by 
his being reprefented in his coins 
and ftatues with horns, as the fon 
of Jupiter Ammon; or elfe by his 
being compared by the prophet Da- 
nie] toa he-goat (7); though he is 

there 


(4) Idem. (5) Idem, Al 


(6) Scarreur, de Emend. 


temp. PEmrexeor, not. in Jachiad. Dan. vit. 5. Goxr.in Alfiag, p. 58, 


&c.. 


(7) Scurcxanp. Sankh. seg. Perf. p. 73. 
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‘nto you an account of him. We made him power- 
ful in the earth, and we gave him means to accompltfh 
every thing he pleafed. And he followed his way, 
until he came to the place where the fun fetteth; and 
he found it to fet ina fpring of black mud®; and he 
found near the fame a certain people". And we faid, 
O Duu’LKARNEIN, either punifh this people, or 
ufe gentlenefs towards them’, He anfwered, Who- 
ioever of them fhall commit injuftice, we will furely 
punifh him in this world; afterwards fhall he return 
unto his Lorn, and he fhall punifh him with a {fe- 
vere punifhment. But whofoever believeth, and doth 
ihat which is right, fhall recetve the moft excellent 
reward, and we will give him in command that 
which is eafy. Then he continued his way, until he 
came to the place where the fun rifeth*; and he 
fcund it to rife on certain people, unto whom we 
had not given any thing wherewith to fheltcr them- 
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‘elves thercfrom'. 


there reprefented with but one horn 
11). 

There are fome cood writers, how- 
ever, who believe the prince in- 
tended in this paflage of the Koran, 
was not Alexander the Grecian, but 
another great conqueror, who bore 
the fame name and furname, and 
was much more ancient than he, be- 
ing contemporary with Abraham, and 
one of the kings of Perfia of the firft 
race (2); or, as others fuppofe, a 
king of Yaman, named Afaah Ebn 
al Rayefh (3). 

Vhey all agree he was a true be- 
liever, but whether he was a prophet 
or no, isa difputed point. 

& He found the fun to fet in a 
{pring of black mud.]—That 1s, it 
{eemed fo to him, when he came to 
the ocean, and faw nothing but wa- 
ter (4). 

» A certain people. ]—An unbe- 


(1) See Dan. viii. 
takhab, &c. 


(s} Iidem. 


Thus it was; and we compre- 


hended 


lieving nation, who were clothed in 
the fhins of wild beafls, and lived 
upon what the fea caft on fhore (5). 

' Ficher punifh them or ute them 
with gentlenels.]--For Gop gave 
Dhu’lkarnein his choice, either to de- 
{troy them for their infidelity, or to 
infiru& them in the true faith; or, 
according to others, either to put them 
tothe {word, orto take them captives ; 
but ie words which follow confinn 
the former interpretation, by which 
it appears he chofe to invite them to 
the true religion, and to punifh only 
the difobedient and incredulous. 

k The place where the fun rifeth. ] 
—1i. e. That part of the habitable 
would on which the fun firft rifes. 

| And he found it to rife ona cer 
tain people, &c. ]—Who had neither 
clothes nor houfes, their country not 
bearing any buildings, but dwelt in 
holes under ground, into which 


they 


(2) Anu’Lreva, Kuonpenrer, Tarikhh Mon- 
V. DHerser. Bibl. Orens. Art. Efcander. 
trad. Esn Azuas, V. Poc. Spec. p. 58. 


(3) bx 
(y) Al Berpaws, Jaz- 
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hended with our knowledge the forces which were 
with him. And he profecuted his journcy from fouth 
to north, until he came between the two mountains”, 
beneath which he found certain people, who could 
{carce underftand what was faid™. And they faid, O 
Duu’LKARNEIN, verily Goce and Macoe watte the 
land°; fhall we therefore pay thee tribute, on con- 
dition that thou build a rampart between us and 
them? He anfwered, ‘The power wherewith my Lorp 
hath ftrengthened me, is better than your tribute: 
but affift me ftrenuoufly, and I will fet a {trong wall 
between you and them. Bring ime iron in large 
pieces, until it fill up the fpace between the two fides 
of thefe mountains. And he faid to the workmen, Blow 
with your bellows, until it make the iron red hot as 
fire. Andhe faid further, Bring me molten brafs, 
that I may pour upon it. Wherefore, when this wall 
was finifhed, Goc and Macoe could not {cale, neither 
could they dig through it, And Duu’LKARNEIN 


Cuap, 18. 


they retreated from the heat of the 
fun (1). Jallalo’ddin favs they were 
the Zenj, a black nation lying fouth- 
weft of Ethiopia. They feem to be 
the Troglodytes of the ancients. 

= The two mountains. |—Between 
which Dhu’lkarnein built the famous 
rampart, mentioned immediately, 
againit the irruptions of Gog and 
MM ipoe. Thefe mountains are fitu- 
ate in Armenia and Adherbiyan, or, 
according to other, much mere 
northwards, on the confincs of Tur- 
keflan (2). ‘Ihe relation of ajourney 
taken to this rampart, by one who 
was fent on purpofe to view it by the 
Khalif al Wathec, may be fcen in 
D’Herbelot (3). 

» Who could fearce underfland 
what was faid.}—By reafon of the 
ftrangenefs of their {peech and their 
flownefs of apprehention ; wherefore 
they were obliged to make ule of an 
interpreter (4). 


(1) Idem. 
) Al Berpawi. 
ob. in Alfrag. p. 207. 


(2) Al Berpawi. 
(5) Idem, 


. faid, 


° Gog and Magog wafle the 
Jand. |—The Araby call them Yajii 
and Majuj, and fay they are two 
nations or tribes defcended from 
Japhet the fon of Noah, or, as others 
write, Gogare a tribe of the Turks, 
and Magog of thofe of Gilan (5), 
the Geli and Gela of Ptolemy and 
Strabo (6). 

Ir is faid thefe barbarous people 
made their ruptions into the ncigh- 
bouring countries in the {pring, and 
dcftroyed and carried off all the fruits 
of the earth; and fome pretend they 
were man-eaters (7). 

® The commentators fay the wall 
was built in this manner. They 
dug till they found water, and hav- 
ing laid the foundation of ftone and 
melted brafs, they built the fuper- 
flruGture of large pieces of iron 
between which they laid wood an 
coals, till they equalled the height 
of the mountains: and then sar 

. re 


- wie Bibl. Orient. Art. Jagiouge. 


EkHRL. Ubi fupra, (6) V. 


(7) Al Bsipawi. 
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faid, This isa mercy from my Lorn: but when the 
prediétion of my Lorp fhall come to be fulfilled 4, he 
fhall reducc the wall to duft; and the predittion of my 
Lorp istrue. On that day we will fuffer fome of them 
1o prefs tumultuoufly like waves on others’; and the 
trumpct fhall be founded, and we will gather them in 
body together. And we will {et hell, on that day, before 
the unbelievers; whofe eyes have been veiled from my 
remembrance, and who could not hear my words. Do 
the unbelievers think that I will not punifh them, for 
that they take my fervants for thcir prote€tors befides 
me? Verily we have prepared hell for the abode of 
the infidels. Say, Shall we declare unto you thofe 
whofe works are vain, whofe endeavour in the prefent 
iife hath been wrongly dircéted, and who think they 
do the work which is right? Thefe are they who be- 
lieve not in the figns of their Lorn, or that they fhall 
be.affembled before him; wherefore their works are 
vain, and we will not allow them any weight on the 
day of refurreétion. This fhall be their reward, name- 
ly, hell; for that they have difbelieved, and have 
held my figns and my apoltles in derifion. But as 
for thofe who believe and do good works, they fhall 
have the gardens of paradife for their abode; they 
fall remain thercin for ever; they fhall wifh for no 
change therein. Say, If the fca were ink to write 
the words of my Lorp, verily the fea would fail 

before the words of my Lorp would fail; although 


fire to the combuftibles, by the help 
of large bellows, they made the iron 
ved hot, and over it poured melted 
brafs, which filling up the vacancies 
between the pieces of iron, rendcred 
the whole work as firm as a rock. 
Some tell us that the whole was built 
of ftones joined by cramps of non, 
on which they poured melted brafs to 
faften them (1). is 
4 When the prediétion of my 
Lorn fhall come to be fulfilled, &c. ] 


(1) Idem, &c. 
sb, p- 115. 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc. fect. IV. p. 19%, 


That is, whenthe time fhall come fo, 
Gog ahd Magog to break forth fiom 
their confinement; which thal] hap- 
pen fome time before the refurrec- 
tion (2). 

‘To prefs tumultuoufly like waves 
&c.]—Thefe words reprefent either 
the violent irruption of Gog and 
Magog, ot the tumultuous affemb] 
of all creatures, men, genii, and 
brutes, at the refurreétion (3). 


(3) See 
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we added anothcr fea like unto it as a farther fupply. 
Say, Verily I am only a man as ye are. It is revealed 
unto me that your Gop is only one Gop: let him 
therefore who hopcth to meet his Lorn, work a righ- 
tcous work; and let him not make any other to partake 
an the worfhip of his Lorp. 
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C H A P.. XIX. 
Intitled, Mary’; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H. Y. A. S.* A commemoration of the mercy 

e of thy Lorn towards his fervant Zacuarias”™. 
When he called upon his Lorn, invoking him in 
fecret, and faid, O Lorp, verily my bones are 
weakened, and my head is become white with hoari- 
nefs, and I have never been unfuccefsful in my pray- 
ers to thee, O Loxv. But now I fear my nephews, 
who are to fucceed after mc*, for my wife is barren: 
wherefore give me a fucceflor of my own body from 
before thee, who may be my heir, and may be an 
heir of the family of Jacos*; and grant, O Lorn, 
that he may be acceptable unto thee. And the angel 
anfwered him, O Zacuarias, verily we bring thee 
tidings of a fon, whofe name fhall be Joun; we have 


« Several circumflances relating to 
the virgin Mary being, mentioned in 
this chapter, her name was prtched 
upon for the title. 

* Except the verfe of Adoration. 

6 See the Prelim. Difc. feck. IIL. 
p. 78, &c. 

w See chap. 3. p. 61, &c. 

* ] fear my nephews, &c.]—-Thefe 
were his brother’s fons, who were 
very wicked men, and Zacharias 
was apprebenfive, lelt, after his 
death, inftead of confirming the 
people in the true religion, they 


(1) Al Bervawr, Jarcaro’opin. 


fhould feduce them to idolatry (1). 
And fot» commentators imagine 
that he wide this praver in pri- 
vate, left his nephew fhould over- 


- hear him. 


y And may be arheir of the family 
of Jacob. ]—viz. In holinefs and 
knowledge; or in the government 
and fuperintendence of the Ifraelites. 
There are fome who fuppofe it is 
not the patriarch who is here meant, 
but another Jacob, the brother of 
Zacharias, or of Imran Ebn Mathan, 
of the race of, Solomon (2), 


(2) Jidem. 
not 
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not caufed any to bear the fame name before him +. 
ZacHARIAs faid, Lorp, how fhall I have a fon, 
feeing my wifc is barren, and I am now arrived at a 
great age *, and am decrepit? The angel faid, So fhall 
it be: thy Lorn faith, This is eafy with me; fince I 
created thee heretofore, when thou waft nothing. Za- 
cHarias anfwered, O Loro, give mea fign. The 
angel replied, Thy fign fhall be, that thou fhalt not 
fpeak to men for three nights, although thou be in per- 
fe& health. And he went forth unto his people, from the 
chamber, and he made figns unto them °, as if he fhould 
fay, Praife ye GOD in the morning and in the evening. 
And we {aid unto his fon, O Joun, receive the book 
of the law, with a refolution to ftudy and obferve it. 
And we beftowed on him wifdom, when he was yet a 
child, and mercy from us, and purity of life*; and he 
was a devout perfon, and dutiful towards his parents, 
and was not proud or rebellious. Peace be on him 
the day whereon he was born, and the day whereon 
he fhall die, and the day whereon he fhall be raifed 
to life. And remember in the book of the Koran 
the ftory of Mary; when fhe retired from her 
family to a place towards the ealt", and took a 


veil 


= We have not caufed any to bear 
that name before him. ]—For he was 
the firft who bore the name of John, 
or Yahya (as the Arabs pronounce 
it;) which fancy feems to be occa- 
fioned by the words of St. Luke mif- 
underftood, that none of -Zacharias’s 
kindred was called by that name (1): 


for otherwife John, or, as it is writs . 


ten in Hebrew, Johanan, was a com- 
mon name among the Jews. 

Some expofitors avoid this objec- 
tion, by obferving that the orginal 
word famiyyan fignifies, not only one 
who is actually called by the fame 
name, but alfo one who by reafon of 
his poting the like qualities and 
privileges, eferves, or may pretend 
to the fame name. 

*J am suuved at a great age, 

or. Il. 


(1) Luke i. 61. 


&c.J]—The Mohammedan traditions 
greatly differ as to the age of Zacha- 
rias at this time: we have mene 
tioned one already (2): Jallalo’ddin 
fays, he was an hundied and twenty 
and his wife ninety-eight; and the 
Sonna takes notice of feveral other 
opinions. 

b He made figns unto them. ]—— 
Some fay he wrote the following 
words on the ground. 

© And purity of life.J—Or, as the 
word alfo fignihes, The love of alms- 
deeds. 

9 Toa place towards the eaft.J— 
viz. To the caftern part of the 
temple; or to a private chamber in 
the houfe, which opened to the 
eaft: whence, fays al Beidawi, the 


ee pray towards that quarter. 


There 


(2) Chap, iil. p. Ge, not. ”. 


130 Ar KORAN, Cuar. 19, 


veil to conceal herfelf from them; and we fent our 
fpirit GABRIEL unto her, and he appeared unto her 
in the fhape of a perfe&t man‘. She faid, I fly for 
refuge unto the merciful GOD, that he may defend 
me from thee: if thou feareft him, thou wilt not ap- 
proach me. He anfwered, Verily I am the mef- 
{enger of thy Lorn, and am fent to give thee a holy 
fon. She faid, How fhall I have a fon, feeing a 
man hath not touched me, and I am no harlot? 
Gasriet replied, So fhall it be: thy Lorn faith, 
This is eafy with me; and we will perform it, that 
we may ordain him for a fign unto men, and a 
mercy from us: for it is a thing which is decreed. 
Wherefore fhe conceived him: and fhe retired afide 
with him in her womb to a diftant place®; and the 
pains of child-birth came upon her near the trunk 


of a palm-tree*. 


There is a tradition, that when 
the virgin was grown to years of 
puberty, fhe sled to leave her apart- 
ment in the temple, and retire to 
Zacharias’s houfe to her aunt, when 
her courfes came upon her; and fo 
foon as fhe was clean, fhe rcturned 
again to the temple; and that at 
the time of the angel’s vifiting her, 
fhe was at her aunt’s on the like 
occafion, and was fitting to wafh 
herfelf, in an open place, behind a 
veil to prevent her being feen (1). 
But others more prudently fuppofe 
the defign of her retirement was to 
ray (2). 
: ts line fhape of a man. ]—Like a 
full-grown but beardlefs youth. Al 
Beidawi, not contenied with having 
given one good reafon why he ap- 

eared io that form, viz. to moderate 
hee furprife, that fhe might hear his 
meflage with Jefs fhynefs, adds, that 
perhaps it might be to raife an 
emotion in her, and affift her con- 
€eption. 


€ She conceived.|—For Gabriel 


(1) Yauva, Al Bernawi. 
(4) Jauvaro’ppin, Al Baipawi. 
(6) lidem, Al Zamanu. 


She faid, Would to Gop I had 


died 


blew into the bofom of her fhift, 
which he opened with his fingers (3), 
and his breath reaching her womb, 
caufed the conception (4). The 
age of the virgin Mary at the time 
of her conception was thirteen, or, 
as others fay, ten; and fhe went 
fix, feven, eight, or nine months 
with him, according to different tra- 
ditions; though fome fay the child 
was conceived at its full growth of 
nine months, and that fhe was 
delivered of him within an hour after 


8 Toa diftant place. }-To conceal 
her delivery, fhe went out of the city 
by might, to a certain mountain. 

h Her pains came upon her near 
the trunk of a palm-tree. ]—The palm 
to which fhe fled, that fhe might lean 
on it in her travail, was a withered 
trunk, without any head or verdure, 
and this happened in the winter fea- 
fon ; notwithftanding which it mira- 
culoufly fupplied her with fruits for 
her refrefhment (6); as is mentioned 
immediately, : 

t 


(2) Al Zamaxn. (3) Yauya. 
(5) Al Berpawi, Yaura. 
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died before this, and had become a thing forgotten, 
and loft in oblivion! And he who was beneath fer 
called to her‘, faying, Be not grieved: now hath Gop 
provided a rivulet under thee; and do thou fhake 
the body of the palm-tree, and it fhall let fall ripe 
dates upon thee, ready gathered *. And eat, and 
drink, and calm thy mind’, Moreover if thou fee 
any man, and he queftion thee, fay, Verily I have 
vowed a faft unto the Merciful; wherefore I will b 

no means fpeak to a man this day™ So fhe brought 
the child to her people, carrying him in her arms, 
And they faid unto her, O Mary, now haft thou 
done a ftrange thing: O fifter of: Aaron *, thy father 
was not a bad man, neither was thy mother a harlot. 


It has been obferved, that the 
Mohammedan account of the deli- 
very of the virgin Mary, very much 
refembles that of Latona, as defcribed 
by the poets (1), not only in this 
circumftance of their laying hold 
on a palm-tree (2), (though fome 
fay Latona embraced an olive-tree, 
or an olive and a palm, or elfe 
two laurels,) but alfo in that of 
their infants {peaking; which A- 
pollo is fabled to have done in the 
womb (3). ; 

i He who was beneath. | ——-This 
fome imagine to have been the child 
himfelf; ‘but others {uppofe it was 
Gabriel, who ftood fomewhat lower 
than fhe did (4). According to a 
different reading this paflage may be 
rendered, And he called to her from 
beneath her, &c. And fome refer 
the pronoun, tranflated, her, to the 
palm-tree; and then it fhould be, be- 
neath it, &c. 

k Shake the palm-tree, and it fhall 
let fall ripe dates, &c.]——And ac- 
cordingly fhe had no fooner f{poken 
it than the dry trunk revived, and 
fhot forth green leaves, and a head 
loaden with ripe fruit. 


(1) V. Srxri not. in Evang. Infant. p. 9, 21, &c. 
Hymn. in Apoll. Ganiimacn. Hymn. in. Delun. 


ibid. See Kor. chap. 9. p. 63. 
(5) See chap. 3. p. 59. 
C. 


LO'DDIN, YAHYA, 


Te 


1 Calm thy mind. ]——Literally, 
thine eye. 

m J have vowed a faft, &c. J—Dur- 
ing which fhe was not to {peak to 
any body, unlefs to acquaint them 
with the reafon of her filence: and 
fore uprole fhe did that by figns. 

® O fifter of Aaron. ]—Several 
Chriftian writers think the’ Korin 
ftands convited of a manifeft falfe. 
hood in this particular, but I am 
afraid the Mohammedans may avoid 
the charge (5); asthey do by feveral 
an{wers. Some fay the virgin Mary 
had really a brother named Aaron, 
who had the fame father, but a dif- 
ferent mother; others {uppofe Aaron 
the brother of Mofes is pete meant, 
but fay Mary is called his fifter, ei- 
ther becaufe fhe was of the Levitical 
race, (as by her being related to Eli- 
zabeth, it fhould {ecm fhe was,) or by 
way of comparifon; others fay that 
it was a different perfon of that name 
who was contemporary with her, and 
confpicuous for his good or bad qua- 
Jities, and that they likened her to 
him either by way of commendation, 
or of reproach (6), &c. 


(2) Homer. 
(3) CaLuimmacn. 


(4) Al Berpawt, JALLALO’DDIN. 


(6) Al Zamaxu. Al Baipaws, Jauza- 


But 
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But fhe made figns unto the child to anfwer them; and 
they faid, How fhall we fpcak to him who is an infant 
in the cradle? Whereupon the child faid, Verily I am 
the fervant of Gop °; he hath given me the book of 
the gofpel, and hath appointed me a prophet. And he 
hath made me bleffed, wherefoever I fhall be ; and hath 
commanded me to obferve prayer, and to give alms, fo 
long as I fhall live; and he hath made me dutiful to- 
wards my mother, and hath not made me proud, or 
unhappy. And peace be on me the day whereon I was 
born, and the day whereon I fhall die, and the day 
whereon I fhall be raifed to life. This was Jzsus the 
fon of Mary; the Word of truth?, concernmg whom 
they doubt. Itis not meet for Gop, that he fhould have 
any fon: Gop forbid! When he decreeth a thing, he 
only faith unto it, Be; and itis. And verily Gop is 
my Lorp, and your Lorn; wherefore ferve him: this 
is the right way. Yct the fetarics differ among 
themfelves concerning Jesus; but woe be unto thofe 
who are unbelievers, becaufe of their appearance at 
the great day. Do thou caufe them to hear, and do 
thou caufe them to fee*, on the day whereon they 
fhall come unto us to be judged; but the ungodly 
are this day ina manifeft error. And do thou fore- 
warn them of the day of fighing, when the matter 
fhall be determined, while they are now funk in neg- 
ligence and do not believe. Verily we will inhent 


© Whereupon the child faid, I 
am the fervant of Gon. ]—Thefe 
were the firft words which were put 
intothe mouth of Jesus, to obviate 
the imagination of hip partaking of 
the divine nature, or having a right 
to the worfhip of mankind, on ac- 
count of his miraculous {peaking fo 
foon after his birth (1). 

® The Word of truth. ]—This cx- 
preffion may either be referred to 
Jesus, asthe Wordof Gon; or to 
the account juit given of him. 

@ Do thou caufe them to hear, and 


to fee, &c.J—Thefe words are vari- 
oufly expounded: fome taking them 
to exprefs admiration (2) at the quick- 
nefs of thofe fenfes in the wicked, 
at the day of judgment, when they 
fhall plainly perceive the torments 

reparcd for them, ones they have 
aes deaf and blind in this life; and 
others fuppofe the words contain a 
threat to the unbelievers, of what 
they {hall then hear and fee; or elfe 
a command to Mohammed to lay 
before them tbe terrors of that day 


(3)- 


(1) Al Bsipawi, &c. (2) Seechap. 18, p. 11g. (3) Al Barpaws. 


the 
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the earth, and whatever creatures are therein’; and 
unto us fhall they all return. - And remember Asra- 
wam in the book of the Koran ; for he was one of 
great veracity, and a prophet.: When he faid unto 
his father‘, O my father, why doft thou worfhip that 
which heareth not, neither feeth, nor profiteth thee 
at all? O my father, verily a degree of knowledge 
hath been beftowed on me, which hath not been be- 
ftowed on thee: wherefore follow me; I will lead 
thee into an even way. O my father, ferve not Sa- 
tan; for SATAN’ was rebellious unto the Merciful. 
O my father, verily I fear, lefta punifhment be in- 
flied on thee from the Merciful, and thou become 
a companion of Saran. His father anfwered, Doft 
thou reje&t my gods, O Asranam? If thou forbear 
not, I will furely ftone thee: wherefore leave me for 
along time. Axsrauam replied, Peace be on thee: 
I will afk pardon for thee of my Lorp: for he is 
gracious unto me. And I will feparate myfelf from 
you, and from the idols which ye invoke befides 
Gop; and I will call upon my Lorn: it may be that 
I fhall not be unfuccefsful in calling on my Lorp, 
as ye are in calling upon them. And when he had fe- 
parated himf{clf from them, and from the idols which 
they worfhipped befides Gop‘, we gave him Isaac 
and Jacos; and we made each of them a prophet ; 
and we beftowed on them, through our mercy, the 
gift of prophecy, and children, and wealth; and we 
caufed them to deferve the higheft commendations” 
And remember Moses inthe book of the Koran: for 
he was fincercly upright, and was an apoftle and a 
prophet. And we called unto him from the right 
fide of mount S1nat, and caufed him to draw near, 
and to difcourfe privately with us”. And we gave 

him, 


* We will inherit the earth, &c. J- 
i.e. Alone furviving, when all crea- 
tures ne be dead and annihilated. 
Sce chap. 15. p. 70, 71. 

* Sec chap. 6. p. ‘s é&, &c 


¢ When he had faparated him-. 
ying to Hee 


felf from them, }—By 


ran, and thence to Paleftine. 

« We caufed them to deferve the 
higheft commendations cae Eaterally 
We granted them a lofty tongue of 
truth. ; : 

~ And to difcourfe privately with 


us. ]—Or, as fome expound it, And 
3 WG 
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him, through our mercy, his brother Aaron, a 
prophet, for his affiftant. Remember alfo Ismarc in 
the Jame book : for he was true to his promife*; and 
was an apoftle, and a prophet. And he commanded 
his family to obferve prayer, and to give alms; and he 
was acceptable unto his Lorp. Andremember Epris’ 
in the fame book; for he was a juft perfon, and a pro- 
phet: and we exalted him to a high place*. Thefe are 
they unto whom Gop hath been bounteous, of the pro- 
phets of the pofterity of Anam, and of thofe whom we 
carried in the ark with Noau; and of the pofterity 
of ApraHam, and of IsraeL, and of thofe whom 
we have direGted and chofen. When the figns of the 
Merciful were read unto them, they fell down wor- 
fhipping, .and wept: but a fucceeding gencration 
have come after them, who negleét prayer, and fol- 
low their lufts; and they fhall furely fall into evil: 
except him who repenteth, and believeth, and doth 
that which is right: thefe fhall enter paradife, and 
they fhall not in the leaft be wronged: gardens of per- 
petual abode fhall be their reward, which the Merci- 
ful hath -promifed unto his fervants, as an objeét of 
faith; for his promife will {urely come to be fulfilled. 


Ciap. 19, 


with a pen, and ftudied the {ci- 


we raifed him on high; for, faythey, . 
ences of aftionomy and arithmetic, 


he was raifed to fo great an eleva- 
tion, that he beard the creaking of 


the pen writing on the table of | 


Gon’s decrees (1). 

x He wastrue to his promife.J— 
Being celebrated on that account; 
and particularly for his behaving 
with that refignation and conftancy 
which he had promifed his father, 
én his receiving Gon’s command to 
facrifice him (2): for the Mobam- 
medans fay it was I{mael, and not 
Haac, whom he was commanded to 
offer. 

y Edris.]—Or Enoch, the great- 
grandfather of Noah, who had that 
furname from his great knowledge : 
for he was favoured with no lefs 
than thirty books of divine revela- 
tions, and_ was the fr, who wrote 


c. (3). 

The learned Bartolocci endeavours 
to fhew from the teftimonies of the 
ancient Jews, that Enoch, furnamed 
Edris, was a yey different perfon 
from the a ° Moles, and many 
ages younger (4). 

e And aE exalted him to a high 
lace. }—Some underfland by this the 
onour of the prophetic office, and 
his familiarity with Gop: but o- 
thers fuppofe his tranflation is here 
meant: for they fay that he was 
taken up by Gop into heaven at the 
age of three hundred and fifty, hav- 
ing firft fuffered death, and been ree 
ftored to live; and that he is now 
alive in one of the feven heavens 


or in paradife (5). 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. (3) Idem, Javraro’ppin, &c. (4) Barrou. 


Bibl. Rabb. .part'2. p. 845- (5) Lidem, Anu’ Lrapa. 


é ' 


Thercin 
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Therein fhall they hear no vain difcourfe, but peace’; 
and their provifion fhall be prepared for them therein 
morning and evening. This is paradife, which we 
will give for an inheritance unto fuch of our fervants 
as fhall be pious. We defcend not from heaven, un- 
lefs by the command of thy Lorn: unto him belong- 
eth whatfoever is before us, and whatfoever is behind 
us, and whatfoever is in the intermediate {pace ; nel- 
ther is thy Lorn forgetful of thee’. He is the Lorn 
of heaven and of earth, and of whatfoever is between 
them: wherefore worfhip him, and be conftant in 
his worfhip. Doft thou know any named like him‘? 
Man faith¢, After I fhall have been dead, fhall I 
really be brought forth alive from the grave ? Doth 
not man remember that we created him heretofore, 
when he was nothing? But by thy Lorp we will 
{urely affemble them and the devils to judgment‘; then 
will we fet them round about hell on their knees: 
afterwards we will draw forth fromevery fe& fuch of 
them as fhall have been a more obftinate rebel againft 
the Merciful‘; and we beft know which of them are 


* Peace. |—1.e. Words of peace 
and comfort; or the falutations of 
the angels («), &c. 

> We defcend not from heaven, 
unlefs at the command of thy Lora, 
&c.]—Thefe are generally fuppofed 
to have been the words of the angel 
Gabriel, in anfwer to Mohammed’s 
complaint for his long delay of ‘fif- 
teen, or according to another traditi- 
on, of forty days, before he brought 
him inftru@ions what folution he 
fhould give to the queftions which 
had been afked him concerning the 
flecpers, Dhu’lkarnein, and the {pi- 


rit (2). 

Sihers, however, are of opinion 
that they are the words which the 
godly will ufe at their entrance into 
paradife ; and that their meaning 
18, We take up our abode here at the 
command and through the mercy of 
Gop alone, who ruleth all things, 
paft, future, and prefent; and who 


(1) See chap. 10. p. 2. 
LIDAWI. 


(2) See before, chap. 18. p. 115, 116. 
(4) See chap. 16. p. 76. not. *. 


14 


is not forgetful of the works of his 
fervants (3). 

© Doft thou know any named like 
him. ]—That is, Deferving, or hav- 
ing a right to the name andattnbutes 


of Goo. 

4 Man faith.]—Some fuppofe a 
particular ee is here meant, 
namely, Obba Ebn Khalf (4). 

* We will affemble them and the 
devils. ]—It is faid that every infidel 
will appear at the day of judg. 
ment, chained to the devil who ° 
duced him (5). 

f We will feparate from every fe& 
him who fhall have been a more ob- 
ftinate rebel againft the Merciful. ]— 
Hence, fays al Beidawi, it appears, 
that Gop will pardon fome of the 
rebellious people. But perhaps the 
diftinguifhing the unbelievers into 
different clafles, in order to confign 
them to different places and degrees 
of tormentis here meant. 


) Al 
(5) Albiioaei 


more 
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more worthy to be burncd thercin®. There fhall be 
none of you but fhall approach near the fame*: this 
is an eftablifhed decree with thy Lorn. Afterwards 
we will deliver thofe who fhall have been pious, but 
we will leave the ungodly therein on their knecs. 
When our manifeft fas are read unto them, the in- 
fidels fay unto the true bclicvers, Which of the two 
parties is in the more eligible condition, and formeth 
the more excellent affeinbly'? But how many gene- 
rations have we deftroyed before them, which excelled 
them in wealth, and in outward appearance ? Say, 
Whofoever Is inerror, the Merciful will grant him 
a long and profperous life; until they fee that with 
which they are threatened, whether it be the punifh- 
ment of this life, or that of the laft-hour; and herc- 
after they fhal! know who is in the worfe condition, 
and the weakcr in forces. Gon fhall more fully di- 
rect thofe who receive direétion ; and the good works 
which remain for ever, arc better in the fight of thy 
Lorp than worldly pofleffions, in refpeét to the reward, 
and more cligible in refpeét to the future recompenfe. 
Haft thou fecn him who believeth not in our figns, 
and faith, I fhall furely have riches and children be- 
ftowed on mc’? Is he acquainted with the fecrets of 


s We beft know which are more 
worthy to be burned in hell. J—viz. 
The more obftinate and perverfe, 
and efpecially the heads of feéts, 
who will fuffera double punsfhment 
for their own errors and their fe- 
ducing of others. 

» There is none of you but fhall ap- 

roach the fame. ]—For the nue be- 
fee muft alfo pafs by or through 
hell, but the fire will be damped, 
andthe flames abated, fo as not to 
hurt them, though it will Jay hold 
on the others. Some, however, fup- 
pofe that the words inteud no more 
than the paflage over the narrow 
bridge which 1s laid over hell (1). 

* Which of the two parties, sat 
wiz. Of us, or of you. When the 
Korcifh were unable to produce a 


compofition to equal the Koran, they 
wait to glory in their wealth and 
nobility, valuing themfelvcs highly 
on that account, and defpifing the 
followers of Mohammed. 

k Ha*ehou feen him who believeth 
not, &c. |—This paflage was revealed 
onaccount ofa] As Ebn Wayel, who 
being indebred to Khabbab, when he 
demanded the money, refufed to pay 
it uulefshe would deny Mohammed; 
to which propofal Khabbab anfwer- 
ed, that he would never deny that 
prophet, neither alive, nor dead, nor 
when he fhould be raifed to life at 
the Jafl-day ; therefore replied al As, 
when thou art raifed again, come to 
me, for] fhall then have abundance 
of riches, and children, and I will 
pay you (2). 


(1) Idem. See shePrel, Difc. fe€t. IV. p.aa0. (2) Idem, Jariaro’opin 


futurity 
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futuiny ; or Iieh he received a covenant from the 
Merciful that it fhall be fo? By no means. We will 
jurely wri dow .1 that which he faith; and increafing 
we will mcreak iss punifhment: and we will be his 
heir as to that which he fyeaketh of', and on the laft- 
day he fhall appear before us aloncand naked. They 
have taken othe. gods, befides Gon, that they may 
be a glory unto them. By no means. Hereafter 
thall they deny their worflip™; and they fhall become 
dverfaries” unto them. Doft thou not fee that we 
‘end the devils againft the infid!s to incite them to 
fin by their iuftigations ? Wherefore be not in halte to 
call down deftruction upon them ; for we number unto 
-hem adetermined number of days of refpite. On accr- 
tain day we will affemble the pious before the Merci- 
ful in an honourable manner, as embaffadors come into 
the prefence of a prince; but we will drive the wicked 
‘nto hell, as cattle are driven to water: they fhall ob- 
ain no interceflion, except he only who hath received 
a covenant from the Merciful’. ‘They fay, The 
Merciful hath begotten iflue. Now have ye uttered 
an impious thing: it wanteth little but that on occa- 
fion thereof the heavens be rent, and the earth cleave 
in funder, and the mountains be overthrown and fall, 
for that they attribute children unto the Merciful ; 
whereas it becomcth not Gop to beget children. Ve- 


1 We will inherit what he {peak- 
eth sed are e. He fhall be obliged to 
heave all his wealth and his children 
behind him at his death. 


is, except he who fhall be a fubje& 
properly difpofed torcceive that fa- 
vour, by having profefled Iflam. Or, 
the words may alfo be ¢ anflated, ace 


™ Hereafter fhall they deny their 
worfhip, &c. ]——viz, At the refur- 
reftion; when the idolat rs fhall 
difclaim their idols, and the idols 
their worthippers, and {hall mutu- 
ally accufe one another (1). 

2 Adverfaries. |-Or, the contrary ; 
‘that is to fay, a difgrace inflead of 
an honour. 

° They fhall obtain no interceflion, 
except he only who hath received a 
covenant from the Merciful. ]—That 


(1) See chap. 6. p. 101. chap. 30. p. 5, &c, 


See chap. 2. p. 47, &c. 


r 


cording to another expofition, They 
fhall not obtain the imterceffion of 
any, except the interceflion of him, 
&c. Or elfe, None hall be able to 
make interceffion for others, except 
he who {hall have received a covee 
nant (or permiffion) from Gon ; i.e, 
who fhall be qualified for that office 
by faith, and good works, according 
to Gopv’s promife, or thal] have 
{pecial leave given him by Gon for 
that purpofe (2). 


(2) Al Bsrpawr:, 


rily 
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rily there is none in heaven or on earth, but fhall ap- 
proach the Merciful as his fervant. He encompaffeth 
them by his knowledge and power, and numbereth them 
with an exact computation: and they fhall all come 
unto him on the day of refurretion, deftitute both of 
helpers and followers, But as for thofe who believe and 
do good works, the Merciful will beftow on them 
love’. Verily we have rendered the Koran eafy 
for thy tongue, that thou mayeft thereby declare our 
promifes unto the pious, and mayeft thereby denounce 
threats unto contentious people. And how many ge- 
nerations have we deftroyed before them? Doft thou 
find one of them remaining? Or doft thou hear fo 
much as a whifper concerning them ? 


Ciar. 80. 


P Love. ]—viz. The love of Goo 
and all the inhabitants of heaven. 
Some fuppofe this verfe was 1evealed 
te comfort the Moflems who were 


CHAP. XX. 
Intitled, T. H?; 


hated and defpifed at Mecca, on ac- 
count of their faith, by the promife 
of their gaining the love and eflecra 
of mankind in a fhort time. 


revealed at MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


H. We have not fent down the Koran unto 

e thee, that thou fhouldeft be unhappy’; but for 

an admonition unto him who fearcth GOD: being 
fent 


* The fignification of thefe let- 
ters, which being prefixed to the 
chapter are therefore taken for the 
utle, is uncertain (1). Some howe 
ever imagine they ftand for Ya rajol, 
3.¢. O man! which interpretation, 
feeming not eafily to be accounted 
for from the Arabic, is by a certain 
tradition deduced from the Ethi- 
opic (2): or for Ta, 1. €. tread; 
telling us that Mohammed, being 
employed in watching and prayer 
she might this paflage was revealed, 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. fe@. IIT. p. 78, Sc. 
Axp al Bas, ex trad. Acrema Ebr Abi Sohan. 


flood on one foot only, buat was 
hereby commanded to eafe himfelf 
by fetting both fect to the ground, 
Others fancy the firft letter flands 
for Tiiba, beatitude ; and the latter 
for Hawiyat, the name of the lower 
apartment of hell. ‘Tah isalfoan in- 
terjeQion commanding filence, and 
may properly enough be ufed in this- 
place. 

" We have not fent down the Ko 
ran unto thee, that thou fhouldeft be 
unhappy. ]—Either by reafon of thy 


(2) Monam. Ean 


zealous 
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fent down from him who created the earth, and the 
lofty heavens. ‘The Merciful fittcth on his throne : 
unto hnn belongeth whatfocver 1s if heaven and earth, 
and whatfoever is betwecn them, and whatfoever is un- 
der the earth. If thou pronounce thy prayers withaloud 
voice, know that it is not neceffary in refpe&@ to GOD ; 
for he knowcth that which is fecret, and what is yet 
«nore hidden. Gon! there is no god but he: he 
hath moft excellent names‘. Hatt thou been informed 
of the hiftory of Mosrst? When he faw fire, and 
faid unto his family, Tarry ye here; for I perceive 
fire: peradventure I may bring you a brand there- 
out, or may find a dire€tion in our way by the fire’. 
And when he was come near unto it, a voice called 
unto him, faying, O Moses! verily I am thy Lorn: 
wherefore put off thy fhoes; for thou art in the 
facred valley Towa. And I have chofen thee; there- 
tore hearken with attention unto that which is re- 
vealed unto thee. Verily Iam Gon; there is no god 
befide me: wherefore worfhip me, and perform thy 
prayer in remembrance of me. Verily the hour 
cometh: I will furely manifcft the fame, that every 
foul may receive its reward for that which it hath de- 


vealous folicitude for the conver- commentators fay, that Mofes having 


fion of the infidels, or thy fatiguing 
thyfelf by watching and other reli- 
vious exercifes; for it feems, the 
Koreifh urged the extraordinary fa- 
tigues he underwent in thofe re- 
fpets, as the confequence of his 
having left their religion (1). 

* See chap. 7. p. 218. and chap. 
17. Pp: 411. 

¢ The relation of the flory of Mo- 
fes, which takes up the greateft part 
ef this chapter, was defizned to en- 
courage Mohainmed, by his exam- 
ple, to difcharge the prophetic office 
with firmnefs of mind, as being 
aifured of receiving the like affiftance 
from Gon: for it is faid this chap- 
er was one of the firft that were 
revealed (2). 


* When he faw fire, &c.]—The 
(2) Al Berpaws. 


Ye) Idem, 


obtained leave of Shoaib, or Jethro, 
his father-in-law, to vifit his mo- 
ther, departed with his family from 
Midian towards Egypt ; but coming 
to the valley of Towa, wherein 
mount Sinai flands, his wife fell in 
labour, and was delivered of a fon, 
in avery dark and {nowy night; he 
had alfo loft his way, and his cattle 
were fcattered from him; when on 
a fudden he faw a fire by the fide of 
a mountain, which on his nearet 
approach he found burning in a 
green buh {3)- 

~ Put off thy fhoes.]—This was a 
mark of humility and refpe@ ; though 
fome fancy there was fome unclean 
nefs in the fhoes themfelves, becaufe 
they were made of the fkin of an als 
not dreffed (4). 


(3) Idem, (4) Idem. 


liberately 
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liberately done. Let not him who believeth not 
therein, and who followeth his luft, prevent thee from 
believing in the fame, Icit thou perifh. Now what is 
that in thy right-hand, O Moses? He anfwered, It 
is my rod whereon I lean, and with which I beat 
down leaves for my flock; and I have other ufes for 
it*. GOD faid unto him, Caft it down, O Moses. 
And he caft it down, and behold it becamea ferpent’, 
which ran about. GOD faid, Take hold on it, and 
fear not*: we will reduce it to its former condition. 
And put thy right-hand under thy left arm: it {hall 
come forth white *, without any hurt. This fhall be 
another fign: that we may fhew thee fome of our 
greateft figns. Go unto Puaraon: for he is cx- 
cecdingly impious. Moses anfwered, Lorn, en- 
Jarge my breaft, and make what thou haft com- 
mandcd me eafy unto me: and loofe the knot of my 
tongue, that they may underftand my fpeech®, And 
give me a counfellor® of my family, namely, Aaron 
my brother. Gird up my loins by him, and make 
him my colleague in the bufinefs; that we may praife 
thee greatly, and may remember thee often; for thou 


Cuar. go. 


* AndI have other ufes for it.:— 
As to drive away wild beafls from 
mv flock, to carry my bottle of wa- 
ter on, to ftick up and hang my up- 
per garment on to fhade me from the 
fun; and feveral other ufes enume- 
rated by the commentators. 

y Ic became a ferpent.]—Which 
was at firffno bigger than the rod, 
but afterwards {welled to a prodigious 
fize (1). : 

t Take holdon it, and fear not. J—- 
When Mofes faw the ferpent move 
wbout with great nimblencls, and 
{wallow floncs and trees, he was 
greatly terrified, and fled from it; 
but recovering his courage at thefe 
words of Gon, he had the boldnefs 
to take the ferpent by the jaws (2). 

* See chap. 7. p. 205. 

» Loofe the knor of my tongue, 
&c. }— For Mofes had an impediment 


(1) Idem. {2) Idem. 


m his fpeech, which was occafioned 
by the following accident. Pharaoh 
one day carrying him in his arms, 
when achild, he fuddenly laid hold of 
his beard, and plucked it ina very 
rough manner, which put Pharaoh 
into fuch a paffion, that he ordered 
him to be put to death: but Afia, his 
wife, reprefenting to hin that he 
was but a child, who could not 
diftinguifh between a burning coal 
anda ruby, he ordered the experi- 
ment to be made; and a live coal 
and aruby being fet before Mofes, 
he took the coal and put it into his 
mouth, and burnt his tongue: and 
thereupon he was pardoned. This 
isa Jewith flory a little altered (3). 

© A counfellor.J——The Arabic 
word is Wazir, which fignifies one 
who has the chitfadminiftration of 
affairs under a prince. 


(3) Vv. Shalfh. Hakkab. p- 11. 
regardelt 
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vegardeft us. GOD replied, Now haft thou obtained 
thy requeft, O Mosgs: and we have heretofore been 
gracious unto thee, another timc, when we revealed 
unto thy mother that which was revealed unto her‘, 
faying, Put him into the ark, and caft him into the 
river, and the river fhall throw him on the fhore; 
and my enemy and his enemy fhall take him and bring 
him up‘; and I beftowed on thee love from me‘; 
that thou mighteft be bred up under my eye. When 
thy fifter went and faid, Shall I bring you unto one 
who will nurfe the child*? So we returned thee unta 
thy mother, that her mind might be fet at eafe, and 
that fhe might not be affli€ted. And thou flewelt a 
foul, and we delivered thec from trouble"; and we 
proved thee by {everal trials‘: and afterwards thou 


¢ When we revealed unto thy mo- 
ther, &c.]—The commertators are 
sot agreed by what means this reve- 
iation was made: whether by private 
infpiration, by a dream, by a prophet, 
©” by an angel. 

¢ Put him into the ark, &c. ]—— 
Yhe commentators fay, that his mo- 
ther accordingly made an ark of the 
papyrus, and pitched it, and put in 
{ume cotton; and having laid the 
child therein, committed it to the 
river, a branch of which went into 
Faaraoh’s garden: that the ftream 
carried the ark thither into a fifh- 
pond, at the head of which Pharaoh 
was then fitting, with his wife Alia, 
the daughter of Mozahem; and 
that the king, having commanded 
it to be taken up and opened, and 
foding in it a beautiful child, took 
a fancy to it, and ordered it to be 
bought up (1). ; 

Some writers mention a miracu- 
hous prefervation of Mofes before he 
was put into the ark; and tell us, 
that his mother having hid him from 
Vharaoh’s officers in an oven, his 
hiter, in her mothei’s abfence, kin- 
died a large fire in the oven to heat 
ai, not knowing the child was there, 


(1) Al Beipawr. 
(4) Idem. 


(2) Ansu’erepa, &c. 


(5) Shalfh. Hakhab. p. 11. 


didft 


but that he was afterwards taken out 
unhurt (2). 

t I bellowed on thee love from 
me. |—Thatis, L infpired the love of 
thee into the hearts of thefe who faw 
thee, and particularly into the heart 
of Phaiaoh. 

8 When thy fifter went, &c.]— 
The Mohammedans pretend that fe- 
veral nurfes were brought, but the 
child refufed to take the breaft of 
any, ttl] his fifter Miriam, who went 
to learn news of him, told them fhe 
would find a nurfe, and brought his 
mother (3). 

_* Thou fleweft a foul, and we de- 
livered thee from troubl >. |—Mofes 
killed an Egyptian, in defence of an 
Ifraelite, and cfeaped the danger of 
being punifhed for it, by flying to 
Midian, which was cight days jour- 
ney diftant from Melr (4). 

The Jews pretend he was actu- 
ally imprifoned for the fact, and con- 
demned to be beheaded, but that, 
when he fhould have fuffered, his 
neck became as hard as ivory, and 
the {word rebounded on the execue 
toner (5). ‘ 

' We proved thee by various tri- 
als.}—For he was obliged to abane 


(3) Al Berpawi- 


dor 
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didft dwell fome years" among the inhabitants of 
Mapian. Then thou cameft hither according to 
our decree, O Moses; and I have chofen thce for 
myfelf: wherefore go thou and thy brother! with my 
figns; and be not negligent in remembering me. 
Go ye unto Puaraon, for he is exceffively impious : 
and fpeak mildly unto him; peradventure he will 
confider, or will fear our threats, They anfwerced, 
O Lorn, verily we fear left he be precipitately vio- 
lent againft us, or left he tranfgrefs more exorbitantly. 
GOD replied, Fear not; for Iam with you: I will 
hear and will fce. Go ye therefore unto him, and 
fay, Verily we are the meffengers of thy Lorn: 
wherefore fend the children of IsraxEL with us, or do 
not afflict them. Now are we come unto thee with 
a fign from thy Lorp: and peace be upon him who 
fhall follow the true dire€tion. Verily it hath been 
revealed unto us, that a punifhment fhall be infli€ted 
on him who fhall charge us with impofture, and {hall 
turn back. And when they had delivered their meflage, 
Puanraon faid,.Who is your Lorn, O Moses? He 
anfwered, Our Lorp is he who giveth all things: he 
hath created them, and direéteth them by his provi- 
dence. Puaraou faid, What therefore 1s the condi- 
tion of the former generations"? Moses anfwered, 
The knowledge thercof 1s with my Lorn, in the 
book of his decrees: my Lorp errcth not, neither 
doth he forget. Itis he who hath fpread the earth 
as a bed for you, and hath made you paths therein; 
and who fendcth down rain from heaven, whereby 
we caufe various kinds of vegetables to {pring forth; 


don his country and his fricnds, 
and to travel feveral days, in great 
terror and want of neceflary provi- 
fions, to feck a refuge among 
firangers; and was afterwards 
forced to ferve for hire to gain a 
laychihood. ; 
* Some years. J—i. e. Ten (1). 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


' Go thou and thy brother. J—— 
Aaron being by this time come out 
to meet bai brovhicr, either by divine 
infpiration, or having notice of his 
defign to return to Egypt (¢). 

m What is the eacd tio of the fore 
mer gencrations feat As to hap- 
pinefs or mifcry after death, 


(2) Idem. 
faying, 
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faying, Eat of part, and feed your cattle with other, part 
thereof. Verily herein are figns unto thofe who are 
endued with underftanding. Out of the ground have 
we created you; and to the fame will we caufe you to 
return, and we will bring you forth from thence ano- 
ther time. And we fhewed Puaraou all our figns 
which we had empowered Mosss to perform: but he 
accufed him of impofture, and refufed to believe; and 
he faid, Art thou come unto us that thou mayelt dif- 
poffefs us of our land by thy enchantments, O Moses 
Verily we will meet thee with the like enchantments : 
wherefore fix an appointment between us and thee; we 
will not fail it, neither fhalt thou, in an equal place. 
Moses anfwered, Let your appointment be on the day 
of your folemn feaft"; and let the people be affembled 
in open day. And Puaraon turned away from Mo- 
ses, and gathered together the moft expert magicians, to 
exccute his ftratagem; and then came to the appoint- 
ment. Mosss faid unto them, Wo be unto you! 
do not devife a lie againft Gop’, left he utterly 
deftroy you by fome judgment: for he fhall not 
profper who devifeth lies. And the magicians dif 
puted concerning their affair among themfelves, and 
difcourfed in private: and they faid, Thefe two are 
certainly magicians: they feek to difpoffefs you of 
your land by their forcery: and to lead away with 
them your chiefeft and molt confiderable men. Wherc- 
fore colleét all your cunning, and then come in or- 
der: for he fhall profper this day, who fhall be fu- 
perior, They faid, O Moses, whether wilt thou 
caft down thy rod firft, or fhail we be the firlt who 
caft down our rods? He anfwered, Do ye calt down 
your rods firlt. And behold, their cords and their 
rods appeared unto him, by their enchantments, to 
run about like ferpents ®: wherefore Moses conceived 

fear 


The day of the folemn feaft.]-— formed in his name are the efle&ts of 
hich was probably the firlt day of magic. 
their new year, ¥ Their cordsand their rods feemed 
C o not devife a he againff unto him, by their enchantments, to 
op, J—By faying the miracles per- runabout like ferpents, }-1 hey rubbed 


theo 
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fear jn his heart. But we faid unto him, Fear not; for 
thou 'fhalt be fuperior: therefore caft down the rod 
which is in thy right-hand; and it fhall fwallow up 
the feeming ferpents which they have made: for what 
they have made is only the deceit of an enchanter ; 
and an enchanter fhall not profper, whitherfoever he 
cometh. And the magicians, when they faw the mi- 
racle which Moses performed, fell down and wor- 
fhipped, faying, We believe in the Lorp of Aaron 
and of Moses. Puraraou faid unto them, Do ye 
believe in him before I give you permiffion? Verily 
this is your mafter, who hath taught you magic. Bui 
I will furely cut off your hands and your feet on the 
oppofite fides; and I will crucify you on trunks of 
palm-trees‘: and ye fhall know which of us is more 
fevere in punifhing, and can longer protra& you 
pains. They anfwered, We will by no means have 
greater regard unto thee, than unto thofe evident 
miracles which have been fhewn us, or than unto 
him who hath created us. Pronounce therefore that 
{entence againft us which thou art about to pronounce: 
for thou canft only give fentence as to this prefent 
life. Verily we believe in our Lorp, that he may 
forgive us our fins, and the forcery which thou haft 
forced us to exercife: for Gop is better to reward, and 
more able to prolong punifhment than thou. Verily 
whofoever fhall appear before his Lorn on the day of 
judgment, polluted with crimes, fhall have hell for hi: 
reward; he fhall not die therein, neither fhall he live. 
But whoever fhall appear before him, having been :: 
truce bclicver, and fhall have worked nghteoufnefs, 
for thefe are prepared the higheft degrees of happinefs , 
namely, gardens of perpetual abode’, which fhall be 
watered by rivers; they fhall remain therein for ever - 
and this fhall be the reward of him who fhall be pure. 
them over with quickfilver, which  ¢ See ibid. p.207. ¢ 

being wrought upon by the heat of _ * Gardens of perpetual isa os 


the fun, caufed them to move (1). Agterally, gardens of Eden; Se 
See chap. 7. chap. 9. p. 206. 


(i) Idem. 
Anc 
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And we fpake by revelation unto Moses, faying, Go 
forth with my fervants out of Ecypr by-night; and 
{mite the waters with thy rod, and make them a dry 
path through the feat: be not apprehenfive of Pua- 
RAOnN's overtaking thee; neither be thou afraid. And 
when Mosss had done fo, PuHaraon followed them 
with his forces; and the waters of the fea which over- 
whelmed them, overwhelmed them. And PHaraon 
caufed his people to err, neither did he direé& them 
aright. Thus, O children of Israzz, we delivered 
you from your enemy; and we appointed you the 
right fide of mount Sint to difcourfe with Moses 
and to give him the law: and we caufed manna and 
quails to defcend upon you’, faying, Eat of the good 
things which we have given you for food; and 
tranfgrefs not therein", left my indignation fall on 
you: and on whomfoever my indignation fhall fall, 
he fhall go down headlong into perdition. But I will 
be gracious unto him who fhall repent and believe, 
and fhall do that which is right: and who fhall be 
rightly dire&ted. What hath caufed thee to haften 
from thy people, O Moses, to receive the law’? 
He anfwered, Thefe follow clofe on my footfteps; but 
I have haftened unto thee, O Lorn, that thou 
mighteft be well pleafed with me. GOD faid, We 
have already made a trial of thy people, fince thy de- 
parture*; and at Sameri” hath feduced them to 
| idolatry. 
* A dry path through the fea.]-The peared Before Gon while they were 
expofitors add, that the fea was di- at fome, though no great, diftance 
vided into twelve feparate paths, one behind him, 
foreach tribe (1): a fable borrowed _ * Since thy departure. ]~They con« 
from the Jews (2). tinued in the worfhip of the true 
* See chap.@.p.11. | Gop for the firft twenty days of 
_ " Tranfgrefs not therein.]——By Mofes’s abfence, which, by taking 
sngratitude, excels, or infolent beha- she mghts alfo into their reckoning, 
viour. they computed to be forty, and at 
~ What hath caufed thee to haften their expiration concluded they had 
from thy people, &c.J-For Mofes, it ftaid the full time which Mofes had 


feems, outwent the feventy elders, commanded them,and fo fell into the 
who had been chofen, in obedience ball of the golden calf (4). 


to the divine command, to accomte Al Sameri.|J—This was not his 
pany him to the mount (3), and ap-__ proper name, but he had this ap- 
ox. Il, K pellation 


(1) Idem, Anvu’zrep., in Hift, Se V.R. Errazer, Pirke. c. 42, 
(3) See chap. 2. p. 11.Chap, 7, Pe 213, &Ce (4) Al Baspawi. 


146 Ar KORAN. 


idolatry. Wherefore Mosss returned unto his people® 
in great wrath, and excecdingly afflited. And he 
faid, O my people, had not your Lorp promifed 
you a moft excellent promife*? Did the time of m 

abfence feem long unto you? Or did ye defire that 
indignation from your Lorp fhould fall on you, and 
therefore failed to keep the promife which ye made 
me? They anfwered, We have not failed in what 
we promifed thee of our own authority ; but we were 
made to carry in feveral loads of gold and filver, of the 
ornaments of the people, and we caft them into the 
fire; and in like manner at Samerr alfo caftin what 
he had colleéted, and he produced unto them a cor-: 
poreal calf*, which lowed. And at Sameri and his 


Ci ar. 20, 


pellation becaufe he was of a certain 
tribe among the Jews called the Sm» 
maritans, (wherein the Mohamme- 
dans ftrangely betray their ignorance 
in hiftory ;) though fome fay he was 
a profelyte, but a hypocritical one, 
and originally of Kirman, or fome 
other country. His true name was 
Moles, or Maifa, Ebn Dhafar (1). 
Selden is of opinion that this perfon 
was no other than Aaron himfelf, 
(who was really the maker of the 
calf,) and that he is here called al Sa- 
meni, from the Hebrew verb fhamar, 
to keep (2); becaufe he was the 
Keeper or Guardian of the children 
of I{rael during his brother’s abfence 
in the mount; which is a very inge- 
mious conjefiure, not abfolutely in- 
confiftent with the text of the Koran, 
{though Mohammed feems to have 
miftaken al Sameri for the name of a 
different perfon) and offers a much 
more probable origin of that appella- 
tion, than toderve it, asthe Moham- 
medans do, from the Samaritans, who 
were not formed into a people, nor 
bore that name ull many ages after. 
* Mofes returned unto his people. } 
viz. After he had completed his 


forty days flay in the mount, and had - 


received the law (3). 
(1) Idem. (2) Ssrpvew. de Diis Syn 
ZIDAWI. 


chap. &. p. 10. not. *. 


* A moft excellent promife.}— 
i. ¢. The law, containing a light and 
certain dire€tion to guide you in the 
right way. 

6 The ornaments of the people. }=, 
Thefe ornaments were rings,, braces 
lets, and the like, which the Ifrael- 
ites had borrowed of the Egyptians, 
under pretence of decking themfel ves 
out for fome feaft, and had noe 
returned to them ; or, as fome think, 
what they had firipped from the dead 
bodies of the Egyptians, caft on fhore 
by the fea: and al Sameri, concciv- 
ing them unlawful to be kept, and 
the occafion of much wickednefs, 
perfuaded Aaron to let him colle@ 
them from the people; which being 
done, he threw them all into the fire, 
to melt them down into one mafs 


a is obfervable that the Moham-e 
medans generally fuppofe the caft 
metal*s coming forth in the fhape of 
acalf, was befide the expe€tation of 
al Sameri, who had not made a 
mould of that figure; and that when 
Aaron excufes himfelf to his brother, 
in the pentateuch, he feems as if he 
would perfuade him it was an acci- 
dent (5). 

* See chap. 7. p. 212, note *, 


Synt. 1. ¢. 4. 


(3) Al 
(4) Idem. V. D’Haxexr. Bibl. Orient. p. 650. and Kor. 
(5; See Exod, xxx, 24. 


companions 
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companions faid, This is your god, and the god of 
Moses; but he hath forgotten him, and is gone to 
feek fome other. Did they not therefore fee that their 
idol returned them no anfwer, and was not able to 
caufe them either hurt or profit ? And Aaron had 
faid unto them, O my people, verily ye are only 
proved by this calf; for your Lorp is the Merciful : 
wherefore follow me, and obey my command. Th 

anfwered, We will by no means ceafe to be devoted 
to its worfhip, until Moses return unto us. And 
when Mosss was returned, he faid, O Aaron, what 
hindered thee, when thou faweft that they went aftray, 
that thou didft not follow me‘? Haft thou there- 
fore been difobedient to my command ? AARon an- 
{wered, O fon of my mother, drag me not by my 
beard, nor by the hair of my head. Verily I feared 
left thou fhouldeft fay, Thou haft made a divifion 
among the children of Israzx, and thou haft not ob- 
ferved my faying*. Moses faid unto at Samert, 
What was thy defign, O Sameri? He anfwered, I 
faw that which they faw not‘; wherefore I took a 
handful of duft from the footfteps of the meflenger of 
GOD, and I caft it into the molten calf; for fo did 
my mind diref&t me. Moses faid, Get thee gone ; 
for thy punifhment in this life fhall be, that thou fhalt 


¢ That thou didft not follow me.] 
—By thefe words Mofes reprehends 
Aaron for not feconding his zeal in 
taking arms againft the idolaters; 
or for not coming after him to the 
mountain, to acquaint him with their 

rebellion. 
* Left thou fhouldeft fay, Thou 
made a divifion among the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and haft not kept my 
faying J—Let if I had taken arms 
the worfhippers of the 


a fedition; or if I had gone after 
thee, thou fhouldeft blame me for 
abandoning my charge, and not 
Waiting thy return to reétify what 


again calf, , 
thou fhouldeft fay that I had raifed” 


was amifs. : 

€ I faw that which they faw not.] 
~Or, I knew that which they knew 
not; viz) That the meflenger fent 
to thee Gop, was a pure fpi- 
rit, and that his foorfteps gave life 
to whatever they touched being no 
other than the angel Gabriel, mount- 
ed on the horfe of life: and there- 
fore I made ufe of the duft of his 
feet to animate the molten calf. Ir 
is faid, al Samer knew the angel, 
becaufe he had faved and taken care 
of him when a child and expofed by 
his mother for fear of Pharaoh (1). 

8 See chap. 2. p, 10, not. ®, 


(1) Al Basnaw:z, Jatzrazo’pnn. 
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fay unto thofe who fhall meet thee, Touch me not*; 
and a threat is denounced againft thee of more terrible 
pains, in the life to come, which thou fhalt by no means 
efcape. And behold now thy god, to whofe worfhip 
thou haft continued affiduoufly devoted: verily we 
will burn it'; and we will reduce it to powder, and 
{catter it inthe fea. Your Gon is the true Gop, be- 
fides whom there is no other god: he comprehendeth 
all things by his knowledge. - Thus do we recite unto 
thee, O Monammen, relations of what hath paffed 
heretofore; and we have given thee an admonition from 
us. He who fhall turn afide from it, fhall furely carry 
a load of guilt on the day of refurref&tion*, On that 
day the trumpet fhall be founded ; and we will gather 
the wicked together on that day, having grey eyes’, 
They fhall fpeak with a low voice to one another, 
faying, Ye have not tarried™ above ten days. We 
well know what they will fay; when the moft con- 
{picuous among them for behaviour fhall fay, Ye 
have not tarried above one day. They will afk thee 
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» Thou fhalt fay to thofe who 
fhall meet thee, Touch me not. ]-Left 
they infe@ thee with a burning fe- 
ver: for that was the confequence 
of any man’s touching him, and 
the fame happened to the perfons he 
touched ; for which reafon he was 
obliged to avoid all communication 
with others, and was alfo fhunned 
by them, wandering in the defert 
like a wild beafl (1). 

Hence it is conck ta tribe 
of Samaritan Jews, to inhabit 
a certain ifle in the red fea, are the 
defcendants of our ai Sameri; be- 
caufe it is their peculiar mark of dif- 
tinétion, at this day to ufe the fame 
words, viz. La mefas, 1. e. Touch 
me not, to thofe they meet (2). It 
is not improbable that this flory 
may owe its rife to the known ha- 
tred borne by the Samaritans to the 
Jews, and their fuperftitious avoid- 


(1) Idem. 


(2) V. Geogr. Nub. p. 45. 
(4) Al Bsivawi, Jawnari. in Lex, 


ing to have any commerce with 
them, orany other ftrangers (3). 

* We will burn it.J—Or, as the 
word may alfo be tranflated, Wewill 
file it down; but the other is the 
more received interpretation. 

k See chap. 6. p. 159, 160. 

| Having grey eyes. J—For this, 
withthe Arabs, is one mark of anene- 
my, oraperfon they abominate; to 
fay aman has a black liver, (though I 
think we exprefs our averfion by the 
term white-livered,) reddifh whifk- 
ers, and grey eyes, being a periphra- 
fis fora foe, and particularly a Greek, 
which naticn were the moft inveterate 
enemies ofthe Arabs, and have ufu- 
ally hair and eyes of thofe colours (4). 
The original word, however, fignie 
fies alfo thofe who are f{quint-eyed, 
or even blind of a fuffufion. 

m Ye have not tarried. J—viz. In 
the world; or, in the grave, 


s 


(3) V. Secogn.ubi fup. 


conceming 
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concerning the mountains: Anfwer, my Lorp will 
reduce them to duft, and fcatter them abroad"; and 
he will leave them a plain equally extended: thou 
fhalt fee no part of them higher or lower than another. 
On that day mankind fhall follow the angel who will 
call them to judgment °, none fhall have power to turn 
afide from him; and their voices fhall be low before 
the Merciful, neither fhalt thou hear any more than the 
hollow found of their feet. On that day the intercef- 
fion of none fhall be of advantage unto another, except 
the interceffion of him to whom the Merciful fhall 
grant permiffion*®, and who fhall be acceptable to him 
in what he faith. GOD knoweth that which is before 
them, and that which is behind them; but they com- 
prehend not the fame by their knowledge: and their 
faces fhall be humbled ® before the living, the felf-fub- 
fifting GOD; and he fhall be wretched who fhall 
bear his iniquity. But whofoever fhall do good 
works, being a true believer, fhall not fear any in- 
juftice, or any diminution of his reward from GOD. 
And thus have we fent down this book, being a Koran 
in the Arabic tongue; and we have inferted various 
threats and promifes therein, that men may fear GOD, 
or that it may awaken fome confideration in them: 
wherefore let Gon be highly exalted, the King, the 
Truth! Be not over-hafty in receiving or repeating the 
Koran, before the revelation thereof be completed 
unto thee'; and fay, Lorn, increafe my know- 
Icdge. We heretofore gave a comm unto Anam; 


K 3 but 

" Sce the Prelim. Difc. fe&.1V. —* Be not over-hafty in receiving or 
'P. 108, 109, repeating the Koran, &c.]—Mohame 
© See ibid. p. 111. - med is here commanded not to be im- 


® Except the interceffion of him.] — patientatany delay in Gabriel’s bring- 
—Or, Except unto him, &c. See- ing the divine revelations, or not 10 
chap. 19. p. 197. repeat it too faft after the angel, fo as 

4 Their faces fhall be humbled.J* to overtake him before he had finith- 
—The original word properly ex-* ed the pafflage. But fome fuppofe 
pee the humility and deje&ted the prohibition relates to the put . 
ook of captives in the prefence of ing mt verfe before the fame wag 
their conqueror. perfeétly explained to him (1). 


(1) Al Bstpaws, Jarearo*ppin. 
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but he forgot the fame’, and ate of the forbidden fruit; 


and we found not in him a firm refolution. And re- 
member when we faid unto the angels, Worfhip ye 
Apam; and they worfhipped him: but Esuis re- 
fufed'. And we faid, O Anam, verily this is an 
enemy unto thee, and thy wife: wherefore beware 
left he turn you out of paradife; for then fhalt thou 
be miferable. Verily we have made a provifion for 
thee, that thou fhalt not hunger therein, neither fhalt 
thou be naked; and there is alfo a provifion made for 
thee, that thou fhalt not thirft therein, neither fhalt 
thou be incommoded by heat. But Saran whif- 
pered evil fuggeftions unto him, faying, O Apam, 
fhall I guide thee to the tree of eternity, and a king- 
dom which faileth not? And they both eat thereof: 
and their nakednefs appeared unto them; and they 
began to few together the leaves of paradife, to co- 
ver themfelves*. And thus Anam became difobedi- 
ent unto his Lorn, and was feduced. Afterwards 
his Lorp accepted him, on his repentance, and was 
turned unto him, and dire&ted him. And GOD faid, 
Get ye down hence, all of you: the one of you fhall 
be an enemy unto the other. But hereafter fhall a di- 
re€tion come unto you from me: and whofoever 
fhall follow my direétion, fhall not err, neither fhall 
he be unhappy; but whofoever fhall turn afide from 
my admonition, verily he fhall lead a miferable life, 
and we will caufe him to appear before us on the day 
of refurrection, blind*. And he {hall fay, O Lorp, 
Why haft thou brought me before thee blind, whercas 
before J faw clearly! GOD hall anfwer, Thus have 
we done, becaufe our figns came unto thee, and thou 
didft forget them; and in the fame manner fhalt thou 


* He forgot. ]——Adam’s fo foon _ perfon was the firft of men; alluding 
forgetting the divine command, has to the like found of the words. 
occafioned fome Arab etymologifits * See chap. 2. p. 7,.&c. and chap. 
te derive the word Insan, i.e. man, 4. p. 187, &c. 
from nafiya, to forget; and has alfo * See chap. 7. p. 188, 180. 

wen rife to the following prover- § ~ Seechap. 2. p. 8. 
ial faying, Awwalo nafin awwa- = Sec the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. 
lo’nnahi, thatis, The firt forgetful p. ie. b 
€ 
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be forgotten this day. And thus will we reward him 
who fhall be negligent, and fhall not believe in the 
figns of his Lorn: and the punifhment of the life to 
come fhall be more fevere, and more lafting, than 
the punifhment of this life. Are not the Meccans 
therefore acquainted how many generations we have 
deftroyed before them; in whofe dwellings they 
walk’? Verily herein are figns unto thofe who are 
endued with underftanding. And unlefs a decree had 
previoufly gone forth from thy Lorn for their refpite, 
verily their deftru€tion had neceffarily followed: but 
there is a certain time determined by GOD for their 
punifhment. Wherefore do thou, O MoHaMMEp, 
patiently bear that which they fay; and celebrate the 
praife of thy Lorp before the rifing of the fun, and 
before the fetting thereof, and praife him in the hours 
of the night, and in the extremities of the day *; that 
thou mayeft be well-pleafed with the profpeé of re- 
ceiving favourfrom GOD. And caft not thine eyes on 
that which we have granted divers of the unbelievers 
to enjoy, namely, the fplendor of this prefent life’, 
that we may prove them thereby: for the provifion of 
thy Lorp® is better, and more permanent. Command 
thy family to obferve prayer; and do thou perfevere 
therein. We require not of thee that thou labour to 
gain neceffary provifions for thyfelf and family : we will 
provide for thee; for the profperous iffue {hall attend 
on picty *. The unbelievers fay, Unlefs he come unto 


¥ In whofe dwellings they walk.] 
——-Seeing the footfteps of their de- 
ftruGion ; as of the wibes of Ad and 
Thamid. 

= The extremities of the day. }-i.¢. 
Evening and morning ; which times 
are repeated as the principal hours of 
prayer. But fome bappale thefe words 
intend the prayer of noon ; the firft 
half of the day ending, and the {es 
cond half beginning at that time (1). 

* Caft not thine eyes on that which 
we have granted divers of them to 


{1) lidem, 


(2) Bee chap. 25. p. 74. not. Pe 
Ra 


enjoy, &c.J]—That is, Do not envy 
or covet their pomp and profperity 
in this world (2). 

_» The provifion of thy Lorzv.}]— 
viz. The laid up for thee in 
the next life : or the gift of prophecy, 
and the revelations with which Goo 

favoured thee. 

* It ts faid that when Mohame 
med’s family were in any ftreit or 
affligtion, he ufed to order them to 
go to prayers, and to repeat this 
verfe (a). 


(9) Al Bsipawte 
us 


AWIT, 
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us with a fign from his Lorn, we will not believe on 
him. Hath not a plain declaration come unto them, 
of that which is contained in the former volumes of 
{cripture, by the revelation of the Koran? If we had 
deftroyed them by a judgment before the fame had 
been revealed, they would have faid, at the rcfurreéti- 
on, O Lorp, how could we believe fince thou didf{t 
not fend unto us an apoitle, that we might follow thy 
figns, before we were humbled and covcred with 
fhame? Say, Each of us wait the iffue: wait there- 
fore; for ye fhall furely know hereafter who have 
been the followers of the even way, and who hath 
been rightly direéted. 


CHAP. XxXiI, 
Intitled, The Prophets’; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


* H E time of giving up their account draweth 

nigh unto the people of Mecca; while they 
are funk in negligence, turning afide from the confide- 
ration thereof. No admonition cometh unto them 
from their Lorn, being lately revealed in the Koran, 
but when they hear it, they turn it to fport: their 
hearts are takcn up with delights. And they who 
aét unjuftly difcourfe privately together, faying, Is 
this Monammepb any more than a man like your- 
felves? Will ye therefore come to hear a piece of 
forcery, whenye plainly perceive it to befo? Say, My 
Lorp knoweth whatever is fpoken in heaven and on 
earth: it is he who heareth and knoweth. But they 
fay, The Koran is a confufed heap of dreams: nay, 
he hath forged it; nay, he is a poet: let him come 
unto us therefore with fome miracle, in like manner 
as the former prophets were fent. None of the cities 


¢ The chapter bears this title, feveral of the ancient prophets, are 
becaufe fome particulars relating to here recited, 
which 
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which we have deftroyed, believed the miracles which 
they faw performed, before them: will thele therefore 
believe, if they fec a miracle? We fent none as our 
apoftles before thee, other than men, unto whom we 
revealed our will. Afk thole who are acquainted 
with the fcripture, if ye know not this. We gave 
tiem not a body which could be fupported without 
their eating food; neither were they immortal. But 
we made gool our promife unto them: wherefore 
we delivered them, and thofe whom we pleafed ; but 
we deftroyed the exorbitant tran{greffors. Now have 
we fent down unto you, O Korets, the book of 
the Koran; wherein there is honourable mention of 
you: will ye not therefore underftand? And how 
many cities have we overthrown, which were un- 
godly; and caufed other nations to rife up after 
them? And when they felt our fevere vengeance, be- 
hold, they fled {wiftly from thofe cities. And the an- 
gels faid, {coffingly, unto them, Do not fly; but re- 
turn to that wherein ye delighted, and to your habi- 
tations: peradventure ye will be afked*. They an- 
{wered, Alas for us! verily we have been unjuft ‘. 
And this their lamentation ceafed not, until we had 
rendered them like corn which is mowed down, and 
utterly extinét. We created not the heaven and the 
earth, and that which is between them, by way of 
fyort® If we had pleafed to take diverfion, verily 


CHAP, 21. 


© Peradventure ye will be afked. ]- 
i. e. Concerning the prefent pofture 
of affairs, by way of confultation ; 
or, that ye may be examined as to 
your deeds, that ye may receive the 
reward thereof (1). 

‘f They anfwered, Wountous, &c.] 
—It is related that a prophet was fent 
to the inhabitants of certain towns 
in Yaman, but inflead of hearken- 
ing to his remonftrances, they killed 
him: upon which Gop delivered 
them into the hands of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who put them to the {fword; 


a voice at the fame time erying from 
heaven, Vengeance for the blood of 
the prophets! Upon which they ree 
pented, and ufed the words of this 


pa age 
8 We have not created the heavens 
and earth by way of {port. ]}—But for 
the manifeftation of our power and 
wifdom to people of underftanding, 
that they may ferioufly confider the 
wonders of the creation, and dire& 
theiraCtions tothe attainment of furure 
happinefs, negle€ting the vain pomp 
and fleeting pleafures of this world. 


(1) Idem, Janvaro’op:y, al Zamaxi. 
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we had taken it with that which befeemeth us*; if we 
had refolved to have done this. But we wil] oppofe 
truth to vanity, and it fhall confound the fame; and 
behold, it fhall vanifh away. Wo be unto you, for 
that which ye impioufly utter concerning GOD! fince 
whoever is in heaven and on earth 1s fubje& unto 
him ; and the angels who are in his prefence do not 
infolently difdain his fervice, neither are they tired 
therewith, They praife him night and day: they 
faint not. Have they taken gods from the earth ? 
Shall they raife the dead to life? If there were either 
in heaven or on earth gods befides Gon, verily both 
would be corrupted’. But far be that which they 
utter, from Gop, the Lorn of the throne! No ac- 
count fhall be demanded of him for what he fhail 
do; but an account fhall be demanded of them. 
Have they taken other gods befides him? Say, Pro- 
duce your proof thereof. This is the admonition of 
thofe who are contemporary with me, and the admo- 
nition of thofe who have been before me*: but 
the greater part of them know not the truth, and 
turn afide from the fame. We have fent no apoftle 
before thee, but we revealed unto him that there is 
no god befides myfelf: wherefore ferve me. They 
fay, the Merciful hath begotten iffue; and the angels 
are his daughters’. Gop forbid! They are his ho- 


® With that which befeemeth us. ] 
—viz. We had fought our pleafure 
an our own perfeftions; or, in the 
{piritual beings which ave in our 1m- 
mediate prefence ; and not in raifin 
of materia] buildings with painted 
roofs, and fine floors, which 1s the 
diverfion of man. 

Some think the original word, 
tranflated diverfion, fignifies in this 
place, a wife, or achild; and that 
the paffage is particularly levelled a- 
gainft the Chriftians (1). 

‘ Both would be corrupted. ]-That 
is, the whole creation would necef- 


furily fall into confufion and be 


overturned, by the competition of 
fuch mighty antagonifts. 

* This is the admonition of thofe 
who are contemporary with me, and 
of thofe who have been before mc.]} 
—i.¢. This isthe conflant do&rine 
of all the facred books; not only of 
the Koran, but of thofe which were 
revealed in former ages; all of them 
bearing witnefs to the great and 
fundamental truth of the unity of 


OD. 
1 This paflage was revealed on 
account of the Khozaits, who held 
the angels to be the daughters of 


Gop. 


(1) Iidem, 


noured 
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noured fervants: they prevent him not in any thing 
which they fay; and they execute his command. 
He knoweth that which is before them, and that 
which is behind them: they fhall not intercede for 
any, except for whom it fhall pleafe him; and they 
tremble for fear of him. Whoever of them fhalt 
fay, Tam a god befides him; that angel will we re- 
ward with hell: for fo will we reward the unjuft. Do 
not the unbelievers therefore know, that the heavens 
and the earth were folid, and we clave the fame in 
{under®; and made every living thing of water? 
Will they not therefore believe? And we placed {table 
mountains on the earth, left it fhould move with 
them*; and we made broad pafflages between them 
for paths, that they might be diretted in their jour- 
ries: and we made the heaven a roof well fupported. 
Yet they turn afide from the fides thereof, not confi- 
dering that they are the workmanfhip of GOD. It is 
he who hath created the night, and the day, and the 
fun, and the moon; all the celeftial bodies move f{wift- 
ly, each in its refpeftive orb. We have not granted 
unto any man before thee, eternal permanency in this 
world; if thou die therefore, will they be immortal ?? 
Every foul fhall tafte of death: and we will prove 
you with evil, and with good, for a trial of you ; and 
unto us fhall ye return, When the unbelievers fee 
thee, they receive thee only with fcoffing, faying, Is 
this he who mentioneth your gods with contempt? 


= They prevent him not m any 
thing which they fay.J—i.e. They 
a ume not to fay any thing, until 


Or, as fome chufe to tranflate the 
words, The heavens and the earth 
were fhut up, and we opened the 


hath {poken it; behaving as fer- 
vants who know their duty. 

= The heavens and the earth were 
fulid, and we clave the fame in fun- 
der. ]—That is, They were one con- 
tinued mafs of matter, till we fee 
arated them, and divided the heaven 
into feven heavens, and the earth into 
as many ftories; and diflinguifhed 
vie various orbs of the one, and the 
diiferent climates of the other, &c. 


fame; their meaning being, that the 
heavens did not rain, nor the earth 
produce vegetables, till Gop inter 
pofed his power (i). . 

° Sce chap. 16. p. 7 

P If thou die therefore, will they 
be immortal ? ]—This paflage was ree 
vealed when the infidels faid, We 
expe& to fee Mohammed die, like 
the reft of mankind, 


(2) Al Baipawi, | __ 


Yet 
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Yet themfelves believe not what is mentioned to them 
of the Merciful*, Man is created of precipitation‘. 
Hereafter will I fhew you my figns, fo that ye fhall 
not wifh them to be haftened. They fay, When will 
this threat be accomplifhed, if ye {peak truth? If they 
who believe not, knew that the time will furely come, 
when they fhall not be able to drive back the fire of 
hell from their.faces, nor from their backs, neither 
{hall they be helped, they would not haiten it. But 
the day of vengeance fhall come upon them fuddenly, 
and {hall {trike them with aftonifhment: they hall not 
be able to avertit; neither fhall they be refpited. 
Other apoftles have been mocked before thee: but the 
punifhment which they fcoffed at, fell upon fuch of 
them as mocked. Say unto the {coffers, Who hall 
fave you by night and by day from the Merciful ? 
Yet they utterly negle& the remembrance of their 
Lorp. Have they gods who will defend them, befides 
us? They are not able to help themfelves; neither 
fhall they be affifted againft us by their companions. 
But we have permitted thefe men and their fathers to 
enjoy worldly profperity, fo long as life was continued 
unto them. Do they not perceive that we come unto 
the land of the unbelievers, and ftraiten the borders 
thereof? Shall they therefore be the conquerors ? 
Say, I only preach unto you the revelation of GOD: 
but the deaf will not hear thy call, whenever they are 
preached unto. Yet if the leaft breath of the punifh- 
ment of thy Lorn touch them, they will furely fay, 
Alas for us verily we have been a he We will 
appoint juft balances for the day of refurreAion; nei- 
ther fhall any foul be injured at all: although the 
merit or guilt of an action be of the weight of a grain 

* Yet they believe not what is —Being hafty and inconfiderate (1), 
mcntioned to them of the Merciful.] It is faid this paflage was revealed 
—-—Denying hisunity; or reje&ing on account of al Nodar Ebn al Ha- 
his apofiles and the fcrptures which eth, when he defired Mohammed 
were given for their inftruction, and to haften the divine vengeance with 


particularly the Koran, which he threatened the unbe- 
» Man iscreated of precipitation.] licvers (2). 


(3) See chap.17. p.97, &c. (9) Al Bsipawt. f 
0 
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of muftard-feed only, we will produce it publicly; and 
there will be fufficient accomptants with us. We for- 
nierly gave unto Mosss and AARON the Law, being 
a diftinétion' between good and evil, and a light and 
admonition unto the pious; who fear their Lorp in 
(ecret, and who dread the hour of judgment. And 
shis book alfo is a bleffed admonition; which we have 
‘ant down from heaven: will ye therefore deny it? 
and we gave unto AspRAHAM his dire€tion' hereto- 
fore, and we knew him to be worthy of the revelations 
wherewith he was favoured. Remember when he {aid 
unto his father, and his people, What are thefe 
images to which ye are fo entirely devoted"? They 
«nfwered, We found our fathers worfhipping them. 
He faid, Verily both ye and your fathers have been 
in a-manifeft error. They faid, Doft thou ferioufly 
tell us the truth, or art thou one who jefteft with 
as? He replied, Verily your Lorp is the Lorp 
of the Heavens and the earth; it is he who hath 
created them: and I am one of thofe who bear 
vvitnefs thereof. By Gop, I will furely devife a 
jot againft your idols, after ye fhall have retired 
‘rom them, and fhall have turned your backs, And 
in the people’s abfence he went into the temple where 
the idols ftood, and he brake them all in picces, ex- 
cept the biggelt of them; that they might lay the 
hlame upon that”. And when they were returned, and 


CHAP. 21. 


.¢ 


* The diftin&tion. ]—Arab. al For- 
kan. See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. LI. 


: His dire€tion.J—viz. The ten 
books of divine revelations which 
were given him (1). 

“ See chap. 6. p. 149, 170, &c. 
chap. 19. p. 133, and shar 2. p. 48. 

™ And he brake them all in pieces, 
except the bigecft of them, &c. ]— 
Abraham took his opportunity to do 
this while the Chaldeans were abroad 
-n the fields, celebrating a great felti- 
val; and fome fay he hid hinfelf in 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. p. 97. 


+@’RDIN, KC. 


V. Hypz, de Rel. vet. Perf.c - 


faw 


the temple: and when he had a- 
complifhed his defn, that he might 
the more evidently convince them 
of their folly in worfhipping them, 
he hung the ax with which he had 
hewn and broken down the images, 
on the neck of the chiefidul, named 
by fome writers, Baal; as if he had 
been the author of all the mif 
chief (2), For this ftory, which, 
thu’ it be falfs, is not ill invented, 
Mohammed ftands indebted to the 
Jews; who tell it with a lite var 
ation: for they fay Abraham per- 

formed 


fs’ Al Berpawr, Jacca- 
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faw the havock which they had made, they faid, 
Who hath done this to our gods? He is cer- 
tainly an impious perfon, And certain of them 
anfwered, We heard a young man fpeak reproach- 
fully of them: he is named AsraHaAM. They faid, 
Bring him therefore before the eyes of the people, 
that they may bear witnefs againft him. And when 
he was brought before the affembly, they faid unto 
him, Haft thou done this unto our gods, O Asra- 
nam? He anfwered, Nay, that biggeft of them hath 
done it: but afk them, if they can fpeak. And they 
returned unto themfelves*, and faid the one to the 
other, Verily ye are the impious perfons. Afterwards 
they relapfed into their former obftinacy ¥, and faid, 
Verily thou knoweft that thefe fpeak not. ABRAHAM 
an{wered, Do ye therefore worfhip, befides Gon, that 
which cannot profit you at all, neither can it hurt 
you? Fie on you; and upon that which ye worfhip 
befides Goo! Do ye not underftand? They faid, 
Burn him, and avenge your gods: if ye do this, it 
will be well*. And when AsRaAn am was Caft into the 


—That is, they became fenfible of 
their folly. 
7 Afterwards they relapfed into their 


formed this exploit inhis father’sfhop, 
during his ablence that Terah, on 
his return, demanding the occafion 


of the diforder, his fon told him that 
the idols had quarrelled and fallen 
together by the ears about an offer- 
ing of fine flower, which had been 
brought them by an old woman; and 
that the father, finding he could not 
inift on the impoffibility of what 
Abraham pretended, without con- 
fefling the impotence of his gods, fell 
into a violent paffion, and carried 
him to Nimrod that he might be 
exemplarnily punifhed for his info- 
lence (1). 

* They returned unto themfelves. ] 


former obftinacy. ]—Literally, They 
were turned down upon their heads, 
* They faid, Burn him, &c. ]—Pere 
ceiving they could not prevail againit 
Abraham by dint of argument, fays 
al Beidawi, they had recourfe to per- 
fecution and torments. The fame 
commentator tells us the perfon 
who gave this counfel, was a Perfian 
Curd (2), named Heyytn, and that the 
earth opened and fwallowed him up 
alive: fome, however, fay it was 
Andefban, a Magian prieft (3); and 
others that it was Nimrod himfelf, 


(1) R. Gevax. in Shalfhe). hakkab. p.8. V. Maramon. Yad. hazzaka, 


c. 1. de idol. 


tans, Indic. Geogr. in vit. Saladini, voce Cusdi. 


p- 316. 


(2) V. D'Hzxsex. Bibl, Orient. Art. Dh 


okak. & Scnur- 
°(3) V. D'Harasu. 


pile, 


Cuar. @1.- 
pile, 


vation unto ABRAHAM’. 
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we faid, O fire, be thou cold, and a prefer- 
And they fought to lay a 
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plot againft him: but we caufed them to be the 


fufferers >. 


¢ We faid, O fire, be thou cold, 
&c.J]——The commentators relate 
that, by Nimrod’s order, a large {pace 
was enclofed at Cutha, and filled 
with a vaft quantity of wood, which 
neing {et on fire, burned fo fiercely, 
chat none dared to venture near it: 
then they bound Abraham, and put- 
ting him intoan engine, { which fome 
fuppofe to bave been of the devil's 
invention, ) fhot him into the midft of 
the fire, from which he was pre- 
ferved by the angel Gabriel, who was 
fent to his affiftance ; the fire burning 
vonly the cords with which he was 
bound (1). They add, that the fire 
having miraculoufly Joft its heat, in 
re{pett to Abraham, became an odo- 
tiferous air, and that the pile changed 
to a pleafant meadow; though it 
raged {o furioufly otherwife, that, ac- 
cording to fome writers, about two 
thoufand of the idolaters were con- 
fumed by it (2). 

This ftory feems to have had no 
other foundation than that paflage 
of Mofes, where Gon is fard to have 
brooght Abraham out of Ur of the 
Chaldees (3), mifunderflood: which 
words the Jews, the moft trifling 
interpreters of {cripture, and fome 
. moderns who have followed them, 

ave tranflated, out of the fire of the 

haldecs ; taking the word Ur, not 
for the proper name of a city, as it 
really is, but for an appeHative fig- 
pyine fire (4). However, it is a 
fable of fome antiquity, and credited 
pot only by the Jews, but by feveral 


And we delivered him and Lot, by 


bringing 


of the eaftern Chriftians; the twen- 
ty-fifth of the fecond Canin, or 
fanuaey, being fet apart in the 
Syrian calendar, for the commemo- 
ration of Abraham's being caft into 
the fire (5). 

The Jews alfo mention fome other 
perfecutions which Abraham under. 
went on account of his religion, pare 
ticularly a ten years imprifonment 

6): fome faying he was imprifoned 
y Nimrod (7); and others, by his 
father Terah (°). 
> We caufed them to be the lo. 
fers. ]— Some tell us that Nimrod, on 
feeing this miraculous deliverance 
from his palace, cried out, that he 
would make an offering to the Gop 
of Abraham ; and that he accordingly 
facrificed four thoufand kine (9). 
But, if he ever relented, he foon re- 
lapfed into his former infidelity ; for 
he built a tower that he might afcend 
to heaven to fee Abraham’s Goo 5 
which‘ being overthrown (10), {till 
perfifting in his defign, he would be 
carned to heaven in a cheft borne by 
four monftrous birds; but after wan 
dering for fome time through the air, 
he fell down on a mountain with 
fuch a force, that he made it fhake, 
whereto, (as fome fancy) a paflage 
in the Koran (11) alludes, which 
may be tranflated, although their 
contrivances be fuch, as to make the 
mountains tremble. 

Nimred, difappointed in his de- 
fign of making war with Goo, 
turned his arms againft Abraham, 

who, 


(1) Al Betoawi, Janvaro’opine &c. V. Morcan’s Mahometifm 


expl. v. —e 

RV. 7. 

Hyox, de Rel. vet. 

Exsez. Pirke, c. 96. &c. 

Talmud. in 
BIDAWI. 


-4. (2) The Mf, Golpel of Barnabas, ch. 28. (3) Genel. 
-Targ. Jonatrnu. & 
erf, a, a4 &e, 
. Maca. Mure Nev. 1. 3... 29. 

mar. Bava bathra, gi. 1. 
(10) See chap 16. p. 78. 


ierofol’ in Genef.c. at, & 15. & 
(3) V. Hywe ibid. p. 73. (6) R. 
(7} Glolfa 
(8) Iu Aggada. ig) Al 
4a) Chapa 68. 
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bringing them into the land wherein we have bleffed 
all creatures*. And we beftowed on him Isaac, and 
Jacos, as an additional gift: and we made all of 
them righteous perfons. We alfo made them models 
of religion’, that they might dire€t others by our 
command: and we infpired into them the doing of 
good works, and the obfervance of prayer, and the 
giving of alms; and they ferved us. And unto Lot 
we gave wildom and knowledge, and we delivered 
him out of the city which committed filthy crimes ; 
for they were a wicked and infolent people: and we 
Iced him into our mercy; for he was an upright per- 
fon. And remember Noau, when he called for de- 
ftruétion on his people‘, before the prophets above- 
mentioned; and we heard him, and delivered him and 
his family from a great ftrait: and we proteéted him 
from the people who accufed our figns of falfehood ; 
for they were a wicked people, wherefore we drowned 
them all. And remember Davin, and So.omon, 
when they pronounced judgment concerning a field, 
when the fhcep of certain people had fed therein by 
night, having no fhepherd; and we were witnefles 
of their judgment: and we gave the underftanding 


thercof unto Sotomon® And on all of them we be- 
{towed 


Cap. 21, 


to punifh, by one of the fmalleft of 
his creatures, him who infolently 
boafted himfelf to be lord of all (1). 


who, being a great prince, raifed 
forces to defend himfelf; but Goo, 


dividing Nimrod’s fubje&ls, and con- 
founding their language, deprived 
him of the preater part of his peo- 
ple, and piagued thole who adhered 
to him by {warms of gnats, which 
deftrovyed almoft all of them: and 
one of thofe gnats having entered 
into the nofiril, or ear, of Nimrod, 
penetrated to one of the membranes 
of his brain, where, growing bigger 
every day, it gave him fuch into- 
lerable pain, that he was obliged 
to caufe his head to be beaten with 
a mallet, in order to procure fome 
cafe, which torture he fuffered four 
hundred years; Gow being willing 


A Syrian calendar places the death of 
Nimrod, as if the time were well 
known, on the eighth of Thamiz, 
or July : , : 

© The land wherein we have ble™ 
ed all creatures. |—1. e. Palefline ; in 
which country the greater part of the 
prophets appeared. 

¢ See chap. 2. p. 24. 

« See chap. 7. p. 199, 200, and 
chap. 11. p. 27, 28, 

§ See chap. 8. p. 235. not. '. 

s When they pronounced judg- 
ment concerning 4 field, &c.]-Some 
fheep, in their fhepherd’s abfence, 

having 


(1) V. D’Hersex. Bibl. Orient. Art. Nemrod. Hyesz, ubi fupra 


(2) V. Hyog, ibid. p. 74. 
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{towed wifdom and knowledge. . And we compelled 
the mountains to praife us with Davin; and the 
birds alfo": and we did this. And we taught him 
the art of making coats of mail for you’, that they 
may defend you in your wars: will ye therefore be 
thankful ? And unto Sotomon we fubjeéted a ftrong 
wind*; it ran at his command to the land whereon 
we had beftowed our bleffing': and we knew all 
things. Andwe alfo fubjeéted unto hiscommand divers 
of the devils, who might dive to get pearls for him, 
and perform other work befides this™; and we 
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having broken into another man’s 
field (or vineyard, fay others,) by 
night, and eat up the corn, a dil- 
pits arofe thereupon ; and the caufe 

eing brought before David and So- 
lomon, the former faid, that the 
owncr of the land fhould take the 
fheep, in ponipen zon of the da- 
mage which he had fuftained; but So- 
Jomon, who was then but eleven years 
old, was of opinion that it would be 
more juft for the owner of the field 
to take only the profit of the fheep, 
viz. their milk, lambs, and wool, 
till the {hepherd fhould, by his own 
labour, and at his own expence, put 
the field into as good condition as 
when the fheep entered it; after 
which the fheep might he returned 
to their mafter. And this judgment 
of Solomon was approucd by Da- 
vid himfelf as better than his own 


1). 

h We compelled the mountains to 
praife us with David, and the birds 
alfo, ]—Mohammed, it {eems, taking 
the vifions of the Talmudifts for 
truth, believed that when David 
was fatigued with finging pfalms, 
the mountains, birds, and other 
parts of the creation, both animate 
and inanimate, relieved him in 
chanting the divine praifes. This 
confequence the Jews draw from 


(1) Al Berpawt, 


VoL. II, 


ALLALO’DDIN, &Ce 


(3) Tarikh Montakkab, V. D’Hersec. p. 284, 


the words of the pfalmift, when he 
calls on the feveral parts of nature 
to join with him in celebrating the 
praife of Gop (2); it being their 
perverfe cuftom to expound pafla- 
ges in the moft literal manner, 
which cannot bear a literal fenfe 
without a manifeft abfurdity; and, 
on the contrary, to turn the plaineft 
paflages into allegorical fancies. 

i The art of making coats of mail. ] 
—Men, before his inventing them, 
ufing to arm themfelves with broad 
plates of metal. Left this fable 
fhould want fomething of the mar- 
vellous, one writer tells us, that the 
iron which David ufed, became foft 
in his hands like wax (3). 

* A ftrong wind. }—Which tran- 
{ported his throne with prodigious 
wiftnefs. Some fay, this wind was 
violent or gentle, juft as Solomon 
pleated (4). 

' To the land whereon we had be- 
flowed our blefling. |}—viz. Paleftine ; 
whither the vind rought back So- 
lomon’s throne in the evening, after 
having carried it toa diftant country 
in the morning. 

» And perform other work. ]-Such 
as the building of cities and pa- 
laces, the fetching of rare pieces of 
art from foreign countries, and the 

Cc. 


(2) See Pfalm exlviii. 
(4) See chap. 27. 


| watched 


162 Ap KORAN. 


watched over them". And remember Jos°; when 
he cricd unto his Lorn, faying, Verily evil hath 
afflicted me: but thou art the moft merciful of 
thofe who fhew mercy. Wherefore we hcard him, 
and relieved him from the evil which was upon him: 
and we reftored unto him his family, and as many 
more with them, through our mercy, and for an ad- 
inonition unto thofe who ferve GOD. And remember 


CHAP, 21. 


IsmarEL, and Epris?®, and Duu’LKEFL‘. 


= And we watched over them. ]J— 
Left they fhould fwerve from his 
orders, or do mifchief according to 
their natural inclinations. Jallalo’d- 
din fays, that when they had finifh- 
ed any piece of building, they pull- 
ed it down before night, if they 
were not employcd in fomething 
new. 
© The Mohammcdan vriters tell 
us, that Job was of the racc of Efau, 
and was bleffed with a numcrous 
family, and abundant riches; but 
that Gon proved him, by taking 
away all that he had, even his 
children, who were killed by the 
fall of a houfe; notwihftanding 
which he continued to ferve Gon, 
and to return him thanks, as ufual : 
that he was then ftruck with a filthy 
difeafe, his body being full of 
worms, and fo offenfive, that as he 
lay on the dunghill none could bear 
to come near him: that his wife, 
however, (whom fome call Rahmat 
the daughter of Ephraim the fon of 
Jofeph, and others Makhir the 
daughter of Manaffes) attended him 
with great patience, fupporting him 
with what fhe earned by her labour ; 
but that the devil appearing to her 
one day, after having reminded 
her of her paft profperity, promifed 
her that if the would orig him, 
he would reftore all they had loft; 
whereupon fhe afked her hufband’s 
confent, who was fo angry at the 
propofal, that he f{worc, if he re- 
covered, to give his wife an hun- 


All thefe 
were 


dred firipes: that Job having pro- 
nounced the prayer recorded in this 
paffuge, Gon fent Gabriel, who tak- 
ing him by the hand, raifed hir 
up ; andat the fame time a fountair 
fprang up at his feet, of which hav- 
ing drank, the worms fell off hi. 
body, and wafhing therein, he re- 
covered his former health and beau- 
ty: that Gop then reftored all tc 
him double ; his wife alfo becoming 
young and handfome again, anc 
bearing him twenty-fix fons: anc 
sor foe to fatisfy his oath, wa: 
directed by Gon to firike her one 
blow with a palm branch having - 
hundred Jeaves (1). Some, tu ex- 
prefs the great riches which were 
beflowed on Job after his fufferings 
fay he had two threfhing-floors 
one for wheat, and the other’ for 
barley, and that Gon fent twc 
clouds which rained gold on the 
one, and filver on the other, til 
they ran over (2). The tradition. 
differ as to the continuance of Job’s 
calamities; one will have it to be 
eighteen years, another thirteen 
another three, and another exaétly 
feven years feven months and fever. 
hours. 

P See chap. 19. p. 134. 

4 Dhul’kefl.|—Who this prophet 
was is very uncertain. One com- 
mentator will have him to be Elias, 
or Jofhua, or Zacharias (3) ; ano- 
ther fuppofes him to have been the 
fon of Job, and to have dwelt ir 
Syria; to which fume add, that he 

wa. 


1) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’ppin, Apu’tFepa, &ce See D’Herset 
Bi 


]. Orient. Ait. Aioub, 


(2) JaLLaLo’pvine 


(3) Al Bsrpawt. 
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were patient perfons : wherefore we led them into our 
mercy ; for they were righteous doers. And remember 
Duvu’LNuy', when he departed in wrath‘, and thought 
that we could not exercife our power over him. 
And he cried out in the darknefs', faying, There is 
no Gop, befides thee: praife be unto thee! Verily 
I have been one of the unjuft. Wherefore we heard 
him, and delivered him from affliGion’: fo we de- 
liver the true believers. And remember ZacuaRIiAs, 
when he called upon his Lorn, faying, O Lorn, 
leave me not childiefs: yet thou art the beft heir. 
Wherefore we heard him, and we gave him Joun; 
and we rendered his wife fit for bearing a child unto 
him. Thefe ftrove to excel in good works, and 
called upon us with love, and with fear; and hum- 
bled themfelves before us. And remember her who 
preferved her virginity”, and into whom we breathed 
of our fpirit ; ordaining her and her fon for a fign 
unto all creatures. Verily this your religion is one 
religion*, and I am your Lorn; wherefore ferve 
me. But the Jews and Chriftians have made fchifms 
inthe affair of their religion among themfelves: but 
all of them fhall appear before us. Whofoever fhall 
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atime, and greatly difgufted at their 
obftinacy and ill ufage of him; 
but others, more agreeably to {crip- 
ture, fay, the reafon of his ill hu- 
mour was Gon’s pardoning of that 
people on their repentance, and 
averting the judgment which Jonas 
had threatened them with, fo that 
Me had been made a 


was firft a very wicked man, but 
afterwards repenting, dicd; upon 
which thefe words appeared mira- 
culoufly written over his door, Now 
hath Gov been merciful to Dhu’l- 
kefl (1): and a third tells us he 
was a perfon of great ftriinefs of 
life, and one who ufed to decide 


caufes to the fatisfa€tion of all par- 
ties, becaufe he was neveg,in a paf- 
fion; and that he was called Dhu’l- 
kefl from his continual fafting, and 
other religious exercifes (2). 

© Dhu’Inin. ]——This 1s the fur- 
name of Jonas; which was given 
him becaufe he was {wallowed by the 

See chap. 10. p. 13. 

* When he departed in wrath. J— 
Some_fuppofe tonavs anger was 
againft the Ninevites, being tired 
with preaching to them fo i long 


(1) Azu’sr, 


(2) JaLLALo’nDINe 


he thought 
hiar (3). 

t In the darknefs. ]}——-i. ¢. out of 
the belly of the fifh. 

« See chap. 97. 

~ Her who preferved her virgini- 
ty. ]—Namely, the virgin Mary. 

«This your religion is one religi- 
on. |——-Being the fame which was 

roteffed by all the prophets, and 

Foly men and women, without any 
fundamental difference or variation. 


(3) Al Bexpawr. 


Lg3 do 
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do good works, being a true believer, there fhall be 
no denial of the reward due to his endeavours ; and 
we will furely write it down unto him. An _ inviola- 
ble prohibition is laid on every city which we fhal! 
have deftroyed; for that they fhall not return any 
more into the world; until Goc and Macog hall 
have a paffage opened for them’, and they fhall 
haften from every high hill*; and the certain pro- 
mife fhall draw near to be fulfilled: and behold, the 
eyes of the infidels fhall be fixed with aftonifhment, 
and they fhall fay, Alas for us! we were formerly re- 
gardlefs of this day; yea, we were wicked doers. 
Verily both ye, OQ men of Mecca, and the idols 
which ye worfhip befides Gon, fhall be caft as fuel 
into hell-fire: ye fhall go down into the fame. If 
thefe were really gods, they would not go down into 
the fame: and all of them fhall remain therein for 
cver. In that place fhall they groan for anguifh: 
and they fhall not hear aught therein*. As for thofe 
unto whom the moft excellent reward of paradife hath 
been predeftinated by us, they fhall be tranfported 
far off from the fame’; they fhall not hear the leaft 
found thereof: and they fhall continue for ever in 
the felicity which their fouls defire. The greateft 


y Until Gog and Magog fhall 
have a_ paflage opened for them. ]— 
3. ec. Until the sefurre&tion; one 
fign of the approach whereof will 
be the eruption of thofe barbari- 
ans (1). 

* They fhallhaften fom every high 
hill. J—In this paffage fome copies, 
inftead of hadabin, 1. e. an elevated 
part of the earth, have jadathin, 
which fignifies a grave; and if we 
Sollow the latter reading, the pronoun, 
they, muft not refer to Gog and Ma- 
gog, butto mankind in general. 

* They fhal! not hear aught there- 
in. J—Becaufe of their aftonifhment 
and the infupportable torments they 
fhall endure ; or, as others expound 


(1) See the Prelim, Difc. fe&t, IV. p. 107. 


LALO’DDIN. 


the words, They fhall not hear there- 
in any thing which may give then 
the leafi comfort. 

> As for thofe unto whom paradife 
hath been predeftinated, &c.]—One 
Ebn al Zabari obje€ted to the pre- 
ceding words. Both ye and that 
which ye yorfhip befides Gop, hall 
be caftinPhell, becaufe, being ge- 
neral, they afferted an abiolate 
fallehood ; fome of the obje&s of 
idolatrous worfhip being fo far from 
any danger of damnation, that the 
were in the higheft favour with 
Gop, as Jzsus, Ezra, and the 
angels; wherefore this paflage was 
revealed, excepting thofe who were 
predeftinated to falvation (2), 


(°) AlBeipawr, Jar- 


terror 
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terror fhall not trouble them; and the angels fhall 
meet them to congratulate them, faying, This is your 
day which ye were promifed. On that day we will roll 
up the heavens, as the angel aL S1j11‘ rolleth up the 
book wherein every man’s aftions are recorded. As 
we made the firft creature out of nothing, fo we will 
alfo re-produce it at the refurreétion. ‘This is a pro- 
mife which it liethon us to fulfil: we will furely per- 
form it. And now have we written in the pfalms, after 
the promulgation of the law, that my fervants the righ- 
teous fhall inherit the earth*®. Verily in this book are 
contained fufficient means of falvation, unto people who 
ferve GOD. We have not fent thee, O MonaMMEn, 
but as a mercy unto all creatures. Say, No other 
hath been revealed unto me, than that your Gop is 
one Gop: will ye therefore be refigned unto him? 
But if they turn their backs to the confeffion of GOD’s 
unity, fay, I proclaim war againft you all equally*: 
but I know not whether that which ye are threatened 
with’ be nigh, or whether it be far diftant. Verily 
GOD knoweth the difcourfe which is fpoken in pub- 
lic ; and he alfo knoweth that which ye hold in private. 
I know not but peradventure the refpite granted you is 
for a trial of you; and that ye may enjoy the prof- 
perity of this world for a time. Say, Lorn, judge 
between me and my adverfaries with truth. Our Lorp 
is the Merciful; whofe affiftance is to be implored 
again{t the blafphemies and calumnies which ye utter. 
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© The angel al Sijil. | —Whofe of- 
fice it is to write down the aétions o 
every man’s life, which Mt his death, 
he rolls up, as completed. Some 
pretend one of Mohammed’s {cribes 
is here meant: and others take the 
word Sijil, or, as it is alfo written, 
Sijill, for an appellative, fignifying 
a book or written fcroll; and ac- 
cordingly render the paflage, as a 
wnitten {croll is rolled up ( 5 


¢ Thefe words are taken from 
Pfalm 37. v. ag. 

© I proclaim war againft yon, &c. ] 
—Or Ihave publicly declared unto 
you what I was commanded. 

‘ That which ye are threatened 
with. ]—viz. The loffes and difgraces 
which ye {hall fuffer by the Fiture 
fucceffes of the Moflems; or, the day 
of judgment. 


(1) Tidem, &c. 
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CHAP. XXIL. 


Intitled, The Pilgrimage’; revealed at Mecca", 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Men of Mecca, fear your Lorp. Verily the 

fhock of the laft-hour’ will be a terrible thing. 
On the day whereon yc fhall fee it, every woman 
who giveth fuck fhall forget the infant which fhe 
fuckleth*; and every female that is with young fhall 
caft her burden; and thou fhalt fee men feemingly 
drunk, yet they fhall not be really drunk: but the 
punifhment of Gop will be fevere. There is a man 
who difputeth concerning Gop without knowledge ', 
and followeth every rebellious devil; againft whom 
it is written, that whoever fhall take him for his 
patron, he fhall furely {educe him, and fhall lead 
him into the torment of hell. O men, if ye be 
in doubt concerning the refurreétion, confider that 
we firft created you of the duft of the ground; 
afterwards, of feed; afterwards, of a little coagu- 
lated blood™; afterwards, of a piece of flefh, 
perfeftly formed in part, and in part imperfeétly 
formed; that we might make our power manifcit 
unto you: and we caufe that which we pleafe to reft 


© Some ceremonies ufed at the pil- from the weft; one fign of the near apy 
grimage of Mecca being mentioned in _ proach of the day of judgment (3). 


this chapter, pave occafion to the in- * See the Prelim. Dilc. fe. IV. 
{cripnion. p- 109. 
b Some (1) except two verfes, be- — ' Thereisaman whodifputeth con- 


ginning at thcfe words, There are cerning Gop, &c.J-This paflage was 
fome men who ferve Gop in a wa- revealed on account of al Nodar Ebn 
vering manner, &c. And others (2) al Hareth, who maintained that the 
fix vertces, beginning at, Thefe are angels were the daughters of Gop, 
two oppofitc parties, &c. that the Koran wasa fardel of old 
> The fhock of igs seme a fables, and denied the refyrre€tion 
the earthquake which, fome fay, is (4). 
to happen a little before the funnfes = ™ Seechap.96. - 


(1) JaLLaLo’ppIN. (2) Al Bsrvawt. ' (3) See the Prelim. 
Difc. fe&. IV. p. 105, &e. (4) Al Baipawt. 


in 
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in the wombs, until the appointed time of delivery. 
Then we bring you forth infants; and afterwards 
we permit you to attain your age of full {trength: 
and one of you dieth in his youth, and another of 
you is poftponed to decrepit age, fo that he forget- 
teth whatever he knew. Thou feeft the earth fome- 
times dried up and barren: but when we fend down 
rain thereon, it is put in motion, and {welleth, and 
produceth every kind of luxuriant vegetables. This 
fheweth that Gop is the truth, and that he raifeth 
the dead to life, and that he is almighty; and that 
the hour of judgment will furely come, (there is no 
doubt thereof, and that Gop will raife again thofe 
who are in the graves. There is a man who dif- 
puteth concerning Gop without either knowledge, 
or a direftion, or an enlightening book *, proudly 
turning his fide, that he may feduce men from the 
way of Gop. Ignominy fhall attend him in this 
world ; and on the day of refurreétion we will make 
him tafte the torment of burning, when it fhall be faid 
unto him, This thou fuffereft becaufe of that which 
thy hands have formerly committed; for Gop is not 
unjuft towards mankind. There are fome men who 
ferve Gop ima wavcring manner, ftanding, as it were, 
on the verge’ of the true religion. If good befal one 


of 


* There is a man who difputeth clining to his own fide, flands his 
concerning Gov, &c.]—The perfon ground, but if the enemy is likely to 
here meant, it 1s faid, was Abu a prevail, takes to his heels. 

(«), a principal man among the Ko- The paffage they fay, was re- 
reifh, and a moft inveterate enemy of vealed on account of certain Arabs 
Mohammed and his religion. His of the defert, who came to Medina, 
true name was Amru Ebn Hefham, and having profefled Mohammedifm, 
of the family of Makhziim; and he were well enough pleafed with it 
was furnamed Abu’lhocm, 1.e. the fo long as their affairs profpered, 
father of wifdom, which was after- but if they met with any adverfity, 
wards changed into Abu Jahl, orthe were fure to lay the blame on their 
father of folly. He was flaininthe new religion. A tradition of Abu 
battle of Bedr (2). Said mentions another accident as 

° There are fome men who ferve the occafion of this pailage, viz. 
Gop waveringly, ftanding on the that a certain Jew embraced Iflam, 
verge, &c.]—This expreflion alludes but afterwards taking a diflike to it, 
to one who being pofted in the {kirts on account of fome misfortunes 
of an army, if he fees the vi€tory in- which had befallen him, went to 

L4 Mo-. 


(1) Jarzaro’ppine (2) Seechap, 8. p. 232, not. *. 
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of them, he refteth fatisfied therein ; but if any tribula- 
tion befal him, he turneth himfelf round, with the lofs 
both of this world, and of the life to come. This is 
manifeft perdition. He will call upon that, befides 
Gop, which neither can hurt him, nor profithim. This 
js an error remote from truth. He will invoke him 
who will fooner be of hurt to his worfhipper than of 
advantage. Such is furely a miferable patron, and a 
miferable companion. But Gop will introduce thofe 
who fhall believe, and do righteous works, into gardens 
through which rivers flow; for Gop doth that which 
he pleafeth. Whofo thinketh that Gop will not affift 
his apoftle in this world, and in the world to come, let 
him ftrain a rope towards heaven, then let him put an 
end to his life, and fee whether his devices can render 
that ineffe€tual, for which he was angry». Thus do we 
fend down the Koran, being evident figns; for Gon 
dire€teth whom he pleafeth. As to the true believers, 
and thofe who judaize, and the Sabians, and the Chrif- 
tians, and the Magians, and the idolaters; verily 
Gop hfhall judge between them on the day of refur- 
rection ; for Gop is witnefs of all things. Doft thou 
not perceive that all creatures both in heaven and 
on earth adore Gop‘; and the fun, and the moon, 
and the ftars, and the mountains, and the trees, and 
the beafts, and many men? but many are worthy of 
chaftifement: and whomfoever Gop fhall render 
defpicable, there fhall be none to honour; for Gop 
doth that which he pleafeth. Thefe are two oppofite 


Mohammed, «and defired he might 
renounce it, and be freed from the 
obligations of it; but the prophet 
told him that no fuch thing was al- 
Jowed in his religion (1). 

® Let him {train a rope towards 
heaven, &c.J-Or, Let him tie a rope 
to the roof of his houfe, and hang 
bimfelf; that is, let him carry his 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


anger and refentment toever fo great 
an height, even to be driven to the 
moft defperate extremities, and fee: 
whether with all his endeavours he 
will be able to intercept the divine 
affiftance (3). 

« Adore Gon.]—Confeffing his 
power, and obeying his fupreme come 
mand. : 


(2) Idem. 


parties, 
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parties, who difpute concerning their Lorn’. And 
they who believe not, fhall have garments of fire fitted 
unto them: boiling water fhall be poured on their heads; 
their bowels fhall be diffolved thereby, and alfo their 
{kins; and they fhall be heaten with maces of iron. 
So often as they fhall endeavour to get out of hell, be- 
caufe of the anguifh of their torments, they fhall be 
dragged back into the fame; and their tormentors fhall 
fay unto them, Tafte ye the pain of burning. Gop will 
introduce thofe who fhall believe, amd att righteoufly, 
into gardens through which rivers flow: they fhall be 
adorned therein with bracelets of gold, and pearls; and 
their veftures therein fhall be filk. They are direéted 
unto a good faying'; and are diretted into the ho- 
nourable way. But they who fhall difbelieve, and 
obftruét the way of Gop, and hinder men from viit- 
ing the holy temple of Mecca, which we have ap- 
pointed for a place of worfhip unto all men: the in- 
habitant thereof, and the ftranger have an equal 
right to vifit it: and whofoever fhall feek impioufly to 
orofane it, we will caufe him to talte a grievous tor- 
ment. Call to mind when we gave the fite of the 
houfe of the Caasa for an abode unto Asrauam’, 
faying, Do not affociate any thing with me; and 
cleanfe my houfe for thofe who compafs it, and 
who ftand up, and who bow down to worfhip. 


* Thefe are two oppofite parties, 
&c,J—viz. The true believers, and 
the infidels. The paflage is faid to 
have been revealed on occafion of a 
difpute between the Jews and the 
Mohammedans: the former infiftin 
that they were in greater favour wit 
Gop, their prophet and revelations 
being prior to thofe of the Jatter ; and 
thefe replying, that they were more 
in Gon’s favour, for that they be- 
lieved not only in Mofes, but alfo in 
Mohammed, and in all the {criptures 
without exception ; whereas the Jews 
rejeCted Mohammed, though they 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. 


knew him to be a prophet, out of 


envy Ai 1). 

* Unto a good faying.j—viz. The 
profeffion of Gon’s unity; or thele 
words, which they fhall ufe at their 
entrance into paradife, Praife be unto 
Gop, who hath fulfilled his promile 
unto us (2), 

‘ When we gave unto Abraham 
the fite of the Czaba for an abode. | 
-1.¢. For a place of religious wor- 
fhip; fhewing him the {pot where 
it had ftood, and alfo the model of 
the old building, which had been 
taken up to heaven at the flood (3,. 


(9) See the Prelim Difc. (cet. IV. p. 155. 


And 
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And proclaim unto the people a folemn pilgrimage ®, 
fet them come unto thee on foot, and on evcry lean 
camel, arriving from every diftant road; that they 
may be witnefles of the advantages which accrue to 
them from the vifiting this holy place *, and may com- 
memorate the name of Gop on the appointed days’, 
in gratitude for the brute cattle which he hath beftow- 
ed on them. Wherefore eat thereof, and feed the 
needy, and the poor. Afterwards let them put an 
end to the negleét of their perfons’, and let them 
pay their vows’; and compafs the ancient houfe’*. 
This let them do. And whoever fhall regard the fa- 
cred ordinances of Gon °; this will be better for him 


* Proclaim unto the people a fo- 
Jemn pilgrimage. J—lt isrclated that 
Abraham, inobedience to this com- 
mand, went upto mount Abu kobeis, 
near Mecca, and cried from thence, 
O men, perform the pilgrimage to the 
houfe oe our Lorn; and that Gop 
caufed thofe who were then in the 
Joins of their fatheis, and the wombs 
of thcir mothers, from eaft to weft, 
and who, he knew _ beforehand, 
would perform the pilgrimage, to 
hear his voice. Some fzy, however, 
that thefe words were dirc¢ted to 
Mohammed, commanding him to 
proclaim the pilgrimage of valedic- 
tion (1): according to which expo- 
fition the paflage muft have been re- 
vealed at Medina. 

~ The advantages which accrue to 
them from the vifiting this place. ]— 
viz. The temporal advantage made by 
the great trade driven at Mecca dur- 
ing the pilgrimage, and the {piritual 
advantage of having performed fo 
meritorious a work. 

x The appointed davs.]-Namely, 
The ten firft days of Dhu'lhajia; or 
the tenth day of the fame month, on 
which they flay the facrifices, and 
the three following days (2). 

Y Let them put an end to the neg- 
le&t of their perfons.J—By fhaving 


(:) Al Berpaw:. 


(2) Idem, JaLLaro’pnrn. 


in 


their heads, and other parts of their 
bodies, and cutting their beards and 
nails in the valley of Mina; which 
the pilgrims are not allowed to do 
from the time they become Mohrims, 
and have folemnly dedicated them- 
felves to the performance of the pil- 
grimage, till they have finifhed the 
amie and flain their vidtims 
9). 
> Let them pay thcir vows. ]—By 
doing the good works which they 
have vowed to do in their pilgri- 
mage. Some underftand the words 
only of the performance of the requi- 
fite ceremonies. 

* And compafs the ancient houfe.} 
—1.e. The Caaba; which the Mo- 
hammcedans pretend was the firft 
edifice built and appointed for the 
worlhip of Gon (4). . The going 
round this chapel is a principal ceree 
mony of the pilgrimage, and is 
often repeated; but the laft time of 
their doing 1t, when they take their 
farewell of the temple, feems to be 
more particularly meant in this 
place. 

b Whoever fhall regard the facred 
ordinances of Gono. }—By obferving 
what he has commanded, and avoid- 
ing what he has forbidden; or, as 
the words alfo fignify, Whoever 

fhall 


(3) Tidem. See 


chap. 2. p. 35, 30. chap. 5. p. 151. and Borov. de Perepr. Meccana, p. 15, 
&c. (4) Seechap. 3. p. 73. and the Prelim. Dilc, {cct. IV. p. eee 


CuaPp. 22. At KORAN. 171 


in the fight of his Lorp. All forts of cattle are al- 
lowed you to eat, except what has been read unto 
you, in former paflages of the Koran, to be forbid- 
den. But depart from the abomination of idols, and 
avoid {peaking that which is falfe*: being orthodox in 
refpe€&t to Gon, aflociating no other god with him ; 
for whoever affociateth any other with Gop, is like 
‘that which falleth from heaven, and which the birds 
{natch away, or the wind bloweth to a far diftant 
place *. This is fo. And whofo maketh valuable 
offerings unto Gop‘; verily they proceed from the 
piety of men’s hearts. Ye receive various advantages 
from the cattle defigned for facrifices, until a determi- 
nied time for flaying them : then the place of facrificing 
them is the ancient houfe. Unto the profeffors of 
every religion’ have we appointed certain rites, that 
they may commemorate the name of Gop on flaying 
the brute cattle which he hath provided for them. 
Your Gop is one Gop: wherefore refign yourfelves 
wholly unto him. And do thou bear good tidings 
unto thofe who humble themfelvcs; whofe hearts, 
when mention is made of Gop, are ftruck with fear; 
and unto thofe who patiently endure that which be- 


thall honour what Gon hath {fanfti- 
fied, or commanded not to be pro- 
faned; as the temple and territory of 
Mecca, and the facred months, &c. 

© Avoid fpeaking that which is 
falfe,J—Either by afferting wrong 
‘znd impious things of the Deity; or 
by bearing falfe witnefs againft your 
neighbours. 

4 Like that which falleth from 
heaven, &c.]—Becaufe he who falls 
into idolatry, finketh from the height 
of faith into the depth of infidelity, 
has his thoughts diffra&ted by wicked 
lufts, and is hurried by the devil into 
the moft abfurd errors (1). 

* Whofo maketh valuable offer- 
ings unto Gop. ]—By chufing a well- 
favoured and coffly viétim, in honour 
of him to whom it is deflined. They 


(1) AlBsrpawt, 


fay Mohammed once offered a hun- 
dred fat camels, and among them one 
which had belonged to Abu Jahl, 
having in his nofe a ring of gold z 
and that Omar offered a noble camel, 
for which he had been bid three 
hundred dinars (2). 

he original may alfo be tranflae 
ted generally, Whofo regardeth the 
rites of the pilgrimage, &c. But the 
victims feem to be more particularly 
intended in this place. 

f Unto the profeflors of every re- 
ligion. |-Jallalo’ddin underftands this 
paflage in a reftrained fenfe, of the 
former nations who were true be- 
lievers; to whom Gop appointed a 
facrifice, anda fixed place and proper 
ceremouies for the offering of it. 


(2) Idem, 


falleth 
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falleth them ; and who duly perform their prayers, and 
give alms out of what we have beftowed on them. The 
camels flain for facrifice have we appointed for you as 
fymbols of your obedience unto Gon: ye alfo reccive 
other advantages from them. Wherefore commemo- 
rate the name of Gop over them, when ye flay them, 
ftanding on their feet difpofed in right order®: and 
when they are fallen down dead, eat of them; and 
give to eat thereof both unto him who is content with 
what is given him, without afking, and unto him who 
afketh *. Thus have we given you dominion over them, 
that ye might return us thanks. Their flefh is not ac- 
cepted of Gop, neither their blood; but your piety is 
accepted of him. Thus have we given you dominion 
over them, that ye might magnify Gop, for the re- 
velations whereby he hath dire€ted you. And bear 
good tidings unto the righteous, that Gop will repel 
the ill defigns of the infidels from the true believers ; 
for Gop loveth not every perfidious unbeliever. 
Permiffion is granted unto thofe who take arms 
again{ft the unbelievers, for that they have been un- 
jultly perfecuted by them: (and Gop is certainly able 
to affift them: who have been turned out of their 
habitations injurioufly, and for no other reafon than 
becaufe they fay, Our Lorp is Gop‘. And if 
Gop did not repel the violence of fome men by others, 
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Standing on their feet difpofed im 
right order. }—T hat is, as fome ex- 
pound the word, ftanding on three 
feet, having one of their fore feet tied 
up, which is the manner of tying ca- 
mels to prevent their moving from 
the place. Some copies inflead of 
fawaffa, read fawaffena, from the verb 
fafana, which properly fignifies the 

fture of a horfe, when he ftands 
on three feet, the edge of the fourth 
only touching the ground. 

* Unto him whois content with- 
out afking, and unto him who alk- 
eth.]——Or, as the words may alfo 
be rendered, Unto him who afketh 


in a modeft and humble manner, and 
unto him who wanteth but dareth 
not afk, 

i Permiffion is granted unto thofe 
who take arms, &c. ]|—This was the 
firft paffage of the Koran which al- 
lowed Mohammed and his followers 
to defend themfelves againft their 
enemies by force, and was revealed 
a little before the flight to Medina; 
till which time the prophet had exe 
horted his Moflems to fuffer the in- 
juries offered them with patience, 
whieh is alfo commanded in above 
Yeventy different: places of the Ko- 
ran (1). 


(1) Al Berpaw:, &c. V. the Prelim. Difc. fed. II. p. 63, &c. | 


verily 
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verily monafteries, and churches, and fynagogues, 
and the temples of the Moflems, wherein the name of 
Gop is frequently commemorated, would be utterly 
demolifhed*. And Gop will certainly affift him 
who {hall be on his fide: for Gop is ftrong and 
mighty. And he will affift thofe who, if we eftablifh 
them in the earth, will obferve prayer, and give 
alms, and command that which is juft, and forbid 
that which is unjult. And unto Gop fhall be the end 
of all things. If they accufe thee, O Monammen, 
of impofture ; confider that, before them, the people 
of Noau, and the tribes of Ap and THAmup, and 
the people of Azsrauam, and the people of Lot, 
and the inhabitants of Map1an,-accufed their pro- 
phets of impofture: and Moses was alfo charged 
with falfehood. And I granted a long refpite unto 
the unbelievers: but afterwards I chaftiled them; 
and how different was the change I made in their 
condition! How many cities have we deftroyed, 
which were ungodly, and which are now fallen to 
ruin on their roofs? And how many wells have been 
abandoned’, and lofty caftles? Do they not there- 
fore journey through the land? And have they not 
hearts to underftand with, or ears to hear with? 
Surely as to thefe things their eyes are not blind, 
but the hearts are blind which are in their breatts. 
They will urge thee to haften the threatened punifh- 
ment; but Gop will not fail to perform what he hath 


k If Gop did notrepe! the violence 
of fome men by others, verily monaf- 
terics, and churches, &c. would be 
demolifhed.]|—That is, The public 
exercife of any religion, whether 
true or falfe, is fupported only by 
force ; and therefore, as Mohammed 
would argue, the true religion muft 
be eflabliihed by the fame means. 

' How many wells have been ae 
bandoned, &c. ]—That is, How ma- 
ny {pots in the deferts, which were 
formerly inhabited, are now aban- 
doned? a negleéted well being the 


“Handha E 


proper fign of fuch adeferted dwelle 
ing in thofe parts, as ruins are of a 
demolifhed town, 
_ Some imagine that this paffage 
intends more particularly a well at 
the foot of a certain hill in the 
prowince of Hadramaut, and a caftle 
uilt on the top of the fame hill 
both belonging to the people of 
bn Safwan, a remnant of 
the Thamudites, who having killed 
their prophet, were utterly deftroy- 
ed by Gon, and their dwelling 
abandoned (1). 


(1) idem, 


threatened : 
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threatened : and verily one day with thy Lorp is as 
a thoufand years, of thofe which we compute *. 
Unto how many citics have I granted refpite, though 
they were wicked ? yet afterwards I chaftifed them; 
and unto me fhall they come to be judged, at the laft- 
day. Say, Omen, verily Iam only a public preacher 
unto you. And they who believe, and do good 
works, fhall obtain forgivenefs and an honourable 
provifion. But thofe who endeavour to make our 
fiens of none effeét, fhall be the inhabitants of hell. 
We have fent no apoftle, or prophet, before thee, 
but, when he rcad, Satan fuggefted fome error in 
his reading’. But Gop fhall make void that which 
Satan hath fuggcfted: then fhall Gop confirm his 
figns; for Gop is knowing and wife. But this he 
permittcth, that he may make that which Satan 
hath fuggefted, a temptation unto thofe in whofe 
hearts there is an infirmity, and whofe hearts are 
hardened: (for the ungodly are certainly in a wide 
difagreement from the truth:) and that they on whom 
knowledge hath been beftowed, may know that this 
book is the truth from thy Lorp, and may believe 
therein; and that their hearts may acquiefce in the 


™See 2 Pet. iu. 8. 

» We have fent no apofile, or pro- 
phet, but when he read, Satan fug- 
gefled fome error in his reading, &c. ] 
—The occafion of the paffage 1s thus 
telated. Mohammed one dav read-~ 
ing the 53d chapter of the Koran, 
when he came to this verfe, What 
think ve of Allat, and al Uzza, and 
of Manah the other third god- 
defs? the devil put the following 
words into his mouth, which he 
pronounced through inadvertence, 
or, as fome tell us)becaufe he was 
then half afleep (g), viz. Thefe are 


the moft high and Wauteous damfels, _ 


whofe interceffion i$ to be hoped for. 
The Korerfh, who were fitting near 
Mohammed, greatly rejoiced at what 
they had heard, and when he had 


(1) Yanya- 
See chap. 10. p. &g. 


finifhed the chapter, joined with 
him and his followers in making 
their adoration: but the prophet, 
being acquainted by the angel Ga- 
briel wal the reafon of their com- 
pliance, and with what he had ut- 
tered, was deeply concerned at his 
miflake, till this verfe was revealed 
for his confolation (2). 

We are told however by al Bei- 
dawi, that the more intelligent and 
accurate perfons rejeét the aforefaid 
Nory; and the verb, here tranflated 
read, fignifying alfo to wifh for any 
thing, interpret the paffage of the 
fuggeflions of the devil to debauch 
the afle€tions of thofe holy perfons, 
or to employ their minds in vain 
wifhes and defires. 


(2) AlBeipawi, JapLaro’ppin, Yauya, &c. 


fame : 
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fame: for Gop is furely the dire€tor of thofe who 
believe, into the right way. But the infidels will 
not ceafe to doubt concerning it, until the hour of 
judgment cometh fuddenly upon them; or until the 
punifhment of a grievous day ° overtake them. | On 
that day the kingdom fhall be Gon’s: he fhall judge 
between them. And they who have believed, and 
fhall have wrought righteoufnefs, fhall be in gardens 
of pleafure: but they who have difbelieved, and fhall 
have charged our figns with falfehood, thofe fhalk 
fuffer a fhameful pumfhment. As to thofe who 
fhall have fled their country for the fake of Gon’s 
rrue religion, and afterwards fhall have been flain, 
or fhall have died; on them will Gop beftow an 
excellent provifion ; and Gop is the beft provider, 
He will furely introduce them with an introduétion 
with which they fhall be well pleafed: for Gop is 
knowing and gracious. This is fo. Whoever fhall 
take a vengeance equal to the injury which hath been 
done him’, and fhall afterwards be unjuftly treated® ; 
verily Gop will affift him: for Gop is merciful, and 
ready to forgive. This fhall be done, for that Gop 
caufeth the night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth 
ihe day to fucceed the night; and for that Gop both 
heareth and feeth. This, becaufe Gop is truth, and 
becaufe what they invoke befides him, is vanity: 
and for that Gop is the high, the mighty. Doft 
thou not fee that Gop fendeth down water from 
heaven, and the earth. becometh green? for Gop is 
gracious and wife. Unto him belongeth whatfoever is 
m heaven and on earth: and Gop is felf-fufficient, 
worthy to be praifed. Doft thou not fee that Gop 






which maketh childlefs; by which treated. ]—By th greffor’s feeking 
fome great misfortune in war is ex- to revenge him(eMMagain of the per- 
preffed: as the overthrow the infi- fon injured, by 6 ering him fome 
dels receivedat Bedr. Some fuppofe further violence, 
the refurreétion is here amended The paffage feems to relate to the 
? Whoever fhall take a vengeance vengeance which the Moflems fhould 
ee to the injury. ]—And fhall not take of the infidels, for their unjua 
ta 


ake a more fevere revenge than the _ perfecution of them, 
Fadt deferves. 


° A grievous day.]—Or, a day @ And fhall ‘= be unjuflly 


hath 
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hath fubje€ted whatever is in the earth to your fer- 
vice, and alfo the fhips which fail in the fea, by his 
command? And he: with-holdeth the heaven that it 
fall not on the earth, unlefs by his permiffion': for 
Gop is gracious unto mankind, and merciful. It is 
he who hath given you life, and will hereafter caufe 
you to die ; aftcrwards he will again raife you to life, 
at the refurrection: but man is furely ungrateful. 
Unto the profeflors of every religion have we ap- 
pointed certain rites, which they obferve. Let them 
not therefore difpute with thee concerning this mat- 
ter; but invite them unto thy Lorp: for thou fol- 
loweft the right dire€tion. But if they enter into de- 
bate with thee, anfwer, Gop well knoweth that 
which ye do: Gon will judge between you, on the 
day of refurre€tion, concerning that wherein ye now 
difagree. Doft thou not know that Gop knoweth 
whatever is in heaven and on earth ? Verily this is 
written in the book of his decrecs : this is eafy with 
Gov. ‘They worfhip, befides Gon, that concerning 
which he hath fent down no convincing proof, and 
concerning which they have no knowledge: but the 
unjuft doers fhall have none to affift them. And 
when our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, thou 
mayeft perceive, in the countenances of the unbe- 
lievers, a difdain thereof: it wanteth little but that 
they rufh with violence on thofe who rehearfe our 
figns unto them. Say, Shall I declare unto you a 
worfe thing than this? The fire of hell, which Gon 
hath threatened unto thofe who believe not, is worfe ; 
and an unhappy journey fhall it be thither. O men, 
a parable is propounded unto you; wherefore hearken 
unto it. Verily the idols which ye invoke, befides 
Gop, can never create a fingle fly, although they 
were all affembled for that purpofe ; and if the fly 
{natch any thing from them, they cannot recover the 
fame from it’. Weak is the petitioner, and the 


petitioned. 
That it fall not, &c.}—Whichit —* Ifthe fly {natch any thing from 
will do at the lafl-day. them, &c.]-The commentators fay, 


that 
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petitioned. They judge not of Gop according to 
his due eftimation: for Gon is powerful and mighty. 
Gop choolcth meffengers from among the angels‘, 
and from among men: for Gop is he who heareth 
and fecth. He knoweth that which is before them, 
and that which is behind them; and unto Gop fhall 
all things return. O true believers, bow down, and 
proftrate yourlclyes, and worfhip your Lorn; and 
work righteoufnefls, that ye may be happy: and 
fight in defence of Gon’s truc religion, as it behoveth 

ou to fight for the fame. He hath chofen you, and 
hath not impofed on you any difficulty in the reli- 
gion which he hath given vou, the religion of your 
father Asranam: he hath named you Moflems 
heretofore, and in this book; that our apoftle may 
be a witnefs againft you at the day of judgment, and 
‘that ye may be witneffes againit the reft of mankind. 
Wherefore be ye conftant at prayer ; and give alms: 
and adhere firmly unto Gop. He is your matter; 
and he is the beft mafter, and the beft protettor. 


that the Arabs ufcd to anoint the 
images of their gods with fome odo- 
riferous compofition, and with ho- 
ney, which the flies ate, though the 
doors of the temple were carefully 
fhut, getting in at the windows or 
crevices. 

Perhaps Mohammed took this ar- 
gument trom the Jews, who pre- 
tend that the temple of Jerufalem, 
and the facrifices there offered to 


(1) Pirke Aboth, c. g. fc&. 6, 7. 
ynt. 2.C, 6, 


Vout, IL. 


the true Gon, were never annoyed 
bv flies (1); whereas {warms of 
thofe infeéts infefted the heathen 
temples, being drawn thither by 
the fteam of facrifices (2), 

‘ Gop choofeth_meflengers from 
among the angels. |—Who are the 
bearers of the divine revelations to 
the prophets; but ought notto be 
the objeéts of worfhip. 


fo) V. Secon. de Diis Syris. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Intitled, The true Believers; revealed at 
MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 

abicaal O W are the true believers happy: who 
humble themfelves in their prayer, and who 
efchew all vain difcourfe, and who are doers of alms- 
deeds; and who keep themfelves from carnal know- 
ledge of any women except their wives, or the captives 
which their -right-hands poffefs; (for as to them they 
fhall be blamelefs: but whocver coveteth any woman 
beyond thefe, they are tranfgreflors:) and who ac- 
quit themfclves faithfully of their truft, and juftly per- 
form their covenant ; and who obferve their appointed 
times of prayer: thefe fhall be the heirs, who fhall 
inherit paradife ; they fhall continue therein for ever. 
We formerly created man of a finer fort of clay ; 
afterwards we placed him in the form of feed in a fure 
receptacle’: afterwards we made the feed coagula- 
ted blood ; and we formed the coagulated blood into 
a piece of flefh: then we formed the piece of flefh 
into bones; and we clothed thofe bones with flch : 
then we produced the fame by another creation’, 
Wherefore bleffed be Gon, the moft excellent Cre- 
ator*. After this yc fhall die: and afterwards fhall ye 
be reftored to life, on the day of refurrettion. And 
we have created over you feven heavens’: and we 
are not negligent of what we have created. And we 
fend down rain from heaven, by meafure; and we 
caufe it to remain on the earth ; we are alfo certainly 


are meant, becaufe, according to 
{ome expofitors, they are the paths 
of the angels and of the celeflial 
bodies: though the original word 
alfo fignifies things which are folded 


* A fure receptacle.J—viz. The 
womb. 

~ By another creation.|——i. e. 
Producing a perfect man, compofed 
of foul and body. 


* See chap. 6. p. 172. not. °. 
¥ Seven heavens. ]-—— Literally, 


feven paths; by which the heavens 





or placed like the ftories one above 
another, as the Mohammedans fupe 


pofe the heavens to be, . 
able 
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able to deprive youof the fame. And we caufe gar- 
dens of palm-trees, and vineyards, to {pring forth 
for you by means thereof; wherein ye have many 
fruits, and whereof ye eat. And we alfo raife for 
you a tree fpringing from mount Sinai’; which 
produceth oil, anda fauce for thofe who cat. Ye 
have likewife an inftru€tion in the cattle: we give 
you to drink of the milk whichis in their bellies, and 
ye receive many advantages from them; and of them 
do ye eat: and on them, and on fhips, are ye car- 
ried*. We fent Noau heretofore unto his people, 
and he faid, O my people, ferve Gop: ye have no 
Gop befides him; will ye not therefore fear the con- 
fequence of your worfhipping other gods? And the 
chiefs of his pcople, who believed not, faid, This is no 
other than a man, as ye are: he feeketh to raife 
himfelf to a fuperiority over you. If Gop had plealed 
to have fent a meffenger unto you, he would furely have 
fent angels: we have not heard this of our forefa- 
thers, Verily he is no other than a man difturbed 
with frenzy: wherefore wait concerning him for a 
time. Noan faid, O Lorn, do thou prote& me; 
for that they accufe me of falfehood. And we re- 
vealed our orders unto him, faying, Make the ark in 
our fight; and according to our revelation. And 
when our decree cometh to be executed, and the oven 
fhall boil and pour forth water, carry into it of every 
{pecies of animals one pair ; and alfo thy family, ex- 
cept fuch of them on whom a previous fentence of 
deftru€tion hath pafled>: and {peak not unto me in 
behalf of thofe who have been unjuft; for they {hall 
be drowned. And when thou and they who fhall be 
with thee, fhall go up into the ark, fay, Praife be 


* A tree {pringing from mount Si- 
nai.]—viz. The olive. The gardens 
near this mountain are yet famous 
for the excellent fruit-trees of almoft 
all forts which grow there (1). 

* On them, and on fhips are ye 
carried. J—The beaft more particu- 


larly meant in this place, is the ca- 
mel, which is chiefly ufed for car- 
riage in the eat; being called b 
the Arabs, the land-fhip, on whic 
Bey pafs thofe feas of fand, the de- 
crts. 

b See chap. 13. p. 20, &c. 


{1) V. Voyages de Tuzvenor, liv. a. ch. 9. 
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unto 
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unto Gop, who hath delivered us from the ungodly 
people! And fay, O Lorp, caufe me to come 
down from this ark with a bleffed defcent ; for thou 
art beft able to bring me down from the fame with 
fafety. Verily herein were figns of our omnipotence; 
and we proved mankind thereby. Afterwards we 
railed up another generation‘ after them; and we 
fent unto them an apoftle from among them *, who 
faid, Worfhip Gon: ye have no Gop befides him; 
will ye not therefore fear his vengeance? And the 
chiefs of his people, who believed not, and who de- 
nied the meeting of the Ife to come, and on whom 
we had beftowcd affluence in this prefent life, faid, 
This is no other than a man, as ye are; he cateth of 
that whereof ye cat, and he drinketh of that whereof 
ye drink : and if ye obey aman like unto yourfelves, 
ye will furcly be fufferers. Doth he threaten you that 
after ye fhall be dead, and fhall become duft and 
bones, ve fhall be brought forth alive from your 
graves? Away, away with that ye are threatened 
with! There is no other life befides our prefent life : 
we dic, and we live? and we fhall not be raifed 
again. ‘This is no other than a man, who devifcth 
a lic concerning Gop: but we will not belicve him. 
Their apoftle faid, O Lorn, defend mc; for that 
they have accufed me of impofture. GOD anfwer- 
ed, Aftcr a little while they fhall furely repent their 
obftinacy. Wherefore a fevere punifhment was juftly 
inflicted on them, and we rendered them like the re- 
fufe which is carried down by a fttgm. Away there- 
fore with the ungodly people! Afterwards we raifed 
up othcr generations® after them. No nation fhall 
be punifhed before their determined time ; neither 
{hall they be refpited after. | Afterwards we fent our 
apoftles, one after another. So often as their apoftle 
came unto any nation, they charged him with im- 
pofture: and we caufed them fucccffively to follow 
* Another generation.}—Namely Had, or Salch. 
the tribe of Ad, or of Thamad. © Other generations. |—As the So- 


¢ Anapofile.]—yiz. The prophet domites, Midianites, &c, 
one 
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one another to deftru@tion; and we made them only 
fubjeéts of traditional ftories. Away therefore with 
the unbelieving nations! Afterwards we fent Mosers, 
and Aaron his brother, with our figns and manifeft 
power, unto Puaraon and his princes: but they 
proudly refufed to belicve on him ; for they were a 
haughty people. And they faid, Shall we believe 
on two men like unto ourflelves; whofe people are 
our fervants? And they accufed them of impolture : 
wherefore they became of the number of thofe who 
were deftroyed. And we heretofore gave the book 
of the law unto Moses, that the children of Israeu 
might be direfted thereby. And we appointed the 
fon of Mary, and his mother, for a fign: and we 
prepared an abode for them in an elevated part of 
the earth‘, being a place of quiet and fecurity, and 
watered with running fprings. O apoltles, cat of thofe 
things which are good*; and work righteoufnefs for 
I well know that which ye do. ‘This your religion is 
one religion; and 1 am your Lorp: wherefore fear 
mc. But men have rent the affair of their religion 
into various fetls: every party rejoiccth in that 
which they follow. Wherefore leave them In their 
confufion, until a certain time’. Do they think that 
we haften unto them the wealth and children which 
we have abundantly beftowed on them, for their 


f An clevated part of the earth. j- 
The commentators tell ushe pltte 
here intended is Jcrufalggge*or Da- 
ma{cus, or Ramlah, or Sfeftine, or 
Egypt (1). hal 

But perhaps the pafflage means the 
hill to which the virgin Mary retired 
to be delivered, according to the Mo- 
hammedan tradition (2). 

® O apoftles, eat of thofe things 
which are good, &c.]—Thele words 
are addreffed to the apoftles in gene- 
ral, to whom it was permitted to eat 
of all clean andwholefome food ; and 
were fpoken to them feverally at the 


(1) Al Brrpawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


M 3 


‘3) Al Beipawiz. 


time af their refpective miffions. 
Some, however, think them diredted 
particularly ta the virgin Mary and 
Jelus, or fingly to the latter, (in 
which cafe the plural number muft 
be ufed out of refpedt only,) propos 
fing the praétice of the prophets for 
their imitation. Mohammed proba- 
bly defigned in this paffage to con- 
demn the abltinence obferved by the 
Chriftian monks (3). 

b See chap. 21. p. 163. 

* Unul acertain time. ]—i.e. Till 
they fhall be flain, or die a natural 
death, 


(2) See chap. 19. p. 130. 


good ? 
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good? But they do not underftand. Verily they who 
{tand in awe, for fear of their Lorn, and who believe 
in the figns of their Lory, and who attribute not com- 
panions unto their Lory; and who give that which 
they give in alms, their hearts being ftruck with dread, 
for that they muft return unto their Lorn: thefe haften 
unto good, and are foremoft to obtain the fame. We 
will not mpofe any difficulty on a foul, except accord- 
ing to his ability; with us is a book, which fpeakcth 
the truth; and they fhall not be injurcd. But their 
bearts are drowned in negligence, as to this mattcr; 
and they have works different from thofe we have 
mentioned; which they will continue to do, until, 
when we chaftife fuch of them as enjoy an affluence 
of fortune, by a fevere punifhment*, behold, they cry 
aloud for help: but it fhall be anfwered them, Cry 
not for help to-day: for ye fhall not be affifted by us. 
Mv figns were read unto you, but ye turned back 
on your heels: proudly elating yourfelves becaufe of 
vour poffcfling the holy temple; difcourfing together 
by night, and talking foolifhly. Do they not thercfore 
attentively confider that which is {poken unto them, 
whether a revelation 1s come unto them which came 
not unto their forefathers? Or do they not know 
their apoftle; and therefore reject hm? Or do they 
fay, He is a madman? Nay, he hath come unto 
them with the truth; but the greater part of them 
deteft the truth. If the truth had followed their de- 
fires, verily the heavens and the earth, and whoever 
therein is, had been corrupted’. But we have brought 


Crap. 29, 





¥ A fevere punifhment.]——By whereupon fo great a dearth enfucd, 


which is intended either the over- 
throw at Bedr, where feveral of the 
chicf Koreifhites loft their lives; or 
the famine with which the Meccans 
were afflicted, at the prayer of the 
prophet, conceived in thefe words, O 
Gon, fet thy foot ftrongly on Modar, 
(an anceftor of the Koreifh) and give 
them years like the years of Jofeph; 


(1) Idem. 


that they were obliged to feed on 
dogs, carrion, and burnt bones (1). 

1 Jf the truth had followed their 
defires, &c.]—That is, If there had 
been a plurality of gods, as the ido- 
laters contend (2): or, ifthe do&iine 
taught by Mohammed had been 
agreeable to their inclinations, &c. 


(2) See chap, 21. p. 154. 


them 
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them their admonition ; and they turn afide from their 
admonition. Doft thou afk of them any maintenance 
for thy preaching? fince the maintenance of thy Lorp 
is better ; for he is the moft bounteous provider. Thou 
certainly inviteft them to the nght way: and they who 
believe not in the life to come, do furely deviate from 
that way. If we had had compaffion on them, and had 
taken off from them the calamity which had befallen 
them™, they would furely have more obftinatély per- 
fitted in their error, wandering in confufion. We 
formerly chaftifed them with a punifhment*: yet they 
did not humble themfelves before their Lorp, neither 
did they make fupplications unto him; until, when 
we have opened upon them a door, from which a fe- 
vere punifhment° hath iffued, behold, they are driven 
to defpair thereat. It is GOD who hath created in 
you the fenfes of hearing and of fight, that ye may per- 
ceive our judgments, and hearts, that ye may fertoufly 
confider them: yet how few of you give thanks! It is 
he who hath produced you in the earth; and before 
him fhall ye be affembled. It is he who giveth life, 
and putteth to death; and to him is to be attributed 
the viciffitude of night and day: do ye not therefore 
underftand? But the unbelieving Meccans fay as 
their predeceffors faid: they fay, When we fhall be 
dead, and fhall have become duft and bones, fhall we 
really be railed to life? We have already been 
threatened with this, and our fathers alfo heretofore : 


™ The calamity which had befallen 
them. ]—viz. The famine. It is faid 
that the Meccans being reduced to 
eat ilhiz, which 1s a fort of miferable 
food made of blood and camels hair, 
ufed by the Arabs in time of {carcity, 
Abu _ Sofiin came to Mohammed, 
and faid, Tell me, I adjure thee by 
Gop and the relation that is between 
us, doft thou think thou art fent as 
a mercy unto all creatures; fince 


thou haft {lain the fathers with the 


(1) Al Barpawi. 
M4 


{word, and the children with hune 
ger (1)? 

= We formerly chaftifed them 
with a punifhment.]—Namely, the 
flaughter at Bedr. 

© A fevere punifhment. }—viz. Fa- 
mine; which is more terrible than 
the calamities of war (2). 

According to thefe explications, 
the paflage muft have been revealed 
at Medina; unlefs it be taken in a 
prophetical fenfe. 


( 2) Idem, 
this 
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this is nothing but fables of the ancients. Say, Whofe 
is the earth, and whoever therein 1s; if ye know? 


They will anfwer, Gon’s. Say, Will ye not therefore 
confider? Say, Who is the Lorp of the {even hea- 
vens, and the Lorp of the magnificent throne ? They 
will anfwer, They are Gon’s. Say, Will ye not there- 
fore fear him? Say, in whofe hand is the kingdom of 
all things ; who prote¢icth whom he pleafcth, but is him- 
{elf protected of none; if ye know? They will anfwer, 
In Gop’s. Say. Hox therefore are ye bewitched? 
Yca, we have brought them the truth ; and they are cer- 
tainly liars in denying the fame. Gop hath not begot- 
ten iffue; neither is there any other god with him: 
otherwile every god had us taken away that which 
he had created — and fome of them had exalted them- 
{elves above the others‘. Far be that from Gop, which 
they affirm of him?) He knowcth that which is con- 
cealcd, and that whichis made public: wherefore far 
be it from hin to have “eg {harers in his honour, 
which they attribute to him! Say, O Lorp, If thou 
wilt furely caufe ine to fec ihe vengeance with which 
they have been threatened; O on. {et ne not among 
the ungodly people: for we are furcly able to make 
thee to fee that with which we have threatened them. 
Turn afide evi) with that which 1s better’: we well 
know the calumuies which they utter againfl thec. 
And fav, O Lorp, I fly unto thee for refuge, againtt 
the fugaeftions of the devils; and I have recourfe 
unto thee, O Lor», to drive them away, that they be 
not prefent with me*. The gainfaying of the unbe- 
licvers ceafeth ge. until, when death overtaketh any 


r Every god had taken awav that them: which rule is tobe qualificd, 


which he had created. }—And fet up 
a diffiidt ercation su hingdom of 
his own. 

@ Sec chap, 17. p. 101. 

© Turn afide evil with that which 
is better, '—-That is, By forgiving 
iaturies, aid returmng of good for 


however, with this provifo; that the 
true religion receive no prejudice 
py fuch mildnefs and clemency /1). 

¢ That they be not prefent with 
me. j—To befiege me: or, asit may 
alfo be tranflatcd, That they hun 
me not. 


ft} Idem, 
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of them, he faith, O Lorn, fuffer me to return to 
life, that I may do that which is right; in profefling 
the truc faith which I have neglietted., By no 
means. Verily thefe are the words which he fhall 
fpcak : but belind them there fhall be a bar‘, until 
the day of refurreétion. When thcrcfore the trum- 
pel {hall be founded, there fhall be no relation be- 
tween them which fhall be regarded on that day; nel- 
ther fhall th-y afk affiltance of cach other. They 
whofe balan.cs fhall be heavy with good works, fhall 
be happy: but they whole balances fhall be light, 
ere thole who fhall lofe their fouls, and fhall remain 
in hell for cever™. The fire fhall {corch their faces, 
and they fhall writhe their mouths therein for anguifh : 
and it fhall be faid unto them, Were not my figns re- 
hearfed unto you; and did ye not charge them with 
fallchood 2? ‘They fhall anfwer, O Lorp, our unhap- 
pinefs prevailed over us, and we were people who 
went aftray. O Lorn, take us forth from this fire: 
if we return to our former wickednels, we fhall furely 
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' In profeffing the true faith which 
J have neglettcd. ]— Or, as the words 
may alfo import, In the world which 
TL have left; that is, during the fur- 
cher term of life which fhall be grant- 
edme, from which I have been cut 
nff(1). 

« Behind them there fhall be a 
bar. ]—The original word barzakh, 
here tranflated bar, primarily fignifies 
any partition, or interflice, which di- 
idee one thing from another ; but is 
ufed by the Arabs not alwaysin the 
fome, and fometimes in an obfcure 
fenfe, They feem geneially to ex- 
prefs by it what the Greekodid by the 
word Hades; one while ufing it for 
the place of the dead, anothe: while 
for the time of their continuance in 
that ftate, and another while for the 
fate itfelf. It isdefined by their cri- 
mcs to be the interval or fpace be- 
tween this world and the next, or 


(1) Idem. 
Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. p, 102, 
Arab. col, 254. 


between death and the refurre€tion ; 
every perfon who dics, being faid to 
enter iato al barzakh; or, as the 
Greek exprefles it, xxixomvxe bis ace 
(0), One lexicographer (3) tells us, 
that in the Koran it denotes, the 
grave: bur the commentators on this 
pllage expound ita bar, or invincible 
obflacle, cutting off all probability 
ot return into the world, after death. 
See chap. 25. where the word again 
occurs. 

Some interpreters underfland the 
words we ha endered, behind 
them, to mean Are them, (it being 
one of thole words, of which there 
are feveral in the Arabic tongue, that 
have dire€&t contrary fignifications) 
confidering al barzakh as a future 
{pace, and lying before, and not be- 
hind them. 

w See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV, 
p- 118. 






(2) V. Pocock, not. in Port. Mofis, p. 248, &c. and the 


(3) Esw Maayr, apud Gol. Lex, 


be 
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be unjuft, GOD will fay unto them, Be ye driven 
away with ignominy thereinto: and fpcak not unto me 
to deliver you. Verily there were a party of my fer- 
vants, who faid, O Lorp, we believe: wherefore for- 
give us, and be merciful unto us; for thou art the beft 
of thofe who fhew mercy. But ye received them with 
{coffs, fo that they fuffered you to forget my admo- 
nition*®, and ye laughed them to fcorn. J have this 
day rewarded them, for that they fuffered the injuries 
they offered them with patience: verily they cnjoy 
great felicity. GOD will fay, What number of years 
have ye continued onearth? They will anfwer, We 
have continued there a day, or part of a day*: but 
afk thofe who keep account?» GOD will fay, Ye 
have tarried but a little, if ye knew it. Did ye think 
that we had created you in fport, and that ye fhould 
not be brought again before us? Wherefore let Gun 
be exalted, the King, the Truth! There is no Gon 
befides him, the Lorp of the honourable throne. 
Whoever, together with the true Gop, fhall invoh. 
another god, concerning whom he had no demonttra 
tive proof, fhall furely be brought to an account foi 
the fame before his Lorp. Verily the irfideis fhall 
not profper. Say, O Lorn, pardon, and fhew mercy; 
for thou art the beft of thofe who fhew mercy. 


Cuap. $8. 


* They fuffercd you to forget my 
admonition. |—Being unable to pre- 
vail on you by their remonftrances, 
becaufe of the contempt wherein ye 
held rhem. 

y A day or part of a day. |—The 
time will feem thus fhort to them 
in comparifon to the eternal duration 
of their torments, or becaufe the trme 
of their Jiving in the world was the 
ume of the:r joy and pleafure; it 


being ufual for the Arabs to defcribe 
what they like as of fhort, and what 
they diflike, as of long contimuance. 

= Afk thofe who keep account. J— 
That is, the angels, who keep ace 
count of the length of men’s lives, 
and of their works, or any other who 
may have leifure to compute; and 
not us, whofe torments diftra& our 
thoughts and attention. 


CHA P. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 
Intitled, Light*; revealed at MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


HIS Sura have we fent down from heaven; 

and havc ratified the fame: and we have re 
vealed therein evident figns, that ye may be warned. 
The whore, and the whoremonger, fhall ye fcourge 
with an hundred ftripes*. And let not compaffion 
towards them prevent you from executing the judg- 
ment of Gov‘; if ye believe in Gon and the lalt- 
day: and let fome of the true believers be witneffes 
of their punifhment’, The whoremonger fhalt not 
nuarry any other than a harlot, or an idolatrefs. And 
a harlot thai! no man take in marriage, exeept a 
whoremonger, or an idolater, And this kind of mar- 
tase iy forbidden the true believers*. But as to 


© Ti. ttle is token from an alle- 
vor cl camparion made between 
light and Gon, or faith ia him, about 
the middle of the chapter, 

> The whore and the whoremonger 
fhall ye fcourge with an hundred 
ftripes, &c.J—This law is not to be 
underftood to relate to married peo- 
ple, who are of free condition; be- 
caufe adultery in fuch, according to 
the Sonna, is to be punifhed by 
{toning (1). 

¢ Let not compaffion prevent you, 
&c.]——1. e. Be not moved by pity, 
either to forgive the offenders, or to 
mitigate their punifhment. Moham- 
med was for fo ftri@ and impartial an 
execution of the laws, that he is re- 
ported to have faid, Hf Fitema, the 
daughter of Mohammed, fteal, let 
her hand be ftruck off (2). 

* Let fome of the true believers be 
witnefles of their pumifhment. ]-That 
is, Let the punifhment be infli@ed 


(1) See chap. 4. p.95, 96, and 98. 


thofe 


in public, and not in private; becaufe 
the ignominy of it 1s more intolera- 
ble than the {mart, and more likely 
to work a reformation on the offen- 
der. Some fay there ought to be three 
perfons prefentat the leaft; but others 
think two, or even one, to be fuffi- 

cient (3). 
© And this kind of marriage is for- 
bidden the true believers. }—The pre« 
ceding paflage was revealed on ac- 
count of the meaner and more indi- 
gent Mohdjerins, or refugees, who 
fought to marry the whores of the 
infidels, taken captives in war, for 
the fake of the gain which they 
made by proftituting themfelves. 
Some think the prohibition was fpe- 
cial, and regarded only the Moha - 
jerins before-mentioned; and others 
are of opinion it was general; but 
it is agreed to have been abrogated 
by the words which follow in this 
shaper, Marry the fingle women 
among 


(MALBrivawt. (3) Idem. 
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thofe who accufe women of reputation of whorcdom ‘, 
and produce not four witnefles of the fat, {courge 
them with fourfcore flripes, and receive not their 
tcltimony for ever; for fuch are infamous prevari- 
calors: excepting thofe who fhall afterwards repent, 
and amend; for unto fuch will Gop be gracious and 


merciful. 


They who fhall accufe their wives of 


adultery, and fhall have no witneffes thercof befides 
themfelves; the teftimony which fhall be required of 
one of them fhall be, that he fwear four times by 


Gop that he fpeaketh the 


truth: and the fifth time 


that he imprecate the curfe of Gop on hin, if he be 


a liar. 


And it fhall avert the punifhment from the 


wife, if fhe fwear four umes by Gop that he is a 
har; and if the fifth timc fhe imprecate the wrath of 


Gon onher, if he fpeaketh the truth”. 


If it were 


not for the indulgence of Gop towards you, and his 
mercy, and that Gop is cafy to be reconciled, and 
wife ; he would immediately difcover your crimes. As 


to the party among you 


who have publifhed the 


falfehood concerning AyersHa’, think it not to be an 


among you; harlots being comprifed 
under the appellation of fingle wo- 
men (1). 

It 1s fuppofed by fome that not 
marriage, but unlawful commerce 
with fuch women is here forbidden. 

fF \Womer of reputation. J—The 
Arabic word, mohfinat, properly fz- 
mfies women of unblamable con- 
dnét; but to bring the chafifement 
after-mentioned on the calummiator, 
wis alfo‘requifite that they be free 
women, of mpe age, having their 
anderftandings perfect, ard of the 
Mohammedan religion, Though the 
word be of the feminine gender, yet 
men are alfo fuppofed to be com- 
prifed in this law. 

Abu Hanifa was of opinion, that 
the flanderer ought to be fcourged in 
public, as well as the formcator; 
Bae the geneality ue againft him 


eo), 
| eed 


i1, Idem, JacLaLo’ppin. 


evil 


8 See chap. 4. p. 95. 

h In cafe both {wear, the man’s 
oath difcharges him from the impu- 
tation and ponalty of flander, and the 
wornan’s oath frees her from the im- 

utation and penalty of adultery: 
ge though the woman do {wear to 
her innocence, yet the marriage is 
a@ually vord, or ought to be declared 
void by the yudge; becaufe it is not 
fit they f{hould continue together 
afte: they have come to thefe extre- 
mities (3). 

+ As to the party among you who 
have publifhed the talfehood concern. 
ing Ayefha, &c. |——For the under- 
{landing of this paffage, it is neceffary 
to relate the following flory. 

Mohainined having undertaken an 
expedition againft ghe tube of Mo- 
flalek, inthe fixth vear of the Hejra, 
took his wife Aycfha with him, to. 
accompany hun. In their return, 

wher 


(2; Idem. = (3) Idem. 
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evil unto you: on the contrary, it is better for you‘. 
Every man of them fhall be punifhed according to the 
injuftice of which he hath becn guilty’; and he 
among them who hath undertaken to aggravate the 
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fame", fhall fuffer a grievous punifhment. 


when they were not far from Me- 
Aina, the army removing by night, 
Ayefha, on the road, alighted from 
her camel, and flepped afide on a 
private occafion: but on her re- 
iurn, perceiving fhe had dropped 
er necklace, which was of onvxcs 
of Dhafar, fhe went back to look 
ior it; and in the mean tine her 
attendants, taking it for granted that 
the was got into her pavilion (or 
tittle tent furrounded with curtains, 
wherein women are carried in the 
eafl) fet it again on the camel, and 
ted it away. When fhe came back 
‘9 the road, and faw her camci was 
gone, fhe fat down there, expecting 
ehat when fhe was miffed fome would 
pe fent back to fetch her; andina 
little time fhe fell afleep. Karly in 
the morning Safwan Ebn al Moattcl, 
who had ftaid behind to ieft himfelf, 
coming by, and perceiving fome bo- 
dy afleep, went to fee who it was, 
and knew her to be Ayefha; upon 
which he waked het, by twice pro- 
nouncing with a low voice thele 
words, Weare Gon’s, and unto him 
muftwe return. Then Ayefha im- 
mediately covered herfelf with her 
veil; and Safwan fet heron his own 
camel, and Jed her after the army, 
which they overtook by noon, as 
they were refling. 

This accident had like to have 
ruined Ayefha, whole reputation was 

ublicly called in queftion, as if fhe 
had been guilty of adultery with Saf 
wan: and Motaamed himfelf knew 
not what to think, when he reflected 
on the circumnflances of the affair, 
which were improved by fome malt- 
cious people very much to Ayeflia’s 
difhonour ; and notwithflanding his 


Did not 


wife’s protefations of her innocence, 
he could not get rid of his perplext- 
ty, nor flop the mouths of the ccnfo- 
rious, tll about a month after, when 
this paflage was revealed, declaring 
the accufation to be unjuft (1). 

® Think it not to be an evil unto 
you; onthe contrary, it 1s better for 
you. ]—The words are directed to the 
prophet, and to Abu Beer, Ayefha, 
and Safwan, the perfons concerned 
in this falfe report; fince, befides 
the amends they might expect in the 
next world, Gop had done them the 
honour to clear their reputations by 
revealing cizhteen verfes exprefsly 
for that purpole (2). 

' Every man of them fhall be pu- 
nifhed, according to the injuftice of 
which he hath been guilty. ]—-The 
petions concerned in fpreading the 
fcandal, were Abdallah Ebn Ohba, 
(who firft raed it, and inflamed 
the matter to the utmoft, out of ha- 
tred ro Mohammed) Zeid Ebn Refit, 
Hatlsan Ebn Vhabet, Meflah Ebn 
Orthatha, a great grandfo1 of Abd'al- 
motalleb’s aud Haina Bint tanath : 
and every one of them received fours 
fcore ftripes, purfuant to the law 
ordained in this chapter, except only 
Abdallah, who was exempted, be- 
ing a mun of great confideration 


3): 

Tt is faid that, as a fa:ther pu- 
nifhment, Hafsan and Meflah became 
blind, and that the former of them 
ato loft the ufe of both his hands 

™ He who hath undeitaken to ags 
gravate the fame.J—viz. Abd’allah 
Ebn Obba, who had not the race 
to become a truce believer, but died 
an infidel (5). 


(1) Al Boxnari in Sonna, Al Betpawt, Jatrato’opin, &. V 


Apu’tr. vit. Moh. p. 82, &c. & Gacnter, Vie de Mahomet, lib. i 


C.7. (2) Al Bripawi. 
’4) Al Barpawr, 


(3, Apecheepa, vit. Moh. p. 83. 


(3; See chap. 9. p. 255. not. % p, 256. not,-'. 


the 
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the faithful men, and the faithful womcn, when ye 
heard this, judge in their own minds for the belt; 
and fay, This is a manifeft fallehood? Have they 
produced four witneffes thereof? wherefore fince they 
have not produced the witnefles, they are furely liars 
in the fight of Gop. Had it not been for the indul- 
gence of Gop towards you, and his mercy, in this 
world and in that which is to come, verily a grievous 
punifhment had been infli&ted on you, for the calumny 
which ye have {pread: when ye publifhed that with 
your tongues, and {poke that with your mouths, of 
which ye had no knowledge; and efteemed it to be 
light, whereas it was a matter of importance in the 
fight of Gop. When ye heard it, did ye fay, It be- 
longeth not unto us, that we fhould talk of this mat- 
ter: Gop forbid! this is a grievous calumny ? Gop 
warneth you, that ye return not to the like crime for 
ever; if ye be true believers. And Gop declareth 
unto you his figns; for Gop is knowing and wife. 
Verily they who love that fcandal be publifhed of 
thofe who believe, fhall receive a fevere punifhment 
both in this world, and in the next. Gov knowethy, 
but ye know not. Had it not been for the indulgence 
of Gon towards you, and his mercy, and that Gop 
is gracious and merciful, yc had felt his vengeance. 
O true believers, follow not the fteps of the devil; 
for whofoever fhall follow the ftcps of the devil, he 
will command him filthy crimes, and that which is 
unlawful. If it were now for the indulgence of Gop, 
and his mercy towards you, ghci: had not been fo 
much as one of you cleanfed from his guilt for ever : 
but Gop cleanfeth whom he pleafcth ; for Gov both 
heareth and knowcth. Let mot thofe among you 
who poffefs abundance of wealth, and have ability, 
fwear that they will not give unto their kindred, 
and the poor, and thofe who have fled their coun- 
try for the fake of Gon’s true religton: but let 
them forgive, and a& with benevolence towards 
them. Do ye not defirc that Gop fhould — 
you 
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you"? And Gop is gracious and merciful. More- 
over they who falfely accufe modeft women, who be- 
have in a ncgligent manner *%, and are true believers, 
fhall be curfed in this world, and in the world to 
come ; and they fhall faffer a fevere punifhment P, 
One day their own tongues fhall bear witnefs againft 
them, and their hands, and their feet, concerning 
that which they have done. Qn that day fhall Gop 
yender unto them their juft due; and. they fhall know 
that Gop is the evident truth. The wicked women 
{hould be joined to the wicked men, and the wicked 
snen to the wicked women; but the good women 
fhould be married to the good men, and the good 
men to the good women. Thefe fhall be cleared 
from the calumnies which flandcrers {peak of them": 
they fhall obtain pardon, and an honourable provi- 
fion. O tme believers, enter not any houfes, be- 
fides your own houfes, until ye have afkcd leave, 
and have faluted the family thereof": this is better 

for 


= Let not thofe among you who 
‘ave ability, {wear that they will not 
give unto their kindred, &c.}—This 
yea was revealed on account of 


there are none {fo fevere as thofe oc- 
cafioned by the falle accufation of 
Ayefha; wherefore he thought even 
repentance would fland her flan- 


Abn Becr; who {wore that he would 
sot for the future bellow any thing 
on Meftah, though he was his mo- 
ther’s fifter’s fon, and a poor Moha- 
teror refugee, becaufe he bad join- 
odin {candalizing his daughter Ay- 
efa. But on Mohammed’s reading 
this verfe to him, he continued 
Meftah’s pene (1), 

° Who behave in a negligent men- 
ner. J—i. e. Who may be lels care- 
fulin their conduft, and mare free 
‘n their behaviour, as being confci- 
ous of no ill, ") 

#? Though the words be general, 
yet they principally regard thofe 
who fhauld calumniate tbe propher’s 
fbn 2 According to a faying of 

n Abbas, if the threats contained 
wa the whole Koran be examined, 


(1) A} Berpawz:, Jaxrnabo’potn. 


shap. 12. p. 38, 99. 
(6) See chap. 19. ps age, 


derers in no flead (2). 

9 Thefe fhall be cleared, &c. J-Al 
Beidawi obferves, on this pai{lage, 
that Gon cleared four perlons, by 
four extraordinary teflimonies : tor 
he cleared Jofeph by the teflimony 
of a child in bie miftrefs’s family 
(9+: Moles, by means of the ftone 
which fled away with his garments 
(4); Mary, by the teflimony of hes 
infant (5); and Ayefha, by thefg 
verfles of the Koran. 

* Enter not any houfesbefdes your 
own, till ye have afked leave, &c. | — 
Toener fuddenly or abruptly into 
any man’s houle or apartment, 1s 
reckoned a greag incivility in the 
eaft; becaufe a perfon may pofhibly 
be furprifed in an indecent aéton 
os poflure, or may have fomething 

difcovercd 


(2) Al Berpawt. (3) See 


(4) See chap, 2. p. 11, not. *. and chap. gg 
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for you; peradventure ye will be admonifhed. Anc 
if ye fhall find no perfon in the houfes, yet do not 
enter them, until leave be granted you: and if it be 
faid unto you, Return back; do ‘you return back. 
This will be more decent for you'; and Gop know 
eth that which ye do. It fhall be no crime in you, 
that ye enter uninhabited houfes‘, wherein ye ma" 
mect with a convenicnce. Gop knowceth that which 
ye difcover, and that which ye conceal. Speak unto 
the true believers, that they reftrain their eyes, anu 
keep themfclves from immodcft ations: this will be 
more pure for them; for Gon is well acquainte:| 
with that which they do. And fpeak unto the be- 
lieving women, that they reftrain their eyes, and pre- 
ferve their modefty, and difcover not their orna- 
ments", except what neceffarily appeareth thereof? ; 
and let them throw their veils over their bofoms °*, 
and not fhew their ornaments, unlefs to their huf 
bands’, or their fathers, or their hufbands fathers. 
or their fons, or their hufbands fons, or their bro. 
thers, or their brothers fons, or their fifters fons-. 
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difcavered which he would conceal. 
It as faid, that a mancame to Mo- 
hammed, and want:d to know whe- 
ther be muft afk leave to goin to 
his ifler; which being anfwered in 
the affirmative, he told the prophet 
that his filer had rohody elfe to 
attend upon her, and it would be 
troublefomc io afk have every time 
he went into her: What, replied 
Mohammed, wouldefl thou tec her 
naked (1)? 

* This will be more decent. }- —— 
Than to be importunate for adimifh- 
on, or to wait at the door. 

¢ Uninhabited houfes. |} ————1. e. 
Which are not the private habitation 
of a family; fuch as public inns, 
fhops, fheds, &c. 

« And difcover not their orna- 
ments. |—--As their clothes, jewels, 
and the furniture of theirtoilet ; much 
Jefs fuch parts of their bodies as 
ought not to be feen. 


(3) 


w Except what neceffarily appeai- 
eth. ]—Some think their outward ga - 
ments are here meant; and othe 
their hands and faces: it is general], 
held, however, that a free womau 
ought not to difcover even tho% 
parts, unlefs to the perfons after ce» - 
cepted, or on fome unavoidable ot 
cafion, as their giving evidence i 
public, t-king advice or medicine: 
mcale of fickncfs, &e. 

* Lt them throw their veils ove: 
their bofoms. ]—Taking care to cove: 
their heads, necks, and breafls. 

» Unlefs to their hufbands. ]—Fe, 
whofe fake it 1s that they adorn then 
felves, and who alone Have the priv 
lege to fee their whole body. 

2 Or their fathers, &c. |——Thel: 
near relations are alfo exceptec 
becaufe they cannot avoid feein 
them frequently, and there is n- 
great danger to be apprehende : 
from them. ‘Thcy are allowec 

therefore 
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or their women*, or the captives which their right- 
hands fhall poffefs*, or unto fuch men as attend 
them, and have no need of women‘, or unto chil- 
dren, who diftinguifh not the nakednefs of women. 
And let them not make a noife with their feet, that 
their ornaments which they hide may thereby be dif- 
covered’, And be ye all turned unto Gop, O true 
believers, that ye may be happy. Marry thofe who 
are fingle‘ among you, and fuch as are honeft of 
your men-fervants, and your maid-fervants: if they 
be poor, Gop will enrich them of his abundance ; 


therefore, to fee what cannot well 
concealed in fo familiar an inter- 
courfe (1), but no other part of their 
body, particularly whatever is be- 
tween the navel and the knees (2). 

Uncles not being here particularly 
mentioned, it is a doubt whether they 
may be admitted to fee their mieces. 
Some think they are included under 
the appellation of brothers: but 
others are of opinion that they are 
not comprifed in this exception ; and 

ive this reafon for it, viz. left they 
fhould defcribe the perfons of their 
nieces to their fons (3). 

* Or their women. |-That is, fuch 
as are of the Mohammedan religion ; 
it being reckoned by fome unlawful, 
or, atleaft, mdecent, for a woman, 
who is a true believer, to uncover 
herfelf before one who is an infidel, 
becaufe fhe will hardly refrain de- 
{cribing her to the men: but others 
fuppofe all women in general are 
here excepted ; for, in this particu- 
lar, doftors differ (4). 

’ Or the captives, &c.J—Slaves 
of either fex are included in this 
exception, and, as fome think, do- 
meftic fervants who are flaves ; as 
thofe of a different nation. It is 
related, that Mohammed once made 
a prefent of a man-flave to his 
daughter Fatema; and when he 


(1) Idem. (2) Jan taco’ppin. 
JALLALO’ppIN. (5) Idem. 
(>) Tidem. (8) Ifaiah iii, 16, 18. 


Vou, I. 


(6) Idem, Jatiaro’ppin, 


N 


brought him to her, fhe had on a 
arment which was fo fcanty thae 
the was obliged to leave either her 
head or her feet uncovered: and 
that the prophet, feeing her in great 
confufion on that account, told her 
fhe need be under no concern, for 
that there was none prefent befides 
her father and her flave (5). 

© And have no need of women. }- 
Or have no defire to enjoy them ; 
fuch as decrepit old men, and de- 
formed or filly perfons, who follow 
people as hangers-on, for their {pare 
victuals, being too defpicable to 
raife either a woman’s paffion, or 
a man’s jealoufy. Whether eu- 
nuchs are comprehended under this 
general defignation, is a queftion 
among the learned (6). 

4 Let them not make a noife with 
their feet, &c. |-By fhaking the rings, 
which the women in the eaft wear 
about their ancles, and are ufually 
of gold or filver (7). The pride 
which the Jewifh ladies of old took 
in making a tinkling with thefe or- 
naments of their feet, is (among other 
things of that nature) feverely re- 
proved by the prophet Ifaiah (8). 

© Thofe who are fingle. ]——i. e. 
Thofe who are unmarried of either 
fex ; whetherthey have been mar- 
ried before or not. 


(9) AlBerpawr. (4) Idem, 


AHY A, 


for 
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for Gop is bounteous and wife. And Ict thofe who 
find nota match, keep themfelves from fornication, 
until! Gop fhall enrich them of his abundance. And 
unto fuch of your flaves’ as defire a written inftru- 
ment allowing them to redeem themfelves on paying a 
certain fum¥*, write one, if ye know good in them’, 
and give them of the riches of Gop, which he hath 
given you'.. And compel not your maid-fervants to 
proftitute themfelves, if they be willing to live chaft- 
ly ; that ye may feek the cafual advantage of this 
prcfent life‘: but whoever fhall compel them there- 
io, verly Gop wil be gracious and merciful unto 
fuch women aficr their compulfion, And now have 
we revcaled unto you evident figns, and a hiftory like 
unto fome of the hiflories of thafe who have gone be. 
fore you', and an admonition unto the pious. Gop 
is the light of heaven and carih: the fimilitude of 
his light is as a niche in a wall, wherein a lamp is 
placed, and the lamp enclofed in a cafe of glafs; the 
glafs appears as it were a fhining ftar. It is lighted 
with the oil of a bleffed tree, an olive neither of the 
eaft, nor of the welt™: it wanteth little but that the 


f Your flaves. | —Of cither fex. 

é A written inftrument, &c.!]-— 
Whereby the mafter obliges himfelf 
to fet his flave at liberty, on receiv- 
ing acertain fum of moncy, which 
the flave undertakes to pay. 

b If ye know good in them. |—— 
Thais, If ve have found them faith- 
ful, and have rcafun to believe they 
will perform their engagement. 

; Ci them of the tichcs which 
Gop hath given you. ]~Either by be- 
ftowing fjomething on them of your 
own fubltance, or by abating them a 
part of their ranfom. Some fuppofe 
thefe words are direGted, not to the 
mafters only, but tc all Moflems in 
general ; recommending it to them 
t) affitt thofe who have obtained 
thei freedom, and paid their ranfom, 
either out of their own ftock, or by 
admitting them to have flare in the 
public alms (:). 


(aj Al Berpawi. 
fa} Idem. 


(2) Idem, Jatearo’ppine 


k Compel not vour maid-fervants 
to proftitute themfelvcs, &c.J——It 
feems Abda’llah Ebn Obba had fix 
women flaves, on whom he laid ¢ 
certain tax, which heobligedthem to 
earn by the proftitution of their bo- 
dies: and one of them made her coms 
plaint to Mohammed, which occafi- 
oned the revelationof this paffage (2). 

1 A hiftory hke unto fome of the 
hiftories of thofe who have gune be- 
fore you. | 1.e. The flory of the 
falfe accu!ation of Ayefha, hich re- 
{embles thofe of Jofeph and the vir. 
gin Mary (3). 

™ Neither of the eaft, nor of the 
weft. ]——-But of a more excellen: 
kind. Some think the meaning to 
be that the tree grows neither 1 
the eaftern nor the weftern parts 
but in the midft of the world, name- 
ly in Syria, where the beft olive: 
grow (4). 





(3) Idem. 
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oil thercof would give light, although no fire touched 
it. This is light added unto hght": Gop will direét 
unto his light whom he pleafeth. Gop propoundeth 
parables unto men; for Gop knoweth all things. 
In the houfes which Gop hath permitted to be railed», 
and that his name be commemorated therein: men 
celebrate his praife in the fame morning and evcn- 
ing, whom neither merchandiling, nor felling di- 
verteth from the remembering of Gop, and the ob- 
fervance of prayer, and the giving of alins; fearing 
the day whereon men’s hearts and eyes fhall be trou- 
bled; that Gop may rccompenfe them according to 
the utmoft merit of what they fhall have wrought; 
and may add unto them of his abundance a more ex- 
cellent reward; for Gov bcftowcth on whom he 
pleafeth without mcafure. But as to the unbelievers, 
their works are like the vapour in a plain®, which 
the thirfty traveller thinketh to be water, until when 
he cometh thereto, he findeth it to be nothing; but 
he findeth Gop with him’, and he will fully pay 


» This is light added unto light. ]- 
Ora light whofe brightnefs is daubly 
increafed by the circumftances above- 
mentioned. 

The commentators explain this 
allegory, and every particular of it, 
with great fubtilty; interpreting the 
light here deferibed, to be the light 
revealed in the Koran, or Goo’s en- 
lightening grace in the heart of man; 
and in divers other manners. 

° In the houfes, &c.|—The con- 
nedtion of thefe words is not very 
obvious. Some fuppofe they ought 
to be joined with the preceding 
words, Like a niche, or, It is lighted, 
in the houfes, &c. and that the com- 

arifon is more ftrong and juft, by 

eing made to the lamps in Mofques, 
which are larger than thofe in pri- 
vate houfes. Some think they are 
rather to be connegted with the fol- 
lowing words, Men praife, &c. And 
others are of opinion they are an im- 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


perfce&t beginning of a fentence, and 
that the words, Praife ye Goo, or 
the like, are to be underflood. 
However the houfes here intended 
are thofe fet apart for divine wer- 
fhip; or particularly the three prin- 
cipal temples of Mecca, Mcdina, and 
Jerufalem (1). 

P The vapour tn a plain. ]—The 
Arabic word Serab figmifies that fal fe 
appearance which, in the eafein 
countries, is often feen in fandy 
plains about noon, refembling a large 
ake of water in mation, and is occa- 
fioncd by the reverberation of the 
fun-beams. It fometimes tempts 
thirfty travellers out of their way, but 
deceives them when they come near, 
either going forward, (for it always 
appears at the fame diflance,) or quite 
vanifhing (2). 

1 He findeth Gop with him.J— 
That is) He will not efcape the no- 
tice or vengeance of Gon. 


¢) V.Q. Curr. de rebus Alex. lib. 7. & Gor. 
7 


an Alfrag. p. 111. & in Adag. Arab. ad calcem Gram. Ep. p. 93. 


N 2 


him 
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him his account; and Gop is {wift in taking an ac- 
count: or, as the darknefs in a deep fea, covered 
by waves riding on waves, above which are: clouds, 
being additions of darknefs one over the other; when 
one {tretcheth forth his hand, he is far from {ecing it. 
And unto whomfoever Gop fhall not grant his light, 
he fhall enjoy no light at all. Doft thou not per- 
ceive that all creatures both in heaven and carth 
praife Gon; and the birds alfo, extending their 
wings? Every one knoweth his praycr, and _ his 
praife: and Gop knoweth that which they do. 
Unto Gop belongeth the kingdom of heaven and 
earth; and unto Gop fhall be the return at the laft- 
day. Doft thou not fee that Gop gently drivcth for- 
ward the clouds, and gathereth them togethcr, and 
then layeth them on heaps? Thou alfo feeft the rain, 
which falleth from the midft thereof; and GOD 
fendeth down from heaven as it were mountains, 
wherein there is hail; he ftriketh therewith whom he 
pleafeth, and turneth the fame away from whom he 
pleafeth: the brightnefs of his lightning wantcth 
but little of taking away the fight. Gop fhifteth 
the night, and the day, verily herein is an inftruc- 
tion unto thofe. who have fight. And Gop hath 
created every animal of water’; one of them gocth 
on his belly, and another of them walkcth upon two 
feet, and another of them walketh upon four feet: 
Gop createth that which he pleafeth: for Gop 1s 
almighty. Now have we fent down evident figns: 
and Gop direéteth whom he pleafeth into the right 
way. The hypocrites fay, We believe in Gop, and 
on his apoftle; and we obey them: yet a part of 
them turneth back, after this; but thefe are not 
really believers. And when they are fummoned be- 


* Of water.J——This affertion, water is mentioned only as the chici 
which has already occurred in ano- caufe of the growth of animals, and 
ther place (1), being not true in ftri@t- a confiderable and neceffary conflitu- 
nefs, the commentators fuppofe that ent part of their bodies. 
by water is meant feed; or elfe that 


(1) Chap. 21. p. 15). 
fore 


Cuap. 24. At KORAN. 197 


fore Gop and his apoftle, that he may judge between 
them ; behold, a part of them retire: but if the right 
had been on their fide, they would have come and 
fubmitted themfelves unto him. Is there an infirmity 
in their hearts? Do they doubt? Or do they fear left 
Gop and his apoftle a€t unjuftly towards them? But 
themfclves are the unjuft doers‘. The faying of the 
true believers, when they are fummoned before Gop 
and his apoftle, that he may judge between them, is no 
other than that they fay, We have heard, and do obey: 
and thefe are they who fhall profper. Whoever fhall 
obey Gop and his apoftle, and fhall fear Gop, and 
fhall be devout towards him; thefe fhall enjoy great 
felicity. They {wear by Gon, with a moft folemn 
oath, that if thou commandeft them, they will go forth 
from their houfes and poffeffions, Say, Swear not to 
a falfehood: obedience is more requifite: and Gop is 
well acquainted with that which ye do. Say, Obey 
Gop, and obey the apoftle : but if ye turn back, verily 
it is expe€ted of him that he perform his duty, and of 
you that ye perform your duty; and if ye obey him, 
ye fhall be dire€ted: but the duty of our apoftle is 
only public preaching. Gop promifeth unto fuch of 
you as believe, and do good works, that he will 
caufe them to fucceed the unbelievers in the earth, as 
he caufed thofe who were before you to fucceed the 
infidels of their time‘, and that he will eftablifh for 
them their religion which pleafeth them, and will 
change their fear into fecurity. They thal] worfhip 
me; and fhall not affociate any other with me. But 
whoever fhall difbelieve after this; they will be the 


_ * The hypocrites fay, We believe fufed to fubmit a difpute he had with 
in Gop and his apoftle, &c.J—This Ali to the prophet’s decifion (¢). 
palage was occafioned by Bafhirthe =‘ As he caufed thofe who were 

ypocrite, who havinga controverfy before you, to fucceed the infidels of 
with a Jew, appealed toCaab Ebnal their time. J—i. e. As he canfed the 
Athraf, whereas the Jew appealed ta Ifraelites to difpaffefs the Canaan- 
Mohammed (1) ; or, as others tell us, ites, &c. 


by Mogheira Ebn Wayel, who re- 


(1) See chap. 4. p, 106. not. *. (2) Al Bsrpawr. 
N 3 wicked 
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wicked doers. Obferve prayer, and give alms, and 
obey the apoltle; that ye may obtain mercy. Think 
not that the unbelievers fhall fruftrate the defigns of 
GOD on earth: and their abode hereafter fhall be , 
hcll-fre ; a miferable journey fhall it be thither! O | 
truce believers, let your flaves and thofe among you 
who fhall not have attaincd the age of puberty, afk 
leave of you, before they come into your prefence, three 
times in the day’, namely, before the morning prayer”, 
and when ye lay afide your garments at noon*, and 
after the evening prayer’. Thefe are the threc times 
for you to be private: it fhall be no crime in you, or 
in them, if they go into you without afking permiffion 
after thefe times, while ye are in frequent attendancc, 
the one of you on the other. Thus Gon declarcth 
his figns unto you; for Gop is knowing and wife. 
And when your children attain the age of puberty, 
let them afk leave to come into your prefence at all 
times, in the fame manner as thofe who have attained 
that age before them, alk leave. Thus Goon de- 
clareth his figns unto you; and Gov 1s knowing and 
wife. As to fuch women as are paft child-bearing, 
who hope not to marry again, becaufe of their ad- 
vanced age; it {hall be no crime in them, if they lay 
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“ Let vour flaves and thofe who 
fhall not have attained the age of pu- 
berty, afk leave before they come into 
your prelence, &c.j—Becaufe there 
aic certain times when it is not con- 
venient, even for a domeflic, ora 
child, to conie 1n to one without no- 
tice. It is fara this paffase was re- 
vealed on account of Afma Bint 
Morthed, whofe fervant entered fud- 
denly upon her at av improper ume; 
but others fay, it was occafioned by 
Modraj Ebn Amru, tnen a boy, who 
being fent by Mohammed to call 
Omir to him, went directly into the 
room where he was, without giving 
nouce, aud found him taking his 
noon’s nap, and in no very decent 
pofture; at which Omar was fo ruf- 

% 


fled, that he wifhed Goo would for- 
bid even their fathers, and children, 
to come in to them abruptly, at fuch 
times (1). 

“ Before the morning prayer. J— 
Which is the time of people's rifling 
from their beds, and drefling them- 
felves for the day. 

* When ye lay afide your garments 
at noon. |—That 1s, when ye take 
off your upper garments to fleep at 
noon; which 1s a common cuflom in 
the eaft, and all warm countries. 

y And after evening prayer. ] 
When ye undrefs yourlelves to pre- 
pare for bed. Al Beidawi adds a 
fourth feafon, when permiffion to 
enter mult be afked, viz. at night: 
but this follows of courfe. 





(:) Idem. 


afide 
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afide their outer garments, not fhewing their orna- 
ments*; but if they abftain from this, it will be better 
for them. Gop both heareth and knoweth. It fhall 
be no crime in the blind, nor fhall it be any crime in 
the lame, neither fhall it be any crime in the fick, or 
in yourfelves, that ye eat in your houfes*, or in the 
houfes of your fathers, or the houfes of your mothers, 
or in the houfes of your brothers, or in the houfes of 
your fifters, or the houfes of your uncles on the fa- 
ther’s fide, or the houfes of your aunts on the father’s 
fide, or the houfes of your uncles on the mother’s 
fide, or the houfes of your aunts on the mother’s fide, 
or in thofe houfes the keys whereof ye have in your 
poffeffion, or in the houfe of your friend. It fhall 
not be any crime in you whether ye eat together, or 
feparately’. And when ye center any houles, falute 
one another‘ on the part of Gop, with a bleffed and 
a welcome falutation, Thus Gop declareth his figns 
unto you, that ye may underftand. Verily they only 
are true believers, who believe in Gop and his apofitle, 


Cur. 24. 


2 Sce before, p. 193. 

@ That ye eat - oo houfes.-i. e. 
Where your wives or families are ; 
or in the houfes of your fons, which 
may be looked on as your own. 

This paffage was defigned to re- 
move fome erable or fuperftitions 
of the Arabs in Mohammed’s time; 
fome of whom thought their eating 
with maimed or fick people defiled 
them; others imagined they ought 
not toeat in the houfe of another, 
though ever fo nearly related to them, 
or though they were intrufted with 
the key and care of the houfe in the 
matter’s abfence, and might therefore 
eonclude it would be no offence; 
and others declined eating with their 
friends though invited, left they 
fhould be burdenfome (1). The 
whole paffage feems to be no more 
than a declaration that the things 
icrupled, were perfe€tly innocent ; 
however the commentators fay it is 


(1) Idem, Jari aco’ppdiNne 


N 4 


now abrogated, and that it related 
only to the old Arabs, in the infancy 
of Mohammedifm. 

b It fhall be no crime, whether ye 
eat together or feparate. ]|—As ie 
tribe of Leith thought it unlawful for 
a man to eat alone; and fome of the 
Ansars, if they had a gueft with 
them, never ate but in his company 3 
fo there were others who refuled to 
eat with any, out of a fuperftitious 
caution left they fhould be defiled, or 
out of a hoggifh greedinefs (2). 

¢ Salute one another. ]—Literally, 
yourfelves; that 1s, according to al 
Bcidawi, the people of the houfe, to 
whom ye are united by the ties 
blood, and by the common bond of 
religion, And if there be nobody 
in the houfe, fays Jallalo’ddin, falute 
yourfelves, and fay, Peace on us, and 
on the righteous fervants of Goo: 
for the angels will retura your {alue 
tation. 


(2) Bdem. 


and 
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and when they are affembled with him on any affair’, 
depart not, until they have obtained leave of him. 
Verily they who afk leave of thee, are thofe who be- 
lieve in Gon and his apoftle. When therefore they 
afk leave of thee to depart, on account of any bufinels 
of their own, grant leave unto fuch of them as thou 
fhalt think fit, and afk pardon for them of Gon ¢, for 
Gop is gracious and merciful. Let not the calling of 
the apoftle be efteemed among you, as your calling the 
one to the other‘. Gop knoweth fuch of you as pri- 
vately withdraw themfelves from the affembly, taking 
fhelter behind one another. But let thofe who with- 
ftand his command, take heed; left fome calamity | 
befal them in this world, or a grievous punifhment be 
infli€ted on them in the life tocome. Doth not what- 
ever is in heaven and on earth belong unto Gop? He 
well knowcth what ye are about: and ona certain 
day they fhall be affembled before him ; and he fhall 
declare unto them that which they have done; for Gop 
knoweth all things. 


4 On any affair.]J—As at public 


prayers, or a folemn feafl, or at 
council, or on a military expedition. 

e Afk pardon for them of Gon. ] 
—Becaufe fuch departure, though 
with leave, and on a reafonable ex- 
cufe, isa kind of failure in the exaé 
performance of their duty; feeing 
they prefer their temporal affairs to 
the’ advancement of the true religion 


1). 

Let not the calling of the apoftle 
of Gop be eftcemed among you as 
your calling the one to the other, |— 
Thefe words are varioufly interpret- 
ed: for their anne may be, el- 
ther, Make not light of the apoflle’s 


(1) AlBsrpawi. 


fummons, as ye would of another per- 
fon’s of equal condition with your- 
felves, by not obeying it, or by de- 
parting out of, or coming into his 
prefence without leave firft obtained ; 
or, Think not that when the apoftle 
calls upon Gop in prayer, it is with 
him, as with you, when ye prefer a 
petition to a fupenor, who fometimes 
grants, but as often denies your {uit ; 
or, Call not to the apofile, as ye do 
to one another, that 1s, by name, or 
familiarly and with a loud voice; but 
make ufe of fome honourable com- 
pellation, as, O apofile of Gop, or, 
O prophet of Gop, and fpeak in an 
humble modeft manner (2). 


(2) Idem, JaLLaLo’onin. 


CHA P. 
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C H A P. XXV. 


Intitled, AL Forxan; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


LESSED be he who hath revealed the For- 

KAN*® unto his fervant, that he may be a 
preacher unto all creatures: unto whom belongeth the 
‘kingdom of heaven and of earth: who hath begot- 
ten no iffue; and hath no partner in his kingdom: 
who hath created all things; and difpofed the fame 
according to his determinate will. Yet they have 
iaken other gods befides him; which have created 
nothing, but are themfelves created": and are able 
neither to avert evil from, nor to procure good unto 
themfelves; and have not the power of death, or of 
life, or of raifing the dead. And the unbelievers 
fay, This Koran is no other than a forgery which 
he hath contrived: and other people have affifted 
him therein': but they utter an unjuft thing, and a 
falfehood. They alfo fay, Thefe are fablcs of the 
ancients, which he hath caufed to be written down; 
and they are diétated unto him morning and even- 
ing. Say, He hath revealed it, who knoweth the 
fecrets in heaven and earth: verily he is gracious and 
merciful. And they fay, What kind of apoftle is 
this? He eateth food, and walketh in the ftreets*, 


© The Forkan. }—Which is one of 
the names of the Koran. See the 
Prelim. Difc. fe&. ILI. p. 75. 

» But are themfelves created. ]— 
Being either the heavenly bodies, or 
idols, the works of men’s hands. 

i See chap. 16. p. 89. Itis fup- 
pofed the Yous are particularly in- 
tended in this placc; becaufe they 
ufed to repeat paffages of ancient 
hiftory to Mohammed, on which 
he ufed to difcourfe and make obfer- 
vations (1). 


k Heeateth food, and walketh in 
the ftreets. ]——Being fubje@ to the 
fame wants and infirmities of nature, 
and obliged to fubmit to the fame low 
means of fupporting himfelf and his 
family, with ourfelves. The Mec- 
cans were acquainted with Moham- 
med, and with his circumftances 
and way of life, too well to change 
their old familiarity into the reve- 
rence due to the meffenger of Gop ; 
for a prophet hath no honour in his 
own country. 


(1) Al Bsrpawi. 


as 
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as we do: unlefs an angel be fent down unto him, 
and become a fellow-preacher with him; or unlefs a 
trcafure be caft down unto him; or he have a gar- 
den, of the fruit whereof he may eat ; we will not 
believe. The ungodly alfo fay, Ye follow no other 
than a man who 1s diftratted. Bchold, what they 
liken thee unto. But they are deceived; neither can 
they find a jult occafion to reproach thee. Bleffed be 
he, who, if he pleafeth, will make for thee a better 
provifion than this which they {peak of; namely, gar- 
dens through which rivers flow: and he will provide 
thee palaces. But they rejeé& the belicf of the hour 
of judgment, as a fallehood : and we have prepared 
for him, who fhall reject the belief of that hour, 
burning fire; when it fhall fee them from a diftant 
place, they fhall hear it furioufly raging, and roar- 
ing. And when they fhall be caft bound together 
into a ftrait place thercof, they fhall there call for 
death : but it fhall be anfwered them, Call not this day 
for one death, but call for many deaths. Say, Is 
this better, or a garden of eternal duration, which is 
promifed unto the pious? It fhall be given unto 
them for a reward, and a retreat: therein fhall they 
have whatever they pleafe; continuing in the fame 
for ever. This -is a promife to be demanded at the 
hands of thy Lorp. On a certain dav he fhall af- 
femble them, and whatever they worfhip, befides 
Gop ; and fhall fay unto the worfhipped, Did ye fe- 
duce thefe my fervants ; or did they wander of them- 
felves from the nght way? They fhall anfwer, Gop 
forbid! It was not fittng for us, that we fhould 
take any protectors befides thee: but thou didft per- 
mit thein and their fathers to enjoy abundance ; fo 
that they forgat thy admonition, and became loft 
people. And GOD fhall fay unto their worfhippers, 
Now have thefe .convinced you of falfehood, in that 
which yc fay; they can neither avert your punifhment, 
nor give you any affiftance. And whoever of you 
Shall be guilty of injuftice, him will we caufe to tafle 
a gricvous lornunt. We bave sent no meflengers 

: before 
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before thee, but they ate food, and walked through 
the {treets: and we make fome of you an occafion of 
rial unto others’, Will ye perfevere with patience? 
fince your Lorn regardeth your perleverance. * They XIX, 
who hope not to mect us at the rcfurre€lion fay, Un- 
lefs the angels be {ent down unto us, or we fee our 
Lorp himfelf, we will not believe. Verily they be- 
have themfclves arrogantly; and have tranigreffcd 
with an cnonmous tranfereflion. The day whereon 
they {hall {ce the angels”, there thall be no glad 
tidings on that day for the wicked; and they fhall 
fay, Be this removed far from us! and we will come 
unto the work which they fhall have wrought, and 
we will make it as duft {cattered abroad. On that 
day fhall they who are deftined to paradife be more 
nappy in an abode, and have a preferable place of 
repofe at noon". On that day the heaven fhall be 
sloven in funder by the clouds, and the angels fhall 
ye fent down, defcending vifibly therein’. On_ that 
day the kingdom fhall of right belong wholly unto 
che Merciful; and that day fhall be grievous for the 
unbelievers. On that day, the unjuft perfon? fhall 
: bite 
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1 We have made fome of you an 
uccafion of trial unto others. |—Giv- 
ing occafion of envy, repining, and 
malice; to the poor, mean, and fick, 
for example, when they compare their 
awn condition with that of the rich, 
the noble, and who are in health: 
and trying the people to whom 
vrophets are fent, by thofe prophets 


(1). 

: The day whereon they thall fee 
the angels. ]—viz. At their death, or 
ut the refurre@ion. 

. A preferable place of repofe at 
noon. |—For the bufinefs of the day 
of jadgment will be over by that 
time; and the bleffed will pafs their 
noon in paradife, and the damned 10 
hell (2). 

° The heavens fhall be cloven in 
funder, &c.J—i, e. They {hall part 


(1) Idem, Jar cano’ppINe 


and make way for the clouds which 
{hall defcend with the angels, bear- 
ing the books wherein every man’s 
actions are recorded. 

® The unjuft perfon.]—It is fup- 
pofed by fome that thefe words par- 
ticularly relate to Okba Ebn Abi 
Moait, who ufed to be much in 
Mohammed’s company, and having 
once invited him to an entertain- 
ment, the prophet refufed to tafte 
of his meat, unlefs he would pro- 
fefs Iflam; which accordingly he 
did. Soon after, Okba, meeting 
Obba Ebn Khalf, his intimate friend, 
and being reproached by him for 
changing his religion, affured him 
that he had not, but had only prog 
nounced the profcflion of faith to 
engage Mohammed to eat with him, 
becaufe he could not for fhame let’ 


him 


(2) Idem. 
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bite his hands for anguifh and defpair, and fhall fay, 
O that I had taken the way of truth with the apoftle! 
Alas for me! O that I had not taken fuch a one? 
for my friend! He feduced me from the admonition 
of GOD, after it had comc unto me: for the devil is 
the betrayer of man. And thc apoftle fhall fay, O Lorn, 
verily my people efteemed this Koran to bea vain 
compofition. In like manner did we ordain unto evcry 
prophet an enemy from among the wicked: but thy 
Lorp isa fufficient direGtor, and defender. The unbe- 
lievers fay, Unlefs the Koran be fent down unto him 
entire at once’, we will not believe. But in this man- 
ner have we revealed it, that we might confirm thy heart 
thereby *, and we have diétated it gradually, by dif- 
tin€t parcels. They fhall not come unto thee with 
any ftrange queftion; but we will bring thee the 
truth in anfwer, and a moft excellent interpretation. 


Cuap. 25, 


him go out of his houfe without eat- 
ing. However, Obba protefted that 
he would not be fatisfied, unlefs he 
went to Mohammed, and fet his foot 
on his neck, and {pit in his face: 
which Okba, rather than break with 
his friend, performed in the public 
hall, where he found Mohammed 
fitting ; whereupon the prophet told 


him, that if ever he met him out of 


Mecca, he would cut off his head. 
And he was as good as his word; for 
Okba, being afterwards taken pri- 
foner at the battle of Bedr, had his 
head firuck off by Ali, at Moham- 
med’s command. As for Obba, he 
received a wound from the prophet’s 
own hand, at the battle of Ohod, of 
which he died at his return to Mecca 


« Such a one. |— According to the 
poo note, this was Obba Ebn 
alf, 


® Unlefs the Koran be revealed at 


once. |——As were the Pentateuch, 
Plalms, and Gofpel, according to the 


1) Al Berpawt. 


* (1) 
(2) See the Prelim. Difc, {eét. III. p. 84, &c. 


Mohammedan notion; whereas it 
was twenty-three ycars before the 
Koran was completely revealed (2). 

* That we might confirm thy 
heart.]—Both to infufe courage and 
conftancy into thy mind, and to 
ftrengthen thy memory and under- 
ftanding. For, fay the commenta- 
tors, the prophet’s receiving the di- 
vine direétion, from time to time, 
how to behave, and to {peak, on any 
emergency, and the frequent vifits of 
the angel Gabricl, greatly encouraged 
and fupported him under all his ae 
ficulties: and the revealing of the 
Koran by degrecs was a Breat, and, 
to him, a neceffary help tor his re- 
taining and underflanding it; which 
it would have been impoffible for 
him to have done, with any exaét- 
nefs, had it been revealed at once; 
Mohammed's cafe being entirely dif- 
ferent from that of Mofes, David, 
and Jefus, who could all read and 
write, whereas he was perfelly illi- 
terate (3). 


V. Gacntzr, Vie de Mahom. vol. 1. p. 362. 


(3) Al Berpaws, &c. 


They 
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They who fhall be dragged on their faces into hell, 
fhall be in the worft condition, and fhall ftray moft 
widely from the way of falvation. We heretofore de- 
livered unto Moses the book of the law; and we 
appointed him Aaron his brother for a counfellor. 
And we faid unto them, Go ye to the people who 
charge our figns with falfchood. And we deftroyed 
them with a fignal deftru€tion. And remember the 
people of Noau, when they accufed our apoftles of 
impofture: we drowned them, and made them a 
fign unto mankind, And we have prepared for the 
unjult a painful torment. Remember alfo Ap, and 
THAMUDs and thofe who dwelt at at Rass‘; and 
many other generations, within this period. Unto 
each of them did we propound examples for their ad- 
monition; and each of them did we deftroy with an 
utter deftru€tion. The Koreisy have pafled fre- 
quently near the city which was rained on by a fatal 
yain*: have they not feen where it once ftood? Yet 
have they not dreaded the refurreétion, When they 
fee thee, they will receive thee only with {coffing, 


¢ Thofe who dwelt at al ipo rs 


- in Hadramaut, by which dwelt fome 
The commentators are at a lols 


idolatrous ‘Vhamudites, whole pro- 


where to place al Rafs. = According 
to onc opinion it was the name of a 
well (as the word fignifies) near 
Midian, about which fome idolaters 
having fixed their habitations, the 
prophet Shoaib was fent to preach to 
them; but they not believing on 
him, the well fell in, and they and 
their houfes were all fwallowed up. 
Another fuppotes it to have been a 
town in Yamiama, where a remnant 
of the Thamudites fettled, to whom 
a prophet was alfo fent; but they 
flaying him, were utterly deftroyed. 
Another thinks it was a well near 
Antioch, where Habib al Najjar 
(whofe tomb is {till to be feen there, 
being frequently vifited by the Mo- 
hammedans) was martyred/1). And 
a fourth takes al Rafs to be a well 


(1) Asn’: r. Geog. V. Vit. Saladini, p. 86. 


peace do ner.!, 


phet was Handha, or Khantala (for 
I find the name written both ways) 
Ebn Safwan (2). Thefe people 
were firft annoyed by certain mon- 
ftrous birds, called Anka, which 
lodged in the mountain above them, 
and ufed to {natch away their chil- 
dren, when they wanted other prey : 
but this calamity was fo far from 
humbling them, that on their pro- 
phet’s calling down a judgment up- 
onthem, they killed him, and were 
all deftroyed (3). 

* The city which was rained on by 
a fatal rain. |—viz. Sodom ;_ for the 
Koreifh often paffed by the place 
where 1t once ftood, in ‘he journeys 
lg took to Syria for the fake of 
trade. 


(2) See chap. ee. 


(9. Al Barpawr, Jas: aro’aain. 


laying, 
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faying, Is this be, whom Gop hath fent as his 


apoftle? Verily he had almoft drawn us afide from 
the worfhip of our gods; if we had not firmly perfe- 
vered in our devotion towards them. But they fhall 
know hereafter, when they fhall fee the punifhment 
prepared for them, who hath f{trayed more widely from 
the right path. What thinkcft thou ? He who taketh 
his luft for his god; canft thou be his guardian’? 
Doft thou imagine that the greater part of them 
hear, or underitand? They are no other than like 
the brute cattle; yea, they ftray more widely from 
the true path. Doft thou not confider the works of 
thy Lorn, how he flretcheth forth the fhadow before 
fun-rife ? If he had pleafed, he would have made it 
immoveable for ever. Then we caufe the fun to 
nife, and to fhew the fame; and afterwards we con- 
traGt it by an cafy and gradual contraélion. It is he 
who hath ordatned the night to cover you as a gar- 
ment; and flcep to give you reft; and hath ordained 
the day for waking. Itis he who fendcth the winds, 
driving abroad the pregnant clouds, as the forerun- 
ners of his mercy *: and we fend down pure water ’ 
from heaven, that we may thereby revive a dead 
country, and give to drink thereof unto what we 
have created, buih of cattic and mcn, in great num- 
bers?; and we diflribute the fame among them at 
various timcs, that they may conlider; but the 
greater part of men rcfule to confider, only out of in- 


gratitude’. If we had 


* Canft thou be his guardian ?]— 
i. ec. Doit thou expeét to reclaim 
fuch a one from idolatry and infide- 
lity ? 

* See chap. 7. p.195. There is 
the fame various reading here, as is 
mentioned in the notes to that paflage. 

y Pure water. J—Properly, puri- 
fying water; which epthet may 

erhaps :efer to the cleanfing qua- 

hee of tha: clement, of fo great ule 
both on religious and on common 
eccafions. 


(1) See the Prelim. 


pleafed, we had fent a 


= Tocatile and to men in great 
numbers, |—That is, To fuch as live 
in the dry deferts, and are obliged 
to drink rain-water ; which the in- 
habitants of towns, and places 
well-watercd, have no occafion to 
do. 
@ Out of ingratitude.]—Or, out 
of infidelity : for the old Arabs ufed 
to think them{elves indebted for 
their rains, not to Gon, but to the 
influence of Tome particular flars 


(1). 
Difc. fed. 1. p. 41. 
preacher 


y 
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preacher unto every city’: wherefore do not thou 
obey the unbelievers; but oppofe them herewith, 
with a ftrong oppofition. It is hc who hath let loofe 
the two feas; this frefh and fweet, and that falt and 
bitter: and hath placed betwcen them a bar‘, anda 
bound which cannot be paffed. It is he who hath 
created man of water’; and hath made him to bear 
the double relation of confanguinity and affinity ; for 
thy Lorp is powerful. They worfhip, befides Gop, 
that which can neither profit them nor hurt them: 
and the unbeliever is an affiftant of the devil againft 
his Lorp*. We have fent thee to be no other than 
a bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer of threats, 
Say, I afk not of you any reward for this my preach- 
ing ; befides the converfion of him who fhall defire to 
take the way unto his Lorp‘. And do thou truft 
tn him who liveth, and dieth not; and celebrate his 
praife: (he is fufficiently acquainted with the faults 
of his fervants:) who hath created the heavens and 
‘the earth, and whatever is between them, in fix 
days; and then afcended his throne; the Merciful. 
Aik now the knowing concerning him. When it is 
faid unto the unbelicvers, Adore the Merciful ; they 
reply, And who is the Merciful? Shall we adore 
that which thou commandeft us? And this precept 
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» We had fent a preacher unto 
every city. ] And had not given 
thee, O Mohammed, the honour and 
trouble of being a preacher to the 
whole world in general. 

¢ A bar.]—~To keep them afun- 
der, and prevent their mixing with 
each other. The original word 1s 
barzakh; which has been already 
explained (1). 

* OF water. ]-With which Adam’s 
pails clay was mixed; or, of 
eed. See chap. 24. p. 196. not. *. 

© An affftant sf the devil againtt 
his Lorn. J—Joining with him in 
his rebellion and infidelitv. Some 


think Abu Jahl is particularly ftruck 





(1) See chap. 93. p. 10g. net.*, 


at in this paflage, The words may 
alfo be tranflated, The unbeliever is 
contemptible in the fightofhis Lorn. 

 Befides the converfion of him 
who fball take the way unto his 
Lorn. ]—Secking to draw near unto 
him, by embracing therclicion taught 
by me his apoftle ; which 1s the bett 
return [ expceét from you for my 
labours {2). The paffage, hows 
ever, is capable of another mean- 
ing, viz. That Mohammed defires 
none to give, but him who fhall 
contnbute freely and voluntanly 
towards the advancement of Gon’s 
tue religion. 


© See chap. 17. p. 112. 


(2) Al Berpaw:. 
caufeth 
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caufeth them to fly the fafter from the faith. Bleffed 
be he who hath placed the twelve figns in the hea- 
vens ; and hath placed therein a lamp* by day, and 
the moon which fhineth by night! Itis he who hath 
ordained the night and the day to fucceed each other, 
for the obfervation of him who will confider, or de. 
fireth to fhew his gratitude. The fervants of the 
Merciful, are thofe who walk meekly on the earth, 
and, when the ignorant fpcak unto them, anfwer, 
Peace’: and who pafs the night adoring their Lorp, 
and ftanding up to pray unto him; and who fay, O 
Lorp, avert from us the torment of hell, for the 
torment thereof is perpetual ; verily the fame is a 
miferable abode, and a wretched ftation: and who. 
when they beftow, are neither profufe, nor niggard. 
ly; but obferve a juft medium between thefe*; and . 
who invoke not anothcr god together with the truc 
Gop ; neither flay the foul, which Gop hath for. 
bidden to be flain, unlefs for a juft caufe: and who 
arc not guilty of fornication. But he who fhall do 
this, fhall meet the reward of his wickednefs: his 
punifhment fhall be doubled unto him on the day of 
rcfurreGtion; and he fhall remain therein, covered 
with ignominy, for ever: except him who fhall re 
pent, and believe, and fhall work a nghteous work , 
unto them will Gop change their former evils into 
good! ; for Gop is ready to forgive, and merciful. 
And whoever repenteth, and doth that which is 
right; verily he turneth unto Gop with an acceptable 
converfion. And they who do not bear falic witnefs , 
and when they pafs by vain difcourfe, pafs by the 
{fame with decency : and who, when they are admo- 
nifhed by the figns of their Lorp, fall not down as 


» A lamp. J—i. e. The fun. 1 Goo will change their forme: 

i Peace ]—This is intended here evils into good. ]—Blotting out ther: 
not asa {alutation, but as a waving former rebellion, on their repent- 
all farther difcourfe and communica- ance, and confirming and increafing 
tion with the idolaters. their faith and obedience (1). 


k See chap. 17. p. 100. 


(1) Idem, 
if 
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if they were deaf and blind, but ftand up and are at- 
tentive thereto: and who fay, O Lorn, grant us of 
our wives and our offspring {uch as may be the {fatis- 
faction of our eyes ; and make us patterns unto thofe 
who fear thee. Thefe fhall be rewarded with the 
higheft apartments in paradife, becaufe they have 
perfevered with conftancy ; and they fhall meet there- 
in with greeting and falutation ; they fhall remain in 
the fame for ever: it fhall be an excellent abode, and 
a delightful ftation. Say, My Lorp is not folicitous 
on your account, if ye do not invoke him: ye have 
already charged his apoftle with impofture ; but here- 
after fhall there be a lafting punifhment infliéted 
On you. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Intitled, The Poets”; revealed at Mecca”. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S.M.° Thefe are the figns of the perfpicu- 

e ous book. Peradventure thou afflitteft thy- 
{elf unto death, left the Meccans become not true 
believers. If we pleafed, we could fend down unto 
them a convincing fign from heaven, unto which their 
necks would humbly fubmit. But there cometh un- 
to them no admonition from the Merciful, being 
newly revealed as occafions require, but they turn afide 
from the fame ; and they have charged it with falfe- 
hood: but a meffage fhall come unto them, which 
they fhall not laugh to fcorn, Do a not behold 
the earth, how many vegetables we caufe to {pring up 
therein, of every noble {pecies? Verily herein is a 


= The chapter bears this infcrip- at thefe words, And thofe who err 
tion, becaufe at the conclufion of it; follow the poets, &c. fome take to 

the Arabian poets are feverely cen- have been revealed at Medina. 
© See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. II. 


ured. ; 
® The five laft verfes, beginning p. 78, &c. 


Vou, Il. QO fign : 
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fign: but the greater part of them do not believe. 
Verily thy Lorp is the mighty, the merciful Gop. 
Remember when thy Loro called Mosss, faying, Go 
to the unjuft people, the people of PHaraoun; will 
they not dread me? Moses anfwered, O Lorn, 
verily I fear left they accufe me of falfehood, and 
left my breaft become {traitened, and my tongue be 
not ready in fpeaking’ : fend therefore unto AARON, 
to be my affiftant. Alfo they have a crime to objeé& 
againft me?; and I fear they will put me to death. 
GOD faid, They fhall by no means put thee to death: 
wherefore go ye with our figus; for we will be with 
you, and will hear what paffes between you and them. 
Go yc therefore unto PHaraon, and fay, Verily we 
are the apoflle' of the Lor» of all creatures: fend 
away with us the children of IsrazL. And whenthey 
had deliveredtheir meflage, Pu araou anfwerced, Have 
we not brought thee up among us, when a child; and 
haft thou not dwelt among us for feveral ycars of thy 
lifes? Yet haft thou done thy deed which thou 
haft done: and thou art an ungrateful perfon. 
Mosss replied, I did it indecd, and I was one of 
thofe who erred'; wherefore I fled from you, be- 
caufe I feared you: but my Lorp hath beftowed on 
me wifdom, and hath appointed me one of his apoftles. 
And this is the favour which thou haft beftowed on 
me, that thou haft enflaved the children of Israet. 
Puaraonu faid, And who is the Lorp of all crea- 
tures? Moses anfwered, The Lorp of heaven and 
earth, and whatever is between them: if ye are men 
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¥ See chap. 20. p. 140. 

1 A crime.j——viz. The having 
killed an Fyyption (1). 

© The apoe.|—The word is in 
the fingular nutaber in the original; 
for which the commentators give 
fuveral rcalons. 

' For feveral years. ]——It is faid 
that Mofes dwelt among the Epypti- 
ans thirty ycars, and then went to 


(1) See chap. z8, 


Midian, where he ftaid ten years; 
after which he returned to Egypt, 
and fpent thirty years in endeavour- 
ing to convert them; and that he 
lived after the drowning of Pharaoh 
fifty years (2). 

tI was one of thofe who erred. ]— 
Having killed the Egyptian unde- 
fignedly. 


o) Al Bsrzawr. 
of 
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of fagacity. PHAraon faid unto thofe who were 
about him, Do ye not hear? Moses faid, Your 
Lorp, andthe Lorn of your forefathers. PHaraou 
faid unto thofe who were prefent, Your apoftle, who is 
fent unto you, is certainly diftratted". Moses faid, 
The Lorp of the eaft, and of the weft, and of what- 
ever is between them; if ye are men of underftand- 
ing, PHARAOH faid unto him, Verily if thou take 
any god befides me”, I will make thee one of thofe 
who are imprifoned*. Moses anfwered, What, al- 
though I come unto you with a convincing miracle ? 
Puaraou_ replied, Produce it therefore, if thou 
fpeakeft truth, And he caft down his rod, and be- 
hold, it became a vifible ferpent: and he drew forth 
his hand out of his bofom; and bchold, it appeared 
white unto the fpeétators. PHaraou faid unto the 
princes who were about him, Verily this man isa 
{kilful magician: he feeketh to difpoffefs you of 
your land by his forcery; what therefore do ye di- 
ret P They anfwered, Delay him, and his brothcr, 
by good words for a time; and fend through the cities 
men to affemble and bring unto thee every {fkilful 
magician. So the magicians were affembled at an 
appointed time, on a folemn day, And it was faid 
unto the people, Are ye aflcembled together? Per- 
haps we may follow the magicians, if they do gct 


« Your apofile is diftra€ted.]-Pha- 
raoh, it feems, thought Moles had 
given but wild anfwers to his quef- 
tion; for he wanted to know the 
perfon and true nature of the Gop 
whofe meffenger Mofes pretended to 
be ; whereas he fpoke of his works 
only. And becaufe this anfwer gave 
fo little fatistaétion to the king, he is 
therefore fuppofed by fome to have 
been a Dahrite, or one who believed 
the etermity of the world (1). 

“ Ifthou take any god befides me. ] 
From this and a parallel expreflion 
in the 28th chapter, it is inferred 


that Pharaoh claimed the worfhip of 
his fubjeéts, as due to his fupreme 
power. 

* I will make thce one of thofe 
who are imprifoned. ]—Thefe words, 
faysal Beidiwi, were a morc terri- 
ble menace than if he had faid I will 
imprifon thee ; and gave Moles to 
underfland, that he muft cxpeét to 
keep company with thofe wretches 
whom the tyiant had thrown, as 
was his cuftom, into a deep dun- 
Bron, where they remained till they 
died. 


(1) Idem. 


Lo O 2 


the 


Ar KORAN. 


the viétory. And when the magicians were come, 
they faid unto Puaraog, Shall we certainly receive 
a reward, if we do get the viftory? He anfwered, 
Yea; and ye fhall furely be of thofe who approach 
my perfon. Moszs faid unto them, Caft down what 
ye are about to caft down. Wherefore they caft 
down their ropes and their rods, and faid, By the 
might of Puaraon, verily we fhall be the conque- 
rors. And Moses ca{t down his rod, and behold, 
it {wallowed up that which they had caufed falfely to 
appear changed into ferpents. Whereupon the magi- 
cians proftrated’ themfelves, worfhipping, and faid, 
We believe in the Lorp of all creatures, the Lorp 
of Moses and of Aaron. Praraon faid unto 
them, Have ye believed on him, before I have given 
you permiffion? Verily he is your chief, who hath 
taught you magic’: but hercafter ye fhall furely 
know my power. I will cut off your hands and your 
fect, on the oppofite fides, and I will crucify you all. 
They anfwered, It will be no harm unto us: for we 
fhall return unto our Lory. We hope that our 
Lorp will forgive us our fins, fince we are the firft 
who have believed» And we fpake by revelation 
unto Moses, faying, March forth with my fervants 
by night; for ye will be purfued. And PHaraou 
fent officers through the cities to affemble forces, fay- 
ing, Verily thefe are a fmall company ; and they are 
enraged againft us: but we are a multitude well pro- 
vided. So we caufcd them to quit their gardens, and 
fountains, and treafures, and fair dwellings: thus 
did we do; and we made the children of Israex to 
inherit the fame*, And they purfued them at fun. 
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returned to Egypt, and poffefled 


ho hath taught you magic. J~ 
¥ Who hath taught you magic. ] themfelves of the riches of that 


But has referved the moft efficacious 
fecrets ome: ‘ 

= See Chap. 7. p.- 204, A&C. 

. We ee he chilarca of Ifrael 
to inherit the fame. |—Hence fome 
fuppofe the Ifraelites, after the de- 
fruéticn of Pharaoh and his hoft, 

(1) Idem. 

See chap. 7. Pp. 209+ 


(2) JaLLaLo’ppIn, Yauya. 


country (2). But others are of 
opimon, that the meaning is no 
more than that Gop gave an the 
like poffefions and dwellings in 
another country (3). 


(3) Al Zamakn, 


rife. 


Cuap, 26. Ar KORAN. 


rife. And when the two armies were come in fight of 
each other, the companions of Moses faid, We fhall 
furely be overtaken. Moses anfwered, By no means; 
for my Lorp is with me, who will furely direé&t me. 
And we commanded Moses, by revelation, faying, 
Smite the fea with thy rod. And when he had {mitten 
it, it became divided into twelve parts, between which 
were as many paths, and every part was like a vaft 
mountain. And we drew thither the others; and we 
delivered Moses and all thofe who were with him: 
then we drowned the others. Verily herein wasa fign; 
but the greater part of them did not believe. Verily 
thy Lorp is the mighty, and the merciful. And rehearfe 
unto them the ftory of ABranam: when he faid unto 
his father, and his people, What do ye worlhip? They 
anf{wered, We worfhip idols ; and we conftantly ferve 
them all the day long. Asrauam faid, Do they hear 
you, when ye invoke them? Or do they either profit 
you, or hurt you? They anfwered, But we found our 
fathers do the fame. He faid, What think ye? The 
gods which ye worfhip, and your forefathers worfhip- 
ped, are my enemy: except only the Lorp of all crea- 
tures, who hath created me, and direéteth me; and who 
giveth me to eat, and to drink, and when I am fick, 
healeth me; and who will caufe me to die, and will 
afterwards reftore me to life; and who, I hope, will 
forgive my fins on the day of judgment. O Lorp, 
grant me wifdom; and join me with the righteous: 
and grant that I may be fpoken of with honour® among 
the lateft pofterity; and make me an heir of the garden 
of delight: and forgive my father, for that he hath 
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been one of thofe who 


*» Grant that I may be fpoken of 
with honour, J—Literally, Grant me 
a tongue of truth, that is, a high en- 
comium. The fame expreffion is 
ufed in chap. 19. p. 199. not. ®. 

_* And foigive my father, &c.—By 
difpofing him to repentance, and the 
receiving of the true faith. Some 


(t) See chap. 9, p. 262. 
O 


go aftray.. And cover 


fuppofe Abraham pronounced this 
prayer after his father’s death, thinke 
ing that poffibly he might have been 
inwardly a true believer, but had 
concealed his converfion for fear of 
Nimrod, and before he was forbiddea 
to pray for him (1), 


and chap, 34. p. 67, 68, 
Ne 
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me not with fhame on the day of refurreGtion; on the 
day in which neither riches nor children fhall avail, 
unlefs unto him who fhall come unto Gop with a fin- 
cere heart: when paradife fhali be brought near to the 
view of the pious, and hell fhall appear plainly to thofe 
who fhall have erred; and it fhall be faid unto them, 
Where are your deities which ye ferved befides Gop? 
will they deliver you from punifhment, or will the 

deliver themfelves? And they. fhall be caft into the 
fame, both they *, and thofe who have been feduced to 
their worfhip; and all the hoft of Esxis, The feduced 
fhall difpute therein with their falfe gods, faying, By 
Gop, we were in a manieft error, when we equalled 
you with the Loxp of all creatures: and none feduced 
us but the wicked... We have now no interceffors, nor 
any. friend who careth forus. If we were allowed to 
return once more Into the world, we would certainly 
become true believers, Verily herein was a fign: but 
the greater part of them believed not. Thy Lorp is 
the mighty, the merciful. The people of Noau 
accufed GOD’s meflengcers of impofture: when their 
brother Noau faid unto them, Will ye not fear 
GOD? Verily I am a faithful meffenger unto you; 
whercfore fear Gov, and obey me. I afk no re- 
ward of you for my preaching unto you; I expect 
my reward from no other than the Lorop of all crea- 
tures: wherefore fcar Gop, and obey me. They 
anfwered, Shall we believe on thee, when only the 
moft abjeét perfons have followed thee? Noau faid, 
1 have no knowledge of that which they did‘; it 
appertaineth unto my Loxp alone to bring them to 
account, if ye underftand; wherefore I will not 
drive away the bchevers': I am no more than a 
public preacher. They replied, Affuredly, unlefs 
thou defift, O Noaun, thou fhalt be ftoncd. He 


* See chap. 91. p. 164. I have preached, out of the fincerity 
e ] have no knowledge of that of their hearts, or in profpe@t of fome 
which they did.J—i. e. Whether worldly advantage. 
thcy have embraced the faith which § See chap. 11. p. 19. 


faid, 
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faid, O Lorn, verily my people take me for a liar: 
wherefore judge publicly between me and them; and 
deliver me and the true believers who are with me. 
Wherefore we delivered him, and thofe who were with 
him, in the ark filled with men and animals; and after- 
wards we drowned the reft. Verily herein was a fign: 
but the greater part of them believed not. Thy Loro 
is the mighty, the merciful. The tribe of Ap charged 
GOD’s meffengers with falfehood: when their brother 
Hup faid unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily 
I am a faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore - fear 
Gop, and obey me. I demand not of you any reward 
for my preaching unto you: I expe& my reward from 
no other than the Lorp of all creatures. Do ye build 
a land-mark on every high place, to divert yourfelves®? 
And do ye erect magnificent works, hoping that ye may 
continue in their poffeffion for ever? And when ye 
exercife your power, do ye exercife it with cruclty and 
rigour"? Fear Gop, by leaving thefe things; and 
obey me. And fear him who hath beftowed on you 
that which ye know: he hath beftowed on you cat- 
tle, and children, and gardens, and fprings of wa- 
ter. Verily I fear for you the punifhment of a 
grievous day. They anfwered, It. is equal unto us 
whether thou admonifh us, or doft not admonifh us: 
this which thou preacheft is only a device of the anci- 
ents; neither fhall we be punifhed for what we have 
done. And they accufed him of impofture: where- 
fore we deftroyed them. Verily herein was a fign: 
but the greater part of them believed not. Thy 
Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. The tribe of 
TuHamup alfo charged the meflengers of GOD with 
falfehood. When their brother SaLen faid unto 


~ 


© Do ye build aland-mark on every 
high place, to divert yourfelves?j-Or 
to mock the paffengers; who direét 
themfelves in their journeys by the 
flars, and have no need of fuch build- 
ings (1)? 


WI. 


O4 


» Do ye exercife it with cruelty 
and rigour? |—Putting to death, and 
infli€ting other corporal punifhments 
without mercy, and rather for the 
fatisfaction of your paffion than the 
amendment of the fufferer (2). 


(2) Idem ® 
them, 
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them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily I am a faith- 
ful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gop, and 
obey me. I demand no reward of you for my preach- 
ing unto you; I expect my reward from no other than 
the Lorp of all creatures. Shall ye be left for ever 
fecure in the poffeffion of the things which are here; 
among gardens, and fountains, and corn, and palm- 
trees, whofe brancies fheathe their flowers? And 
will ye continue to cut habitations for yourfelves out 
of the mountains, behaving with infolence'? Fear 
Gop, and obey me; and obey not the command of 
the tranfgreffors, who att corruptly in the earth, 
and reform not the fame. They anfwered, Verily 
thou art diftraficd; thou art no other than a man 
like unto us: produce now fome fign, if thou 
fpeakeft truth, Saveu faid, This fhce-camel fhall be 
a fign unto you: fhe fhall have her poition of water, 
and ye fhall have your portion of water alternately, on 
a feveral day appointed for you‘; and do her no 
hurt, left the punifhment of a ‘terrible day be in- 
flided on you. But they flew her; and were made 
to repent of their impiety: for the punifhment which 
had been threatened overtook them. Verily herein 
was a fign; but the greater part of them did not be- 
lieve. Thy Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. 
The people of Lor likewife accufed GOD's meffen- 
gers of impoflure. When their brother Loy faid 
unto them, Will ye net fear GOD? Verily I am a 
faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gop, 
and obey me. I demand no reward of you for my 
preaching: I expeét my reward from no other than 
the Lorp of all creatures. Do ye approach unto 
the males among mankind, and leave your wives 


+ Behaving with infolence. ]—Or, 
as the qriginal word may alfo be ren- 
dered, fhewing art and ingenuity in 
your work, 

k She fhall have her portion of 
water, and ye fhall have your portion 
of water alternately, on a feveral day 
appointed for you. J—That is, They 


were to have the ufe of the water by 
turns, the camel drinking one day, 
andthe Thamudites drawing the other 
day; for when this camel drank, 
fhe emptied the wells or brooks 
for thas day. See chap. 7. p. 199. 
not, &. 


which 
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which your Lorn hath created for you? Surely ye are 
people who tranfgrefs. They anfwered, Unlefs thou 
defift, O Lot, thou fhalt certainly be expelled our city. 
He faid, Verily Iam one of thofe who abhor your 
doings: O Lorp, deliver me, and my family, from 
that which they a€t. Wherefore we delivered him, 
and all his family ; except an old woman, his wife, who 
wrifhed among thofe who remained behind: then we 
dcftroyed the reft ; and we rained on them a fhower of 
{tones ; and terrible was the fhower which fell on thofe 
who had been warned in vain. Verily Lerein was a 
fien; but the greater part of them did not believe. Thy 
L.orp is the mighty, the merciful. The inhabitants of 
ike wood! alfo accufed Govo’s mefflengers of impofture. 
When Suoars faid unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? 
Verily Iam a faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore 
fear Gop, and obey me. I afk no reward of you for 
my preaching: I expeét my reward from no other 
than the Lord of all creatures. Give juft meafure, 
and be not defrauders; and weigh with an equal ba- 
lance; and diminifh not unto men aught of their 
yatters; neither commit violence in the earth, aéting 
corruptly. And fear him who hath created you, 
and alfo the former generations. They anfwered, 
Certainly thou art diftratted: thou art no more than 
aman, like unto us; and we do furely efteem thee 
to be a liar. Caufe now a part of the heaven to fall 
upon us, if thou fpeakeft truth. Snoars faid, My 
Lorp beft knoweth that which we do. And they 
charged him with falfchood: wherefore the punifhment 
of the day of the fhadowing cloud™ overtook them; 


Q17 


™ The fhadowing cloud. ]—Gon 


1 See chap. 15. p. 73. Shoaib being 
he Bee firt plagued them with fuch intole- 


not called the brother of thefe peo- 


ple, which would have preferved the 
conformity between this paflage and 
the preceding, it has been thought 
they were not Midianites, but of ano- 
ther race: however we find that the 
prophet taxes them with the fame 
crimes as he did thofe of Midian (4). 


(1) See chap, 7, p, 202, 


rable heat for feven days, that all 
their waters were driedup; and then 
brought a cloud over them, under 
whofe fhade they ran, and were all 
deftroyed by a hot wind and fire 
which proceeded from it (2). 


(2) Al Baspaws. 


and 
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and this was the punifhment of a grievous day. Vc- 
rily herein was a fign; but the greater part of them did 
not beheve. The Lorn is the mighty, the merciful. 
This book is certainly a revelation from the Lord of all 
creatures, which the faithful {pirit® hath caufed to de- 
{cend upon thine heart, that thou mightelt be a preacher 
to thy people, in the perfpicuous Arabic tongue: and 
it is borne witnefs to in the {criptures of former ages. 
Was it not a fign unto thein, that the wife men among 
the children of Isnazen knewit? Had we revealed it 
unto any of the foreigners, and he had read the fame 
unto them, yet thcy would not have believed therein. 
Vhus have we caufed obilinate infidelity to enter the 
hearts of the wicked: they fhall not believe therein, 
unl they fee a painful punifhment. It fhall come 
fuddenly upon them, and they fhall not forefee it; and 
they fhall fay, Shall we be refpited? Do they there- 
fore dcfire our punifhment to be haftened’? What 
thinkelt thou? If we fuffer them to enjoy the advan- 
tage of this life for feveral years, and afterwards that 
with which they are threatened come upon them; what 
will that which they have enjoyed profit them? 
We have deftroyed no city, but preachers were firft 
fent unto it, to admonifh the inhabitants thereof; 
neither did we treat them unjuftly. The devils did 
not defcend with the Koran, as the infidels give out: 
it is not for their purpofe, neither are they able to 
produce fuch a book; for they are removed from hear- 
ing the difcourfe of the angels inheaven’. Invoke no 
other god with the true Gop, left thou become one 


Cuap, 26. 


of thofe who are doomed to punifhment. And ad- 
monifh thy more near relations. And behave thy- 
; felf 


defiruQion on them, as a fhower of 


® The faithful {pirit.]—i. e. Gae 
No is i ftones, &c. 


brie}; who is intrufed with the di- 


wine fecrets and revelations. 

* Do they defire our punifhment 
10 he haflened ?}}-The infidels were 
contmnally defying Mohammed to 
bring jome fignal and miraculous 


P Sce chap. 15. p. Jo. 

4 Preach to thy*negr relations. }— - 
The commentators fuppofe the fame 
command to have been virtuall 
contained in the feventy-fourt 

chapter, 
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felf with meeknefs' towards the true believers who 
tollow thee: and if they be ‘difobedient unto thee, 
fay, Verily I am clear of that which yedo. And 
truft in the moit mighty, the merciful GOD; who 
feeth thee when thou rifeft up, and thy behaviour 
smong thofe who worfhip*; for he both heareth and 
Lnoweth. Shall I declare unto you upon whom the 
devils defcend? They defcend upon every lying and 
wicked perfon': thcy lcarn what is heard"; but the 
greater part of them are liars. And thofe who err 
follow the iteps of the pocts: doft thou not {ee that 
they rove as berett of their fenfes through every valley; 


chapter, which is ptiorto this in point 
“Ftime (1). It is faid that Moham- 
med, on receiving the paflage before 
1%, ‘went up immediately to mount 
“afi; and having called the feveral 
Kanrilies to him, one by one, when 
‘hey were all affembled, afked them, 
whether if he fhould tell them, that 
mountain would bring forth a {maller 
rsountain, they would believe him; 
‘9 which they anfwered in the affr- 
mative, Verily, fays he, I am a 
wainer fent unto you, before a fe- 
vere chaftifement (2). 

* Behave thyfelf with meeknels. } 
we Literally, Lower thy wing. 

* Who feos thee when thou rifeft 
op, and thy behaviour among thofe 
who worfhip.J—i. e. Who feeth 
thee when thou rifeft up to watch 
and {pend the night in religious exer- 
cifes, and obferveth thy anxious care 
for the Moflems exaét performance of 
their duty. It is faid that the night 
on which the precept of watching was 
abrogated, Mohammed went pri- 
vately from one houfe to another, to 
fee how his companions {pent the 
time; and that he found them fo in- 
rent in reading the Koran, and re- 
peating their prayers, that their 
houfes, by reafon of the humming 
rioife they made, feemed to be fo 


(1) See the notes thereon, and the Prelim. Difc. fe&t. IT. p. 57. 
(4) Idem, Jan.aro’ppin. ) 


Bxrpawie 


(3) Idem. 


manv nefts of hornets (3). Some com- 
mentators, however, fuppofe that by 
the prophet’s behaviour, in this place, 
are meant the various poftures he 
ufed in praying at the head of his 
companions; as ftanding, bowing, 
pro‘tration, and fitting (4). 

' The devils defcend upon every 
lying and wicked perfon.]-The pro- 
phet, having vindicated himfelf 
from the charge of having commu- 
nication with the devils, by the 
oppofition between his dofrine and 
their defigns, and their inability to 
compofe fo confiftent a book as the 
Koran, proceeds to fhew thatthe pere 
fons moft likely to a correfpondence 
with thofe evil {pirits, were liars and 
flanderers, that is, his enemies and 
oppofers. 

" They learn what is heard.]-i. e. 
They are taught by the fecret infpi- 
ration of the devils, and receive their 
idle and inconfiftent fuggeftions for 
truth. It being uncertain whether 
the flanderers or the devils be the 
nominative cafe to the verb, the 
words may alfo be rendered, They 
impart what they hear; that is, The 
devils acquaint their correfpondents 
on earth with fuch incoherent {crapa 
of the angels difcourfe, as they can 
hear by ftealetr (). 


(2) Al 
(5) lidem. 

¢ 

and 
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and that they fay that which they do not’: except 
thofe who believe, and do good works, and remem- 
ber Gop frequently; and who defend themfelves, after 
they have been unjuftly treated*. And they who aét 
unjuftly fhall know hereafter, with what treatment they 
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fhall be treated. 


~ They rave as bereft of their 
fenfes through every valley, &c. ]— 
Vheir compofitions hein as wild as 
the actions of a diflra&ted man: for 
moft of the ancient poctry was full 
of vain imaginations: as fabulous 
ftories and defcriptions, Jove-verfes, 


Rattery, exceffive commendations of 


their patrons, and as exceffive re- 
proaches of their enemies, incite- 
ments to vicious a€tions, vain-glori- 
Qus vauntings, and the like (1). 

= Except thofe who believe, &c.] 
——That is, Such poets as had em- 
braced Mohammedi{m ; whofe works, 
free from the prophanenefs of the 
former, run chiefly on the praifes 
of Gop, and the eflablifhing his 
unity, and contain exhortations to 
obedience and other religious and 


(1) Iidem. 
Bzipawi. 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. III. p. 8a. 


moral virtues; without any fatirical 
invectives, unlefs apainft fuch as have 
given jult provocations, by having 
firft ee them, or fome others of 
the true believers, with the fame 
weapons. In this Jaft_ cafe Moham- 
med faw it was neceflary for him to 
borrow affiftance from the poets of 
his party, to defend himfelf and reli- 
gion from the infults and ridicule of 
the others; for which purpofe he 
employed the pens of Lahid Ebn 
Rabia (2), Abda’Jlah Ebn Rawaha, 
Haffan Ebn Thabet, and the two 
Caabs. It is related that Mohammcd 
once faid to Caab Ebn Malec. Ply 
them with fatires; for, by him in 
whofe hand my foul is, they wound 
more deeply than arrows (3). 


(3) Al 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Intitled, The Ant’; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


T S. Thefe are the figns of the Koran, and 
‘ @ of the perfpicuous book: a dire&tion, and 


good tidings unto the true believers; who regularly 
perform their prayer, and give alms, and firmly be- 
lieve in the life to come. As to thofe who believe 
not in the hie to come, we have prepared their 


¥ In this chapter is related, among the ant, which has therefore been 
ether flrange things, an odd flory of pitched on for the title. 


works 


Cuar. 27 Ar KORAN. 


works for them‘; and they fhall be ftruck with 
aftonifhment at their difappointment, when they fhall 
be raifed again: thefe are they whom an evil punifh- 
ment awaiteth in this life; and in that which is to 
come they fhall be the greateft lofers. Thou haft 
certainly received the Koran from the prefence of 
a wife, a knowing GOD. Remember when Moses 
faid unto his family, Verily I perceive fire : I will 
bring you tidings thereof, or I will bring you a 
lishted brand, that ye may be warmed*. And 
when he was come near unto it, a voice cried unto 
him, faying, Blefled be he who is in the fire, and 
whoever is about it’; and praife be unto Gon, the 
Lorp of all creatures! O Moses, verily I am Gon, 
the mighty, the wife: caft down now thy rod. And 
when he faw it, that it moved, as though it had been 
a ferpent, he retreated and fled, and returned not. 
And GOD faid, O Mosss, fear not; for my mef- 
{engers are not difturbed with fear in my fight; ex- 
cept he who fhall have done amifs, and fhall have 
afterwards fubftituted good in lieu of evil; for Iam 
gracious and merciful ®. Moreover put thy hand in- 
to thy bofom; it fhall come forth white, without 
hurt: this {hall be one among the nine figns‘ unto 
Puaraou and his people: for they are a wicked 
people. And when our vifible figns had come unto 
them, they faid, This is manifeft forcery. And they 
denied them, although their fouls certainly knew 


= We have prepared their works 
for them.J——By rendering them 
pleafing and agreeable to their cor- 
rupt natures and inclinations. 

* Sce chap. 20. p. 139. 

b Bleffed be he who 1s in the fire, 
and about it.]—Some fuppofe Gop 
to be intended by the former words, 
and by the latter, the angels who 
were prefent (1) ; others think Mofes 
and the angels are here meant, or all 
perfons in general in this haly plain, 
and the country round it (2). 

¢ Except he who {fhal] have done 


' f1) Yaura. 


(2) Jacrcaro'spin, Al Beivdwi. 


amifs, &c.]—This exception was de 
figned to qualify the preceding af- 
fertion, which feemed too general : 
for feveral of the prophets have been 
fubjeét_ to fins, though not great 
oncs, before their miffion; for 
which they had reafon to appre- 
hend Gon’s anger, though they 
are here affured that their fubfe. 
uent merits intitle them to his par- 
on. It is fuppofed that Mofes’s 
killing the Egyptian undefignedly is 
hinted at (3). 

4 See chap. 17, p. 120. not. *, 


(3 Iidem. 
them 
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them to be from GOD, out of iniquity and pride; 
but behold what was the end of: the corrupt doers, 
We heretofore beftowed knowledge on Davin and 
Sotomon; and they faid, Praife be unto Gop, who 
hath made us. more excellent than many of his faith- 
ful fervants! And SoLtomon was Davip’s heir‘; 
and he faid, O men, we have been taught the fpeech 
of birds‘, and have had all things beftowed on us; 
this is manifeft excellence. And his armies were 
gathered together unto SoLomon, confifting of genii®, 
and men, and birds; and they were led in diftiné& 
bands, until they came into the valley of ants*, 
And anant, feeing the hofts approaching, faid, O ants, 
enter ye into your habitations, left Soromon and his 
army tread you under foot, and perccive it not. 
And Soromon {miled, laughing at her words, and 
faid, O Lorp, excite me that I may be thankful for 
thy favour, wherewith thou haft favoured me, and 
my parents; and that I may do that which is right, 
and well-pleafing unto thee: and introduce me, 
through thy mercy, into paradife, among thy {fer- 
vants the righteous. And he viewed the birds, and 
faid, What.is the reafon that I fee not the lap- 
wing'? Is fhe abfent? Verily I will chaftife her 

| with 


e Solomon was David's heir. J— 
Inheriting not anly his kingdom, 
but alfo the prophetical office, pre- 
ferably-to his other fons, who were 
no lefsthan nineteen (1). 

f We have been taught the {peech 
of birds.J—That is, Ihe meaning 
of their feveral voices, though not 
articulate ; of Solomon’s interpreta- 
tion whereof the commentators give 
feveral inftances (2). . 

« His army confifling of genii, 
&c.J—For this fancy, as well as the 
former, Mohammed was obliged to 
the Talmuditts (3), who, accordin 
to their manner, bave ainterprete 
the Hebrew words of Solomon (4), 


(1) Idem. 
rafh, Yalkut Shemuni, p. 11. 
Mohammed. p. 239. 
JaLLALO'DDIN, 


(2) See Marracc. not. in loc. p. 5116 
f. 99. & Mrzixi1um de Mohammedifmo ante 
(4) Ecclef. u. 8. ae 


which the Englifh verfion renders, I 
gat men-fingers, and women-fingers, 
as if that prince had forced demons 
or fpirits to ferve him at his table, 
and in other capacities; and parti- 
cularly in his vaft and magnificent 


buildings, which they could not 
conceive he could otherwife have 
performed. 


h The valley of ants. ]—The val- 
ley feems to be fo called from the 
reat numbers of ants which are 
found there. Same place it in Sy- 
ria, and others in Tayef (5). 
i And he viewed the birds, &c.]~ 
The Arab hiftorians tell us, that 
Solomon, having-finifhed the sa oe 
oO 


(3) V. Mid- 
(5) if 'r_ 
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with a fevere chaftifement*; or I will put her to 
death; unlefs fhe bring me a juft excufe. And fhe 
tarried not long before fhe prefented herfelf unto So1.o- 
mon, and faid, I have viewed a country which thou 
haft not viewed; and I come unto thee from Saga, 
vith a certain piece of news, I found a woman! to 
reign over them, who is provided with every. thing 
requifite for a prince, and hath a magnificent throne ®. 
I found her and her people to worfhip the fun, be- 
fides Gop: and Satan hath prepared their works 
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for them, and hath turned 


of Jerufalem, went in pilgrimage to 
Mecca, where having ftatd as long 
as he pleafed, he proceeded towards 
Yaman; and Icaving Meccain the 
morning, he arrived by noon at 
Sanaa, and being extremely de- 
itghted with the country, refted 
there ; but wanting water to make 
ahe ablution, he looked among the 
birds for the lapwing, called by the 
Arabs al Hudhud, whofe bufinefs it 
was to find it; for it is pretended 
the was fagacious or fharp-fighted 
enough to difcover water under 
ground, which the devils ufed to 
draw, after fhe had marked the 
glace by digging with her bill; 
they add, that this bird was then 
taking a tour in the air, whence, 
‘eeing one of her companions alight- 
ing, the defcended allo, and having 
had a defcription given her by the 
other of the city of Saba, whence 
fhe was jult arrived, they both 
went together to take a view of the 
place, and returned foon after So- 
‘omon had made the inquiry which 
occafioned what follows (1). 

It may be proper to mention here 
what the eaftern writers fable of 
the manner of Solomons travelling. 
They fay that he had a carpet of 
green filk, on which his throne was 
placed, being of a prodigious length 
and breadth, and fufficieut for all 
his forces to fland on, the men 


them afide from the way 


placing themfelves on his right- 
and, and the fpirits on his left; 


.and that when all were in order, 


the wind, at his command, took 
up the carpet, and tranfported it, 
with al] that were upon it, where- 
ever he pleafed (2); the army of 
birds at the fame time flying over 
their heads, and forming a kind of 
canopy to fhade them from the 


un. 

kT will chaftife her, &c.J—By 
plucking off her feathers, and fet- 
ting her inthe fun, to be tormented 
by the infects; or by fhuting her 
up mia cage (3). 

' I found a woman to reign over 
them. |—This queen the Arabs name 
Balkis: fome make her the daughter 
of al Hodhad Ebn Sharhabil .(q), 
and others of Sharahil Ebp Malee 
(5); but they all agree fhe was a 
defcendant of Yarab Ebn Kahtan. 
She is placed the twenty-fecond 1n 
Dr. Pocock’s lift of the kings of 
Yeman (6). 

= A magnificent throne, }~Which 
the commentators fay was made of 
gold and filver, and crowned with 
precious flones. But they differ as 
to the fize of it; one making it 
fourfcore cubits long, forty, broad, 
and thirty high; while fome fay it 
wes fourfcore, and others, thirty 
cubits every way. 


(1) Tidem, (2) Vid. cap. 21.-p. 161. & not. in loc. (3) Al 
Burpawi, JALLALO’ppIN. 4) V. Pocock. Spec. p, 59: (5) Al 
Beivawi,&c. V. D'Hraser. Bibl. Orient. p. ie. °° 8) ‘Ubi. fup. 


of 
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of truth, (wherefore they are not rightly direéted,) 
Icft they fhould worfhip Gop, who bringeth to light 
that which is hidden in heaven and earth, and know- 
eth whatever they conceal, and whatever they difco- 
ver. Gop! there is no Gop but he; the Lorn of 
the magnificent throne. Soromon faid, We fhall 
fee whether thou haft fpoken the truth, or whether 
thou art a liar, Go with this my letter, and caft it 
down unto them; then turn afide from them, and 
wait to know what anfwer they will return. And 
when the quecn of Saza had received the letter", fhe 
faid, O nobles, verily an honourable letter hath 
been delivered unto me; it is from SoLtomon, and 
this is the tenor thereof: In the name of the moft 
merciful Gop. Rife not up againft me: but come, 
and furrender yourfelves unto me*. She faid, O 
nobles, advife me in my bufinefs: I will not refolve 
on any thing, until ye be witneffes and approve 
thereof. The nobles anfwered, We are endued with 
ftrength, and are endued with great prowefs in war ; 
but the command appertaineth unto thee: fee there. 
fore what thou wilt command’. She faid, Verily 
kings, when they enter a city by force, wafte the fame, 
and abafe the moft powerful of the inhabitants there- 
of: and fo will thefe do with us. But I will fend 
gifts unto them; and will wait for what farther in. 
formation thofe who fhall be fent fhall bring back. 
And when the queen’s embaffador came unto SoLo- 
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Gon. Peace be on him who follow. 


® And when fhe had received the 
eth the true dire&tion. Rafe not up 


letter, &c.J—Jallalo’ddin fays that 


the queen was furrounded by her 
army when the lapwing threw the 
Jetegr into her bofém; but al Bei- 
dawi fuppofes the was tn an apait- 
ment of her palace, the.doors of 
which were fhut, and that ‘the bird 
flew in at the window. The for- 
mer commentator gives a copy of 
the epifile fomewhat morc full than 
that in the text; viz. From the fer- 
vant of Gon, Solomon the fon of 
David, unto Balkis queen of Saba. 
In the name of the moft merciful 


againftme, but come and furrender 
yourfelves untome. He adds that Soe 
lomon perfumed this letter with 
mutk, and fealed it with his fignet. 

© Come and furrender yourfelves 
unto me.]—Or, €ome unto me and 
refign yourfelves'unto the divine die 
re€tion, and profef¢ the true religion 
which I preach. 

? What thou wilt command. J—1. 


“e., Whether thou wilt obey the fume 


Ynons of Solomon, or give us orders 
to make head againft bim. 
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mon’, that prince faid, Will ye prefent me with 
riches? Verily that which Gop hath given me, 1s 
better than what he hath given you: but ye do glory 
in your gifts. Return unto the people of Sasa. We 
will furely come unto them with forces, which they 
fhall not be able to withftand; and we will drive 
them out from their city, humbled; and they fhall 
become contemptible. And Sotomon faid, O nobles, 
which of you will bring unto me her throne, before 
they come and furrender themfelves unto me? A 
terrible genius' anfwered, I will bring it unto thee, 
before thou arife from thy place*: for I am able to 
perform it, and may be trufted. And one with whom 
was the knowledge of the fcripturest faid, I will 
bring it unto thee, in the twinkling of aneye*. And 
when So_omon faw the throne placed before him, he 
faid, This is a favour of my Lorn, that he may 
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« When the embaffador came unto 
Solomon. ]——Bearing the prefents, 
which they fay were five hundred 
young flaves of each fex, all habited 
in the fame manner, five hundred 
bricks of gold, a crown enriched 
with precious ftones, befides a large 

uantity of mufk, amber, and other 
things of value (1). _ Some add, : 


t A terrible penite Stats wasan 
Ifrit, or one of the wicked and re- 
bellious genii; and his name, faysal 
Beidawi, was Dhacwan or Sakhr, 

: Before thou arife from th 
place. ]—i. e. From thy feat of juf- 
tice. For Solomon ufed to fit in 
judgment every day till noon (4). 
One with whom was the know- 


that Balkis, to try whether Solomon 
was a prophet or no, dreft the boys, 
like girls, and the girls like boys 
and fent him, ina cafket, a pear 
not drilled, and an onyx drilled 
with a crooked hole ; and that Solo- 
mon diftinguifhed the boys from the 
girls by the different manner of their 
taking water, and ordered one worm 
to bore the pearl, and another to 

afs a thread through the onyx (2). 

hey alfo tell us, that Solomon, 
having notice of this embafly, by 
means of the lapwing, even before 
they fet out, ordered a large {quare 


to be enclofed with a wall built of 


gold and filver bricks, wherein he 
ranged his forces.and attendants to 
receive them (9), * 


(1) JaLtaco’ppin. 
(4) Iidem Interp, 


Vo1, II, 


(2) Al Bearpaw. 
(5) Jauzazo’vorn, (6 


P make 


ledge of the {criptures.]—This per- 
fon, as is generally fuppofed, was 
Afaf the fon of Barachia, Solomon’s 
wazir (or vilir), who knew the great 
or ineffable name of Gon, by pro- 
nouncing of which he performed 
this wonderful exploit (5). Others 
however fuppofe it was al Khedr, or 
elfe Gabriel, or fome other angel ; 
and fome imagine it to have been 
Solomon himfelf (6). a 

* In the twinkling of an eye.J— 
The origt-tal is, Before thou canft 
look at anyobje&, and take thy eye 
off it. It 1s faid that Solomon, at 
Afaf’s defire, looked up to heaven, 
and before he caft his eye downwards, 
the throne made its way under ground, 
and appeared before him. 


) ae (3) JALLALO’DDINe 


At KORAN. 


make trial of me, whether I will be grateful, or 
whether I will be ungrateful: and he who is grate- 
ful, is grateful to his own advantage, but if any 
fhall be ungrateful, verily my Lorn is felf-fufficient 
and munificent. And Sotomon faid unto his fer- 
vants, Alter her thronc, that fhe may not know it, to 
the end we inay fee whether fhe be rightly dire€ted, or 
whether fhe be one of thofe who are not rightly di- 
reGted. And when fhe was come unto SoLomon *, 
it was faid unto her, Is thy thronc like this? She an- 
fwered, As though it were the fame. And we have 
had knowledge beftowed on us before this, and hav. 
been refigned unto GOD*. But that which fhe wor 
fhipped, bcfides Gon, had turned her afide from the 
truth; for fhe was of an unbelieving people. It was 
faid unto her, Enter the palace’ And when fhe 
faw it, fhe imagined it to be a great water; and fhe 
difcovered her legs, by lifting up her robe to pals 
through it*%» Whereupon Sotomon faid unto her, 
Verily this 1s a palace evenly floored with glafs. 
Then faid the queen, O Lorn, verily I have dealt un- 
jultly with my own foul; and I refign myfelf, toge- 
ther with SoLomon, unto Gon, the Lorp of ail 
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w When fhe was come unto Solo- 
Ue a on the return of her 
embalfador, fhe determined to go 
and dubmit herfclf to that prince ; 
but before her departure, the {c- 
cured her throne, as fhe thouvht, 
by locking it upin a ftrong caille, 
and fetung a guard to defend it; 
after which fhe fet out, attended by 
aval aumny (1). 

* Wc have had knowlhedge beflow- 
ed on us before this, &ce ]—It is un- 
certam whether thefe be the words 
of Balkis, acknowledging her con- 
vidiion by the wonders fhe had al- 
teady feen; or of Solomon and his 
people, acknowledging the favour 
of Goo, in calling them to the true 
fanh before her. 


(1) Jan raro’poin. 


y Enter the palace. |—Or, as fome 
underftand the word, the court kx - 
fore the palace, which Solomon had 
commanded to be built againft the 
ariival of Balkis; the floor or pave- 
ment being of tranfparent glals, 
laid over running water, in which 
fifh were {wimming. Fronting this 
pavement was placed the royal 
throne, on which Solomon fat 10 
receive the queen (2). 

« She dilcovered her legs, &c.J— 
Some Arab writers tell us, Solomca 
had been informed that Balkis’s 
legs and feet were covered with 
hair, like thofe of an afs, of the 
truth of which he had hereby av 
opportunity of being fatisficd by 
ocular demonflration. 


(2) Idem, Al Berpaw1. 
creatures. 
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creatures*. Alfo we heretofore fent unto the tribe of 
Tyamup their brother SaLEH; who faid unto them, 
Serve ye Gop. And behold, they were divided into 
two parties, who difputed among  themfelves >. 
Saten faid, O my people why do ye haflen evil 
rather than good‘? Unlefs ye afk.spardon of Gon, 
that ye may obtain mercy, ye are loft. They an- 
fwered, We prefage evil from thee, and from thofe 
who are with thee. Sareu replied, The evil which 
ye prefage is with Gop“: but ye are a people who 
are proved by a viciffitude of profperity and adverfity. 
And there were nine men in the city, who a¢ted cor- 
ruptly in the earth, and behaved not with integrity. 
And they faid unto one another, Swear ye reciprocally 
by Gop, that we will fall upon Saveu and his fa- 
mily by night: and afterwards we will fay unto him 
who hath right to avenge his blood, We were not 
fo much as prefent at the deftruétion of his family ; 
and we certainly {peak the truth. And they deviled 
a plot againft him: but we devifed a plot againft 
them ; and they perceived it not. And fce what was 
the iffue of their plot‘: we utterly deftroyed them 


" Trefign myfelf unto Gos. ]-The which ye are threatened, inftead of 
queen of Saba having by thefe averting it by repentance ? 

words profeffed Iflam, and renoun- “We prefage evil from thee, 
ced idolatry, Solomon had thoughts &c.]—See chap. 7. p. 208. where 
of making her his wife; but could the Egyptians in the fame manner 
not refolve todo it, till the devils accufe Mofes as the caufe of their 
had, by a depilatory, taken off the calamities. 

hair from her legs (1). Some (2) © See what was the iffue of their 
however will have it that fhe did  plot.J—It is related that Saleh, and 
not marry Solomon, buta prince of thofe who believed on him, ufually 
the tribe of Hamdan. meeting to pray ina certain narrow 


> Who difputed among them- 
felves.|——Concerning the doétrine 
gare by Saleh ; one party be- 
heving on him, and the other treat- 
ing him as an impoflor. 

‘ Why do ye haften evil rather 
than good? ]—i. e, Why do ye urge 
and defy the divine vengeance with 


(1) JaLLaro’pnrn, 
chap. 7. p. 200, not, ', 


lace between the mountains, the 
infidels faid, He thinks to make an 
end of us after three days (3), but 
we will be before-hand with him; 
and that a party of them went di- 
re€tly tothe ftraits above-mention- 
ed, thinking to execute their de- 
figu, but were terribly difappoint- 


ed; 
(2) Apud Al Bsrpaws, (3) See 
P » and 
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and their whole people; and thefe their ‘habitation: 
remain empty, becaufe of the injuftice which they 
committed. Verily herein is a fign, unto peopk 
who underftand. And we delivered thofe who be. 
lieved, and feared GOD. And remember Lor: 
when he faid unto his people, Do ye commit 4 
wickednefs, though ye fee the heinoufnefs thereof? Du 
ye approach luftfully unto men, leaving the women -' 
XX. Ye are furely an ignorant people.* But the anfwer 
of his people was no other than that they faid, Caf: 
the family of Lot out of your city; for they are 
men who preferve themfclves pure from the crimes cf 
which ye are guilty. Whercfore we delivered him and 
his family, except his wife, whom we decreed to b: 
one of thofe who remained behind to be deftroyed. 
And we rained on them a fhower of ftones: an'' 
dreadful was the fhower which fell on thofe who ha 
been warned in vain’? Say, Praife be unto Gon. 
and peace be upon his fervants whom he hath chofen! 
Is Gop more worthy, or the falfe gods which thev 
affociate with him? Is not he to be preferred, wh« 
hath created the heavens and the earth, and {fendet! 
down rain for you from heaven, whereby we caul 
delicious groves to jpring up? It is not in you: 
power to caufe'the trees thereof to fhoot forth. 1, 
there any other god partner with the true Gon ? Vr-. 
rily thefe are a people who deviate from the trutl-. 
Is not he more worthy to be adored, who hath eftablifl: 
ed the carth and hath caufed rivers to flow throug’. 
the mid{t thercof, and placed thercon immoveab - 
mountains, and fet a bar between the two feas®? J. 
there any other god equal with the true Gop ? Yci 
the greater part of them know it not. Is not he mo . 


ed; for, inflead of catching the 
prophet, they were caught them- 
delves, thei retreat being cut off 
by a large piece of rock, which felJ 
down at the mouth of the ftraits, 
fo that they perifhed there in a 


miferable manner. 
€ See chap. 7. p. 203. and cha;’. 
11. p. 29 ‘ 

& See chap. es. p. 907, The 
word barzakh is not ufed - bit 
another of equivalent import. 


‘ee 


worthy 
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worthy who heareth the affli€ted*, when he calleth | 
upon him, and taketh off the evil which diftreffed 
him; and who hath made you the fucceffors of your 
forefathers in the earth? Is there any other god who 
can be equalled with the true Gop? How tew con- 
fider thefe things! Is not he more worthy who direfteth 
you in the dark paths of the land and of the fea; and 
who fendeth the winds driving abroad the clouds, as 
the forerunners of his mercy‘? Is there any other 
god who can be equalled with the true Gop? Far be 
Gop from having thofe partners in his power, which 
ye affociate with him! Is not he more worthy, who 
produceth a creature, and after it hath been dead re- 
ftoreth it to life; and who giveth you food from hea- 
ven andearth? Is there any other god with the true 
Gop, who doth this? Say, Produce your proof 
thereof, if ye fpeak truth. Say, None either in hea- 
ven or earth knoweth that which is hidden, befides 
Gop: neither do they underftand when they fhall 
be raifed. However their knowledge attaineth fome 
notion of the life to come*; yet they are in an un- 
certainty concerning the fame; yea, they are blind 
as to the real circumftances thereof. And the unbe- 
lievers fay, When we and our fathers fhall have 
been reduced to duft, fhall we be taken forth from the 
grave? Verily we have been threatened with this, 
both we and our fathers, heretofore. This is no 
other than fables of the ancients. Say unto them, 
Pafs through the earth, and fee what hath been the 
end of the wicked. And be not thou grieved for 
them; neither be thou in any concern on account of 
the plots which they are contriving againft thee. 
And they fay, When will this threat be accomplifhed, 
if ye {peak true? Anfwer, Peradventure fome part 


* The afflifed.]—Literally, Him _* However theirknowledgeattaineth 
who 18 driven by diftrefs to implore fame notion of the life tocome: yet, 
Gon’s affiftance, &c.J-Or the words may be tranflated 

' See chap, 7. p. 195. and chap, thus: Yea, their knowledge faileth as 
25. Pp. 206, to the life to come: yea, &c, 


P94 af 
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of that punifhment, which ye defire to be haftened, 
may follow clofe behind you: verily thy Lorn is 
endued with indulgence towards mankind; but the 
greater part of them are not thankful. Verily thy 
Lorp knoweth what their breafts conceal, and what 
they difcover: and there is nothing hidden in heaven 
or on earth, but it is written in a clear book. Verily. 
this Koran declareth unto the children of Israrr 
moft of thofe points concerning which they difagree!: 
and it is certainly a direttion, and a mercy unto the 
true believers. Thy Lorv will decide the contro- 
verfy between them, by his definitive fentence: and 
he is the mighty, the wife. Therefore put thy truft 
in Gop; for thou art in the manifeft truth. Verily 
thou fhalt not make the dead to hear, neither fhalt 
thou make the deaf to hear thy call to the true faith, 
when they retire and turn their backs: neither fhalt 
thou dirc€l-the blind to extricate themfelves out of 
their crror. Thou fhalt make none to hear thee,’ 
except him who fhall believe in our figns: and they 
are wholly refigned unto us. When the fentence fhall 
be ready to fall upon them, we will caufe a beaft™ to 
come forth unto them from out of the earth, which 
fhall {peak unto them’: verily men do not firmly 
believe in’ our figns. On the day of rcfurrcétion we 
will affemble, out of every nation, a company of 
thofe who fhall have charged our figns with falfe- 
hood; and they fhall be prevented from mixing to.. 
gether, until they fhall arrive at the place of judgment. 
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'! Moft of thofe points concerning 
which they difagree.]|—Such as the 
comparing of Gop to fenfible things, 
or to created beings; the removing 
all imperfections from the defcription 
of the divine Being; the flate of pa- 
radife and hell; the flories of Ezra 
and Jesus Curist, &c. (1). 

m A beaft.|—The Mohammedans 
call this beaft, whofe appearance will 


(1) Al Berpawi. 
(3) V. ibid. 


be one fign of the approach of the 
day of judgment, al Jaffafa, or the 
Spy. Ihave given the defcription of 
her elfewhere (2); to which fhould 
be added, that fhe 1s to have two 


wings. 
» Which fhall {peak unto them. ]- 
Or, according to a different reading, 
(viz. taclimohom iniltead of tocalli- 
mohom) who fhall wound them (3). 


(2) Prelim. Difc. fe@.IV. p.105, &c- 


And 


e 


Cuar, 277 At KORAN. 231 


And GOD fhall fay unto them, Have ye charged my 
figns with falfchood, although ye comprehended them 
not with your knowledge? Or what is it that ye were 
doing? And the fentence of damnation fhall fall on 
them, for that they have a€ted unjuftly: and they fhall 
not fpeak in their own excufe. Do they not fee that we 
have ordained the night, that they may reft therein, and 
the day giving open light? Verily herein are figns unto 
people who believe. On that day the trumpet fhall be 
{ounded; and whoever are in heaven and on earth, 
fhall be ftruck with terror, except thofe whom Gop 
fhall pleafe to exempt therefrom*: and all fhall come 
before him, in humble guife. And thou fhalt fee the 
mountains, and fhalt think them firmly fixed; but they 
fhall pafs away, cven as the clouds pafs away. This 
will be the work of Gon, who hath rightly difpofed all 
things ; and he is well acquainted with that which ye do. 
Whoever fhall have wrought righteoufnefs, fhall re- 
ceive a reward beyond the defert thereof; and they 
fhall be fecure from the terror of that day? : but who- 
ever fhall have wrought evil, fhall be thrown on their 
faccs into hell-fire. Shall ye receive the reward of 
any other than of that which ye fhall have wrought ? 
Verily I am commanded to worfhip the Lorn of 
this territory of Mecca, who hath fanflified the 
fame: unto him belong all things. And I am com- 
manded to be a Moflem, and to rchearfe the Koran: 
he who fhall be direéted thereby, will be direéted to 
his own advantage; and to him who fhall go aftray, 
fay, Verily I ama warner only. And fay, Praife be 


* See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. 
p- tog, &c. Some fay the perfons 
exempted from this general confter 
nation, will be the angels Gabriel, 
Michael, Ifrafil, and Izraél (1); 
others fuppofe them to be the virgins 
of paradife, and the angels who guard 


that place, and carry Gop’s throne 


(1) Jauvazto’ppiy, Al Brinawt 


BRAS. 7 


P4 


(2); and others will have them to be 
the martyrs ( 7: 

. P They fhall be fecure from the ter- 
tor of that day.]—That is, from the 
fear of damnation, and the other ter- 
rors which will difturb the wicked; 
not from the general terror or cons 
flernation before-mentioned. 


(2) Idem. (3) Ean 


unto 
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unto Gop! he will fhew you his figns*, and ye fhall 
know them: and thy Lord is not regardlefs of that 
which they do. 


Cuap. 28, 


4 He will fhew you his figns.] lievers againft the infidels; and pare 
—viz. The fucceffes of the true be-  ticulariy the vi€tory of Bedr, 


CHAP. XXVIII, 
Intitled, The Story’; revealed at Mecca’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


S.M.* Thefe are the figns of the perfpicuous 

e book. We will dittate unto thee, O 
MouamMED, fome parts of the hiftory of Moses and 
Puaraou, with truth; for the fake of people who 
believe. Now Puaraou lifted himfelf up in the 
land of Ecyrr; and he caufed his fubjeéts to be di- 
vided into parties’: he weakened one party of them”, 
by flaying their male-children, and preferving their 
females alive; for he was an oppreffor. And we 
were minded to be gracious unto thofe who were 
weakened in the land, and to make them models of 
religion ; and to make them the heirs of the wealth of 
Puaraou and his people’, and to eftablifh a place 
for them in the earth; and to fhew PHaraon, and 
Haman ’, and their forces, that deftruétion of their 
kingdom 


’ The title is taken from the 26th 


tend his order, and Pac the fer- 
verfe, where Mofes is faid to have 


vices he exaéted of them; or into 


selated the flory of his adventures to 
Shoaib. 

* Some except a verfe, towards 
the latter end, beginning with thefe 
words, He who hath given thee the 
ale for atule of faith and prac- 
tice, 


c. 
* See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. II. 


p. 78. 

" He divided his fubje&s into 
parties. |—i. c. Either into compa- 
mics, that they might the better at- 


oppofite faftions, to prevent their 
attempting any thing againft him, 
to deliver themfelves from his ty- 
ranny (1). : 

w One party of them. J—viz. The 
Ifraelites. 

x See chap. 26. p. 212, 

y Haman. J——This name is given 
to Pharatoh’s chief minifter; from 
whence it is generally inferred that 
Mohammed has here made Haman, 
the favourite of Ahafuerus, king of 

Cray 


(3) Al Bzrpaws. 
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kingdom and nation by them, which they fought to 
avoid. And we direéted the mother of Moses by 
revelation, faying, Give him fuck: and if thou feareft 
for him, caft him into the river ;-and fear not, neither 
he afflicted; for we will reftore him unto thee, and 
will appoint him one of our apoftles*. And when the 
had put the child in the ark, and had caft it into the 
river, the family of Puaraon took him up; provi- 
dence defigning that he fhould become an enemy, and 
a forrow unto them. Verily PHaraou, and Haman, 
and their forces were finners. And the wife of Pua- 
nAOH faid, This child is a delight of the eye to me, and 
to thee’: kill him not; peradventure it may happen 
that he may be ferviceable unto us; or we may adopt 
him for our fon. And they perceived not the con- 
fequence of what they were doing. And the heart 
af the mother of Moses became oppreffled with 
fear; and fhe had almoft difcovered him, had we 
not armed her heart with conftancy, that fhe might 
be one of thofe who believe the promifes of GOD. 
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Perfia, and who Hecate | lived 
*many ages after Mofes, to be that 
prophet’s contemporary. But how 
pro able foever this miftake may 
zem to us, it will be very hard, if 
not impoflible, to convince a Mo- 
hammedan of it; for, as has been 
obferved in a parallel cafe (1), two 
very different perfons may bear the 
fame name (2). 

' ® That deftru@ion by them, which 
ee | fought to avoid. ]—For Pharaoh 
ad either dreamed, or been téld by 
fome diviners, that one of the He- 
brew nation fhould be the ruin of his 
kingdom; which prophecy is fup- 
pofed to have been the occafion of his 
cruelty to them (3). This circum- 
{tance is owing to the invention of 
the {ews (4). 

* itis related that the midwife ap- 


(1) See chap. g. p. 69. not. %. 
(3) See cha PU: : 4 
Pirke, c. 48. 

9) Idem, 


Jauraro’pain. 


(4) 


pointed to attend the Hebrew wo. 
men, terrified by a light which ve 
peared between the cyes of Mofes 
at his birth, and touched with an 
extraordinary affettion for the child, 
did not difcover hem to the officers, 
fo that his mother kept him in her 
houfe, and nurfed him three months; 
after which it was impoflible for her 
to conceal him any longer, the king 
then giving orders to make the 
fearches more ftnétly (5). 
b This child is a elighe of our 
eye. ]—This fudden affe€&tion or ad- 
miration, was raifed in them ejther 
by his uncommon beauty, or by the 
light which fhone on his forehead, or 
becaufe, when they opened the ark, 
they found him fucking his thumb, 
which fupplied him with milk (6). 


Pw 


V. Reranp. de Rel. Moham. p. 217. 
Shalfhel. hakkab. p. 11. & 
(5) Al Baraaw:, See the notes to chap. go. p. 14!- 


R. Evigz. 


And 
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And fhe faid unto his fifter, Follow him. And fhe 
watched him at a diftance; and they perceived it not. 
-And we fuffered him not to take the breafts of the 
nurfes who were provided before his fifter came up*: 
and fhe faid, Shall I dire& you unto fome of his na- 
tion, ‘who may nurfe him for you, and will be careful 
of him? And, at their defire, fhe brought his mo- 
ther to them. So we reftored him to his mother, that 
her mind might be fet at eafe, and that fhe might 
not be afflitted; and that fhe might know that the 
promife of Gop was true: but the greater part of 
mankind know not the truth. And when Moses had 
attained his full age of f{trength, and :was become a 
perfect man, we bcftowed on him wifdom and know- 
ledge: and thus do we reward the upright. And he 
went into the city, at a time -when the inhabitants 
thereof obferved not what paffed in the ftreets?: and 
he found: thercin two men fighting ;.the one being of 
his own party, and the other of his enemies‘: And 
he who was of his party, begged his affiltance againft 
him who was of the contrary party; and Moszs 
{truck him with his fift, and flew him: but being forry 
for what had happened, he faid, This is of the work 
of the devil‘; for he 1s a feducing and an open ene- 
my. And he faid, O Lorn, verily I have injured 
my own foul: whcrefore forgive me. So GOD for- 
gave him; for he is ready to forgive, and merciful. 
He faid, O Lorn, by the favours with which thou 
haft favoured me, I will aot<be an affiftant to the 
wicked for the future. And the next morning he 
was afraid in the city, and looked about him, as one 
apprehenfive of danger: and behold, he whom he had 


"© See chap. 20. p. 141. 

« When the inhabitants obferved 
not, &c.|—viz. At noon; at which 
time it 1s ufual, in thofe countries, 
for people to retire to fleep; or, as 


others rather fuppofe, alittle within 


night. Bye 
° The one being of his own party, 
and the other of his enemies. |—1. ¢. 


The one being an Ifraelite, of his 
own -rcligion and nation, and the 
other an idolatrous Egyptian. * 

f This is the work the ie 
Mohammed allows that Mofes killed 
the Egyptian wfongfully; but, to 
excufe it, fuppofes that he flruck 
him without defigning to kill him, 


affifted 
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affifted the day before, cried out unto him for help a 
{econd time. But Moses faid unto him, Thou art 
plainly a quarrelfome fellow. And when he fought 
to lay hold on him who was an enemy unto them 
both, he faid, O Moses, doft thou intend to kill 
me, as thou killed{t a man yefterday *? Thou feekcft 
only to be an oppreffor in the earth, and feckeft not 
to be a reconciler of quarrels. And a certain man®* 
came from the farther part of the city, running 
haftily, and faid, O Moszs, verily the magiftrates 
are deliberating concerning thee, to put thee to 
death: depart therefore; I certainly advife thee well. 
Wherefore he departed out of the city in great fear, 
looking this way and that, left he fhould be purfued. 
And he faid, O Lorn, deliver me from the unjuft 
people. And when he was journeying towards 
Mavian, he faid, Peradventure my Lorp will di- 
reCt me in the right way’, And when he arrived at 
the water of Manian, he found about the well a 
‘company of men, who were watering their flocks. 
And he found, befides them, two women, who kept 
off their fheep at a diftance. And he faid unto them, 
What is the matter with you? They anfwered, We 
fhall not water our flock, until the fhepherds fhall have 
driven away theirs; for our father is an old man, 
ftricken in years. So Moses watered their fheep for 


¢ He faid, O Mofes, wilt thou kill him to death, gave him immediate 
me, &c ]~Some fuppofe thefe words notice to provide for his fafety by 
to have been fpoken by the Ifraqfite, ** flight. 
who, becaufe Mofes had reprimanded ' Peradventure my Loro will di- 
him, imagined he was going to flrike re& me, &c. !—For Moles knew not 
him; and others, by the Egvptian, the way, and coming toa place where 
who either knew or fufpected that three roads met, committed himfelf 
Moles had killed his countryman the — to the guidance of Gon, and took the 
day before. middle road, which was the night; 

» A certain man.]—This perfon, providence likewife {o ordering it, 
{ays the tradition, was an Egyptian, _ that his purfuers took the other two 
and Pharaoh’s uncle’s fon, but a roads, and miffed him (1). Some 
truc believer; who finding that the fay that he was led by an angel is 
king had been informed of what the appearance of a traveller (2), 
Mofes had done, and defigned to put 


ve (1) Al Brrpawi, (2) JaLLaLo’ppin. . 


them; 
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them"; and afterwards retired to the fhade, faying, 
O Lorop, verily I ftand in need of the good which 
thou fhalt fend down unto me. And one of the 
dam{els' came unto him, walking bafhfully, and faid, 
My father calleth thec, that he may recompenfe thee 
for the trouble which thou haft taken in watering our 
fheep for us. And when he was come unto SHoats, 
and had told him the ftory of his adventures, he fajd 
unto him, Fear not; thou haft efcaped from unjuft 
people. And one of the damfels faid, My father, 
hire him for certain wages: the beft fervant thou 
canft hire, is an able and trufty perfon™ And 
SHoais faid unto Moses, Verily I will give thee one 
of thefe my two daughters in marriage, on condition 
that thou ferve me for hire eight years: and if thou 
fulfil ten years, it is in thine own breaft; for I feek 
not to impofe a hardfhip on thee: and thou fhalt find 
me, if Gon pleafe, a man of probity. Moses an- 
fwered, Let this be the covenant between me and thee: 
whichfoeyer of the two terms I fhall fulfil, let it be 
no crime in meif I then quit thy fervice; and Gop is 
witnefs of that which we fay. And when Moses 
had fulfilled the term®, and was journeying with his 
family towards Ecyrt, he faw fire on the fide of 


* Mofes watered their fheep for 
them. ]—By rolling away a ftone of 
a prodigious weight, which had been 
Jaid over the mouth of the well b 
the fhepherds, and required no Icfs 
than feven men (though fome name 
a much larger number) to remove it 


1). 
C One of the damfels.J—This was 
Sefara (or Zipporah) the elder, or, 
as others fuppofe, the younger.daugh- 
ter of Shoaib, whom Mofes after. 
wards married. 
* An able and she perfon. J~The 
irl, being afked by her father how 
the knew Mofes deferved this cha- 
raéter, told him that he had removed 
the vait flone above-mentioned, 


1) Idem enterp. Yanya. 


without any affiftance; and that he 
looked not in her face, but held down 
his head till he had heard her mef- 
fage, and defired her to walk behind 
him, becayfe the wind ruffled her 

arments a little, and difcovered 
ome part of her legs (2). 

a When Mofes had fulfilled the 
term. ]-viz. The longeft term of ten 
years. The Mohammedans fay, after 
the Jews (3), that Mofes received 
from Shoaib the rod of the prophets 
(which was a branch of a myrtle of 

aradife, and had defcended to him 
from Adam) to keep off the wild 
beafts from his fheep; and that this 
was the rod with which he performed 
all thofe wonders.in Egypt. 


(¢) Tidem, (3) V. Shalth. 


akkab,p, 12. R. Exvizz, Pirke,c. 40, &c. 


mount 
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mount Sinai. And he faid unto his family, Tarry 
ye here ; for I fee fire: peradventure I may bring 
ou thence fome tidings of the way*, or at leaft a 
brand out of the fire, that ye may be warmed. And 
when he was come thereto, a voice cried unto him 
from the right fide of the valley, in the facred bot- 
tom, from the tree, faying, O Moszs, verily I am 
‘Gop, the Lorp of all creatures: caft down now thy 
‘rod. And when he faw that it moved, as though 
it had been a ferpent, he retreated and fled, and re- 
turned not. And GOD faid unto him, O Moses, 
draw near, and fear not; for thou art fafe. Put 
thy hand into thy bofom, and it fhall come forth 
white, without any hurt: and draw back thy hand? 
unto thee which thou ftretcheft forth for fear. Thefe 
fhall be two evident figns from thy Lorp, unto 
Puaraou and his princes; for they are a wicked 
people. Moszs faid, O Lorp, verily I have flain 
one of them; and I fear they will put me to death: 
but my brother Aaron is of a more eloquent tongue 
than I am; wherefore fend him with me for an af- 
filtant, that he may gain me credit; for I fear left 
they accufe me of impofture. GOD faid, We will 
{trengthen thy arm by thy brother, and we will 
give each of you extraordinary power, fo that they 
{hall not come up to you, in our figns. Ye two, 
and whoever fhall follow you, fhall bc the conque- 
rors. And when Moses came unto them with our 
evident figns, they faid, This is no other than a de- 
ceitful piece of forcery: neither have we heard of 
any thing lke this among our fore-fathers. And 
Moses faid, My Lorp beft knoweth who cometh 
with a dire€tion from him; and who fhall have fuc- 
cefs in this life, as well as the next: but the unjuft 


° See chap. 20. p. 199. firetch forth their wings to fly away 

P Draw back thy hand.J—-Lite- when they are frighted, aid fold 
tally, thy win : the expreffion al- them together again when they 
ludes to the agtion of birds, which think themfelves fecave (1). 


(1) Al Berpawn. 


fhalt 
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fhall not profper... And Puaraon faid, O princes, 
I did not know that ye had any other god befides 
me%, Wherefore do thou, O Haman, burn me 
clay into bricks ; and build me a high tower’, that I 
may afcend unto the Gop of Mosss: for I verily 
believe him to be a liar. And both he and his forces 
behaved themfelves infolently and unjuftly in the 
earth ; and imagined that they fhould not be brought 
before us to be judged. Wherefore we took him and 
his forces, and caft them into the fea. Behold, 
therefore, what was the end of the unjuft. And we 
made them deceitful guides, inviting their followers to 
hell-fire; and on the day of refurreétion they fhall 
not be fcreened from punifhment. We purfued them 
with a curfe in this life; and on the day of refurrec- 
tion they fhall be fhamefully reyeéted. And we gave 
‘the book of the law unto Moses, after we had de- 
{troyed the former generations, to enlighten the 
minds of men, and for a direction, and a mercy; 
-that peradventure they might confider. Thou, O 
prophet, waft not on the welt fide of mount Sinaz, 
when we delivered Moses his commiffion: neither 
walt thou one of thofe who were prefent at his receiv- 
ing it: but we railed up feveral generations afie 
Moses; and life.was prolonged unto them. Neither 
didft thou dwell among the inhabitants of Mapran, 
rehearfing unto them our figns; but we have fent 
thee fully inftruétedincevery particular, Nor waft thou 

refent on the fide of the mount, when we called 
unto Moses: but thou art fent as a mercy from thy 


* Sec chap. 26. p. 911. 
© A high tower. J—Iris faid that 
Haman, having prepared bricks and 
other materials, employed no Jefs 
‘than fifty thoufand men, befides 
Jabourers, in the building; which 
_ they carried to fo immenfean heizhr, 
that the workmen could no longer 
fland on it: that Phaiaoh, afcend- 
ing this tower, threw a jevelin to- 


wards heaven, which fell back again 
ftained with blood, whereupon he 
impioufly boafted that he had killed 
the Gop of Mofes; but at fun-f{et 
Gop fent the ange! Gabriel, who 
with one flroke of his wing demo- 
lifhed the tower, a part whereof, 
falling on the king’s army, de- 
ftroyed a million of men (1). 


ft) Al Zam anuswaRt. 


Lorp; 
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Lorp; that thou mighteft preach unto a_ people 
to whom no preacher hath come before thee *, that 
peradventure they may be warned ; and left, if a ca- 
lamity ‘had befallen them, for that which their hands 
had previoully committed, they fhould have faid, O 
Lorp, fince thou haft not fent an apoftle unto us, 
that we might follow thy figns, and become true be- 
lievers, are we not excufable ? Yet when the truth is 
come unto them from before us, they fay, Unlefs 
he receive the fame power to work miracles as Moses 
received, we will not believe. Have they not like- 
wife rejefted the revelation which was herctofore 
_given unto Moses? They fay, Two cunning im- 
poftures', ‘have mutually affitted one another: and 
they fay, Verily we reje&t them both. Say, Pro- 
duce therefore a book from Gop, which is more 
right than thefe two, that I may follow it; if ye 
fpeak truth. But if they return thee no anfwer, 
know that they only follow their own defires: and 
who erreth more widely from the truth than he who 
followeth his own defire, without a direction from 
Gop? verily Gop direéteth not the unjuft people. 
And now have we caufed our word to come unto 
them, that they may be admonifhed. They unto 
whom we have given the {criptures which were re- 
vealed before it, believe in the fame; and when it 4s 
read unto them, fay, We bclieve therein; it is cer- 
tainly the truth from our Lorp: verily we were 
Moflems before this Thefe fhall receive their. re- 
ward twice”, becaufe they have perlevered, and re- 
pel evil by good, and diftribute alms out of that 
which we have beftowed on them ; and when they 


* Unto a people unto whom no mentals, before the revelation ‘of 
pens hak come before thee.]—~ the Koian, which we receive be- 
hatis, tothe Aiabians; to whom caufe it is confonant to the {crip- 
no prophet had been fent, at lealt tures, and attefted to by them. 
fince Himacl. The paflage intends thofe Jews and 
«Two cunning mip ee Chriftians who had embraced Mo- 
The Pentateuch and the Koran. hammedifm. oe 
Some copies read, Two impoftors, ~ ‘hefe fhall receive their reward 
meaning Mofes and Mohammed. twice. ]}—Becaufe they have believed 
-- “ We were Moflems before this.] both in their own fcriptures, and in 
—Holding the fame faith in funda- the Koran, 


hear 
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hear vain difcourfe, avoid the fame, faying, We 
have our works, and ye have your works: peace be 
on you™; we covet not the acquaintance of the ig- 
norant. Verily thou canft not dire& whom thou 
wilt: but Gop dire&teth whom he pleafeth; and he 
beft knoweth thofe who will fubmit to be dire&ed. 
The Meccawns fay, If we follow the fame dire&ion 
with thee, we fhall be forcibly expelled our land’, 
Have we not eftablifhed for them a fecure afylum *? 
to which fruits of every fort are brought, as a pro- 
vifion of our bounty; but the greater part of them 
do not underftand. How many cities have we de- 
flroyed, whofe inhabitants lived in eafe and plenty ? 
and thefe their dwellings are not inhabited after 
them, unlefs for a little while*; and we were the 
inheritors of their wealth’. But thy Lorp did not 
deftroy thofe cities, until he had fent unto their ca- 
pital an apoftle, to rehearfe our figns unto them: 
neither did we deftroy thofe cities, unlefs their inha- 
bitants were injurious to their apoftle. The things 
which are given you, are the provifions of this pre- 
fent life, and the pomp thereof; but that which is 
with Gop, is better and more durable: will ye not 
therefore underfland ? Skall he then, unto whom we 
have promifed an excellent promife of future happi- 
nefs, and who fhall attain the fame, be as he on 


* See chap. 25. p. 208. not. !. 

Y If we follow thy direftion, we 
fhall he forcibly expelled our land. J 
— This obje&ion was made by Al Ha- 
reth Ebn Othman Ebn Nawfal Ebn 
Abd Menaf, who came to Moham- 
med and told him that the Koreifh 
believed he preached the truth, but 
were apprehenfive, that, if they made 
the Arabs their enemies by quittin 
their religion, they would be oblige 
likewife to quit Mecca, being but a 
handful of men, in comparifon to 
the whole nation (1). 


* Have we not eflablifhed for 


them a fecure afy lum ?]—By giving 


them for their habitation the facred 
territory of Mecca, a place pro- 
te€ted by Gon, and reverenced by 


man. 
* Unilefs for a little while. ]—That 
is, for aday, or a few hours only, 
while travellers flay there to reft 
and refrefh themfelves ; or, as the 
original may allo fignify, unlefs b 
a fos inhabitants: fome of thofe 
ancient cities and dwellings being 
utterly defolate, and others thinly 
inhabited. 
_ > We were the inheritors of their 
wealth. ]—There being none left to 
enjoy it after them. 


(1) Al Bzrpaw:. 


whom 
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n we have beftowed the provifion of this prefent 
ae who, on the day of refurreétion, fhall be 
one of thofe who are delivered up to eternal punifh- 
ment? On that day GOD fhall call unto them, and 
fhall fay, Where are my partners, which ye imagined 
to be fo? And they upon whom the fentence of dam- 
nation fhall be juftly pronounced, fhall anfwer, Thee, 
O Lorp, are thofe whom we feduced; we feduced 
them as we alfo had been feduced: but now we clearly 
quit them, and turn unto thee. They did not worfhip 
us, but their own lufts®. And it fhall be faid unto the 
idolaters, Ca!l now upon thofe whom ye affociated with 
GOD: and they fhall call upon them, but they fhall 
not anfwer them; and they fhall fee the pumfhment 
prepared for them, and fhall wifh that they had fub- 
mitted to be direfted. On that day GOD fhall call 
unto them, and fhall fay, What anfwer did ye return 
to our meffengers? But they fhall not be able to give 
an account thereof on that day *; neither fhall they afk 
one another for information. Howbcit whofo fhall 
repent and believe, and fhall do that which is right, 
may expeét to be happy. Thy Lorn createth what he 
pleafeth ; and choofeth freely: but they have no free 
choice. Praife be unto Gop; and far be he removed 
from the idols which they affociate with him! Th 
Lorp knoweth both the fecret malice which their 
breafls conceal, and the open hatred which they dif- 
cover. He is Gop; there is no Gop but he. Unto 
him is the praife due, both in this life and in that which 
is to come: unto him doth judgment belong; and _ be- 
fore him fhall ye be aflembled at the laft-day. Says 
What think ye? If Gop fhould cover you with per- 
petual night, until the day of refurreGion; what 
god, befides Gop, would bring you light? Will ye 
not therefore hearken?. Say, What think ye? If 
Gop fhould give you continual day, uritil the day of 

© See chap. to. p, 5. them; for the confternation they 
* They fhall not be able to give fhall then be under, will render them 


an account thereof. ]—Literally, The ftupid, and unable to return an an- 
account thereof hhall be dark unto {wer. 


Vou, Il. Q refur- 


242 Ar KORAN. Crap. 28. 


refurrection ; what god, befides Gon, would bring 
you night, that ye may reft therein? Will ye not 
therefore confider? Of his mercy he hath made for 
you the night and the day, that ye may reft in the 
one, and may feek to obtain provifion for yourfelves 
of his abundance, by your induftry in the other; and 
that ye may give thanks. On a certain day GOD 
fhall call unto them, and fhall fay, Where are my 
partners, which ye imagined to fhare the divine power 
with me? And’ we will produce a witnefs out of every 
nation®, and will fay, Bring hither your proof of 
what ye have afferted. And they fhall know that the 
right is Gon’s alone; and the deities which they have 
devifed fhall abandon them. Karun was of the 
people of Moses‘; but he bchaved infolently to- 


e A witnefs out of every nation. ]- 
viz. The prophet who fhall have been 
fens (o cach nation. 

' Karfin was of the people of 
Mofes.|——The commentators fay, 
Karan was the fon of Yefhar (or 
Izhar) the uncle of Mofes; and 
confeqguently make him the fame 
with the Korah of the {eriptuies. 
"This perfon is reprefented by them 
asthe moft beautiful of the Iirael- 
stes, and fu far inrpafling them all 
in opulency, that the riches of Ka- 
run have become a proverb. ‘Lhe 
Mohammedans are indebted to the 
Jews for -this lull cucumflance, to 
which they have added feveral other 
fubles: forthey tcl] us that he built 
a large palace overlaid with gold, 
the doors whereof were of mafly 
gold; that he became fo infolent, 
becaufe of his tmmenfe riches, as 
to raile a fedition againft Motes ; 
though fome prctend he occafion of 
his rebellion to have been his un- 
willinguefs to give alms, as Mofes 
had commanded; that one day, 
when that prophet was preaching 
to the people, and, among other 
Jaws which he publifhed, declared 
that adulterers fhould be floned, 


= 


wards 


Wartin afked him, what if he fhould 
be found guilty of the fame crime? 
to which Mofes anfwered, that in 
fuch cafe he would fuffer the fame 
punifhment; and thereupon Karan 
produced a harlot, whom he had 
hired to fwear that Mofes had lain 
with her, and charged him pub- 
licly with it; but on Mofes’s ad- 
jung the woman to fpeak the 
truth, her refolution failed her, and 
fhe confeffed that fhe was fuborned 
by Karin to accufe him wrongfully ; 
that then Gon direéted Mofes a 
had complained to him of this 
ufage, to command the earth what 
he pleafed, and it fhould obey him; 
whereupon he faid, O earth; {wal- 
low them up! and that immediately 
the earth opened under Karin and 
his confederates, and fwallowed 
them up, with his palace and all 
his riches (1). There goes a tra- 
dition, that as Karan funk pradu- 
ally into the ground, firft to his 
knees, then to his waift, then to 
his neck, he cried out four feveral 
times, O Moles, have mercy on me! 
but that Mofys continued to fay, O 
earth, {wallow them up, till at laf 
he wholly difappeared: upon which 

Gop 


(3) Apc’uraca, Jarnaco’opin, Al Berpaw:. 
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s them: for we had: given him fo much trea- 
seg that his keys would have loaded feveral {trong 
men® When his people faid unto him, Rejoice 
not immoderately ; for Gop loveth not thofe who re- 
joice in their riches immoderately : but feek to attain, 
by means of the wealth which Gop hath given thee, 
the future manfion of paradife’. And forget not 
thy portion in this world; but be thou bounteous 
unto others, as Gop hath been bounteous unto thee : 
and feek not to aét corruptly in the earth; for Gop 
loveth not the corrupt doers. He anfwered, I have 
received thefe riches, only becaufe of the knowledge 
which is with me‘. Did he not know that Gop 
had already deftroyed, before him, feveral genera- 
tions, who were mightier than he in ftrength, and 
had amaffed more abundance of riches? And the 
wicked fhall not be afked to difcover their crimes. 
And Karun went forth unto his people, in his 
pomp*. And they who loved this prefent life, faid, 
Oh that we had the like wealth, as hath been 
given unto Karun! verily he is mafter of a great 
fortune. But on thofe whom knowledge hath been 
beftowed, anfwered, Alas for you! the reward of 
Gop in the next life, will be better unto him who 


habitations (2). ; 

‘ Becaufe of the knowledge which 
is with me. ]—For fome fay he was 
the molt learned of all the Ifraelites, 


Gop faid to Mofes, Thou hadft no 
mercy on Karin, though he afked 
pardon of thee four times; but I 
would have had compaflion on him, 


if he had afked pardon of me but 
once (1), 

s Several men. ]——The original 
word properly fignifies any number 
of perfons from ten to forty. Some 

retend thefe keys were a fufficient 
oad for feventy men; and Abu’lfeda 
fays forty mules ufed to be employed 
to carry them. 

This paflage is parallel to that in 
the New Teftament, Make to your- 
{elves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteoufnels; that when ye fail, they 
may receive you into everlafting 


(1) Al Berpawr. V. D’Heasec. Bibl. Orient. Art. Carun, 
(3) V. R. Gugvac. Shalfh, hakkab. p. 13. 


O2 


Xv1. 9. 
zaLo’opin, Al Brivaw. 


and the beft verfed in the law, after 
Mofes and Aaron; others pretend 
he was fkilled in chymiftry, or in 
merchandifing, or other arts of 
gain; and others fuppofe (as the 
Jews alfo fable (9), that he found 
out the treafures of Jofeph in Egypt 


ye 
* In his pomp. }—It is faid he rode 
on a white mule, adorned with trap- 
pings of gold, and that he was 
clothed in purple, and attended by 
four thoufand men, all well mounted 


and richly dreft. . 


(2) Luke 
(4) Jans 


fhall 
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fhall believe and do good works: but none fhall. at- 
tain the fame, except thofe who perfevere with con- 
ftancy. And we cauled the ground to cleave in {un- 
der, and to fwallow up hin and his palace: and he 
had no forces to defend him, befides Gop : neither 
was he refcued from punifhment. And the next 
morning, thofe who had coveted his condition the day 
before, faid, Aha! verily Gop beftoweth abundant 
provifion on fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth; and 
he is {paring unto whom he pleafeth. Unlefs Gop had 
been gracious unto us, certainly the earth had {wal- 
lowed us up alfo. Aha! the unbelievers fhall not 
profper. As to this future manfion of paradife, we 
will give it unto them who feek not to exalt themfelves 
in the earth, or to do wrong; for the happy iffue fhall 
attend the pious. Wholo doth good, fhall receive a 
reward which fhall exceed the merit thereof: but as to 
hin who doth evil, they who work evil fhall be re- 
warded according to the merit only of that which they 
fhall have wrought. Verily he who hath given thee 
the Koran for a rule of faith and pra€ticc, will ccr- 
tainly bring thee back home unto Mecca’. Say, My 
Lory beit knoweth who cometh with a true dire&tion, 
and who is ina manieft error. Thou didft not ex- 
peat that the book of the Koran fhould be delivered 
uno thee: butthou haft reccived it through the mercy 
of thy Lorn. Be not therefore affifting to the unbe- 
licvers; neither Ict them turn thee afide from the 
figns of Gon, afier they have been fent down unto 
tice: and invite men unto thy Lorp. And be not 
thou an idolater; neither invoke any other god, to- 
gether with the ue Gon: there is none but he. 
Every thing fhall perifh, except himfelf: unto him 
belongeth judgment; and before him fhall yc be af- 
fembled at the laft-day. 


Yc who hath given thee the Ko-  Johfa, in his flight from Mecca to 
ran, will bring thee back to Mecca.] Medina, to comfort him, and ftilt 
—This verfe, fome fay, wasrevesled his complaints. 
to Mohammed when he arrived at 
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C H A P. XXIX. 


Intitled, The Spider”; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.°. Do men imagine that it fhall be fuf- 

e ficient for them? to fay, We believe; while 
they be not proved? We heretofore proved thofe 
who were before them; for Gop will furely know 
them who are fincere, and he will furely know the 
liars. Do they who work evil think that they fhall 
prevent us from taking vengeance on them? An ill 
judgment do they make. Whofo hopeth to meet 
Gop, verily Gon’s appointed time will certainly 
come; and he both heareth and knoweth. Whoever 
ftriveth to promote the true religion, ftriveth for the 
advantage of his own foul; for Gop needeth not any 
of his creatures; and as to thofe who believe and 
work righteoufnefs, we will expiate their evil deeds 
from them; and we will give them a reward accord- 
ing to the utmoft merit of their aétions. We have 
commanded man to fhew kindnefs towards his pa- 
rents: but if they endeavour to prevail with thee to 
affociate with me that concerning which thou haft 


™ Tranfient mention is made of 
this infe&t, towards the middle of 
the chapter. 

= Some think the firft ten verfes, 
ending with thefe words, And he 
well knoweth the hypocrites, were 
revealed at Medina, and the reft at 
Mecca; and others believe the re- 
verfe, 

° See the Prelim. Difc. feé. III. 
p. 78, &c. 

P That it fhall be fufficient for 
them.]—Literally, That they thall 
be let alone, &c, 

4 While they be not praved.] — 
This paffage reprehends the impatie 


ence of fome of the prophet’s com- 
pamous, under the hardibips which 
they fuftained in defence of their re- 
ligion, and the loffes which they 
uffered from the infidels; repre- 
fenting to them that fuch trials and 
affliGions were neceffary to diftin- 
guifh the fincere perfon from the 
hypacrite, and the fleady from the 
wavering, Some fuppofe it to have 
been occafioned by the death of 
Mahja, Omar’s flave, killed by an 
arrow at the battle of Bedr, which 
was cepy lamented and laid to 


heart by his wife ag parents (1). 


(3) Al Berpaw:. 


Q 3 


Qo . 
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no knowledge, obey them not’. Unto me fhall ye 
rcturn; and I will declare unto you what ye have 
done. Thofe who belicve, and fhall work righteouf- 
nefs, we will furely introduce into paradife, among 
the upright. There are fome men who fay, We be- 
lieve in Gop; but when fuch a one is affli@ed for 
Gon’s fake, he efteemeth the perfecution of men to 
be as grievous as the punifhment of Gon. Yet if fuc- 
cefs cometh from thy Lorp, they fay, Verily we 
are with you. Doth not Gop weil know that which 
is in the breafts of his creatures? Verily Gop well 
knoweth the true believers, and he well knoweth 
the hypocrites. The unbclievers fay unto thofe who 
belicve. Follow our way; and we will bear your 
fins. © Howbeit they fhall not bear any part of their 
fins ; for they are liars: but they fhall furely bear 
their own burdens, and other burdens befides their 
own burdens‘; and they fhall be cxamined, on the 
day of refurreclion, concerning that which they have 
falfely devifed. We heretofore fent Noau unto his, 
people ; and he: tarried among them one thoufand 
years, fave fifty years: and the deluge took them 

aways 
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is true, if the whole life of Noah be 


’ If they endeavour to prevail 
reckoned ; and accordingly Abu’l- 


with thee to affociate with me that 


concerning which thou hafi no know- 
fedge.J—That 1s, if they endeavour 
to pervert thee to idolatry. The 
saltage is faid to have been revealed 
on account of Saad Ebn Abi Wak- 
kas and his mother Hamna, who, 
when fhe heard that her fon had cm- 
braced Mohammedifm, {wore that 
fhe would neither catnor drink till he 
returned to his old religion, and kept 
her oath for three davs (1). 

* Other burdensh: fides their own. ] 
—-viz, The guilt of {educing others, 
which fhall be added to the guilt of 
their own obftinacy, without di- 
minifling the guilt of fuch as fhall 
be feduced by them. 

* Noah tarned among his_ people 
nine hundred and fifty years. }—This 


( } ) Idem, 


(2) Idem, Zamaku, 


foda fays he was fent to preach in 
his two hundred and fifmeth year, 
and that he lived in all nine bune 

dred and fifty: but the text feemin 
to {peak of thole ycars only, ach 
he {pent in preaching to the wicked 
antediluvians, the commentators fup- 
pofe him to have lived much longer. 
Some fay the whole length of his 
hife was a thoufand and hfty years ; 
that his miffion happened in the 
fortieth year of his age, and that 
he lived after the flood fixty years 
(2): and others give different num- 

bers; one, 1n particular, pretendin 

that Noah lived near fixteen hundre 
years (3). 7 ; 
This circumftance, fays al Bei- 
dawi, was mentioned to encourage 
Mohammed, 


(3) Caan, apud Yahyam. 
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away, while they were acting unjuftly; but we de- 
livered him and‘thofe who were in the ark, and we 
made the fame * a fign unto all creatures. We alfo 
fent ABranu Am; when he faid unto his people, Serve 
Gop, and fear him: this will be better for you; if 
ye underftand. Ye only worfhip idols befides Gon, 
and forge a lie. Verily thofe which ye worfhip, be- 
fides Gop, are not able to make any provifion for 
you: {eek therefore your provifion from Gop; and 
ferve him, and give thanks unto him; unto him 
fhall ye return. If ye charge me with impofture”, 
verily fundry nations before you likewife charged their 
prophets with impofture: but public preaching only 
is incumbent on an apoftle. Do they not fee how 
Gop produccth creatures, and afterwards reftoreth 
them*? Verily this is cafy with Gop. Say, Go 
through the earth, and fee how he originally pro- 
duced creatures: aftcrwards will Gop re-produce 
another production; for Gop is almighty. He will 
punifh whom he pleafeth, and he will have mercy 
on whom he pleafeth. Before him fhall ye be brought 
at the day of judgment: and ye fhall not efcape his 
reach, either in earth, or in heaven’; neither fhall 
ye have any patron or defender befides Gop. As for 
thofe who believe not in the figns of Gon, or that 
they fhall meet him at the refurreflion, they fhall 


dcipair of my mercy, and 


nifhment prepared. And 


Mohammed, and to affure him that 
Gon, who fupported Noah fo many 
years againft the oppofition and 
plots of the antediluvian infidels, 
would not fail to defend him againft 
all the attempts of the idolatrous 

eccans and their partifans. 

“ The fame. ]—i. e. The ark. 

_If ye charge me with impoflure, 
&c.]——This feems to be part 0 
Abraham’s fpeech to his eople: but 
fome fuppofe that Gon here {fpeaks, 
by way of apoftrophe, firft to the 
Koreifh, and afterwards to Moham- 
med; and that the parenthelis is 
continued to thefe words, And the 


2 


for them is a painful pu- 
the anfwer of his people 


anfwer of his pronle was no other, 
&c.]—In which cafe we fhould have 
faid, If ye charge Mohammed your 
apoltle with impofture, &c. 

* Do they not fee how Gop pro- 
duceth creatures, and afterwards re- 
floreth them? ]—The infidels are bid 
to confider how Gop caufeth the 
fruits of the earth to {pring forth, 
and reneweth them every year, as 
in the preceding; which 1s an are 
gument of his power to raife man, 
whom he created at fir, to life 
again after death, at his own ap- 
pointed times 


Y See pfalm cxxxix. 7, &c. 
4 was 
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was no other than that they faid, Slay him, or burn 
him. But Gon faved him from the fire. Verily 
herein were figns unto people who believed. And 
ABRAHAM faid, Ye have taker idols, befides Gop, 
to cement affection between you in this life: but on 
the day of refurrettion, the one of you fhall deny the 
other, and the one of you fhall curfe the other ; and 
your abode fhall be hell-fire, and there fhall be none 
to deliver you. , And Lor believed on him. And 
Axsrauao faid, Verily I fly from my people, unto the 
lace which my Lorp hath commanded me; for he is 
the mighty, the wife. And we gave him Isaac, 
and Jacozg; and we placed among his defcendants 
the gift of prophecy and the {criptures: and we gave 
him his reward inthis world; and in the next he 
fhall be one of the nghteous. We alfo fent Lor; 
when he faid unto his people, Do ye commit filthi- 
nefs which no creature hath committed before you ? 
Do ye approach luftfully unto men, and lay wait in 
the highways*, and commit wickednefs in your af- 
fembly® ? And the anfwer of his people was no other 
than that they faid, Bring down the vengeance of 
Gop upon us, if thou {peakeft truth. Lor faid, O 
Lorn, defend me againft the corrupt people. And 
when our mefflengers came unto ABRAHAM with 
good tidings*, they faid, We will furely deftroy the 
inhabitants of this city; for the inhabitants thereof 
are unjuft docrs. Asbranam aniwered, Verily Lor 
dwelleth there. They replied, We well know who 
dwelleth therein: we will furely deliver him and his 
family, exccpt his wife; fhe fhall be one of thofe 
who remain bchind. And when our mcffengers came 
unto Lot, he was troubled for them, and his arm 
was ftraitened concerning them’. But they faid, 
Fear not, neither be grieved ; for we will deliver 


* See chap. 21. p. 158. » And commit wickednefs in your 
* And lay wait in the highways. ]- affembly. }—~Their meetings being 
Some fuppofe the Sodomites robbed f{cenes of obfcenity and riot. 
and murdered the pafflengers; others, © See aa 11. p. 26, 
at they unnaturallyMabpied their  ¢ See sbid, p. 2 
ies. 


~thee 
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‘thee and thy family, except thy wife; for fhe fhall 
be one of thofe who remain behind. We will furely 
bring down upon the inhabitants of this city ven- 
geance from heaven, for that they have been wicked 
doers: and we have left thereof a manifeft fign* unto 
people who underftand. And unto the inhabitants of 
Mapbran we fent their brother Sroais; and he {aid 
unto them, O my people, ferve Gon, and expeét the 
laft-day ; and tran{grefs not, acting corruptly in the 
earth. But they accufed him of impofture : where- 
fore a ftorm from heavenf affailed them, and in the 
morning they were found in their dwellings dead and 
proftrate. And we alfo deftroyed the tribes of AD, 
and THamup; and‘this is well known unto you 
from what yet remains of their dwellings. And Sa- 
TAN prepared their works for them, and turned 
them afide from the way of truth; although they 
were fagacious people. And we likewifle deftroyed K a- 
rnuNy and Pyaraou, and Haman. Moses came 
‘into them with evident miracles; and they behaved 
themielves infolently inthe earth: but they could not 
efcape our vengeance. Every of them did we deftroy 
in this fin. Againit fome of them we fent a violent 
wind®: fome of them did a tcrrible noife from heaven 
deftroy": fome of them did we caufe the earth to {wal- 
jow up!: and fome of them we drowned *. Neither 
was Gop difpofed to treat them unjuftly ; but they dealt 
unjuftly with their own fouls. The likenefs of thofe 
who take other patrons befides Gon, is as the hikenefs 


© We have left thereof a fign.]— 
viz. The ftory of its deflruétion, 
handed down by common traditi- 
‘n; or elfe its ruins, or fome other 
iootfteps of this fignal judgment : 
wt being pretended that feveral of 
the flones, which fell from heaven 
on thofe cities, are ftill to be feen, 
and that the pround where they 
ftood appears burnt and brackifh. 

eec ap. 7. - 203. 

_© Againft fome of them we fent a 
violent wind.]—The original word 
properly fignifies a wind that drives 


the gravel and fmall ftones before it ; 
by which the florm, or fhower of 
ftones, which deftroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, feems to be intended, 

» Some of them did a terrible noife 
from heaven deftroy.]—Which wag 
the end of Ad and Thamud. 

* Some of them did we caufe the 
earth to fwallow up.]——As it did 

arin. 

* Some of them we drowned. ]— 
As the unbelievers in Noah’s uume, 


and Pharaoh agg his army, 
of 
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of the fpider, which maketh herfelf a houfe: but the 
weakeft of all houfes furely is the houfe of the fpi- 
der; if they knew this. Morcover Cop knoweth 
what things they invoke, befides him ; and he is the 
mighty, the wife. Thefe fimilitudes do we pro- 
pound unto men: but none underftand them, ex- 
cept the wife. Gop hath created the heavens and 
the earth in truth, verily herein is a fign unto the 
X XI, true believers. * Rehcarfe that which hath been re- 
vealed unto thee of the book of the Korax: and be 
conftant at prayer; for praycr preferveth a man 
from filthy crimes, and from that which is blama- 
ble; and the remembering of Gop is furely a mott 
important duty. Gop knoweth that which ye do. 
Difpute not againit thofe who have received the 
{criptures, unlefs in‘the mildcft manner!; except 
againft fuch of them as behave injurioufly towards 
you: and fay, We believe in the revelation which 
hath been fent down unto us, and alfo in that which 
hath been fent down unto you; our Gop and your 
Gop is one, and unto him are we refigned. ‘Thus 
have we fent down the book of the Koran unto 
thee: and they unto whom we have given the former 
{cripturcs, believe therein ; and of thefe Arabians al- 
fo there is who believeth therein ; and nonce rejcét our 
figns, except the obftinate infidels. Thou couldeft 
not read any book before this; neither couldeft thou 
write it with thy right-hand: then had the gainfay- 
ers juflly doubted of the divine original thereof. But 
the fame is evident figns in the breafts of thofe who 
have reccived underftanding: for none rejett our 
fions, except the unjuft. They fay, Unlefs a fign 
be fent down unto him from his Lorp, we will not 
beheve, Anfwer, Signs are in the power of Gop 
alone ; and I am no more than a public preacher. Is 
jt not fufficient for them that we have fent down unto 


! In the mildeft manner.J—i. e. fword; though fome think it re- 
Writhout ill language, or paffion. lates only to thofe who are in allt 
"This verfe‘is generally fuppofed to ance with the Moflcms. 
have been abrogated by thar of the 
thee 
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thee the book of the Koran, to be read unto them? 
Venily herein is a mercy, and an admonition unto 
people who belicve. Say, Gop 1s a lufficient wit- 
nefs between me and you; he knoweth whatever is 
in heaven and earth; and thofe who believe in vain 
idols, and deny Gon, they fhall perifh. They will 
urge thee to haften the punifirment which they defy 
thee to bring down upon them": if there had not been 
a determined time for their relpite, the punifhment had 
come upon them before this; but it fhall furely over- 
take them fuddenly, and they fhall not forcfee it. 
They urge thee to bring down vengeance fwiftly 
upon them: but hell fhail furely encompals the unbe- 
lievers. On a certain day their pumfhment fhall 
‘uddenly affail them, both. from above them, and 
from under their feet; and GOD fhall fay, Tafte ye 
the reward of that which ye have wrought. O my 
fervants who have bclieved, verily my earth is fpa- 
cious; whercfore ferve me". Every foul fhall tafte 
death: afterwards fhall ye return unto us; and as 
for thofe who fhall have believed, and wrought 
righteoufnefs, we will furcly lodge them in_ the 
higher apartments of paradife: rivers fhall flow be- 
neath them, and they fhall continuc thercin for ever. 
How excellent will be the reward of the workers of 
righteoufnefs ; who perfevecre with’ patience, and put 
their truft in their Lorn! How many beafts are 
there, which provide not their food? It is Gop who 
provideth food for them, and for you; and he both 
heareth and knoweth. Verily, if thou afk the 
Meccans, who hath created the heavens and the 
earth, and hath obliged the fun and the moon to 


™ See el ae p. 65. may eafily find places of refuge. 

° My earth is fpacious; wherefore Mohammed is faid to have declared, 
ferve me.]—That is, If ye cannot That whoever flies for the fake of 
ferve me inone city or country, fly his religion, though he flir but the 
unto another, where ye may pro- diftance of a {pan, merits paradife, 
Fefs the true religion in fafety; for and fhall be the compamion of Abra- 
the earth is wide enough, and ye hanrand of himfelf(1). 


(1) Al Baipawi, 
ferve 
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ferve in their courfes ? they will anfwer, Gop. How 
therefore do they lic, in acknowledging of other gods ? 
Gop maketh abundant provifion for fuch of his fer- 
vants as he pleafeth ; and is {paring unto him, if he 
pleafeth: for Gop knoweth all things. Verily if 
thou afk them, who fendeth rain from heaven, and 
thereby quickeneth the earth, after it hath been dead ; 
they willanfwer, Gop. Say, Gon be praifed! But 
the greater part of them do not underftand. This 
prefent life is no other than a toy, and a play-thing ; 
but the future manfion of paradile is life indeed: if 
they knew this, they would not prefer the former to the 
Jatter. When they fail in a fhip, they call upon 
Gop, fincerely exhibiting unto him the true religion: 
but when he bringeth them fafe to land, behold, 
they return to their idolatry; to fhew themfelves un- 
grateful for that which we have beftowed on them, 
and that they may enjoy the dclights of this life ; but 
they fhall hereafter know the iffue. Do they not fee 
that we have made the territory of Mecca an invi- 
olable and fecure afylum, when men are fpoiled in 
the countries round about them? Do they therefore 
believe in that which is vain, and acknowledge not 
the goodnefs of Gon? But who is more unjuft than 
he who devifeth a he againft Gop, or denieth the 
truth, when it hath come unto him? Is there not jn 
hel] an abode for the unbelievers? Whoever do their 
utmoft endeavour to promote our true religion, we 
will dire&t them into our ways; for Gop is with the 
rightcous, 


* Gon knoweth all things.J——— good, and who will make a bad uf 
And particularly who will make a of their riches. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Intitled, The Grzexs’; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.M.' The Greeks have been overcome by 
e the Perfians‘, in the nearcft part of the 


® The original word is al Rim; 
by which the later Greeks, or fubjeéts 
cf the Conftantinopolitan empire, are 
here meant; though the Arabs give 
the fame name alfo to the Romans, 
and other Europeans. , 

a Some except the verfe begin- 
ning at thefe words, Praife be unto 

OD. 


" See the Prelim, Difc. fe€. III. 
p- 78, &c. 

* The Greeks have been overcome 
bv the Perfians, &c.]—The accom- 
plifhment of the prophecy contained 
in this paflage, which is very famous 
among thc Mohammedans, being in- 
filed on by their dottors as a con- 
vincing proof that the Koran really 
caine down from heaven, it may be 
excufable to be a Iittle particular. 

The paflage is faid to have been 
revealed on occafion of a great vic- 
tory obtained by the Perfians over 
the Greeks, the news whereof com- 
ing to Mecca, the infidels became 
itrangely elated, and began to abufe 
Mohammed and his followers, ima- 

ining that this fuccefs of the Per- 
fans, who, like themfelves, were 
idolaters, and fuppofed to have no 
{criptures, againft the Chriftans, who 
pretended, as well as Mohammed, to 
worlhip one Gon, and to have divine 
{criptures, was an earnctt of their 
own future fuccefles againft the pro- 
phet and thofe of his religion: to 
check which vain hopes, it was fore- 
told, in the words of the text, that 


4 


(1) Jatraro'pprn, &c. 


land ; 


how improbable foever it might feem, 

vet the {cale fhould be turned in a 

few years, and the vanquifhed Greeks 

po as remarkably againft the 
erfians. 

That this prophecy was exaéily 
fulfilled, the commentators fail not 
to obferve, though they do not exe 
aCtly agree in the accounts they give 
of its accomplifhment ; the number 
of years hetween the two actions 
being not precifelv determined. 
Some place the victory gaincd 
by the Perfians in the fifth year 
before the Hejra, and their defeat 
by the Greeks in the fecond year 
after it, when the battle of Bedr 
was fought (1): others place the 
former in the third or fourth year 
before the Hejra, and the latter in 
the end of the fiath, or beginning 
of the feventh year after i, when 
the expedition of al Hodeibiyah was 
undertaken (2). 

The cate of the viGory gained by 
the Greeks, in the firft of thefe 
accounts, interferes with a flory 
which the commentators tell, of a 
wager laid by Abu Becr with Obba 
Ebn Khalf, who turned this pro- 
phecy into ridicule, Abu Becr at 
fnit laid ten young camels that the 
Perfians hhoutd receive an overthrow 
within three years; but on his ac- 
quainting Mohammed with what he 
had done, the prophet told him 
that the word, bed’, made ufe of in 
this paflage, fignificd no determ:- 

nate 


(2) Al Zamarn, Al Bernawt 
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land‘; but after their defeat, they fhall overcome the 
others in their turn, within a few years. Unto Gop 
belongeth the difpofal of this matter, both for what is 
paft, and for what is to come: and on that day fhall 
the believers rejoice in the fuccefs granted by Gop; 
for he grantcth fuccefs unto whom he pleafeth, and 
he is the mighty, the merciful. This is the promife 


Citar. 30. 


nate nnmber of years, but any num- 
ber from three to nine, (though fome 
fuppofe the tenth year is included) 
and therefore advifed him to prolong 
the time, and to raife the wager; 
which he accordingly propofed to 
Obba, and they aviced that the ume 
afigned fhould be nine years, and 
the wager an hundred camels. Be- 
fore the time was elapfed, Obba died 
of a wound he had received at Ohod, 
in the third year of the Hejra (1) ; 
but the event afterwards fhewing 
that Abu Becr had won, he recetved 
the camels of QObba’s heirs, and 
brought them in triumph tc Moham- 
med (2). 

Hiftory informs us, that the fuc- 
ceffes of Khofru Parviz, hing of 
Perfia, who carmed on 2 ternble 
war sgainft the Greek empire, to 
revenge the death of Maurice his 
father-in-law, flain by Phocas, were 
very great, and continued in an 
uninterrupted courfe for two aid 
twenty years. Particularly in the 

™ 

yearof Curisr 615, about the be- 

inning of the fixth year before the 

ejra, the Perfians, having the pre- 
ceding year conquered Syria, made 
themfelves maftcrs of Paleftine, and 
took Jerufalem; which feems to be 
that fignal advantage gamed over 
the Greeks menuoned im this paf- 
fagpc, as agrecing beft with the 
terms here ufed, ard mofl likelv to 
alarm the Arabs by reafon of their 
vicinity to the fcene of action: and 
there was fo little probability, at 
that time, of the Greeks being able 


—) Ba 25. p. 203, not. P. 


. Cham Assaman. Bibl. Onent, t. 3. part. 
Bourarnv. Vie de Moham. p. 933, &c. 


to retrieve their loffes, much lefs to 
diftrefs the Perfians, that in the fol- 
lowmeg years the arms of the latter 
made {till farther and more confi- 
derable progreffes, and at }eneth the 
laid ficge to Conflantinople itfelf. 
But in the year 625, in which the 
fourth year of the Hejia began, about 
ten ycars after the taking of Jerufas 
lem, the Greeks, when it was leaft 
expected, gained a remarkabie vic+ 
tory over the Perfians, and not only 
obliged them to quit the territories 
of the empire, by carrying the war 
into their own country, but drove 
them to the lsft extremity, and fpoil- 
ed the capital city al Madayen; He- 
raclius enjoying, thenceforward, a 
continued {eries of good fortune, to 
the depofition and death of Khofru. 
For more exaét information in thefe 
matters, and more nicely fixing the 
dates, eithc: fo as to correfpond with, 
or to Overturn this pretended pro- 
phecy, (neither of which is my bu- 
finefs here) the reader may have re- 
courfe . the hiflorians and chronolo- 
2tTS (3). 

ee ihe neareft part of the land.] 
—Some interpreters, fuppofing that 
the land here meant is the land of 
Arabia, or clfe that of the Grecks, 
place the [cene of aétion in the con- 
fines of Arabia and Syria, near Boftra 
and Adhyraat (4); pier imagine the 
land of Perfa 1s intended, and Jay 
the {cene of Mefopotamia, on the 
fronticrs of that kingdom (5): but 
Ebn Abbas, with more probability, 
thinks it was in Palefline. 


(2) Al Berpawy, pane eve pete 
»p. git C. 
ale 


(4) YAu YAy BzlpawWle 


(5) Mosauen, apud Zamaxn. JALLALO’DDIN. 


of 
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of Gop: Gop will not a& contrary to his promife: 
hut the greater part of men know not the veracity of 
4;0D. They know the outward appcarance of ‘this 
rrefent life; but they are carelefs as to the life to 
come. Do they not confider within themfelves that 
i3op hath not created the heavens and the earth, and 
-rhatever is between them, otherwife than in truth, 
and hath fet them a determined period? Verily a great 
swumber of men reye& the belief of their future meet- 
ing their Lorp at the refurrettion. Do they not pafs 
through the earth, and fee what hath been the end 
«f thofe who were before them? They excelled the 
Meccans in ftrength, and broke up the earth’, 
and inhabited it in greater affluence and profperity 
‘han they inhabit the fame: and their apoftles came 
.nto them with evident miracles; and Gop was not 
cifpofed to treat them unjuftly, but they injured their 
own fouls by their obftinate infidelity; and the end of 
thofe who had done evil, was evil, becaufe they 
charged the figns of Gop with falfehood, and laugh- 
.d the fame to fcorn. Gop produccth creaturcs, and 
will hereafter reftore them to life: then fhall ye re- 
‘urn unto him. And on the day whercon the hour 
thall come, the wicked fhall be {truck dumb for de- 
fpair: and they fhall have no interccflors from among 
the idols which they affociated with Gop; and they 
shall deny the falfe gods which they affociated with 
him. On the day whereon the hour fhall come. on 
that day fhall the true believers and the infidels be 
leparated: and they who fhall have believed, and 
wrought rightcoufnels, fhall take their plealure ina 
delightful meadow; but as for thofe who fhall have 
difbelicved, and reje€icd our figns, and the mecting 
of the next life, they fhall be delivered up to punifh- 
ment, Wherefore glorify Gop, when the evening 


dic And broke up the earth.J—To to till the ground for feed, &c. 
& for water and minerals, and (1). 


(s) Al Berpawe, 


overtaketh 
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overtaketh you, and when ye rife in the morning: 
and unto him be praife in heaven and earth; and at 
fun-fet, and when ye reft at noon”. He bringeth 
forth the living out of the dead, and he bringeth 
forth the dead out of the living*; and he quickeneth 
the earth after it hath been dead: and in like man- 
ner fhall ye be brought forth from your graves. Of 
his figns one is, that he hath creat.d you of duft; 
and behoid, ye are become men, {pread over the face 
of the earth, And of his figns another is, that he 
hath created for you, out of yourlelves, wives, that 
ye may cohabit ‘with them; and hath put love and 
compaffion between you: verily herein are figns un- 
to people who confider. And of his figns are alfo 
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the 
variety of your languages, and of your complexions’: 
verily hercin are figns unto men of underftanding. 
And of his figns are your fleeping by night and by 
day, and your feeking to provide for yourlelves of his 
abundance: verily herein are figns unto people who 
hearken. Of his figns others are, that he fheweth 
you the lightning, to {trike terror, and to give hope 
of rain, and that he fendeth down water from hea- 
ven, and quickeneth thereby the earth, after it hath 
been dead, verily: herein are figns unto people who 
underftand. And of his figns this alfo 1s one, namely, 
that the heaven and the carth {land firm at his com- 
mand: hereafter, when he fhall call you out of the 
earth at one fummons, behold, ye fhall come forth, 
Unto him are fubjeét whofoever are in the heavens 
and on earth: all are obedient unto him. It is he 


Cuar. 3a 


~ Glorify Gop in the evening, 
&c.J—Some are of opinion, that the 
five times of prayer are intended in 
this paflage ; the evening including 
the time both of the prayer of fun- 
fer, and of the evening prayer pro- 

erly fo called, and the word 

ave rendered at fun-fet, marking 
the hour of afternoon prayer, fince 
it may be applied alfo to the time a 
little before fun-fer. 


* Sce chap. 3. p. 59. 

y The variety of vour languages 
and complexions. ]— Which are cer- 
tainly mofl wonderful, and, as I 
conceive, very hard to he accounted 
for, if we allow the feveral nations 
in the world to be al] the offspring 
of-one man, as we are affured by 
{cripture they are, without having 
recourfe to the immediate omnipo- 


tency of Gon, 
who 
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who originally. produceth a creature, and afterwards 
reftoreth the fame to life: and this is moft eafy with 
him. , He juftly challengeth the moft exalted compa- 
rifon in heaven and earth’; and he is the mighty, 
the wife. He propoundeth unto you a comparifon 
taken from yourfelves. Have ye, among the flaves 
whom your right-hands pofflefs, any partner in the 
fubftance which we have beftowed on you, fo that ye 
become equal fharers therein with them, or that ye 
fear them as ye fear one another*? ‘Thus do we 
diftinétly explain our figns, unto people who under- 
ftand. ‘But thofe who act unjuftly by attributing com- 
panions unto GOD, follow their own lults, without 
knowledge: and who fhall direét him whom Gop 
fhall caufe to err? They fhall have none to help 
them.: Wherefore be thou orthodox, and fet thy 
face towards the true rcligion, the inftitution of Gop, 
to which he hath created mankind difpofed: there 
is no change in what Gop hath created’, This is 
the right religion; but the greater part of them 
know it not. And be ye turned unto him, and fear 
him, and be conftant at prayer, and be not idolaters. 
Of thofe who have made a {chifm in their religion, 
and are divided into various fetis; every fett rejoice 
in their own opinion. When adverfity befalleth men, 
they call upon their Lorn, turning unto him: af- 
terwards, when he. hath caufed them to tafte of his 
mercy, behold, a part of them affociate other 
deities with their Lorn; to fhew themfelves ungrate- 
ful for the favours which we have beftowed on them. 


Enjoy therefore the vain 


* He juftly challengeth the moft 
€xalted comparifon, &c. J-That is, In 
pea ing of him’ we ought to make 
ule of the moft noble and magnificent 
expreffions we can poffibly devife. 

See chap, 16. p. 84. 

ars € inflitution of on, to which 
fee hath created mankind difpofed, 

'. —l.e. The immutable law, or 
rule, to which man is naturally dif- 


Vo t. II, 


R 


pleafures of this life; but 


pofed toconform, and which every 
one would embrace, as moft fit for a 
rational creature, if it were not for 
the prejudices of education. The 
Mohammedans have a tradition that 
their prophet ufed to fay, That every 
pote is born naturally difpofed to 

ecome a Moflem ; but that a man’s 
parents make him a Jew, a Chriftian, 
or a Magian. 


hereafter 
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hereafter fhall ye know the confequence. Have we 
fent down unto them any authority, which fpeaketh 
of the falfe gods which they affociate with him°? 
When we caufe mcn to tafte mercy, they rejoice 
therein; but if evil befalleth them, for that which 
their hands have before committed, behold, they 
defpair*. Do they not fee that Gon beftoweth pro- 
vifion abundantly on whom he pleafeth, and is fpar- 
ing unto whom he pleafeth? Verily herein are figns 
unto people who believe. Give unto him who is of 
kin to thee his reafonable due; and alfo to the poor, 
and the ftranger: this is better for thofe who feek 
the face of Gon; and they fhall profper. Whatever 
ve fhall give in ufury’, to be an increafe of men’s 
fubftance, fhall not be increafed by the bleffing of 
GOD: but for whatever ye fhall give in alms, for Gop’s 
fake, ye fhall receive a twofold reward. It is Gop 
who hath created you, and hath provided food for 
you; hereafter will he caufe you to die; and after 
that will he raife you again to life. Is there any of 
your falfe gods, who is able to do the leaft of thefe 
things? Praife be unto him; and far be he removed 
from what they affociate with him! Corruption * 
hath appeared by land and by fea, for the crimes 
which men’s hands have committed; that it might 
make them to tafte* a part of the fruits of that 
which they have wrought, that peradventure they 
might turn from their evil ways. Say, Go through 
the earth, and fee what hath been the end of thofe 
who have been before you: the greater part of them 
were idolaters. Set thy face therefore towards the 


¢ Have we fent down unto them 
any authority, {peaking of the falfe 
sods, &c. |-That is, Have we either 
By the mouth of any prophet, or by 
any written revelation, commanded 
or encouraged the worfhip of more 
gods than one? 

¢ They defpair. }]—And feek not to 
regain the favour of Gop by timely 
repentance. 


* In ufury.J—Qr by way of bribe. 


The word may include any fort of 
extortion or illicit gain. 

€ Corruption. ]|—viz. Mifchief and 
public calamities; fuch as famine, 
peftilence, droughts, fhipwrecks, &c. 
Or erroneous doftrines, or a general 
depravity of manners.” 

s That it might make them 1o 
tafte, &c.]—Some copies read, in che 
firft perfon plural, That we might 
caufe them to tafle, &c. 


right 
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right religion, before the day cometh, which none 
can put back from Gop. On that day fhall they be 
feparated into two companies: whoever fhall have 
becn an unbeliever, on him fhall his unbelief be 
charged; and whoever fhall have done that which is 
right, fhall fpread themfelves couches of repofe in pa- 
radife; that he may reward thofe who fhall believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, of his abundant liberality ; 
for he loveth not the unbelievers. Of his figns one 
is, that he fendeth the winds, bearing welcome tid- 
ings of rain, that he may caufe you to tafte of his 
mercy; and that fhips may fail at his command, 
that ye may feek to enrich yourfelves of his abundance 
by commerce; and that ye may give thanks. We 
fent apoftles, before thee, unto their refpettive peo- 
ple, and they came unto them with cvident proofs: 
and we took vengcance on thofe who did wickedly ; 
and it was incumbent on us to affift the true believers. 
It is Gop who fendeth the winds, and raifeth the 
clouds, and {preadeth the fame in the heaven, as he. 
pleafeth; and afterwards difperfeth the fame: and 
thou mayeft fee the rain iffuing from the midft 
thereof; and when he poureth the fame down on 
fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth, behold, they are 
filled with joy; although before it was fent down 
unto them, before fuch relief, they were defpairing. 
Confider therefore the traces of Gon’s mercy; how 
he quickeneth the earth, aftcr its {tate of dcath: 
verily the fame will raife the dead; for he is almighty. 
Yet if we fhould fend a blafting wind, and they fhould 
{ce their corn yellow and burnt up, they would furely 
become ungrateful, after our former favours. Thou 
canft not make the dead to hear, neither canft thou 
make the deaf to hear thy call, when they retire and 
turn their backs; neither canft thou direét the blind 
out of their error: thou fhalt make none to hear, 
except him who fhall believe in our figns; for they 
are refigned unto us, It is Gop who created you in 
weaknels, and after weaknefs hath given you ftrength; 
and after {trength, he will again reduce you to weak- 
R2 ° 
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nefs, and grey hairs: he createth that which he 
pleafeth; and he is the wife, the powerful. On the 
day whereon the laft-hour fhall come, the wicked 
will {wear that they have not tarried® above an hour: 
in like manncr did they utter lies in their life-time. 
But thofe on whom knowledge hath been beftowed, 
and faith, will fay, Ye have tarried, according to the 
book of Gon‘, until the day of refurreétion: for this 
is the day of refurrettion; but ye knew it not. On 
that day their excufe fhall not avail thofe who have 
atted unjuftly ; neither fhall they be invited any more 
to make them{clves acceptable unto GOD. And now 
have we propounded unto men, in this Koran, para- 
bles of every kind: yct if thou bring them a verfe 
thereof, the unbelievers will furely fay, Ye are no 
other than publifhers of vain falfehoods. Thus hath 
Gop fealed up the hearts of thofe who believe not. 
But do thou, O Mouammen, perfevere with con- 
{tancy, for the promife of Gop is true; and let 
not thofe induce thee to waver, who have no certain 


knowledge. 
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ferved Table; or according to what 
is {aid in the Koran, where the ftate 
of the dead is expreffed by thefe 
words (1), Behind them there fhall 


h That they have not tarried. |— 
viz. In the world, or in their graves. 
See chap. 23. p. 186. 

+ According to the book of Gon. ] 


-—That is, According to his fore- 
knowledge and decree in the pre- 


(1) Chap. 23. p. 185. 


be a bar, until the day of refurrec- 
tion (2). 


(2) Al Berpawr. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, 31. 


CHAP. XXxXI. 


Intitled, Loxman*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.™ Thefe are the figns of the wife 

e book, a dire€tion, and a mercy unto the 
righteous; who obferve the appointed times of prayer, 
and give alms, and have firm affurance in the life to 
come: thefe are dire&ted by their Lorn, and they 
fhall proiper, There is a man who purchafeth a 
ludicrous ftory®, that he may feduce men from the 
way of Gop, without knowledge, and may laugh 
the fame to fcorn: thefe fhall fuffer a fhameful pu- 
nifhment. And when our figns are rehearfed unto 
him, he difdainfully turneth his back, as though he 
heard them not, as though there were a deafnefs in 
his ears: wherefore denounce unto him a grievous 
punifhment. But they who fhall believe, and work 
righteoufnels, fhall cnjoy gardens of pleafure; they 
fhall continue therein for ever: this is the certain 
promife of Gon; and he is the mighty, the wife. 
He hath created the heavens without vifible pillars 


* The chapter is fo intitled from 
a perfon of this name mentioned 
there, of whom more immedi- 
ately. 

1 Some except the fourth verfe, 
beginning at thefe words, Who ob- 
ferve the appointed times of prayer, 
and give alin, &c. And others 
three verfes, beginning at thefe 
words, If all the trees in the earth 
were pens, &c. 

™ See the Prelim. Difc. feét. IIL. 
p- 78, &e. 

" A ludicrous flory.J—i. e. Vain 
and filly fables, The paffage was 
sevealed, it is faid, on occafion of 


al Nodah Ebn al Hareth, who hav- 
ing brought from Perfia the ro- 
mance of Rafa and Isfandtyar, the 
two heroes of that country, recited 
it in the affemblies of the Koreifh, 
highly extolling the power and fplen- 
dor of the ancient Perfian kings, and 
preferring therr ftories to thofe of Ad 
and Thamud, David and Solomon, 
and the reft which are told in the 
Koran. Some fay that al Nodah 
boucht finging girls, and carried 
them to thofe who were inclined to 
become Moflems, to divert them 
from their purpofe by fongs and 
tales (1). 


(1) Idem. 
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to fuftain them, and hath thrown on the earth moun- 
tains firmly rooted, left it fhould move with you; 
and he hath replenifhed the fame with all kinds of 
beafts: and we fend down rain from heaven, and 
caule every kind of noble vegetable to fpring forth 
therein. This is the creation of Gop: fhew mc now 
what they have created, who are worfhipped befides 
him? verily the ungodly are in a manifeft error. 
We heretofore beftowed wifdom on Loxman?, and 


° He hath thrown on the earth 
mountains firmly rooted, &c. ]—See 
chap. 16. p. 77. A learned wri- 
ter (1), in his notes on this paf- 
fage, fays the original word rawa- 
fiya, which the commentators in 
general will have to fignify fable 
mountains, feems properly to ex- 
prefs the Hebrew word mechonim, 
1. e. bafes, or foundations ; and 
therefore he thinks the Koran has 
here tranflated that paflage of the 
Pfalms, He laid the foundations of 
the earth, that it fhould not be mov- 
ed for ever (2). Thisis not the only 
inftance which might be given, that 
the Mohammedan doftors are not 
always the beft interpreters of their 
own [criptures. 

P Lokman.]—-The Arab writers 
fay, that Lokman was the fon of 
Baiira, who was the fon or grand- 
fon of a fifter or aunt of Job; and 
that he lived feveral centuries, and 
to the time of David, with whom 
he was converfant in Paleftine. 
According to the defcription they 
give of is perfon, be muft have 

cen deformed enough; for they 
fay he was of a black complexion, 
(whence fome call him an Ethiopian) 
with thick lips and {play feet: but 
iv return, he received from Gop 
wifdom and eloquence in a great 
degree; which fome pretend were 
given him ina won, on his mak- 
ing choice of wifdom preferably to 


(3) A 
& Marracc.in Alc. p. 547. 


(:) Gor. in Append, ad Erpenii Gram. p. 187. 


the gift of prophecy, either of 
which were offered him. The ge- 
nerality of the Mohammedans theie- 
fore hold him to have been no_pro- 
poe but only a wife man. As to 
is condition, they fay he was a 
flave, but obtained his liberty on 
the following occafion. His mafter 
having one day given hima bitter 
melon to eat, he paid him fuch ex- 
a& obedience as to eat it all; at 
which his mafter being furprifed, 
afked him how he could eat fo 
naufeous a fruit? To which he re- 
plied, it was no wonder, that he 
fhould for once accept a bitter fruit 
from the fame hand Fam which he 
had received fo many favours (3). 
The commentators mention feveral 
quick repartees of Lokman, which 
together with the circumflances 
above-mentioned, agree fo well 
with what Maximus Planudes has 
written of Efop, that from thence, 
and from the fables attributed to 
Lokman by the orientals, the latter 
has been generally thought to have 
been no other than the Efop of the 
Greeks, However that be, (for I 
think the matter will bear a difpute) 
Iam of opinion, that Planudes bor- 
rowed great part of his life of Efop 
from the traditions he met with in 
the eaft concerning Lokman, con- 
cluding them to have been the fame 
erfon, becaufe they were both 
aves, and fuppofed to be the wri- 
ters 


(2) Pfal. civ. 5. 


lZamaxu, Al Berpaws, &c. V. D’Hexsex. Bibl. Orjent. p. 516. 


commanded 
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commanded him, faying, Be thou thankful unto Gop: 
for whoever is thankful, fhall be thankful to the ad- 
vantage of his own foul; and if any fhall be un- 
thankful, verily Gop is felf-fufficient, and worthy 
to be praifed. And remember when Loxman faid 
unto his fon’, as he admonifhed him, O my fon, 
Give not a partner unto Gop; for polytheifm is a 
great impiety. We have commanded man concern- 
ing his parents’, (his mother carrieth him in her 
womb with weaknefs and faintnefs, and he is weaned 
in two years) faying, Be grateful unto me, and to 
thy parents. Unto me fhall all come to be judged. 
But if thy parents endeavour to prevail on thee to af- 
fociate with me that concerning which thou haft no 
knowledge, obey them not: bear them company in 
this world in what fhall be reafonable*; but follow 
the way of him who fincerely turneth unto me‘. 
Hereaftcr unto me fhall ye return, and then will I 
declare unto you that which ye have done. O my 
fon, verily every matter, whether good or bad, though 
it be of the weight of a grain of muftard-feed, and 
be hidden ina rock, or in the heavens, or inthe earth, 


ters of thofe fables which go under 
their refpective names, and bear a 
reat refemblance to one another ; 
or it has Jong fince been obferved 
by learned men, that the greater 
part of that monk’s performance, 
3 an abfurd romance, and {fup- 
ported by no evidence of the an- 
cient writers (1). 

q His fon, | Whom fome name 
Anam, (which comes pretty near the 
Ennus of Planudes) fome Afbcam, 
and others Mathan. 

® We have commanded man con- 
cerning his parents, age Wa two 
verfes which begin at thefe words, 
and end with the following, viz. 
And then will I declareunto you that 
which ye have done, are no part of 
Lokmin’s advice to his fon, bat are 


inferted by way of parenthefis, as 
very pertinent and proper to be 
repeated here, to fhew the heinouf- 
nefs of idolatry: they are to be 
read (excepting fome addittons) in 
the twenty-ninth chapter, and were 
originally revealed on account of 
Saad Ebn Abi Wakkas, as has been 
already obferved (2). 

* Bear them company in what fhall 
be reafonable. ]—Thatis, Shew them 
all deference and obedience, fo far 
as may be confiftent with thy duty 
towards Gon. 

* Follow the way of him who is 
fincerely turned unto me. |-The per- 
fon particularly meant‘here was Abu 
Becr, at whofe perfuafion Saad had 
become a Moflem. 


(1) V. la vie d’Efope, par Mr. de Mezinrac, & Bayusz, Dia. Hilt. 


Art. Efope, Rem, B, 


(2) See chap. 29. p. 246. and the notes thereon. 
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Gop will bring the fame to light: for Gop is clear- 
fighted and knowing. O my fon, be conftant at 
prayer, and command that which is juft, and forbid 
that which is evil: and be patient under the affliQions 
which fhall befal thee; for this is a duty abfolutely 
imcumbent on all men. Diltort not thy face out of 
contempt to men, neither walk in the carth with in- 
folence; for Gop lovcth no arrogant, vain-glorious 
perfon. And be moderate in thy pace: and lower 
thy voice; for the moft ungrateful of all voices 
furely is the voice of affes.. Do ye not fee that 
Gop hath fubje&ted whatever is in heaven and on 
carth to your fervicc, and hath abundantly poured 
on you his favours, both outwardly and inwardly * ? 
There are fome men who difpute concerning Gop 
without knowledge, and without a dire¢lion, and 
without an enlightening book. And when it is faid 
unto them, Follow that which Gon hath revealed ; 
they anfwer, Nay, we will follow that which we 
found our fathers to praétife. What, though the 
devil invite them to the torment of hell? Whocver 
refigneth himfelf unto Gop, being a worker of 
rishteoufnels, taketh hold on a {trong handle ; and 
unto Gop bclongeth the iffue of all things. But who- 
ever fhall be an unbeliever, let not his unbclief grieve 
thee: unto us fhall they return; then will we de- 
clare unto them that which they have done, for Gop 
knoweth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men. 
We will fuffer them to enjoy this world for a_ little 
while: afterwards we will drive them to a fevere 
punifhment. If thou afk them who hath created the 
heavens and the earth, they will furely anfwer, Gop. 
Say, Gop be praifed! But the greater part of them 
do not underfland: Unto Gop belongeth whatever is 
in heaven and earth: for Gop is the felf-fufficient, 
the praife-worthy. _ If whatever trees are in the earth 
were pens, and he fhould after that {well the fea into 





u The voice of affes.]——-To the ~ Both outwardly and inwardly. |- 
braying of which animal the Arabs i.e. All kinds of bleffings, regard- 
Niken aloud and difagreeable voice. ing as well the mind as the body. 


feven 


w 
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feven feas of ink, the words of Gop would not be ex- 
hauficd*; for Gop is mighty, and wife. Your 
ercation and your refufcitation are but as the creation 
and refufcitation of one foul’: verily Gop both hear- 
eth and feeth. Doft thou not fee that Gon caufeth 
the night to fucceed the day, and caufeth the day to 
fucceced the night, and compelleth the fun and the 
moon to ferve you? Each of thofe luminaries hafteneth 
in its courfe to a determined period: and Gop is 
well acquainted with that which ye do. This is 
declared concerning the divine knowledge and power, 
for that Gop is the truc Being, and for that what- 
ever ye invoke, befides him, ts vanity ; and for that 
Gop is the high, the great GOD. Doft thou not 
fee that the fhips run in the fea, through the favour 
of Gop, that he may fhew you of his figns ? Verily 
herein are figns, unto every patient, grateful perfon. 
When waves cover them, like overfhadowing clouds, 
they call upon Gon, exhibiting the pure religion 
unto him; but when he bringeth them fafe to land, 
there is of them who halteth between the true faith 
and idolatry. Howbcit, none rejcétcth our figns, 
except every perfidious, ungrateful perfon. O men, 
fear your Lorp, and dread the day whereona father 
fhall not make fatisfation for his fon, neither fhall 
a fon make fatisfaétion for his father at all: the pro- 
mife of Gop is affuredly true. Let not this prefent 
life, therefore, deceive you ; neither let the deceiver" 
deceive you concerning Gop. Verily the knowledge 
of the hour of judgment is with Gop: and he caufeth 
the rain to defcend, at his own appointed time; and 
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he knoweth what is in the wombs of females. 


* If whatever trees are in the 
earth were pents &c.]—This paffage 
1: faid to have been revealed in an- 
{wer to the Jews, who infifted that 


2!1 knowledge was contained in the 
iaw (1), 


Y As the creation and refu(citation | 


No 


of one foul.]|—Gon being able to 
produce a million of worlds by the 
fingle word Kun, i. e. Be, and to 
raife the dead in general by the 
fingle word Kum, 1.e. Arife. 

* The deceiver. ]—i. ¢. The devil. 


(1) Al Bgrpaws:. 


foul 
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foul knoweth what it fhall gain on the morrow; 
neither doth any foul know in what land it fhall 
dic*: but Gop is knowing and fully acquainted 


Cap, 92, 


with all things. 


* In this pafage five things are 
enumcrated, which are known to 
Gop alone, \3z. The time of the 
day of judgment; the time of rain; 
what is forming in the womb, as 
whether it he male or female, &c. 
what fhal] happen on the morrow; 
and where any perfon fhall die. 
Thefe the Arabs, according to a tra- 
dition of their prophet, call the five 
keys of fecret knowledges The paf- 
fage, it is faid, was occafioned by al 
Harcth ibn Amru, who propounded 
gueftions of this nature to Moham- 
med. 
As to the laf particular, al 


Beidawi relates the following ftory. 
The angel of death paffing once by 
Solomon ina vifible hace. and look- 
ing at one who was fitting with 
him, the man afked who he was, 
and upon Solomon’s acquainting him 
that it was the angel of death, faid, 
He feems to want me; wherefore 
order the wind to carry me from 
hence into India: which being ac- 
cordingly done, the angel faid to 
Solomon, I looked fo earneflly at 
the man out of wonder; becaufe I 
was commanded to take his foul in 
India, and found him with thee in 
Paleftine. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


Intitled, Adoration’; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. M.¢ The revelation of this book, there 

e is no doubt thereof, 1s from the Lorn of all 
creatures, Will they fay, Monamnen hath forged 
it? Nay, it is the truth from thy Lorp, that thou 
mayeft preach to a people, unto whom no preacher 
hath come before thee’; peradventure they will be 
direfied. It is Gop who hath created the heavens 
and the earth, and whatever 1s between them, in fix 
days; and then afcended his throne. Ye have no 
patron or interceflor befides him. Will - not there- 
fore confider ? He governeth all things from heaven 
even to the earth: hereafter fhall they return unto 


© See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. III. 


78. - 
Pd Sec chap. 28, p. 121, 


» The title 1s taken from the 
middle of the chapter, where the 
belrevers are faid to fall down ador- 


Ing. 
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him, on the day whofe length fhall be a thoufand 
vears®, of thofe which ye compute. This is he who 
inoweth the future, and the prefent; the mighty, 
te merciful. It is he who hath made every thing 
which he hath created exceeding good; and firlt 
created man of clay, and afterwards made his pofte- 
of an extra& of defpicable water’; and then 
formed him into proper fhape, and breathed of his 
{hirit into him; and hath given you the fenfes of 
hearing and feeing, and hearts to underftand. How 
{inall thanks do ye return! And they fay, When we 
fall lie hidden in the earth, fhall we be raifed thence 
a new creature ? Yea, they deny the meeting of their 
L.orp at the refurreétion. Say, The angel of death*, 
who is fet over you, fhall caufe you ‘to die: then 
Niall ye be brought back unto your Korb. If thou 
couldeft fee, when the wicked fhall bow down their 
heads before their Lorn, faying, O Lorn, we have 
feen, and have heard: fuffer us therefore to return 
iito the world, and we will work that which is right ; 
{ince we are now certain of the truth of what hath 
been preached to us: thou wouldft fee an amazing fight. 
if we had pleafed, we had certainly given unto 
every foul its dire€tion: but the word which hath 


Til 


© A thoufand years.J—As to the athoufand years. Others imagine 


yeconciliation of this paffage with 
another (1),’ which feems contra- 
diGtory, See the Preliminary Dif- 
courfe, fe&. IV. p. 110, 111. 
Some, however, do not interpret 
the paflage before us of the refur- 
rection, fat {uppofe that the words 
here defcribe the making and ex- 
ecuting of the decrees of Gop, 
which are fent down from heaven 
tu earth, and are returned (or af- 
cend, as the verb properly fignifies) 
back to him, after they have been 
put in execution, and prefent them- 
felves, as it were, fo executed, to 
his knowledge, in the {pace of a 
dey with Gop, but with man, of 


(1) Chap. 70, 


this {pace to be the time which the 
angels, who carry the divine de- 
crees, and bring them back exe- 
cuted, take in defcending and re-af- 
cending, becaufe the diftance from 
heaven to earth is a journey of five 
hundred years: and others fancy 
that the angels bring down at once 
decrees for a thoufand years to 
come, which being expired, they 
return back for frefh orders, &c. 


v), 
f An extra& of defpicable water. ] 
—1, ¢. Seed. 


8 See the Prelim. Difc. {e&. IV. 
P- 94- 


# (2), 
proceeded 
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rocceded from me, muft neceffarily be fulfilled, when 
I faid, Verily I will fill hell with genii and men, al- 
together”. ‘Tafte therefore the torment prepared for 
you, becaufe ye have forgotten the coming of this 
your day: we alfo have forgotten you; tafte there- 
fore a punifhment of eternal duration, for that which 
ye have wrought. Verily they only belicve in our 
figns, who, when they arc warned thereby, fall down 
adoring, and celebrate the praife of their Lorp, and 
are not elated with pride: their fides are raifed from 
their beds, calling on their Lorn with fear and with 
hope ; and they diftribute alms out of what we have 
bellowed on them. No foul’ knoweth the com- 
plete fatisfa€tion* which is fecretly prepared for 
them, as a reward for that which they have wrought. 
Shall he therefore, who is a true believer, be as he 
who is an impious tranfgreflor! They fhall not be 
held equal. As to thofe who believe, and do that 
which is right, they fhall have gardens of perpetual 
abode, an ample recompenfe for that which they 
fhall have wrought: but as for thofe who impioufly 
tranferefs, their abode fhall be hell-fire; fo often as 
they fhall endeavour to get thereout, they fhall be 
dragged back into the fame, and it fhall be fatd un- 
to them, Tafte ye the torment of hell-fire, which ye 
rejetied as a falfehood. And we will caufe them to 
tafte the nearer punifhment of this world, befides 
the more grievous punifhment of the next; perad- 
venture they will repent. Whois more unjuft than 
he who is warned by the figns of his Lorn, and 
then turneth afide from the fame ? We will furely 
take vengcance on the wicked. We heretofore de- 


Crap, 32. 


» See chap. 7. p. 188. and chap. 
12. p. 39. 
' No foul. J—Not even an angel 
of thofe who approach neareft Gon’s 
throne, nor any prophet who hath 
been fent bv him (1). ; 

* The complete fatisfaftion. ]-Li- 
terally, The joy of the eycs. The 


(1) Idem. 


commentators fail not, onoccafion of 
this paflage, to produce that faying of 
their prophet, which was originally 
none of his own; Gop faith, I have 
prepared for my righteous fervants, 
what eye hath norfeen, nor hath ear 
heard, nor hath entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. 


livered 
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lic ered the book of the law unto Moses; wherefore 
be not thou in doubt as to the revelation thereof!: 
and we ordained the fame to be a dire&ion unto 
the children of IsnazL; and we appointed teachers 
from among them, who fhould dire&t the people at 
our command, when they had perlevered with pati- 
ence, and had firmly believed in our figns. Verily thy 
1 orp will judge between them, on the day of refur- 
re€tion, concerning that wherein they have difagreed. 
Is it not known unto them how many generations we 
have deftroyed before them, through whofe dwellings 
cy walk™? Verily herein are figns: will they not 
therefore hearken? Do they not fee that we drive 
rain unto a land bare of grafs and parched up, and 
thereby produce corn, of which their cattle eat, and 
wiemfelves alfo? Will they not therefore regard? 
rhe infidels fay to the true believers, When will this 
decifion be made between us, if ye fpeak truth? An- 
{wer, On the day of that decifion *, the faith of thofe 
who fhall have difbelieved fhall not avail them; nci- 
Mer fhall they be: refpited any longer. Wherefore 
-void them, and expett the iffue: verily they expect 
to obtain fome advantage over thec. 


1 Be not thou in doubt as to the. 


revelation thereof. |——Or, as fome 
interpret it, of the revelation of the 
Koran to thyfelf; fince the delivery 
of the law to Mofes proves that the 
revelation of the Koran to thee is not 
the firft inftance of the kind. Others 
think the words fhould be tranflated 
tus, Be not thou in doubt as to thy 
2eeting of that prophet; fuppofing 
chat the interview between Mofes 
aod Mohammed in the fixth heaven, 
when the latter took his night-jour- 
ucy thither, is here intended (1). 


(1) Idem. 


™ Through whofe dwellings they 
walk. |—Tbhe Meccans frequently 
pafling by the places where the 
Adites, Thamudites, Midianites, So- 
domites, &c. once dwelt. 

» On the day of that decifion. ]— 
That ts, On the day of judgment: 
though fome fuppofe the day here 
intended to be that of the vittory at 
Bedr, or elle that of the taking of 
Mecca, when feveral of thofe who 
had been profcribed, were put to 
death without remiffion /¢2). 


fe) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&t. If. p. 72. 
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CHAP. XXXII 


Intitled, The Confederates’; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Prophet, fear Gop, and obey not the unbe- 

lievers and the hypocrites’: verily Gop is 
knowing and wife. But follow that which is re- 
vealed unto thee from thy Lorn; for Gop is well- 
acquainted with that which ve do: and put thy truft 
in Gop; for Gop is a fufficient prote€tor. Gop 
hath not given a man two hearts within him; nei- 
ther hath he made your wives (fome of whom ye di- 
vorce, regarding them after as your mothers) your 
true mothers; nor hath he made your adopted fons 


your true fons 4, 


© Part of this chapter was reveal- 
ed on occafion of the war of the 
Ditch, which happened in the fifth 
ear of the Hejra, when Medina was 
betieaeds for above twenty days, by 


the joint and confederate forces of 


feveral Jewifh tribes, and of the in- 
habitants of Mecca, Najd, and 
Tehama, at the infligation of the 
Tews of the tribe of Nadhir, who 
had been driven out of their fettle- 
ment near Medina, by Mohammed, 
the year before (1). 

P Obey not the unbelievers and 
hypocrites. }—It 1s related that Abu 
Sohn, Acrema Ebn Abi Jahl, and 
Abu’l A’war al Salami having an 
amicable interview with Mohainmed, 
at which were prefent alfo Abdallah 
Ebn Obba, Moatteb Ebn Kofheir, 
and Jaad Ebn Kais, they propofed to 
the prophet, that if he would leave 
off preaching againft the worlhip of 
their gods, and acknowledge them 
to be mediators, they would pive him 
and his Lorn no farther diftu:bance ; 
upon which thefe woids were re- 
vealed (2). 


(1) V. Aso’: rena Vit. Moh. p. 


1. 4.C. 1. 


(¢) Al Berawr. 


This is your faying in your 


mouths : 


¢ Gon hath not given a man two 
hearts. ]—This patlage was revealed 
to abolifh two games among the old 
Arabs. The firft was their manner 
of divorcing their wives, when they 
had no mind to Jet them go out of 
their houfe, or to marry again; and 
this the hufband did. by faying to 
the woman, Thou art henceforward 
to me, as the back of my mother; 
after which words pronounced he 
abftained from her bed, and re- 
garded her in all refpeéts as_ his 
mother, and fhe became related to 
all his kindred in the fame degree 
as if fhe had been really fo. The 
other cuftom was the holding their 
adopted fons to be as nearly related 
to them, as their natural fons, fo 
that the fame impediments of mar- 
riage arofe from that fuppofed rela- 
tion, in the prohibited degrees, as 
it would have donc in the cafe of a 
genuine fon. The latter Moham- 
med hada particular reafon toabolith, 
viz. his marrying the divorced wife 
of his freed-man Zeid, who was 
alfo his adopted fun; of which scr 

Wi 
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mouths: but Gop fpeaketh the truth; and he di- 
re€tcth the right way. Call fuch as are adopted, the 
fons of their natural fathers: this will be more juft 
1a the fight of Gop, And if ye know not their fa- 
rhers, let them be as your brethren in religion, and 
your companions: and it fhall be no crime in you, 
that ye err’ in this matter ; but that fhall be criminal 
‘which your hearts purpoiely defign ; for Gon is gra- 
‘tous and merciful. The prophet is nigher unto the 
‘-ye believers than théir own fouls*; and his wives 
ace their motherst. Thofe who are rclated by con- 
“inguinity are nigher of kin the one of them unto the 
«thers, according to the book of Gop, than the 
other true believers, and the Mohajerin*: unlefs 
trat ye do what is fitting and reafonable to your re- 


“ill be faid by and by. By the de- 
ciaration which introduces this paf- 
fuze, that Gop has not given a man 
iwo hearts, is meant, that_a man 
cannot have the fame affeflion for 
f:ppofed parents, and adopted _chil- 
wren, as for thofe who are ‘really fo. 
They tell us the Arabs ufed to fay, 
of a prudent and acute perfon, that 
te had two hearts; whence one Abu 
*“{amer, or, aS others write, Jemil 
&bn Afad al Fibri, was furnamed 
Dhu’lkalbein, or the man with two 
hearts (1). 

« That ye err.]—Through igno- 
rence or miftake; or, That ye have 
°rred for the time paft. 

* The prophet 1s mgher unto the 
true believers than their own fouls. } 
~~Commanding them nothing but 
what is for their intereft and advan- 
tage, and being move folicitous for 
their prefent and future happinefs 
even han themfelves ; for which rea- 
iw he ought to be dear to them, and 
deferves their utmoft love and re- 
fe&. In fome copies thefe words 
are added, And he is a father unto 
them; every prophet being the fpi- 
ntual father of his people, who are 


(1) Idem, Jaruaro*’pprn, &e. 
(4) Al Boer 


Cap, 8, p. 230, 


(4) See the Prelim. Dilc. feét. 


therefore brethren. It is faid that 
this paflage was revcaled on fome of 
Mohammed’s followers telling him, 
when he fummoned them to attend 
in the expedition of Tabiic (2), that 
they would afk leave of their fathers 
and mothers (3). 

' Tlis wives are their mothers.]— 
Though the {piritual relation between 
Mohammed and his people, declared 
in the preceding words, created no 
impediment to prevent his taking to 
wife fuch women among them as he 
thought fit; yet the commentators 
are of opinion that they are here 
eee to marry any of his wives 
(4, Thofe who are related by con- 
fanguinity are nigher of kin unto one 
another, according to the book of 
Gop, than the true believers and the 
Mohajeran.]—Thefe words, which 
alfo occur, excepting the latter part 
of the fentence, in the eighth chap- 
ter, abrogate that Jaw ‘concerning in- 
heritances, publifhed in the fame, 
chapter, whereby the Mohajeran and 
Anlars were to be the heirs of one 
another, exclufive of their nearer re- 
lations, who were infidels (5). 


(2) See chap. 9. p. 247. not. *. 
I, p. Re. (5) See 


Jations 
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Ltions in general. This is written in the book of 
GOD. Remember when we accepted their. covenant 
from the prophets *, and from thec, O Mouammenp, 
and from Noan, and Apranam, and Moses, and 
Jesus the fon of Mary, and received from them # 
firm covenant’, that GOD may cxamine the {pcak- 
ers of truth concerning their veracity*: and he hath 
prepared a painful torment for the unbelievers. O 
true believers, remember the favour of Gop towards 
you, when .armies of infidels came againft you’, anc: 
we {ent againft them a wind, and hofts ‘of angels 


which ye faw not: and Gep beheld that which 


¥ In the book of Gon. !—i.e. In 
the preferved Table, or the Koran; 
or, as others fuppofe, in the Penta- 
teuch. 


x W hen we received the covenant 


from the prophets. ]—-—Jallalo’ddin 
fuppofes this covenant was made 
when Adam’s pofterity were drawn 
forth from his loins, and appeared 
before Gon like {mall ants {1}: but 
Marracci conje€tures that the cove- 
nant here meant, was the fame which 
the Talmudifts pretend all the pro- 
phets entered into with Gop on 
mount Sinai, where they were all af- 
{embled in perfon with Mokcs (2). 

y A firm covenant. ]—Whiereby 
they undertook to execute their fe- 
veral commiflions, and promifed to 

reach the religion commanded them 
o Goo. 

* That Gop may examine the 
{peakers of truth concerying their ve- 
racity. ]—i. e. That he may at the 
day of judgment demand of the 
prophets in what manner they ex- 
ecuted their feveral commiffions, and 
how they were received by their 
people: or, as the words may alfo 
import, that he may examine thofe 
who believed on them, conceruing 
their belief, and reward them accoid- 
ingly. 

* When armies of infidels came a- 
gainit you.]—Thefe were the forces 


(1) See chap. 7. p. 220. 


y 
did. 


ao? 


of the Koreifh and the tribe of Ghat 
fan, confederated with the Jews of at 
Nadhir and Koreidha, who befieyed 
Medina to the number of twelv« 
thoufand men, in the expedition 
called the war of the Ditch. 

’ We fent againft them a wind ana 
hofts of angels, &c.j—--On th. 
enemies approach, Mohammed, b- 
the advice of Salman the Perfian 
ordered a deep ditch or entrench 
ment to be dug round Medina, fe. 
the fecurity of the city, and went ou! 
to defend it with three thoufand men 
Both fides remarned in their camp 
near a month, without any other at. 
of hoflility than fhooting of arrows. 
and flinging of ftones; tll, in .. 
winter’s night, Gop fent a piercin., 
cold eaftewind, which benumbe! 
the limbs of the confederates, blev 
the duft in their faces, extinguifhe « 
their fires, overturned their tents, 
and put their horles in diforder, th 
angels at the fame time crying, Alla 
achar round about their came. 
whereupon Toleiha Ebn Khowaile : 
the Afadite faid aloud, Mohamme 
is going to attack you with enchan - 
ments, wherefore provide for yor - 
fafety by flight: and accordingly thc 
Koreifh firfl, and afterwards th- . 
Ghatfanites, broke up the fiege, ar 
returned home; which retreat wus 
alfo not a little owing to the a 

O..' 


(¢) See chap. 3. p. 72. 
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did. When they came againft you from above you, 
and from below you‘, and when your fight became 
troubled, and your hearts came even to your throats 
for fear, and ye imagined of Gop various imagina- 
tions’. There were the faithful tried, and made to 
tremble with a violent trembling. And when the 
hypocrites, and thofe in whofe heart was an infirmity, 
faid, Gop and his apoftle have made you no other 
than a fallacious promife*. And when a party of 
them! faid, O inhabitants of Yatures®, there is 
no place of fecurity for you here; wherefore return 
home. Anda part of them afked leave of the pro- 
phet to depart, faying, Verily our houfes are defence- 
lefs and expofed to the enemy: but they were not de- 
fencelefs; and their intention was no other than to 
fly. If the city had been entered upon them by the 
cnemy from the parts adjacent, and they had been 
afked to defert the true believers, and to fight againft 
them; they had furely confented thereto: but they 
had not, in fuch cafe, remained in the fame’, but a 


fions among the confederate forces, 


the raifing and fomenting whereof 


the Mohammcdans alfo afcribe to 
Gop. It is related that when Mo- 
hammed heard that his enemies were 
retired, he faid, I have obtained fuc- 
cefs by means of the eaft-wind; and 
Ad perifhed by the weft-wind (1). 

¢ When they came againft you 
from above you, and from below 
you. ]—The Ghatfanites pitched on 
the eaft fide of the town, on the 
higher part of the valley; and the 
Koreifh on the weft fide, on the 
lower part of the valley {2). 
_ 4 Ye imagined of Gop various 
sraaginetions |The fincereand thofe 
who were more firm of heart fearing 
they fhould not be able to ftand the 
trial; and the weaker-hearted and hy- 
pocrites thinking themfelves deliver- 
ed ai flaughter and deftru&ion. 

© When the hypocrites faid, Goo 
and his apoftle have made you no 


(1) Al Berpawi, Asu’tr. vit. 


See the Prelim. Difc, p, 6, 
Vou, IT, 


Moh. p.77, &c. 
(3) Idem. V. Asv’cr, ubi fup. p. 76. P77 


other than a fallacious promife. ]— 
The perfon who uttered thefe words, 
itis faid, was Moatteb Ebn Kofheir, 
who told his fellows that Moham- 
med had promifed them the fpoils of 
the Perfians and the Greeks, whereas 
now not one of them dared to ftir out 
of their entrenchment (3). 

f When a party of them faid, &c. ] 
—viz. Aws Ebn Keidhi, and his ad- 
herents. 

& Yathreb. ]—This was the ancient 
and proper name of Medina, or of the 
territory wherein it ftands. Some 
fuppofe the town was fo named from 
its founder, Yathreb the fon of Ka- 
biya, the fon of Mahlayel, the fon of 
Aram, the fon of Sem, the fon of 
Noah; though others tell us it was 
built by the Amalekites (4). 

h Inthe fame. ]-i. e. In the city; 
or, in their apoftacy and rebellion, 
becaufe the Moflems would furely 
fucceed at laft. 


(2) Idem. 
(4) Aumzp Ean Yusor. 


S little 


4 


AL 


274 
little while. 


KORAN. 


They had before made a covenant with 


Cuap. 39, 


Gop, that they would not turn their backs‘: and 
the performance of their covenant with Gop fhall be 


examined into hereafter. 


Say, Flight fhall not pro- 


fit you, if ye fly from death or from flaughter: and 
if it would, yet fhall ye not enjoy this world but a 
little. Say, Who is he who fhall defend you againft 
Gop, if he is pleafed to bring evil on you, or is pleafed 
to fhew mercy towards you? They fhall find none 


to patronife or prote&t them, befides Gop. 


Gop al- 


ready knoweth thofe among you who hinder others 
from following his apoftle, and who fay unto their 
brethren, Come hither unto us ; and who come not to 


battle, except a little*; 


being covetous towards 


you': but when fear cometh on them, thou feeft 
them look unto thee for affiftance, their eyes rolling 
about, like the eyes of him who fainteth by reafon of 
the agonies of death: yet when their fear is paft, they 
inveigh againit you with fharp tongues; being co- 
vetous of the beft and molt valuable part of the fpoils. 
Thefe believe not fincerely ; wherefore Gon hath ren- 
dered their works of no avail; and this is eafy with 


Gon. 
not depart and raife the fie 


They imagined that the confederates would 
gc: and if the confederates 


fhould come another time, they would wifh to live in 
the deferts among the Arabs who dwell in tents”, 
and there to inquire after news concerning you: and 
although they were with you this time, yet they 


fought not, cxcept a little. 


i They had made a covenant with 
Gon, &c.}]-lhe perfons meant here 
weic Banu Haretha, &c. who having 
behaved very il] and run away on a 
certuin occafion, promifed they 
would do fo no more (1). 

* And who come not to battle, ex- 
cept a littl. |—Ejither coming to the 
army in {mall numbers; or ftaying 
with them but a little while, and 
then retusning on fome feigned ¢s- 
cufe; or behaving ill in time of ac- 
tion. Some expofitors take thefe 


Ye have in the apoftle 


words to be part of the fpeech of the 
hypocrites, refle€ting on Moham- 
mcd’s companions for lying idle in 
the trenches, and not attacking the 
encmy. 

1 Being covetous towards you. ]— 
i.e. Sparing of their affiftance cither 
in perfon or with their purfe; or, 
being grecdy after the booty. 

™ They would wifh to live in the 
deferts, &c.J]~Vhat they might be ab- 
fent, and not obliged to go to war. 


(1) Al Berpawi. 


of 
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of Gop an excellent example", unto him who hopeth 
in Gop, and the laft-day, and remembercth Gop 
frequently. When the true believers faw the confe- 
derates, they faid, This is what Gop and his apoftle 
have foretold us°; and Gop and his apoftle have 
fpoken the truth: and it only increafed their faith 
and refignation. Of the true believers fome men 
juftly performed what they had promifed unto Gop’, 
and fome of them have finifhed their courfe1, and 
fome of them wait the fame advantage'; and they 
changed not their promife, by deviating therefrom in 
the leaft: that Gop may reward the juft performers 
of their covenant for their fidelity; and may punifh 
the hypocritical, if he pleafeth, or may be turned 
unto them; for Gop is ready to forgive, and merci- 
ful. Gop hath driven back the infidels in their 
wrath: they obtained no advantage; and Gop 
was a fufficient proteétor unto the faithful in bat- 
tle; for Gop is ftrong and mighty. And he 
hath caufed fuch of thofe who have received the 
{criptures, as allifted the confederates, to come down 
out of their fortreffes‘, and he caft into their 

hearts 


= Ye have in the apoftle of Gon 
an excellent example. |-viz. Of firm- 
nefs in time of danger, of confidence 
in the divine affiflance, and of piety 
by fervent prayer for the fame. 

© This is what Gop and his apoftle 
have foretold us. |~Namely, That we 
muft not expeét to enter paradife, 
without undergoing fome trials and 
tribulations (1). There is a tradition 
that Mohammedaé&tually foretold this 
expedition of the confederates fome 
time before, and the fuccefs of it (2). 

P Some men juftly performed what 
they had promsfed unto Goo. |]—By 
ftanding firm with the prophet, and 


{trenuoufly oppofing the enemies of 


the true religion, according to their 
engagement, 
7 Some of them have finithed 


S2 


(1) See chap. 2. p. 98. chap. 3. p. 80. chap. 29. p. 246, &c. 
(3)Idem, (4) Asu’sr, vit, 


EIDAWIe 


their courfe. ]-Or, as the words mav 
be tranflated, Have fulfilled their 
vow, or paid their debt to nature, by 
ee martyrs in battle ; as did Ham- 
za, Mohammed’s uncle, Mafab Ebn 
Omair, and Ans Ebn al Nadr (3), 
who were flain at the battle of Ohod. 
The martyrs at the war of the Ditch 
were fix, including Saad Ebn Mo- 
adh, who died of his wound about a 
month after (4). 

t And forme wait for the fame ad- 
vantage. |—As Othman and Telha 


" Such of thofe who have received 
the {criptures, as aflifted the confede- 
rates. |—Thele were the Jews of 
the tribe of Koreidha, who, though 
they were in league with Moham- 
med, had, at the inceffant Berle 

ion 


(2) Al 


oh. p. 79. (5) Al Berpawt. 


Atv KORAN, 


hearts terror and difmay': a part of them ye flew, 
and a part ye made captives; and GOD hath 
caufed you to inherit their land, and their houfes, 
and their wealth’, and a land on which ye have not 
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fion of Caab Ebn Afad, a principal 
man among them, perfidioufly gone 
over to his enemies in this war of 
the Ditch; and were feverely pu- 
nifhed for it. For the next morn- 
ing after the confederate forces had 
decamped, Mohammed and his men 
returned to Medina, and laying down 
their arms, began to refrefh them- 
felves after their fatigue ; upon which 
Gabriel came to the prophet, and 
alked him whether he had fuffered 
his people to lay down their arms, 
when the angels had not laid down 
theirs; and ordered him to go im- 
mediately againft the Koradhites, 
affuring him that himfelf would lead 
the way. Mohammed, in obedience 
to the divine command, having cauf- 
ed public proclamation to be made 
that every one fhould pray that after- 
noon for fuccefs againft the fons of 
Koreidha, fet forward on the expe- 
dition without lofs of time; and be- 
ing arrived at the fortrels of the Ko- 
radhites, befieged them for twenty- 
five days, at the end of which, thofe 
people, being in great terror and dif- 
tre{s, capitulated, and at length, not 
daring to trult to Mohammed's 
mercy, furrendcred at the diferction 
of Saad Ebn Muadh (1), hoping that 
he, being the prince of the tribe of 
Aws, their old friends and confed:- 
rates, would have fome regard for 
them: but they werggeceived ; for 
Saad being greatly incenfed at their 
breach of faith, had begged of Gop 
that he might not dicof the wound he 
had received at the Ditch, till he faw 
vengeance taken on the Koradhites, 
and therefore adjudged that the men 
fliould be put tothe fword, the wo- 
men and children’ made flaves, and 
their goods to be divided among the 


(1) See chap. 8. p. 297. not.*. 


Moh. p. 77, &c. V. Gacwrer, Vicde Mah. 1. q. c. 2, 


Jena, (4 Al Berpawt, 


Moflems; which fentence Moham- 
med had no fooner heard, than he 
cried out, That Saad had pronounced 
the fentence of Gon: and the fame 
was accordingly executed, the num- 
ber of men who were flain, amount- 
ing to fix hundred, or, as others fay, 
to feven hundred, or very near; a- 
mong whom were Hoyai Ebn Akhtab 
a great enemy of Mohammed’s, 
and Caab Ebn Afad, who had been 
the chiefoccafion of the revolt of their 
tribe: and foon after Saad, who 
had given judgment againft them, 
died, his wound, which had been 
fhinned over, opening again (2). 

t And caft into their hearts terror 
and difmay.]—This was the work of 
Gabriel, who, according to his pro- 
mife, went before the army of Mol- 
lems. It 1s faid that Mohammed, a 
little before he came to the {fettle- 
ments of the Koradhites, afking fome 
of his men, whether anv Bee had 
ay them, they anfwered, that 

ohya Ebn Kholeifa, the Calbite 
had juft paffed them, mounted on a 
white mule, with houfings of fat- 
tin: to which he replied, That per- 
fon was the angel Gabriel, who is 
fent to the fons of Koreidha, to fhake 
their caftJes, and to ftrike their hearts 
with fear and confternation (9). 

* And Gop hath caufed you to 
inherit their land, &c.]—Their im- 
moveable poffeffions Mohammed 
gave tothe Mohajerin, faying, that 
the Anfars were in their own houles, 
but that the others were deftitute of 
habitations. The moveables were 
divided among his followers, but he 
remitted the fifth part, which was 
ufual to be taken in other cafes 


(4). 


(2’ Al Buipawi, Asvu’rr. Vit. 
(3) Ean 


trodden 
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trodden, for Gon is almighty. O prophet fay un- 
to thy wives, If ye feck this prefent life, and the 
pomp thereof, come, I will make a handfome pro- 
vifion for you, and I will difmifs you with an honour- 
able difmiffion*: but 1f ye feek Gop and his 
apoftle, and the life to come, verily Gop hath pre- 
pared for fuch of you as work righteoufnels, a great 
reward. O wives of the prophet, whofoever of you 
fhall commit a manifeft wickednefs, the punifhment 
thercof fhall be doubled unto her two-fold’; and this 
is cafy with Gop: * but whofoever of you fhall be XXII. 
obedient unto Gop and his apoftle, and fhall do that 
which is right, we will give her her reward twice’, 
and we prepared for her an honourable provifion in 
paradife. O wives of the prophet, ye are not as 
other women: if ye fear GOD, be not too complai- 
fant in fpeech, left he fhould covet, in whofe heart is 
a difeafe of incontinence ; but {peak the fpeech which 
is convenient. And fit ftill in your houfes; and fet 
not out yourfelves with the oftentation of the former 
time of ignorance*:; and obfcrve the appointed times 
of 


w A Jand on which ye have not 
trodden. |—-By which fome fuppofe 
Perfia and Greece are meant; others, 
Khaibar; and others, whatever lands 
the Moflems may conquer till the 
day of judgment (1). 

* O prophet, fay unto thy wives, 
If ye feek this prefent life, &c. |-This 
paflage was revealed on Moham- 
med’s wives afking for more fump- 
tuous clothes, and an additional al- 
Jowance for their expences: and he 
had no fooner received it, than he 
gave them their option, either to 
continue with him, or to be di- 
vorced, beginning with Ayefha, who 
chofe Gon and his apoftle, and the 
reft followed her example; upon 
which the feed thanked them, 
and the following words were re- 
vealed; viz. It fhal] not be lawful for 
thee to take other women to wife 
hereafter (2), &c, From hence fome 


(1) Idem, 
(4) See chap. 4. p. 98, 


(2) See after, in this chap. p, 282, 
(5) Al Barpawi. 


have concluded, that a wife who 
has her option given her, and 
chooles to ftay with her hufband, 
fhall not be divorced; though others 
are of a contrary opinion (3). 

¥ Her punifhment {hall be doubled. } 
— For the crime would be more enor- 
mous and unpardonable in them, 
becaufe of their {uperior condition, 
and the grace which they have re- 
ceived from Gon; whence it is 
that the puitfhment of a free per- 
fon is ordained to be double to that 
of a flave (4), and prophets are 
more feverely reprimanded for their 
faults than other men (5). 

* We will give her her reward 
twice. |—viz. nce for her obedi- 
ence, and a fecond time for her 
conjugal affe&tion to the prophet, 
and handfome behaviour to him. 

* With the offentation of the for. 
mer time of ignorance, }—That is, Ing 


3 the 
(3) Al Bripaws. 
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of prayer, and give alms; and obey Gon, and his 
apoltle ; for Gop defireth only to remove from you 
the abomination of vanity, fince ye arc the houfehold 
of the prophet, and to purify you by a perfeét purifica- 
tion’, And remember that which ‘is read in your 
houles, of the figns of Gon, and of the wifdom re- 
vealed in the Koran; for Gop is clear-fighted, and 
well-acquainted with your aétions. Verily the Moflems 
of either fex, and the true believers of cither fex, 
and the devout men, and the devout women, and 
the men of veracity, and the women of veracity, and 
the patient men, and the patient women, and_ the 
humble men, and the humble women, and _ the alms- 
eivers Of either fex, and the men who faft, and the 
women who faft, and the chafie men, and the chafte 
women, and thofe of either fex who remember Gon 
frequently ; for them hath Gop prepared forgive- 
nefs, anda great reward. It is not fit for a true be- 
liever of either fex, when Gop and his apoftle have 
decreed a thing, that they fhould have the liberty of 
choofing a different matter of their own‘; and who- 
ever 1s difobedicnt unto Gop and his apoftle, furely 
erreth with a manifeft error, And remember when 
thou faidit unto him unta whom Gop had bcen gra- 


Cuar. 32. 


the oldtime ofidolatry. Some fuppofe 
the times before the flood, or the 
time of Abraham to be here intend- 
ed, when women adorned themfelves 
with all their finery, and went abroad 
into the flreets to fhcw themfelves to 
the men (1). ~ 

’ Gop defireth to remove from 
you the abomination, &c. |~—-The 
pronouns of the fecond perfon in this 
part of the pallage being of the maf- 
culine gender, the Shiites pretend 
the fentence has no conneétion with 
the foregoing or the following 
words; and will have it that by 
the houfchold of the prophet are par- 
ticularly meant Fatema and Ali, and 
their two fons Hafan and Hofein, to 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. 


whom thefe words are dire€ted (2). 

© Jtis not fit for a true believer, 
when Gop and _ his apoftle have de- 
creed a thing, that they fhould have 
the liberty of choofing, &c.]—This 
verfe was revealed on account of 
Zeinah (or Zenobia) the daughter 
of Jahafh, and wife of Zcid, Mo- 
hammed’s freed-man, whom the 
prophet fought in marriage, but re- 
ceived a repulfe from the lady and 
her brother Abdallah, they being at 
firlt averfe to the match; for which 
they are here reprehended. The 
mother of Zeinah, it is faid, was 
Amima, the daughter of Abd’al- 
movaieb, and aunt to Mohammed 
(3). 


(3) Al Berpawr, JaLuaLo’ppin. 
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cious *, and on whom thou alfo hadft conferred fa- 
vours’. Keep thy wife to thyfelf, and fear Gon: 
and thou didft conceal that in thy mind which Gop 
had determined to difcover', and didft fear men; 
whereas it was more juft that thou fhouldeft fear 
Gop. But when Zeid* had determined the matter 
concerning her, and had refolved to divorce her, we 
joined her in marriage unto thee ", left a crime fhould 


¢ When thou faidft unto him unto 
whom Gop had been gracious, ]—— 
viz, Zeid Ebn Haretha, on whom 
Gop had beftowed the grace early to 
become a Moflem. 

¢ And on whom thou hadft con- 
ferred favours. |—By giving him his 
liberty, and adopting him for thy 
fon, &c. 

Zeid was of the tribe of Calb, a 
branch of the Khodaites, defcended 
from Hamyar the fon of Saba; and 
being taken in his childhood by a 

arty of free-bootcrs, was bought 
by Mohammed, or as others fay, by 
his wife Khadijah before fhe married 
him. Some years after, Haretha, 
hearing where his fon was, took a 
journey to Mecca, and offered a 
confiderable fum for his ranfom ; 
whereupon Mohammed faid, Let 
Zeid come hither ; and 1f he choofes 
to go with you, take him without 
yaniom : but if it be hischoice to fay 
with me, why fhould Inotkeep him ? 
And Zeid being come, declared that 
he would flay with his mafter, who 
treated him as if he were his only 
fon. Mohammed no fooner heard 
this, but he took Zeid by the hand, 
and led him tothe black ffone of the 
Caaba, where he publicly adopted 
him for his fon, and conftituted him 
his heir; with which the father ac- 
uiefced, and returned home well 
atisied. From this time Zeid was 
called the fon of Mohammed, till the 
publication of Iflam; after which 
the prophet gave him to wife Zei- 

nah (1). 
* And thou didf conceal that in 


(1) Al Jannasr. 


Beipawi, al Jannasi, &c. 


V. Gacnier, Vie de Moh. 1. 4. ¢. 3s 


be 


thy mind which Gon had determined 
to pee pai thy affeéti- 
onto Zeinah. The whole intrigue 
is artfully enough unfolded in this 
paffage ; the ftory is as follows. 
Some years after his marriage, 
Mohammed going to Zeid’s houfe on 
fome affair, and not finding him at 
home, accidentally caft his eyes on 
Zeinah, who was then in a drefs 
which difcovered her beauty to ad- 
vantage, and was fo fmitten at the 
fight, that he could not forbear 
crying out, Gop be praifed, who 
turneth the hearts of men as he 
pleafeth! This Zeinah failed not to 
acquaint her hufband with, on his 
return home; whercupon Zeid, af- 
ter mature refleétion, thought he 
could do no le(fs than part with his 
wife, in favour of his bencta€tor ; 
and therefore relfolved to divorce 
her, and acquainted Mohammed 
with his refolution: but he, appre- 
hending the fcandal it might raife, 
offered to diffuade him from it, and 
endeavoured to ftifle the flames 
which inwardly confuined him ; but 
at length, his love for her being 
authorize& by this revelation, he 
acquiefced, ard after the term of 
her divorce was expired, married 
her, in the latter end of the 5th 
year of the Hejra (2). ; 
é Zeid. J—It is obferved that this 
is the only perfon, of all Moham- 
med’s companiens, whofe name is 
mentioned in the Kordn. 
h We joined her in marriage unto 
thee.]-Whence Zeinah ufed tovaunt 
herfelf above the prophet’s other 
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(c) Al 
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be charged on the true believers, in marrying the 
wives of their adopted fons, when they have deter- 
mined the matter concerning them‘: and the com- 
mand of Gop isto be performed. Nocrime is to be 
charged on the prophet, as to what Gop hath al- 
lowed him, conformable to the ordinance of Gop with 
regard to thofe who preceded him, (for the command 
of Gop is a determinate decrec,) who brought the 
meffages of Gon, and feared him, and feared none 
befides Gon: and Gop 1s a fufficient accomptant. 
Mowammep is not the fathcr of any man among 
you: but the apoltle of Gon, and the feal of the 
prophets: and Gop knoweth all things. O true 
believers, remember Gop’ with a frequent remem- 
brance, and celebrate his praife morning and even- 
ing. It is he who is gracious unto you, and his an- 
gels intercede for you, that he may lead you forth 
from darknefs into light; and he is merciful to- 
wards the true belicvers. Their falutation, on the 
day whcreon they fhall meet him, fhall be, Peace! 
and he hath prepared for them an honourable re. 
compenfe. O prophct, verily we have fent thee to 
be a witnefs, anda bearer of good tidings, and a dc- 
nounccr of threats, and an inviter unto Gop, through 
his good pleafure, and a fhining light. Bear good 
tidings therefore unto the true believers, that they 
fhall receive great abundance from Gop. And obcy 
not the unbclicvers and the hypocrites, and mind 
not their evil treatment: but truft in Gop; and 
Gop is a fufficjent prote€tor. O true believers, 
when ye marry women who are believers, and after. 
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wives, faying, that Gon had made 
the match between Mohammed and 
hei{elf, whereas their matches were 
made by their relations (1). 

> Lefi a crime fhould be charged 
on the true believers, in marrying the 
wives of their adopted fons, &c.}— 
For this feigned relation, as has been 
obferved, created an impediment of 
marriage among the old Arabs 


within the prohibited degrees, in 
the fame manner as if it had been 
real; and therefore Mohammed’s 
marrying Zeinah, who had been his 
adopted fon’s wife, occafioned great 
{candal among his followers, which 
was much heightened by the Jews 
and hypocrites: -but the cuflom is 
here declared unreafonable, and a- 
bolifhed for the future. 


(1) Idem, 


wards 
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wards put them away, before ye have touched them, 
there is no term prefcribed you to fulfil towards 
them* after their divorce: but make them a prefent }, 
and difmifs them frecly, with an honourable difmif- 
ion. O prophet, we have allowed thee thy wives 
into whom thou haft given their dower, and alfo 
‘ie flaves which thy right-hand poffeflcth, of the 
tooty which Gop hath granted thee", and the daugh- 
iers of thy uncle, and the daughters of thy aunts, 
voth on thy father’s fide, and on thy mother’s fide, 
vho have fled with thee from Mecca®*, and any 
other believing woman, if fhe give herfelf unto the 
vrophet®; in cafe the prophet defircth to take her to 


wife. 


above the reft of the truc believers’. 


k There is no time prefcribed you 
-o fulfil towards them. |—~—That 1s, 
7e are not obliged to keep them 
ny certain time before ye difmifs 
hem, as ye are thofe with whom the 
marriage hasbeen confummated. See 
hap. 2. p- 40, 41. 

Make them a prefent.]—i. e. If 
:odower has been affigned them: 
ror if a dower has been affigned, 
‘ne hufband is obliged, according 
.o the Sonna, to give the woman 
half the dower agreed on, befides 
« prefent (1). This is ftill to be 
underftood of fuch women with 
whom the marriage has not been 
confummated. 

m The flaves of the booty which 
Gon hath granted thee. ]—It is faid, 
therefore, that the women {flaves 
which he fhould buy are not in- 
«tuded in this grant. 

" Who have fled with thee from 
Mecca. ]—But not the others. It is 
r lated of Omm Hani, the daughter 
e? Abu Taleb, that fhe fhould fay, 
The apoftle of Gop courted me for 
his wife; but I excufed myfelf to 
him, and he accepted of my excufe; 
afterwards this verfe was revealed ; 
out he was not thereby allowed to me, 


(r) Idem. 2) Idem. 
Paro, Lift of Mahe pe t16 


, Jaber, 


This 1s a peculiar privilege granted unto thee, 


We know 
what 


becaufe I fled not with him (¢@). 

It may be obferved that Dr. Pri. 
deaux is much miflaken, when he 
afferts that Mohammed in this chap- 
ter brings in Gop exempting him 
from the law in the fourth chap- 
ter (3), whereby the Moflems are 
forbidden to marry within certain 
degrees, and giving him an efpeci- 
al privilege to take to wife the 
daughter of his brother, or the 
daughter of his fifter (4). 

° And any believing woman, if 
fhe give herfelf unto the prophet. ]— 
Without demanding any dower. 
According to a tradition of Ebn Ab- 
bas, the prophet, however, married 
no woman without affigning her a 
dower. The commentators are not 
agreed who was the woman particu- 
larly meant in this paffage ; but they 
name four who are fuppofed to have 
thus giventhemfelves tothe prophet, 
viz. Maimina Bint al Hareth, Zc1- 
nab Bint Khozaima, Ghozia Bint 
furnamed Omm Shoraic, 
(which three he a€tually married,) 
and Khawla Bint Hakim, whom, as 
it feems he rejeQted. 

P This is a peculiar privere 
granted thee, above the reft of the 

truc 


(3) Pag. 97, 98 (4) Sec. 
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what we have ordained them concerning their wives, 
and the flaves whom their right-hands poffefs: Ici it 
fhould be deemed a crime in thee to make ufe of the 
privilege grantedthee ? for Gop is gracious and merci- 
ful. ‘Thou maycft poftponc the turn of fuch of thy 
wives as thou fhalt pleafc, in being called to thy bed ; 
and thou mayeft take unto thee her whom thou fhalt 
pleafe, and her whom thou fhalt defire of thofe whom 
thou fhalt have before reyeéted: and it fhall be no 
crime im thee%, This will be more eafy, that they 
may be entircly content, and may not be grieved, 
but may be well-pleafed with what thou fhalt give 
every of them: Gop knowcth whatever is in your 
hearts ; and Gop is knowing and gracious. It fhall 
not be lawful for thee to take othcr women to wife 
hereafter ', nor to exchange any of thy wives for them’, 


Cuap. 39, 


true believers. ]—For no Moflem can 
legally marry above four wives, 
whether free women or flaves ; 
whereas Mohammed is, bv the pre- 
ceding paflage, left at liberty to 
take as many as he pleafed, though 
with fomc reftridtions. 

q Thou maveft poftpone the turn 
of fuch of thy wives as thou fhalt 
pleafe, ce ae this paffage fome 
farther privileges were granted unto 
Mohammed; for, whereas other 
men are obliged to carry themfeives 
equally towards their wives (1), 1 
cafe they had more than one, particu- 
larly asto the duties of the marriage 
bed, to which each has aright to be 
called in her turn, (which night was 
a. knowledged in the moft early ages 
(2), and cannot take again a wife 
whom they have divorced the third 
time, ull fle has “been married to 
another and divorced by him (9), the 
prophct was left abfolutely at lberty 
io deal with them in thefe and other 
sefpects as he thought fit. 

t Jt fhall not be lawful for thee to 
take other women to wife hereafter, 
&c.J—The commentators differ as 
wo the caprefs meaning of thefe 


(1) Sce Kor. chap. 4. p.g2, &c. 
(9) Sec chap. 2. p. 41, 42. 


words. Some think Mohammed was 
thercby forbidden to take any more 
wives than ninc, which number he 
then had, and is fuppofed to have 
been his flint, as four was that of 
other men; fome imagine that after 
this prohibition, though any of the 
wives he then had fhould dic, or be 
divorced, yet he could not marry 
another in her room; fome think 
he was only forbidden from this 
tine forward to marry any other 
woman than one of the four forts 
mentioned in the preceding paflage ; 
and others (4) are of opinion that 
this verfe is abrogated by the two 
preceding verfes, or one of them, 
aud was revealed before them, tho’ 
it be read after them (5). 

* Nor to exchange any of thy 
wives for them. ]—By divorcing her 
and marrying another. Al Zamakh- 
fhari tells us, that fome are of opini- 
on this prohibition 1s to be underfiood 
of a particular kind of exchange 
ufed among the idolatrous Arabs 
whereby two men made a mutual 
exchange of their wives without 
any other formality. 


(2) See Genef. xxx. 14, &c. 


(4) As Anu’t Kasam HesparaLLane 
5) Al Zavanu. 4) Berpawr. Jarvaro’ppin, &c. 


although 
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although their beauty pleafe thee ; except the flaves 
whom thy right-hand fhall poffels: and Gop ob- 
ferveth all things. O truce believers, enter not the 
houfes of the prophet, unlefs it be permitted you to 
eat meat with him, without waiting his convenient 
time: but when ye are invited, then enter. And 
when ye fhall have eaten, difperfe yourfelves; and 
ftay not to enter into familiar difcourfe: for this in- 
commodeth the prophet. He is afhamed to bid you 
cepart; but Gop is not afhamcd of the truth, And 
‘vhen ye afk of the prophct’s wives what ye may have 
-ccafion for, afk it of them from behind a curtain‘, 
Chis will be more pure for your hearts and their 
-hearts. Neither is it fit for you to give any uneafi- 
nefs to the apoftle of Gop, or to marry his wives 
ufter him for ever*: for this would be a gricvous 
thing in the fight of Gop. Whether ye divulge a 
thing, or conceal it, verily Gop knoweth all things. 
It fhall be no crime in them as to thcir fathers, or 
their fons, or their brothers, or their brothers fons, 
or their fifters fons, or their women, or the flaves 
which their right-hands poffefs, if they {peak to them 
unveiled“; and fear ye Gop*; for Gop is witnefs of 


all things. Verily Gop and his angels blefs the 


© Afk it of them from behind a 
curtain. | That is, Let there be a 
curtain drawn between you, or let 
them be veiled, while ye talk with 
them. As the defign of the for- 
mer precept was to prevent the im- 
pertinence of troublefome vifiters, 
the defign of this was to guard a- 
gainft too near an intercourfe or fi- 
miliarity between his wives and his 
followers; and was occafioned, it 
is faid, by the hand of one of his 
companions accidentally touching 
that of Ayefha, which yave the pro- 
phet fome uneafinefs (1). 

" Neither is it fit for you to marry 
his wives after him.J—i. e. Either 
fuch as he {hall divorce in his life- 





(1) Al Berpawr 


ELDAWI, 


(2) See before, p. 188, 189. not. §, 


time, or his widows after his death. 
This was another privilege peculiar 
to the prophet. 

It is related, that in the Khali- 
fat of Omar, Afhath Ebn Kats mar- 
ried the woman whom Mohammed 
had difmiffed without confumma- 
ting his marriage with her (2); 
upon which the Khalif at firft was 
thinking to ftone her, but after- 
wards changed his mind, on its 
being reprefented to him that this 
prohibition related only te fuch 
women to whom the prophet had 
gone in (3). 

w See chap. 24. p. 192. 

x Fear ye Goo. ]—The words ate 
dire&ted to the prophet’s wives. 


(3) Al 
prophet. 


At KOR AN. 


prophet. O true belicvers, do ye alfo blefs him, 
and falute him with a refpcétful falutation’. As to 
thofe who offend Gop and his apoftle, Gop fhall 
curfe them in this world and in the next; and he 
hath prepared for them a fhameful punifhment. 
And they who fhall injure the true belicvers of either 
fex, without their deferving it, fhall furely bear the 
guilt of calumny and a manifeft injuftice’*» O pro- 
phet, {peak unto thy wives, and thy daughters, 
and the wives of the true believers, that they caft 
their outer garments* over them when they walk 
abroad; this will be morc proper, that they may be 
known to be matrons of reputation, and may not be 
aftronted by unfeemly words or a€tions. Gon is gra- 
cious and merciful. Verily if the hypocrites, and 
thofe in whofe hearts is an infirmity, and they who 
raife difturbances in Meprina, do not dcfift; we 
will furely ftir thee up againft them, to chaftife them; 
henceforth they fhall not be fuffered to dwell near thee 
thercin, except for a little time, and being accurfed ; 
wherever they are found they fhall be taken, and 
killed with a general flaughter, according to the fen- 
tence of Gon concerning thole who have been be- 
fore; and thou fhalt not find any change in the fen- 
tcnce of Gop. Men will afk thee concerning the 
approach of the laft-hour: anfwer, Verily the know- 
ledge thereof is with Gop alonc ; and he will not in- 
form thee: peradventure the hour is nigh at hand. 
Verily Gop bath curled the infidels, and hath pre- 
pared for them a herce fire, wherein they fhall re- 
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y Blefs the prophet, and falute 
him. J-Hence the Mohammedans fel- 
dom mention his name without add- 
ing, On whom be the bleffing of 
Gonand peace! or the like words. 

* Uhey who ‘hall injure the true 
believers, &c.J-This veife was re- 
uraled, according to fome, on oc- 
tafion of certain hypocrites who 


4 


had flandered Ali; or, according to 
others, on occafion of thofe who 
falfely accufed Ayefha(1), &c. 

* "Their outer garments. |The 
original word properly fignifies the 
large wrappers, ufually of white lin- 
en, with which the women in the 
eaft cover themfelves from head to 
foot when they go abroad, 


1) See chap. 24. p. 188, 189, not, ', 


main 
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raain for ever: they fhall find no patron or defender. 
«Jn the day whereon their faces fhall be rolled in hell- 
{,-e, they fhall fay, O that we had obeyed Gop, and 
iad obeyed his apoftle! And they fhall fay, O Lorn, 
verily'we have obeyed our lords, and our great men ; 
ard they have feduced us from the right way. O 
Iorp, give them the double of our punifhment; 
and curfe them witha heavy curfe! O true believers, 
be not as thofe who injured Moses; but Gop cleared 
iim from the fcandal which they had fpoken concern- 
.og him>; and he was of great confideration in the 
feht of Gop% O true believers, fear Gon, and 
iyeak words well-direéted; that GOD may correét 
,our works for you, and may forgive you your 
«ns: ‘and whoever fhall obey Gop and his apoftle, 
siall enjoy great felicity. We propofed the faith un- 
‘*) the heavens, and the earth, and the mountains: 
and they rcefufed to undertake the fame, and were 
fraid thereof; but man undertook it‘: verily he 


’ Be not asthofe who injured Mo- 
azs, &c.j—The commentators are 
not agreed what this injury was. 
Some fay that Mofes ufing to wath 
»imfelf apart, certain malicious 
people gave out that he hada rup- 
ture (or, fay others, that he was a 
leper, or an hermaphrodite,) and 
for that reafon was afhamed te wath 
with them: but Gop cleared him 
from this afperfion, by caufing the 
{tone on which he had laid his 
Viothes while he wafhed, to run 
away with them into the camp, 
whither Mofes followed it naked; 
‘nd by that means the Ifraelites, in 
‘he midft of whom he was gotten 
ste he was aware, plainly perceived 
the falfehood of the report. Others 
{uppofe Karun’s accufation of Mofes 
's here intended (1), or elfe the fuf- 
micion of Aaron’s murder, which 
vas Caft on Mofes, becaule he was 
with him when he died on mount 
Hor; of which latter he was jufti- 


(1) See chap. 28. p. 242, 
fo, Al Bonuant. 


was 


fied by the angels bringing his body 
and expofing it to public view, or, 
fay fome, by the teflimony of Aaron 
himlelf, who was raifed to life for 
that purpofe (2). 

The paffage is fatd to have been 
occafioned by fome refleétions which 
were caft on Mohammed, on his di- 
viding certain fpoils; and that when 
they came to hisear, he faid, Gop be 
merciful unto my brother Moles: he 
was wronged morc than this, and 
bore it with patience (3), 

© He was of preat confideration in 
the fight of Gov. |—Some copies for 
inda read abda, according to which 
the words fhouid be tranflated, And 
he was an illuftnous fervant of Gon. 

4 We propofed the faith unto the 
heavens, and the earth, and the 
mountains, &c.]—By faith is here 
underftood entire obedience to the 
law of Gon, which is reprefented 
to be of fo high eenrcan ne lefs 
than ciernal happinefs or mifery de- 

; pending 


(9) Jarcaro’ppin, Al Berpawt. 
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was unjuft to himfelf, and foolifhs: that Gop may 
punifh the hypocritical men, and the hypocritical 
women, and the idolaters, and the idolatreffes ; and 
that Gop may be turned unto the true believers, both 


Cuap, 94, 


men and women; for Gop is gracious and merciful, 


pending on the obfervance or negleét 
eens and fo difficult in the per- 
formance, thatif Gon fhould propofe 
the fame, on the conditions annexed, 
to the vafter parts of the creation, 
and they had underftanding to com- 

rehend the offer, they would decline 
it, and not dare to takeonthem a 
duty, the failing wherein muft be 
attended with fo terrible a confe- 
quence; and yet man is faid to have 
undertaken it, notwithftanding his 
weaknefs and the infirmities of his 
nature. Some imagine this propofal 
is not hypothetical, but was aCtually 
made to the heavens, earth, and 
mountains, which at their firft cre- 
ation were endued with reafon, and 
that Gon told them he had made a 
law, and had created paradife for the 
recompenfe of fuch as were obedient 


to it, and hell for the punifhment of 
the difobedient; to which they an- 
fwered, that they were content to be 
obliged to perform the fervices for 
which they were ercated, but would 
not undertake to fulfil the divine law 
on thofe conditions, and therefore 
defied neither reward nor punifh- 
ment; they add, that when Adam 
was created, the fame offer was made 
him, and he accepted it (1). The 
commentators have other explications 
of this paffage, which it would be too 
prolix to tranfcribe. 

© He was unjuft to himfelfand fool- 
ifh, ]|—Unjuft to himfelf, in not ful. 
filling his engagements and obeying 
the law he had accepted ; and foolifh, 
In not confidering the confequence 
of his difobedience and negleét. 


(1) Jauiaro’ppin, Al Berpawi, 


CHAP. 


XXXIV, 


Intitled, Sapa‘; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


RAISE be to Gon, unto whom belongeth 
P whatever is in the heavens and on earth: and 
unto him be praife in the world to come; for he is 


wife and intelligent. 


He knoweth whatfoever enter- 


eth into the earth’, and whatloever cometh out of 


4 


f Mention is made of the people 
of Saba in the fifteenth verfe. 


& Whiartfloever entercth into the 


earth.J—As the sain, hidden trea- 
fures, the dead, &c. 


the 


CHAP. 34. Ar KORAN. 284 


the fame", and whatfoever defcendcth from heaven’, 
and whatfoevcr afcendeth thereto*: and he is mer- 
ciful and ready to forgive. ‘The unbelievers fay, 
The hour of judgment will not come unto us. An- 
fwer, Yea, by my Lorn, it will furely come unto 
you; it is he who knoweth the hidden fecret: the 
weight of an ant, either in heaven or in earth, is not 
abfent from him, nor any thing leffer than this or 
greater, but the fame is written in the perfpicuous 
book of his decrees; that he may recompenfe thofe 
who fhall have believed, and wrought righteoufnels : 
they fhall receive pardon, and an honourable provi- 
fion. But they who endeavour to render our figns of 
none effcét, fhall receive a punifhment of painful 
torment. Thofe unto whom knowledge hath becn 
siven, fee that the book which hath been revealed 
into thee from thy Lorp is the truth, and dire&tcth 
into the glorious and laudable way. The unbe- 
levers fay to one anothcr, Shall we fhew you a man 
who fhall prophefy unto you, that when ye fhall 
have been difperfed with a total difperfion, ye fhall 
he raifed a new creature? He hath forged a lie con- 
cerning Gop, or rather he is diftratted. But they 
who believe not in the life to come, fhall fall into 
punifhment and a wide error. Have they not there- 
fore confidered what is before them, and what is be- 
hind them, of the heaven and the earth? If we 
pleafe, we will caufe the earth to open and {wallow 
them, or will caufe a piece of the heaven to fall 
upon them: verily herein is a fign unto every fer- 
vant, who turnecth unto GOD. We heretofore be- 
{towed on Davin excellence from us: and we faid, O 
ynountains, fing alternate praifes with him; and we 
obliged the birds alfo to join therein. And we foftened 


» And whatfoever cometh out of lightning, &c. 


the fame. ]—As animals, plants, me- — * And whatfoever afcendeth there- 
tals, {pring-water, &c. to.]—As the angels, men’s works, 
* "Wharfoever defcendeth from vapours, {moke, &c. (1). 


heaven. ]—As the angels, fcriptures, 
decrees of Gop, rain, thunder and 


(1) Al Berpawt. 


' See chap, 21. p, 161. 


the 
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the iron for him, faying, Make thereof complete coats 
of mail", and rightly difpofe the {mall plates which 
compofe the fame: and work ye righteouf{nefs, O fa- 
mily of Davin; for I fee that which ye do. And 
we made the wind fubje€t unto SoLomon": it blew 
in the morning for a month, and in the evening for a 
month. And we made a fountain of molten brafs to 
flow for hime. And fome of the genii were obliged 
to work in his prefence, by the will of his Lorn; 
and whoever of them turned afide from our com- 
mand, we will caufe him to tafte the pain of hell- 
fire’. They made for him whatever he pleafed, of 
palaces, and ftatues*, and large difhes like fifh- 
ponds ', and cauldrons ftanding firm on their trevets* ; 
and we faid, Work righteou{nefs, O family of Davin, 
with thank{giving; for few of my fervants are thank- 
ful. And when we had decreed that Sotomon 
fhould die, nothing difcovered his death unto them, 
except the creeping thing-of the earth, which gnawed 
his ftaff. And when his body fell down, the genii 


Cuarp. 34. 


™ See chap. 21. p. 161. 

= See ibid. and chap. 27. p. 223. 

° A fountain of molten brafs. |— 
This fountain they fay was in Ya- 
man, and flowed thrce days in a 
month (1). 

® We will caufe him to tafte the 


pain of hell-fire.]|—Or, as forme ex- . 


pound the words, We caufed him to 
tafte the pain of burning; by which 
they underffand the coireétion the 
difobedient geniieceived at the hands 
of the angel fet over them, who 
whipped them with a whip of fire. 

@ Statues. |—Some fuppofe thefe 
were images of the angels and pro- 
phets, and that the making of them 
was not then forbidden; or elfe 
that they were not fuch images as 
were forbidden by the law. Some 
fay thefe fpirits made him two lions, 
which were placed at the foot of his 
throne, and two eagles, which were 
fet above it; and that when he 


(1) Idem, JaLLaro’opin. 


(2) Idem. 


plainly 


rounted it the lions ftretched out 
their paws, and when he fat down 
the eagles fhaded him with their 
wings (2). 

* Dithes like fith-ponds. ]—Being 
fo monftroufly large that a thoufand 
men might eat out of each of them 
at once, 

* And cauidrons ftanding firm on 
their trevets.]——Thefe_cauldrons, 
they fav, were cut out of the moun- 
tains of Yaman, and were fo vaftly 
big that they could not be moved; 
and people went up to them by fleps 





} 

Nothing difcovered his death, but 
the creeping thing of the earth, which 
gnawed his flaff.j}——The com- 
mentators, to explain this paflage, 
tell us, That David, having laid 
the foundations of the temple of 
Jerufalem, which was to be in lieu 
of the tabernacle of Mofes, when he 
died, left it to be finifhed by his fon 

Solomon ; 


(3) JALLALO’DDIN. 
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plainly perceived that if they had known that which 
is fecret, they had not continued in a vile punifh- 
ment’. The defcendants of Sasa’ had herctofore a 
fign in their dwellings ; namely, two gardens, one on 
the right-hand and on the left *: and it was faid unto 
them, Eat ye of the provifion of your Iorp, and 
give thanks unto him; ye have a good country, 
and a gracious Lorn. But they turned afide from 
what we had commanded them; wherefore we fent 
againft them the inundation of aL AReM’, and we 


Solomon; who employed the genii 
in the work: that Solomon, before 
the edifice was quite completed, per- 
ceiving his mad drew nigh, begged 
of Gop that his death might be con- 
cealed from the genii ull they had 
entirely finifhed it: that Gop there- 
fore fo ordered it, that Solomon died 
as he flood at his prayers, leaning on 
his ftaff, which fupported the body 
in that pofture ne Ay year; and the 
genii, fuppofing bim to be alive, con- 
tinued their work during that term, 
at the expiration whereof the temple 
being perfectly completed, a worm, 
which had gotten into the ftaff, eat 
it through, and the corps fell to the 
ground and difcovered the king’s 
death (1). 

Poffibly this fable of the templc’s 
yeing built by geni, and not by men, 
might take its rife from what is men- 
tioned in {cripture, that the houfe 
was built of ftone made ready before 
it was brought thithe:; fo that there 
was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any 
tool of iron heard in the houfe while 
it was building (2): the Rabbins 
indeed tell us of a worm, which 
might aflift the workmen, its virtue 
being fuch as to caufe the rocks and 
jzones tp fly in funder (3). Whe- 
ther the worm which gnawed Solo- 
_10n’s flaff, were of the fame breed 
- vith this other, I know not; but the 
‘.ory has perfeétly the air of a Jewilh 
* \ention. 


Vo... Il. 


(1) Al Berpawr, JaLLALo’pnIn. 


changed 
®* They had not continued in a 
vile punifhment. }——i. e. They had 


not continued in fervile fubjeGion to 
the command of Solomon, nor had 
gone on with the work of the 
temple. 

w The defcendants of Saba.J—~ 
Saba was the fon of Yafhhah, the fon 
of Yarab, the fon of Kahtan, whofe 
pollerity dwelt in Yaman, ia the 
city of Mareb, called alfo Saba, 
about three days journey from 
Sanaa. 

* [wo gardens, one on the right- 
hand, and the other on the left. |— 
That 1s, two tracts of Jand, one on 
this fide of their city, and the other 
on that, planted with trees, and made 
into gardens, which lay fo thick and 
clofe together, that each tratt feemed 
to be one continued garden: or, it 
may be, every houfe had a garden on 
each hand of it (4). 

y The inundation of al Arem.]— 
The commentators fet down feve- 
ral fignifications of the word a 
Arem, which are fearce worth men- 
tioning: it moft properly fignifies 
mounds or dams for the flopping or 
containing of water, and is here 
ufed for that {tupendous mound or 
building which formed the vaft ree 
{ervoir above the city of Saba, de- 
feribed in another place (5), and 
which, for the great impiety, pride, 
and infolence of the inhabitants, 


was broken down in the night by a 
T hty 


mig 


(2) 1 Kings vi. 7. (9) V. 


Kimur, 1n loc, Bux. Lex. Talm. p, 2456, & Scutcxarn1 Tarich reg. 


Perf, p- 62, 
pP- q2, 13. 


(4) Al Berpaw:. 


(5) See the Prelim. Didc. fe&. 1. 
n 
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changed their two gardens for them into two gardens 
producing bitter fruit, and tamarifks, and fome 
little fruit of the lote-tree. This we gave them in 
reward, becaule they were ungrateful: is any thus 
rewarded, except the ungrateful? And we placed be- 
tween them and the cities which we have bleffed’, 
cities fituate near each other; and we made the jour- 
ney eafy between them’, faying, Travel through the 
fame by night, and by day, in fecurity. But they 
faid, O Lorn, put a greater diftance between our 
journeys‘: and they were unjuft unto themfelves; 
and we made them the fubjeét of difcourfe, and dif- 
perfed them with a total difperfion*’, Verily herein 
are figns unto every paticnt, grateful perfon. And 


Cuap, a4, 


Esxis found his opinion of them to be true*: 


mighty flood, and occafioned a ter- 
able defiruétion (1). Al Beidiwi 
fuppofes this mound was the work of 
queen Balkis, and that the above- 
mentioned cataftrophe happened af- 
ter the time of Jesus Curisrt; 
wherein he feems to be miftaken. 

= Tamanifks. |—A low fhrub bear- 
ing no fruit, and delighting in falufh 
and barren ground. 

* The cities which we have bliefs- 
ed.|—viz Thecities of Syria. 

* We made the journcy eafy be- 
tween them. ] By reafon of their 
near diftance. fo that during the 
whole journcy a traveller might reft 
in one town during the heat of the 
day, and in another at night; nor 
was he obliged to carry provifions 
with him (2). 

¢ Put a greater diflance between 
our journeys./—This petition they 
made out of covetoufnels, that the 
poor being obliged to be longer on 
the road, they might make greater 
advantage in letting out their cattle, 
and furnifhing the travellers with 
provifion: and Gop was pleafed 
to punifh them by grenting them 





their wilh, and permitting moft of 


1) See ibid. p. 19, 
is Al eens v G 


(6) V. Poc. fpec. p. 42, 45, & 66. 


(2) Jaruac. Al Beipawr. 
ov. not. in Alfrag. p. 87. 


and 


the cities, which were between Saba 
and Syria, to be ruined and aban 
doned (3). 

‘We made them the fubje& of 
difcourfe, and difperfed them with a 
total difperfion.]——For the neigh- 
bouring nations juftly wondered at 
fo fudden and unforefeen a revolu- 
tion in the affairs of this once flou- 
rifhing people: whence it became a 
proveibial faying, to exprefs a total 
difperfion, that they were gone and 
{cattered like Saba (4). 

OF the defcendants of Saba who 
quitted their, country, and fought 
new {ettlements on this inundation, 
the tribe of Ghaffan went into Syria, 
the tribe of Ammar to Yathreb, the 
tribe of Jodham to Tehamah, the 
tribe of al Azd to Oman (5), the 
tribe of Tay to Najd, the tribe of 
Khoazah to Batn Marr near Mecca, 
Banu Amela to a mountain, thence 
called the mountain of Amela, neay 
Damafcus, and others went to Hira 
in Irak (6); &e. 

© Eblis found his opinion of them 
to be true.]—Either his opinion of 
the Sabeans, when he faw them 
addifted to pride and An gFantHds 

2 an 


(3) Tidem, 
(5) Al Besrpawi. 
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and they followed him, except a party of the true be- 
lievers: and he had no power over them, unlefs to 
tempt them, that we might know him who believed in 
the life to come, from him who doubted thereof. Thy 
Lorp obferveth all things. Say unto the idolaters, 
Call upon thofe whom ye imagine to be gods, befides 
Gop: they are not mafters of the weight of an ant in 
heaven or on earth, neither have they any fhare in the 
creation or government of the fame; nor is any of 
them affiftant to him therein. No interceffion will be 
of fervice in his prefence, except the interceffion of 
him to whom he fhall grant permiffion to intercede for 
others®: and they fhall wait in fufpenfe until, when the 
terror fhall be taken off from their hearts’, they fhall 
{fay to one another, What doth your Lorp fay? They 
fhall anfwer, That which is juft: and he is the high, the 
great GOD. Say, Who providcth food for you from 
heaven and earth? Anfwer, Gop: and either we, or 
ye, follow the true direction, or are in a manifeft error. 
Say, Ye fhall not be examined concerning what ye 
fhall have done. Say, Our Lorp will affemble us to- 
gether at the laft-day: then will he judge between us 
with truth; and he is the judge, the knowing. Say, 
Shew me thofe whom ye have joined as partners with 
him? Nay; rather he 1s the mighty, the wife Gop. 
We have not fent thee otherwife than unto mankind 
in general, a bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer 
of threats: but the greater part of men do not un- 
derftand. And they fay, When will this threat be 
fulfilled, if ye fpeak truth? Anfwer, A threat is de- 


and the fatisfying their lufts; or elfe 
the opinion he entertained of all 
mankind at the fall of Adam, or 
at his creation, when he heard the 
angels fay, Wilt thou place in the 
earth one who will do evil therein, 
and fhed blood (1) ? 

_* Except a party of the true be- 
lievers. ]—Who were faved from the 
common deftru@ion. 


& See chap. 19. p. 197. 

b When he roe all be taken 
off from their hearts. ]—i. e. From 
the hearts of the interceflors, and of 
thofe for whom Gop hall allow 
them to intercede, by the permiffion 
which he fhall grant them; for no 
angel or prophet fhall dare to {peak 
. the laft-day without the divine 
eave. 


(1) See chap, g. p, 6, chap. 7. p. 187, and chap, 15. p. 72, &e. 
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nounced unto you of a day which ye fhall not retard 
one hour, neither fhall ye haften. The unbclievers 
fay, We will by no means believe in this Koran, 
nor in that which hath been revealed before it‘. But 
if thou couldeft fee when the unjuft doers fhall be 
fet before their Lorn! They will iterate difcourfe 
with one another: thofe who were cfteemed weak 
fhall fay to thofe who behaved themfelves arrogantly *, 
Had it not been for you, verily we had been true 
believers. They who bchaved themfelves arrogantly 
fhall fay unto thofe who were efleemcd weak, Did 
we turn you afide. from the true dircttion, after it 
had come unto you? On the contrary, ye aéted 
wickedly of your own free choice. And they who 
were effteemced weak fhall fay unto thofe who behaved 
with arrogance, Nay, but the crafty plot which is de- 
vifed by night and by day, occafioned our ruin; when 
ye commanded us that we fhould not believe in 
Gop, and that we fhould {ct up other gods as equals 
unto him. And they fhall conceal their repentance’. 
after they fhall have feen the punithment prepared fon 
them. And we will put yohes on the necks of thofc 
who fhall have difbelicved: fhall they be rewardec 
any otherwife than according to what they fhall have 
wrought? We have fent no warner unto any city. 
but the inhabitants thereof who lived in affluencc 
faid, Verily we bchieve not that with which ye are fent. 
And thole of Mecca alfo fay, We abound in riche: 
and children more then ye; and we fhall not be pu 
nifhed hereafter. Anfwer, Venly my Lorp will be- 
{tow provifion in abundance unto whom he pleafeth, 
and will be fparing unto whom he pleafeth: but the 


+ Norin that which hath been re- come, bothin the Pentateuch and 1 
vealed before it.J—It is faid thatthe the Gofpel; at which they wer. 
infidels of Mecca, having inquired very angry, and brake out into th 
of the Jews and Chriftians concern- words here recorded (1), 
ing the miffion of Mohammed, were k See chap. 14. p. 64, not. *. 
aflured by them, that they found him ' Sce chap. 10. p. 8, not. °. 
def{cribed as the prophet who fhould 


| Al Berpawr. 
greater 
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greater part of men know not this. Neither your 
riches nor your children are the things which fhall 
caufe you to draw nigh unto us with a near ap- 
proach: only whoever believeth, and worketh ngh- 
teoufnefs, they fhall receive a double reward for that 
which they fhall have wrought; and they fhall dwell 
in fecurity, in the upper apartments of paradife. But 
they who fhall endeavour to render our figns of none 
effeGt, fhall be delivered up to punifhment. Say, 
Verily my Lorp will beftow provifion in abundance 
unto whom he pleafeth of his fervants, and will be 
{paring unto whom he pleafeth : and whatever thing 
ye fhall give in alms, he will return it; and he is the 
beft provider of food. Ona certain day he fhall ga- 
ther them all together: then fhall he fay unto the 
angels, Did thefe worfhip you? And the angels fhall 
anfwer, Gop forbid! thou art our friend, and not 
thefe: but they worfhipped devils; the greater part 
of them believed in them. On this day the one of 
you fhall not be able eithcr to profit or hurt the 
other. And we will fay unto thofe who have 
afted unjuitly, Tafte ye the pain of hell-fire, 
which ye rejected as a fallchood. When our evident 
figns are read unto them, they fay of thee, O Mo- 
HAMMED, This is no other than a man, who {cekcth 
to turn you afide from the gods which your fathers 
worfhipped. And they fay of the Koran, This is 
no other than a lie blafphemoufly forged. And the 
unbelievers fay of the truth, when it is come unto 
them, This is no other than manifeft forcery: yet 
we have given them no books of {cripture wherein to 
exercife themfelvcs, nor have we {ent unto them any 
warner before thee. They who were before them in 
like manner accufed their prophets of impofture: but 
thefe have not arrived unto the tenth part of the riches 
and {trength which we had beftowed on the former ; 
and they accufed my apoftles of impofture ; and how 
fevere was my vengeance ! Say, Verily I advife you 
unto one thing, namely, that ye ftand before Gop by 

T 3 two 
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two and two, and fingly™, and then confider feri- 
oufly, and you will find that there is no madnefs in 
your companion Monammep : he is no other than a 
warner unto you, fent before a fevere punifhment. 
Say, I afk not of you any reward for my preaching’, 
itis your own, either to give or not°: my reward is 
to be expeéted from Gop alonc; and he is witnefs over 
all things. Say, Verily my Lorn fendeth down the 
truth to his prophets: he is the knowcr of {cercts. 
Say, Truth 1s come, and fallehood is vanifhed, and 
fhall not return any more. Say, If I err, verily I 
fhall err only againit my own foul: but if I be rightly 
directed, it will be by that which my Lorp revealeth 
unto me; for he is rcady to hear, and nigh unto 
thofe who call upon him. If thou couldeft fee, when 
the unbelicvers fhall tremble’, and fhall find no re- 
fuge, and fhall be taken from a near place’, and 
fhall fay, We believe inhim! But how fhall they 
receive the faith from a diftant place’: fince ‘they 
had before denied him, and reviled the myfteries of 
faith, from a diftant place? And a bar fhall be 
placed between them and that which they fhall de- 
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picion of any worldly view or inte- 


™ That ye ftand before Gov by 
; reft, declaiing that he defired no fa- 


two and two, or fingly.:—i. e. That 


ve fet yourfelves to deliberate and’ 


judge of me and my _pretenfions 
coolly and fincerely, as in the fight 
of Gop, without paffion or preju- 
dice. The reafon why they are or- 
dered to confider either alone, or 
by two and two, at moft, together, 
is, becaufe am larger afk mblies, 
where noife,paffion, and prejudice 
generally prevail, mcn have not that 
freedom of judgment which they 
have in private (1). 

» Afk not of you any reward, &c.] 
—Mohammed, having in the pre- 
ceding words anfwered the imputati- 
on of madnefs, or vain enthufiafm, 
by appealing to their cooler thoughts 
of him and his a&tions, endeavours, 
by thefe, to clear himfelf of the ful- 


(1) Al Bzrpawr. 


(2) Idem. 


lary or fupport from them, for exe- 
cuting his commiffion, but expeéted 
his wages from Gop alone. 

© See chap. 25. p. 207. 

P Whenthe unbclievers fhall trem- 
ble. ]—viz. At their death, or the 
day of judgment, or the battle of 
Bedr (2). 

q And fhall be taken from a near 
place.]—That 1s, from the outfide 
of the earth to the infide thereof ; 
or, from before Gon’s tribunal to 
hell-fire ; or from the plain of Bedr 
to the well into which the dead boe 
dies of the flain were thrown (3). 

* From a diftant place. ]——i. e. 
When they are in the other world ; 
eer faith is to be received in 
tnis. 


(3) Idem. 
fire ; 
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fire; as it hath been done with thofe who behaved 
like them heretofore: becaufe they have been in a 
doubt which hath caufed f{candal. 


CHAP. XXXV. 
Intitled, The Creator’; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


RAISE be unto Gop, the Creator of heaven 

and earth; who maketh the angels his meffen- 
gers, furnifhed with two, and three, and four pair 
of wingst: Gop maketh what addition he pleafeth 
unto his creatures; for Gop is almighty. ‘The mercy 
which Gop fhall freely beftow on mankind, there is 
none who can with-hold; and what he fhall with- 
hold, there is none who can beftow, befides him: 
and he is the mighty, the wife. O men, remember 
the favour of Gon towards you: is there any creator, 
befides Gop, who provideth food for you from hea- 
ven and earth ? There is no Gop but he: how there- 
fore are ye turned afide from acknowledging his unity ? 
If they accufe thee of impofture, apoftles before thee 
have alfo been accufed of impofture: and unto Gop 
fhall all things return. O men, verily the promife 
of Gop 1s true: let not therefore the prefent life de- 
ceive you, neither let the deceiver deceive you con- 
cerning Gop: for SATAN is an enemy unto you: 
wherefore hold him for an enemy : he only inviteth 
his confederates to be the inhabitants of hell. For 
thofe who believe not there is prepared a fevere tor- 


* Some intitle this chapter The to their different orders; the words 
Angels: both words occur in the not heing defigned to exprefs the 
firlt verfe. particular auinber Gabriel is faid 

‘ Furnithed with two, three, and to have appeared to Mohammed, on 
four pair of wings.|—That is, Some the night he made his journey to 
angels have a greater, and fomea heaven, with no lefs than fix hun- 
lellex number of wings, according dred wings (1). 

(1) Al Berpaws. 


T4 ment: 


296. Ar KORAN. Cu ar. 35. 


ment: but for thofe who fhall believe and do that 
which is right, is prepared mercy and a great reward. 
Shall he therefore for whom his evil work hath been 
prepared, and who imagineth it to be good, be as he 
who is rightly difpofed, and difcerneth the truth ? Ve- 
rily Gop will caufe to err whom he pleafeth, and will 
direct whom he pleafeth. Let not thy foul therefore 
be {pent in fighs for their fakes, on account of their 
obftinacy; for Gop well knoweth that which they do. 
It 1s Gop who fendeth the winds, and raifcth a 
cloud; and we drive the fame unto a dead country, 
and thereby guicken the carth after it hath been 
dead: fo fhall the refurreection be’. Whoever de- 
fircth excellence ; unto Gop doth all excellence be- 
long: unto him afcendcth the good {peech; and the 
righteous work will he exalt. But as for them who 
devife wicked plots’, they fhall fuffer a fevere pu- 
nifhment; and the device of thofe men fhall be ren- 
dercd vain. Gop created you firft of the duft, and 
afterwards of {eed*: and he hath made you man and 
wile. No female conceiveth, or bringcth forth, but 
with his knowledge. Nor is any thing added unto 
the age of him whofe life is prolonged, ncither is any 
thing diminifhed from his age, but the fame is writ- 
ten in the book of GOD’s decrecs. Verily this 1s eafy 
with Gop. The two fcas are not to be held in com- 
parifon; this is frefh and fweet, pleafant to drink ; 
but that is falt and bitter ¥: yet out of each of them 

e eat fifh’, and take ornaments* for you to wear. 
Thou feelt the fhips alfo plowing the waves thereof, 
that ye may feck to enrich yourfelves by commerce, of 
the abundance of GOD: peradventure ye will be 
thankful. He caufeth the night to fuccecd the day, 
and he caufeth the day to fucceed the night ; and he 
obligeth the fun and the moon to perform their fer- 


» See chap. 29. p. 247. not. *. The two colleAive bddies of falt- 
~ Who devife icked plots (4Ai water and frefh. See chap. 25. 
the Koreifh did againft Mohammed. pp. 207. 
See chap. 8. p. 228. not. *. z See chap. 16. p. 7. not. !. 
* See chap. v2. p. 166. * Ornaments.]——As pearls and 
¥ The two feas, &c.J—That is, coral, Secchap. 16, p. 77. 
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vices ; and each of them runneth an appointed courfe. 
This is Gov, your Lorn: his is the kingdom. But 
the idols which ye invoke befides him, have not the 
power even over the {hin of a date-ftone: if ye in- 
yoxe them, they will not hear your calling; and al- 
though they fhould hear, yet they would not an{wer 
~ou. Onthe day of refurreétion they fhall difclaim 
sour having affociated them with GOD: and none 
jaall declare unto thee the truth, like one who 1s well 
ecquainted therewith, O men, ye have need of 
Gon; but Gon is felf-fufficient, and to be praifed. 
if he pleafeth, he can take you away, and produce 
a new creature in your flead: neither will this be dif- 
ficult with Gov. A burdened foul fhall not bear 
the burden of another: and if a heavy-burdened foul 
call on another to bear part of its burden, no part 
thercof fhall be borne by the perfon who fhall be called 
on, although he be ever fo nearly related. Thou 
fhalt admonifh thofe who fear their Lorp in fecret, 
and are conftant at prayer: and whocver cleanfeth 
himfelf from the guilt of difobedience, cleanfeth him- 
felf to the advantage of his own foul; for all fhall 
4¢ affembled before Gov at the laft-day. The 
‘lind and the feeing fhall not be held equal; neither 
darknefs and light; nor the cool fhade and the 
fcorching wind: neither fhall the living and the dead 
be held cqual®. Goon fhall caufe him to hear whom 
he pleafeth: but thou fhalt not make thofe to hear 
who are in their gravcs‘. Thou art no other than a 
preacher: verily we have fent thee with truth, a 
bearer of good udings, and a denouncer of threats. 
There hath been no nation, but a preacher hath in 
yaft times been converfant among them: if the 

charge thee with impofture, they who were before 
them likewife charged their apoftles with impofture. 


b The blind and the feeing ‘hall 
rot be held equal, &c. |—This paf- 
fave exprefles the great difference be- 
tween a true believer and an infidel, 

cuth and vanity, and their future 


reward and punifhment. 

© Thofe who are in their graves.— 
i.e. Thofe who sbllinately perhitt 
in their unbelief, who are compared 


to the dead. : 
Their 
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Their apoftles came unto them with evident miracles, 
and with divine writings“, and with the enlightening 
book*: afterwards I chaftifed thofe who were unbe- 
lievers ; and how fevere was my vengeance! Doft 
thou not fee that Gop fendeth down rain from _hea- 
ven; and that we thereby produce fruits of various 
colours‘? In the mountains alfo there are fome 
tracks white and red, of various colours*; and others 
are of a deep black: and of men, and beafts, and 
cattle there are whofe colours are in like manner va- 
rious. Such only of his fervants fear Gop, as are 
endued with underftanding: verily Gop is mighty, 
and ready to forgive. Verily they who read the book 
of Gop, and are conftant at prayer, and give alms 
out of what we have beftowed on them, both in {e- 
cret and openly, hope for a merchandife which fhall 
not perifh: that GOD may fully pay them their 
wages, and make them a fuperabundant addition of his 
liberality ; for he is ready to forgive the faults of his 
fervants, and to requitetheir endeavours, That which 
we have revealed unto thee of the book of the Ko- 
RAN, is the truth, confirming the fcriptures which 
were revealed before it: for Gop knoweth and re- 
gardeth his fervants. And as we have given the 
book of the Koran in heritage unto fuch of our 
fervants as we have chofen: of them there is one who 
injureth his own foul’; and there is another of them 
who keepeth the middle way'; and there is another 
of them who out-ftrippeth others in good works, by 
the permiffion of Gop. This is the great excel- 
lence. They fhall be introduced into gardens of 


Cuap, 35. 


« Divine writings. }—As the vo- 
lumes delivered to Abraham, and to 
other prophets before Mofes. ; 

¢ The enlightening book. ]—viz. 
The Law, or the Gofpel. : 

‘ Of various colours. |—That 1s, 
Of different kinds. See chap. 16. 


Pp: 77: . 
8 OF various colours.J——Being 


more or lefs intenfe (1). 

b Who injurcth his own foul. J-By 
not practifing what he is taught and 
commanded in the Koran. 

i Who keepeth the middle way. 
-That is, Who meaneth well, an 
performeth his duty for the mof 
part, but not perfeally. 


‘ (1) Al Bzrpawi. 


per- 
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perpetual abode; they fhall be adorned therein with 
bracelets of gold and pearls, and their clothing 
therein fhall be of filk : and they fhall fay, Praife be 
unto Gop, who hath taken away forrow from us! 
verily our Lorp is ready to forgive the finners, and 
ro reward the obedient: who hath caufed us to take 
up our reft in a dwelling of eternal ftability, through 
lis bounty, wherein no Jabour fhall touch us, neither 
‘hall any wearinefs affe&t us. But for the unbelievers 
1s prepared the fire of hell: it fhall not be decreed 
‘hem to die a fecond time; neither fhall any part of 
‘he punifhment thereof be made lighter unto them. 
Thus fhall every infidel be rewarded. And they 
thall cry out aloud in hell, faying, Lorn, take us 
hence, and we will work mnghteoufnefs, and not 
what we have formerly wrought. But it fhall be an- 
‘wered them, Did we not grant you lives of length 
\uficient, that whoever would be warned might be 
warned therein; and did not the preacher* come un- 
to you? tafte therefore the pains of hell. And the 
njuft fhall have no protcétor. Verily Gop knoweth 
‘he fecrets both of heaven and earth, for he knoweth 
‘he innermoft parts of the brealts of men. It is he 
who hath made you to fucceed in the earth, Who- 
ever fhall difbclieve, on him be his unbelief: and 
their unbelief fhall only gain the unbelievers greater 
indignation in the fight of their Lorn; and their 
unbelief fhall only increafe the perdition of the un- 
believers. Say, What think ye of your deities which 
ye invoke befides Gop? Shew me what part of the 
carth they have created. Or had they any fhare in 
the creation of the heavens ? Have we given unto the 
idolaters any book of revclations, fo that they may 
rely on any proof therefrom to authorize their prac- 
tice ? Nay: but the ungodly make unto one another 
only deceitful promifes. Verily Gon fuftaineth the 
heavens and the earth, left they fail: and if they 
‘hould fail, none could fupport the fame befides 
‘im; he is gracious and merciful. The Koreisu 


* The preacher. ]—viz, Mohammed, 
fwore 
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fwore by Gop, with a moft folemn oath, that if a 
preacher had come unto them, they would furcly 
have been more willingly dirc€led than any nation: 
but now a preacher is come unto them, it hath only 
increafcd in them their averfion from the truth, their 
arrogance in the earth, and their contriving of evil ; 
but the contrivance of evil fhall only cncompafs the 
authors thereof. Do they expett any other than the 
punifhment awarded againft the unbclicvers of former 
times? For thou fhalt not find any change in the 
ordinance of Gov ; ncither fhalt thou find any varia- 
tion in the ordinance of Gop. Have they not gone 
through the carth, and fecn what hath been the end 
of thofe who were before them; although they were 
more mighty in ftrcngth than they? Gop is not to 
be fruftrated by any thing either in heaven or on 
earth ; for he is wife and powerful. If Gop fhould 
punifh men according to what they dceferve, he would 
not leave on the back of the earth fo much as a bealft; 
but he refpiteth them to a determined time; and 
when their time fhall come, verily Gop will regard his 
{ervants, 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


Intitled, Y. S'; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


Y S. I fwear by the inftruétive Koran, that 
e thou art one of the meffengers of Gon, fent 
to fhew the right way. This is a revelation of the 


' The meaning of thefe letters is other titics given it by Mohammed 
unknown (1); fome, however, from _himfelf, and sarealarly that of The 
a tradition of Ebn Abbas, pretend heart of the Koran. The Moham- 
thev fland for Ya insan, i.e. man. medans read it to dying perfons in 
This chapter, itis faid, had feveral their Jaft agony (2). 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc, feét. III. p. 78, &c. (2) V. Bosov. 
De yifit. egrot, p. 17. 
moft 
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moft mighty, the merciful GOD; that thou mayeft 
warn a people whofe fathers were not warned, and 
who live in negligence. Our fentence™ hath juftly 
been pronounced againft the greater part of them; 
wherefore they fhall not believe. We have put yokes* 
on their necks, which come up to their chins; and 
they are forced to hold up their heads: and we have 
fet_a bar before them, and a bar behind them’; and 
we have covered them with darknefs; whercfore 
they fhall not fee® It fhall be equal unto them 
whether thou preach unto them, or do not preach 
unto them; they fhall not believe. But thou thalt 
preach with effeét unto him only who followeth the 
admonition of the Koran, and feareth the Merciful 
in fecret. Wherefore bear good tidings unto him, 
of mercy, and an honourable reward. Verily we 
will reftore the dead to life, and will write down 
their works which they fhall have fent before them, 
and their footfteps which they fhall have left behind 
them 3; and evcry thing do we fet down ina plain 
regiftcr. Prepound unto them as an example the 
inhabitants of the city of Anrrocu, when the apoftles 
of Jesus came thereto": when we {ent unto them 

two 


™ Our fentence. ]—viz. The fen- 
tence of abe which Gop 
rouounced again{t the greater part 
vr genii and at at the fall of A- 
dam (1). 

2 Yokes. |—Orcollars, fuch as are 
defcribed in pag. 55. not. *. 

° We Rae an bar before them, 
and a bar ee oes is, 
We haxe placed obflacles to prevent 
their looting either forwards or back- 
wards, The whole paflage reprefents 
the blindnefsand invincible obftinacy, 
with which Gon juitly curfes per- 
verfe and reprobate men. 

® It is faid that when the Koreifh, 
im purfuance of a refolution they 
had taken, had fent a {elect num- 


(1) See chap. 7: 188. chap. 11. p. 33, &c. 


Ditc. (cet, I, p. 6 


ber to befet Mohammed’s houfe, and 
to kill him (2), the prophet, hav- 
ing caufed Ali to lie down on his 
bed to deceive the affaffins, went 
out and threw a handful of duft at 
them, :epeating the nine firlt verfes 
of this chapter, which end here; and 
that they were thereupon ftricken 
with blindnets, fo that they could not 
fee him (3). 

1 And the footfleps which they 
fhall have left behind them. ]——As 
their good or evil example, doc- 
trine, &c. 

* When the apoflles of Jesus 
came to Antioch. |—~To explain this 
pallage, the commentators tell the 
ollowing ftory. 





The 


(2) See the Prelim. 


(3) V. Aguur. vit. Moh. p. ge. 
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two of the faid apoftles*; but they charged them with 
ampofture. Wherefore we ftrengthencd them with a 
third’. And they faid, Verily we are fent unto you 
by GOD. The inhabitants anfwercd, Ye are no other 
than men, as we are; neither hath the Merciful re- 
vealed any thing unto you: ye only publifh a lie. 
The apoftles replied, Our Lorp knowcth that we are 
really {ent unto you: and our duty is only public 
preaching. Thofe of Anriocu faid, Verily we pre- 
fage evil from you: if ye defift not from preaching, 
we will furely ftone you, and a painful punifhment 


fhall be inflicicd on you by us. 


The people of Antioch being ido- 
laters, Jesus fent two of his dif- 
ciples thither to preach to them; 
and when they drew near the city, 
they found Habib furnamed al Naj- 
jar, or the carpenter, feeding fheep, 
and acquainted him with their er- 
rand; whereupon he afked them 
what proof they had of their vera- 
city, and they told him they could 
cure the fick, and the blind, and 
the lepers; and to demonflrate the 
truth of what they faid, they laid 
their hands on a child of his, who 
was fick, and immediately reflored 
him to health. Habib was con- 
vinced by this miracle, and believ- 
ed; after which they went into the 
city and preached the worlhip of 
one true Gop, curing a preat num- 
ber of people of feveral infirmities : 
but at length, the affair coming to 
the prince’s cur, he ordered them 
to be imprifoned, for endeavouring 
to feduce the people. When Jesus 


heard of this, he fent another of 


his difciples, generally fuppofed to 
have been Simon Peter; who com- 
ing to Antioch, and appearing as a 
zealous idolater. foon infinuated 
himfelf into the favour of the inha- 
bitants and of their prince, and at 
length took an opportunity to de- 
fire the prince would order the two 
perfons, who, as he was informed, 

been put in prifon for broach- 


The apoitles anfwer- 
ed, 


ing new opinions, to be brought 
before him to be examined; and 
accordingly ‘they were brought: 
when Peter, having  previoufly 
warned them to take no_ notice 
that they knew him, afked them 
who fent them; to which they an- 
fwered, Gon, who had created all 
things, and had no companion: he 
then required fome convincing proof 
of their miffion, upon which they 
reflored a blind perfon to his fight, 
and performed fome other miracles, 
with which Peter feemed not to be 
fatisfied, for that, according to fome, 
he did the very fame miracles him- 
fclf, but declared, that if their Gop 
could enable them to raife the dead, 
he would believe them: which con- 
dition the two apoftles accepting, a 
Jad was brought who had been dead 
feven days, and at their prayers he 
was raifed to life, and thereupon 
Peter acknowledged himfelf con- 
vinced, andran and demolifhed the 
idols, a great many of the people fo]- 
lowing him, and embracing the true 
faith; but thofe who believed not, 
were deftroyed by the cry of the an- 
gel Gabriel (1). 

@* We fent unto them two apoflles. ] 
—Some fay thefe two were John and 
Paul; but others name different 
perfons. | 6 

t A third. }—viz. Simon Peter. 


(1) Al Zamaxs. Al Berpaws, &c, V.etiam Marracc. in Alc. p. 580, 
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ed Your evil prefage is with yourlelves*: although 
vebe warned, will ye perfift in your errors? Verily 
ye are a people who tranferefs excecdingly, Anda 


certain man™ came haitily from the farther parts of the 
city, and faid, O my people, follow the meffengers 
of GOD; follow him who demandeth not any re- 
ward of you: for thefe are rightly diretted, * What XXII. 
reafon have I that I fhould not worfhip him who 
hath created me? for unto him fhall ye return. 
Shall I take other gods befides him ? If the Merciful 
be pleafed to afflict me, their interceflion will not 
avail me at all, neither can they deliver me: then 
fhould I be in a manifeft error. Verily I believe in 
your Lorn; whcrefore hearken unto me. But they 
ltoned him: and as he died, it was faid unto him, En- 
ter thou into paradife. And he faid, O that my peo- 
tle knew how merciful Gop hath been unto me! for 
te hath highly honoured me. And we fent not 
down againft his people, after they had flain him, an 
army from heaven, nor the other inftruments of de- 
jtruction which we fent down on unbelievers in former 
days*: there was only one cry of Gasrie. from 
heaven, and behold, they became utterly extin&. O 
-he milery of men! No apoftle cometh unto them, 
nut they laugh him to feorn. Do they not confider 
how many gencrations we have deftroyed before 
them? Verily they fhall not return unto them: but 
all of them in general fhall be affembled before us. 
One fign of the rcfurreétion unto them is the dead 
sarthY: we quicken the fame by the rain, and pro- 


* Your evil prefage is with your. 


* Nor the other inflruments of de- 
elves J—i. e. If any evil befal you, 


fru€tion, which we fent down on 


it will be the confequence of your 
own obftinacy and unbelief. Sce 
chap. 27. p.297, not. 4 

“ A certain man.J]——This was 
Dabib al Najjar, whofe martyrdom 
as bere defciibed: his tomb is fiill 

cwn near Antioch, and is much 
vifited by the Mohammedans (1), 


unbelicvers in former days. J—As a 
deluge, or a fhower of ftones, or a 
fulfocating wind, &c. The words 
may allo fe tranflated, Nor did we 
determine to fend down fuch execu. 
toners of our juftice, 

” See chap. 29. p. 247. not. *, 


(1) V.Scuunzens, Indic, Geogr. ad calcem Vita Saladini, voce Antiochia, 


duce 
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duce thercout various forts of grain, of which thev 
cat. And we make therein gardens of palm-trees, 
and vines; and we caule the {prings to guth forth in 
the fame: that they may cat of the fruits thercof, and 
of the labour of their hands. Will they not there. 
fore give thanks? Praife be unto him who hath 
created all the different hinds, both of vegetables. 
which the earth bringeth forth, and of their own 
fpecies, by forming the two {fexcs, and alfo the various 
forts of things which they know not. The night 
alfo is a fign unto them: we withdraw the day from 
the fame, and behold, they are covered with dark- 
nefs: and the fun haftencth to his place of reft* 
This is the difpofition of the mighty, the wife GOD. 
And for the moon have we appointed certain man- 
fions*, until fhe change and return to be like the old 
branch of a palm-trec’. It is not expedient that the 
fun fhould overtake the moon in her courfe; neither 
doth the night out-ftrp the day: but each of thefe 
luminaries moveth in a peculiar orbit. It is a fign 
alfo unto them, that we carry their offspring in the 
{hip filled with merchandife*; and that we have 
made for them other convenicncies like unto it’, 
whereon they ride. If we pleafe, we drown them, 
and there is none to help them; neither are they dc- 


Cnar. 95, 


2 The fun hafteneth to his place of 
reft. ]—That is, he hafteneth to run 
his daily courfe: the fetting of the 
fun refembling a travellet’s going to 
reft. Some copies vary in this place, 
and inflead of limeoftakarrin Jaha, 
read la moflakarra lalfa; according 
to which the fentence {hould be ren- 
dered, The fun runncth his courfe 
without cceafing, and hath not a place 
of reft. ; 

® Certain manfions. ]—viz. Thefe 
are twenty-eight _conftellations, 
through one of which the moon 
palfes every night, thence called 
the manfions or houfes of the moon 


(1). 


> Until fhe return to be like the 
branch of an old palm-tree. J—For 
when a palm-branch grows old, it 
fhrinks, and becomes crooked and 
yellow, not ill reprefenting the ap- 
pearance of the new moon. 

¢ That we carry their offspring in 
the fhip filled with merchandife, |— 
Some f{uppofe that the deliverance of 
Noah and his companions in the ark, 
is here intended: and then the words 
fhould be tranflated, That we carried 
their progeny in the ark, filled with 
living Creatures. 

d Other conveniencies like unto it. J 
As camels, which are the land- 
fhips; or leffer veflels and boats. 





(1) See the Prelim, Dilc. fe&t. 1. p. 41. 


livered, 
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livered, unlefs through our mercy, and that they 
may enjoy life for a feafon. When it is faid unto 
them, Fear that which is before you, and that which 
is behind you‘, that ye may obtain mercy; they 
withdraw from thee: and thou doft not bring them 
one fign, of the figns of their Lorn, but they turn 
afide from the fame. And when it is aid unto 
them, Give alms of that which Gop hath beftowed 
on you; the unbelievers fay unto thofe who believe, 
by way of mockery, Shall we feed him whom Gon 
can feed, if he pleafeth'? Verily ye are in no other 
than a manifeft error. And they fay, When will this 
promife of the refurreétion be fulfilled, if ye fpeak 
truth? They only wait for one founding of the trum- 
pet®, which fhall overtake them while they are dif- 
puting together; and they fhall not have time to 
make any difpofition of their effe€ls, neither fhall 
they return to their family. And the trumpet fhall 
be founded again’; and behold they fhall come 
forth from their graves, and haften unto their Lorp. 
They fhall fay, Alas for us! who hath awakened us 
from our bedi? This is what the Merciful promifed. 
us; and his apoftles fpoke the truth. It fhall be but 
one found of the trumpet, and behold, they fhall be 
all aflembled before us. On this day no foul fhall 
be unjuitly treated in the leaft; neither fhall ye be 
rewarded, but according to what ye fhall have 
wrought. On this day the inhabitants of paradife 


* Fear that which is before you, 
and that which is behind you. }-1. e. 
The punifhment of this world and 
of the next. 

f Shall we feed him whom Gop 
can feed, if he pleafes.J~When the 
Poor Moflems afked alms of the 
richer Korcifh, they told them, that 
1f Gop could provide for them, as 
they imagined, and did not, it was 
an argument that they deferved not 
his favour fo well as themfelves: 


whereas Gon permits fome to be in 
want, to try the nch and exercife 
their charity, 

§ See the Prelim. Difc. fe. IV. 
p- 108, 109, 110. and the notes to 
chap. 39. 

* See ibid. 

' Who hath awakened us from 
our bed.]—For they ihall fleep dur- 
ing the interval between thefe two 
blafts of the trumpet, and fhall feel 
no pain (1), 


(1) JanLaro’opin. 


- Voi. II. 


U 


thal! 


306 At KORAN. Cuap. 36. 
fhal] be wholly taken up with joy: they and their 


wives fhall reft in fhady groves, leaning on magnifi- 
cent couches. There fhall they have fruit, and they 
fhall obtain whatever they fhall defire. Peace fhall 
be the word {poken unto the righteous, by a merciful 
Lorp: but he fhall fay unto the wed. Be ye {fe- 
parated this day, O ye wicked, from the righteous. 
Did I not command you, O fons of Apam, that ye 
fhould not worfhip Satan; becaufe he was an open 
enemy unto you? And did I not fay, Worfhip me; 
this is the right way? But now hath he feduced a 
great multitude of you: did ye not therefore under- 
{ftand? This is hell, with which ye were threatened : 
be ye caft into the fame this day, to be burned; for 
that ye have becn unbelievers. On this day we will 
{eal up their mouths, that they fhall not open them in 
their own defence ; and their hands fhall {peak unto 
us, and their fect fhall bear witnefs of that which 
they have committed*. If we pleafed we could put 
out their eyes, and they might run with emulation 
in the way they ufe to take; and how fhould they fee 
their error? And if we pleafed we could transform 
them into other fhapes, in their places where they 
{hould be found; and they fhould not be able to de- 
part: neither fhould they repent’. Unto whomfoever 
we grant a long life, him do we caufe to bow down 
his body through age. Will they not therefore under- 
ftand? We have not taught Mouamnsep the art of 
poetry ™; nor is it expedient for him to be a poet. 
This book is no other than an admonition from GOD, 
and a perfpicuous Koran; that he may warn him 


who Is living": and the fentence of condemnation will 
k See the Prelim. Difc. fe@.IV. med the art of poetry. ]—~This is in 
anfwer to the infidels, who pretends 


» 116. 
Py If we pleafed we could put out ed the Koran was only a poctical 


their eyes, &c.J—That 1s, They de- 
ferve to be thus treated for their in- 
fidelity and difobedience; but we 
bear with them out of mercy, and 
grant them refpite. 

= We have not taught Moham- 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


compofition. : 

® Him who is living. J—-i.e. En 
dued with underftanding; the ftu- 
pid and carelefs being like dead pe~ 


fons (1). 


‘be 
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be juftly executed on the unbelievers. Do they not 
confider that we have created for them, among the 
things which our hands have wrought, cattle of feveral 
kinds, of which they are pofleffors; and that we have 
put the fame in fubje€tion under them? Some of 
them are for their riding; and on fome of them do 
they feed: and they receive other advantages there- 
from; and of their milk do they drink. Will they 
not, therefore, be thankful? They have taken othér 
gods, befides Gon, in hopes that they may be affifted 
by them: but they are not able to give them any 
affiftance: yet are they a party of troops ready to de- 
fend them. Let not their fpeech, therefore, grieve 
thee: we know that which = privately conceal, and 
that which they publicly difcover. Doth not man 
know that we have created him of feed? yet behold, 
he is an open difputer again{t the refurre€tion: and he 
propoundeth unto us a comparifon, and forgetteth his 
creation. He faith, Who fhall reftore bones to life, 
when they are rotten°? Anfwer, He fhall reftore 
them to life, who produced them the firlt time: for 
he is fkilled in every kind of creation: who giveth 
you fire out of the green tree’; and behold, ye kin- 
dle your fewel from thence. Is not he who hath 
created the heavens and the earth, able to create new 
creatures like unto them? Yea certainly: for he is 
the wife Creator. His command, when he willeth a 
thing, is only that he faith unto it, Be; and it is. 
Wherefore praife be unto him, in whofe hand is the 
kingdom of all things, and unto whom ye fhall return 
at the laft-day. 


° See chap. 16. p. 76. not. °. which is commonly of the tree 
P Who giveth you fire out of the called Markh, and the otber of that 
cen tree, |—— ufual way of called Afar: and it will fucceed, 
riking fire in the eaft, is by rubbing even though the wood be green and 
together twa pieces of wood, one of wet (1). 


(1) V. Hyps, de Rel. Vet. Perf. ¢. 25. p. 339, &c- 


Ua CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


Intitled, Thofe who rank themfelves in order; 
revealed at MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the angels who rank themfelves in order‘; 

and by thofe wha drive forward and difpel the 
clouds’; and by thofe who read the Koran for an 
admonition; verily your Gop is one: the Lorp of 
heaven and earth, and of whatever is between them, 
and the Lorp of the eaft*. We have adorned the 
lower heaven with the ornament of the ftars: and 
we have placed therein a guard, again{ft every rebel- 
lious devil; that they may not liften to the difcourfe 
of the exalted princes, (for they are darted at from 
every fide, to repel them, and a lafting torment is 
prepared for them ;) except him who catcheth a word 
by itealth, and is purfued by a fhining flame. Atk 
the Meccans, therefore, whether they be ftronger 
by nature, or the angels whom we have created? 
We have furely created them of ftiff clay. Thou 
wondereft at Gon’s power and their obftinacy; but 


* By the angels who rank them- 
felvesin order, &c.]—Some under- 
fland by thefe words, the fouls of 
men who range themfelves in obe- 
dience to Gon’s laws, and put away 
from them all infidelity and corrupt 
doings; or the fouls of thofe who 
rank themfelves in battle array, to 
fight for the true religion, and pufh 


on their horfes to charge the infi- 


dels, &c. (1). 

* Who drive forward the clouds. ] 
—Or, who put in motion all bodies, 
in the upper and lower world, ac- 
cording to the divine command ; or, 
who ae off men from difobedience 
to Gop, 


(1) Al Brrpawi, 
(4) Maraacc. in Alc. p. 589. 


y infpiring them with good” 
(2) Idem. 


thoughts and inclinations; or, who 
drive way the devils from them, 
c. (2). 
* The eaft.]—The original word, 
eons inthe plural number, is fup- 
pofed to fignify the different points 
of the horizon, from whence the fun 
rifes in the courfe of the year, which 
are in nianbes Bo? (equal to the num- 
ber of days in the old civil year) and 
have as many correpooding points 
where it fucceffively fets, during that 
{pace (3). _Marracci groundlefsly 
imagmes this anlerpretanon to be 
0 


built on the error of tlre plurality of 
worlds (4). 
* See ghap. 15. p. 70. 


(3) Idem, Yaura. 
they 
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they mock at the arguments urged to convince them: 
when they are warned, they do not take warning ; 
and when they fee any fign, they {coff thereat, and 
fay, This is no other than manifeft forcery: after 
we fhall be dead, and become duft and bones, fhall 
we really be raifed to life, and our fore-fathers alfo ? 
Anfwer, Yea: and ye fhall then be defpicable. There 
fhall be but one blaft of the trumpet, and they fhall 
fee themfelves raifed: and they fhall fay, Alas for us! 
this is the day of judgment; this as the day of dif- 
tinction between the righteous and the wicked, which 
ye rejefted as a falfehood. Gather together thofe 
who have ated unjuftly, and their comrades, and 
the idols which they worfhipped befides Gon, and 
dire€t them in the way to hell: and fet them before 
Gop’s tribunal; for they fhall be called to account. 
What aileth you that ye defend not one another? 
But on this day they fhall fubmit themfelves to the 
judgment of GOD: and they fhall draw nigh unto one 
another, and fhall difpute among themfelves. And 
the feduced fhall fay unto thofe who feduced them, 
Verily ye came unto us with prefages of profperity *; 
and the feducers fhall anfwer, Nay, rather ye were not 
true believers: for we had no power over you to 
compel you; but ye were people who voluntarily tranf- 
grefled: wherefore the fentence of your Lorp hath 
been juftly pronounced againft us, and we fhal) furel 

tafte his vengeance. We feduced you; but we alfo 
erred ourfelves. They fhall both therefore be made 
partakers of the fame punifhment on that day. Thus 
will we deal with the wicked: betaufe, when it is 
faid unto them, There is no god befides the true 
Gop, they {well with arrogance, and fay, Shall we 
abandon our gods for a diftra¢ted poet? Nay; he 
cometh with the truth, and beareth witnefs to the 
former apoftles. Ye fhall furely tafte the painful 


"With prefages of profperity.J— force, to compel us; or, with an 
Literally, from the rig thn: "The oath, {wearin that ye were in the 
words may alfo be rendered, with right. ; 


U 3 torment 
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torment of: hell: and ye fhall not be rewarded, but 
according to your works. But as for the fincere 
fervants of Gop, they fhall have a certain provifion 
in paradife, namely, delicious fruits: and they fhall be 
honoured: they fhall be placed in gardens of pleafure, 
leaning on couches, oppofite to one another”: a cup 
fhall be carried round unto them, filled from a lim- 
pid fountain, for the delight of thofe who drink: it 
fhall not opprefs the underftanding, neither fhall 
they be inebriated therewith. And near them fhall 
lie the virgins of paradife, refraining their looks from 


beholdin any belides their fpoufes, having large black 
cyes, and refembling the eggs of an oftrich, covered 


with feathers from the-duft*. And they fhall turn 
the one unto the other, and fhall afk one another 
queftions. And one of them fhall fay, Verily 1 had 
an intimate friend while I lived in the world, who faid 
unto me, Art thou one of thofe who afferteft the truth 
of the refurrection? After we fhall be dead, and re- 
duced to dult and bones, fhall we furely be judged ? 
Then he fhall fay to his companions, Will ye look 
down? And he thall look down, and fhall fee him 
in the mid{t of hell: and he fhall fay unto him, By 
Gop, it wanted little but thou had{ft drawn me into 
ruin; and had it not been for the grace of my 
Lorp, I had-furely been one of thofe who have been 
delivered up to eternal torment. Shall we die any 
other than our firft death; or do we fuffer any pu- 
nifhment? Verily this is great felicity: for the ob- 
taining a felicity like this let the labourers labour. 
Is this a better entertainment, or the tree of AL 
Zaxkkum’? Verily we have defigned the fame for 
an occafion of difpute unto the unjuft’. It is a tree 


~ See chap. 15. p. 72. not. *. 


ny tree fo called, which grows in 
* Refembling the eggs of an of- 


Tehama, and bears fruit like an al- 


trich, &c.J|—This may feem an odd 
comparifon to an European ; but the 
orientals think sorta comes fo 
near the colour of a fine woman’s 
fkin, as that of an oftrich’s ¢gg 
when kept perfeétly clean. 

y A) Zakkam.J—There is a thor- 


mond, but extremely bitter ; and 
therefore the fame name 1s given to 
this infernal tree. 

* Anoccafion of difpute.J—The 
infidels not conceiving how a tree 
could grow in hell, where the ftones 
themfelves ferve for fewel. ; 

which 
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which iffueth from the bottom of hell: the fruit 
thereof refembleth the heads of devils*; and the 
damned fhall eat of the fame, and fhall fill their bel- 
lies therewith ; and there fhall be given them thereon 
a mixture of filthy and boiling water to drink: af- 
terwards fhall they return into hell® They found 
their fathers going altray, and they trod haftily in 
their footfteps: for the greater part of the ancients 
erred before them. And we fent warners unto them 
heretofore: and fee how miferable was the end of 
thofe who were warned ; except the fincere fervants 
of Gop. Noan called onus in former days, and 
we heard him gracioufly: and we delivered him and 
his family out of the great diftrefs; and we caufed 
his offspring to be thofe who furvived to people the 
earth: and we left the following falutation to be be- 
ftowed on him by the lateft pofterity, namely, Peace 
be on Noau among all creatures! Thus do we re- 
ward the righteous; for he was one of our fervants 
the true believers. Afterwards we drowned the 
others. ABRAHAM alfo was of his religion*: when 
he came unto his Lorp with a perfeét heart. When 
he faid unto his father and his people, What do ye 
worfhip ? Do ye choofe falfe gods preferably to the 
true Gop ? What therefore is your opinion of the 
Lorp of all creatures ? And he looked and abferved 
the ftars, and faid, Verily I fhall be fick *, and fhall 
not affift at your facrifices : and they turned their backs 


* Of devils. ]—Or of ferpents ug- 
ly to behold; the original word fig- 
nifies both. ; 

b Afterwards fhall they return in- 
to hell. ]—Some fuppofe that the en- 
tertainment above-mentioned will 

the welcome given the damned 
before they enter that place; and 
others, that they will be fuffered to 
come out of hell from time to time, 
to drink their {calding liquor. ' 

* Abraham alfo was of his reli- 
g:on.]—For Noah and he agreed in 


the fundamental points both of 
faith and pragtice; though the 
{pace between them was no lefs 

an 2640 years (3). 

@ And he oblerved the flars, and 
faid, I fhall be fick.]—He made as 
if he gathered fo much from the 
afpe&t of the heavens (the people 
being greatly addifted to the fu- 

rftitions of aftrology) and made 
it his excufe for being abfent from 
their feftival, to which they had 
invited him, 


(1) Al Berpawi, 


U4 


and 
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and departed from him®. And AsRaHAm went 
privatcly to their gods, and faid {coffingly unto them, 
Do ye not eat of the meat which is fet before you? 
What aileth you that ye fpeak not? And he turned 
upon them, and ftruck them with his right-hand, 
and demolifhed them. And the people came haftily un- 
to him: and he faid, Do ye worfhip the images which 
ye carve? whereas Gop hath created you, and alfo 
that which ye make. They faid, Build a pile for 
him, and ca{t him into the glowing fire. And they 
devifed a plot againft him; but we made them the 
inferior, and delivered him’. And AspraHam faid, 
Verily Iam going unto my Lorp®’, who will dirett 
me. O Lorp, grant mea righteous iffue. Where- 
fore we acquainted him that he fhould have a fon, 
who fhould be a meek youth. And when he had at- 
tained to years of difcretion®, and could join in aéts of 
religion with him; Asrauam faid unto him, Om 

fon, verily I faw in a dream that I fhould offer thee 
in facrifice': confider therefore what thou art of 


CHAP, 37. 


¢ And they turned their backs, 
&c. ]—Fearing he had fome contag!- 
ous diftemper (1). 

f See chap. 21. p. 157, &c. 

¢ Unto my Lorn. |—i.e. Whi- 
ther he hath commanded me. 

h To years of difcretion. }——~He 
was then thirteen years old (2). 

> I dreamed that I fhould facrifice 
thee, &c. ]—The commentators fay, 
that Abraham was ordered in a 
vifion, which he faw on the eighth 
night of the month Dhu’lhajja, to 
facrifice his fon; and to affure him 
that this was not from the devil, 
as he was inclined to fufpeét, the 
fame vifion was repeated a fecond 
time the next night, when he knew 
it to be from Gon, and alfo a third 
time the night following, when he 
refolved to obey it, and to facrifice 
his fon: and hence fome think the 
Sth, 9th, and 1toth days of Dhu’l- 
hajja ‘are called Yawm alterwiya, 
yawm arafas, and yawm alnehr, 


(1) Idem. 


opinion 


that is, the day of the vifion, the day 
of knowledge, and the day of the 
facrifice. 

It is the moft received opinion 
among the Mohammedans, that the 
fon whom Abraham offered, was 
Ifhmael, and not Ifaac; Ifhmael be- 
ing his only fon at that time: for 
the promife of Jfaac’s birth is men- 
tioned lower, as ubieaeeot in time 
to this tranfaétion. They alfo al- 
lege the teftimony of their he : 

het, who is reported to have faid, 

Yani the fon of the two who were 
offered in facrifice; meaning his 
great anceftor I{mael, and his own 
father Abd’allah: for Abd’almotal- 
leb had made a vow, that if Gop 
would permit him to find out and 
open the well Zemzem, and fhould 
ive him ten fons, he would facri- 

Fee one of them; accordingly, 
when he bad obtained his defire in 
both refpe&ts, he caft lots on his 
fons, and the lot falling on aa 
an, 


(sz) Idem. 
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opinion I fhould do. He anfwered, O my father, do 
what thou art commanded: thou fhalt find me, if 
Gop pleafe, a patient perfon. And when they had 
fybmitted themfelves to the divine will, and AsRAHAM 
nad laid his fon proftrate on his face“, we cried unto 
him, O ABRAHAM, now haft thou verified the vifion. 
Thus do we reward the righteous. Verily this was 
:, manifeft trial And we ranfomed him with a no- 
ble vidtim’, And we left the following falutation to 
be beftowed on him by the lateft pofterity, namely, 
Peace be on ApranuaM! Thus do we reward the 
righteous: for he was one of our faithful fervants. 
And we rejoiced him with the promife of Isaac, a 
ighteous prophet; and we bleffed him and Isaac : 
ind of their offspring were fome righteous doers, and 

thers who manifeftly injured their own fouls. We 
ere alfo gracious unto Moses and Aaron, hereto- 
‘yre: and we delivered them and their people from 
;. great diftrefs. And we affifted them againft the 
GYPTIANS; and they became the conquerors. And 
we gave them the perfpicuous book of the law, and 
we dire€ted them into the right way: and we left 
ihe following falutation to be beftowed on them by the 
jateft pofterity, namely, Peace be on Moszs and 


lat., he redeemed him by offering 


the very fame which Abel facrificed ; 
at hundred camels, which was 1 


having been brought to Abraham 


therefore ordered to be the price of 
a 1-an’s blood in the Sonna (1). 

' And had laid him proftrate on 
his face.]—The commentators add, 
thi Abraham went fo far as to draw 
the knife with all his ftrength acrofs 
the lad’s throat; but was miracu- 
Joully hindered from hurting him 


(2). 

‘ A noble vidtim. ]—The epithet 
c* great or noble is here added, ei- 
ttcr becaufe it was large and fat, 
‘ becaufe it was accepted as the 
:fom of a prophet. Some fup- 
pole this vidtim was a ram, and, if 
we may believe a common tradition, 


(1) Idem, Jatraro’pprn, Al Zamaxu 


LO DI Ne 


dem. 
Nmail. 


out of paradife: others fancy it was 
a wild-goat, which came down 
from mount Thabir, near Mecca : 
for the Mohammedans lay the fcene 
of this tranfa&tion in the valley of 
Mina; as a proof of which they 
tell us, that the horns of the viting 
were hung up on the fpout of the 
Caaba, where they remained till 
they were burnt, together with that 
building, in the days of Abda’llah 
Ebn Zobeir (3) ; though others af. 
fure us, that they had been before 
taken down by Mohammed himfelf, 
to po all occafion of idolatry 


(4). 


) Idem, Jarra- 


° 2 
(4) V. D’H:z a>. Bibl. Onient. Art. 
Aaron { 
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Aaron! Thus do we reward the righteous; for 
they were two of our faithful fervants. And Exvras™ 
was alfo one of thofe who were fent by us. When he 
faid unto his people, Do ye not fear GOD? Doye 
invoke Baat, and forfake the moft excellent Cre- 
ator? Gop is your Lorp, and the Lorp of your 
forefathers. But they accufed him of impofture : 
wherefore they fhall be delivcréd up to eternal punifh- 
ment; except the finceré fervants of Gop. And we 
left the following falutation to be beftowed on him by 
the lateft pofterity, namely, Peace be on ILyasin nf 
Thus do we reward the righteous: for he was one of 
our faithful fervants. And Lor was alfo one of 
thofe who were fent by us. When we delivered him 
and his whole family, except an old woman, his wife, 
who pefifhed among thofe that remained behind : af- 
terwards we deftroyed the others*. And ye, O peo- 
ple of Mecca, pals by the places where they once 
dwelt, as ye journey in the morning, and by night : 
will ye not therefore underftand? Jonas was alfo one 
of thofe who were fent by us?. When he fled + into 
the loaded fhip; and thofe who were on board calt lots 


Cuar. 37. 


prophet and his followers, or thofe 
who refembled him, are meant 
thereby: others divide the word 
and read al Yafin, i. ¢, the family of 
Yafin, who was the father of Elias, 
according to an opinion mentioned 


= Elias.J—This prophet the Mo- 
hammedans ene fuppofe to be 
the fame with al Khedr, and con- 
found him with Phineas (1), and 
fometimes with Edris, or Enoch. 


Some fay he was the fon of Yafin, 


and nearly related to Aaron; and 
others fuppofe him to have becn a 
different perfon. He was fent to 
the inhabitants of Baalbec in Syria, 
the Heliopolis of the Greeks, to re- 
claim them from’ the worfhip o 
their ido! Baal, or the fan, whofe 
name makes pat of that of the 
ery, which was anciently called 
Becc (2). 

» Iiyafin.J——The commentators 
go not well know what to make of 
this word. Some think it is the 
phiral of Elias, or, as the Arabs 
write it, Ilyas, and that both that 


4a) See chap. 18, p, 122. not, “. 


. 


above : and others imagine it figni- 
fies Mohammed, or the Koran, _or 
fome other book of fcripture. But 
the moft probable conjefture 1s, 
that Ilyas and Ilyafin, are the fame 
name, or defign one and the fame 
perfon, as Sinat and Sinin denote 
one and the fame mountain; the 
Jaft fyllable being added here, to 
keep up the rhyme, or cadence, at 
the clofe of the verfe. 

© See chap. 7. p. 201, &c, and 
chap. 11. p. 27, &c. 

p See chap. 10. p. 3. 

4 See chap. 21. p. 163. 


(2) Jarrat. Al Barpawr. , 
among 
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among themfelves', and he was condemned’: and 
the ffh {wallowed him'; for he was worthy of re- 
prehenfion. And if he had not been one of thofe 
who praifled Gop", verily he had remained in the 
belly thereof until the day of refurre€tion. And we 
caft him on the naked fhore, and he was fick”: and 
we caufed a plant of a gourd* to grow up over him ; 
and we fent him to an hundred thoufand perfons, or 
they were a greater number, and they believed : 
wherefore we granted them to enjoy this life, fora 
feafon. Inquire of the Meccans whether thy Lorn 
hath daughters, and they fons’? Have we created 
the angels of the female fex ? and were they witnefles 
thereof? Do they not fay of their own falfe invention, 
Gop hath begotten iflue? and are they not really 
liars? Hath he chofen daughters preferably to fons ? 
ye have no reafon to judge thus. Will ye not there- - 
fore be admonifhed? Or have ye a manifeft proof 


r They caft lots. |——Al Beidawi 
fays the fhip ftood ftock ftill ; where- 
fore they concluded, that they had 
a fugitive fervant on board, and caft 
lots to find him out. ; 

* He was condemned. ]—1. e. He 
was taken by the lot. ~ 

¢ The fith fwallowed him. ]—— 
When the lot fell on Jonas, he cried 
out, I am the fugitive ; and imme- 
diately threw himfelfinto the fea (1). 

*« One of thofe who prafed 
(-op. ]—The words feem to relate 
warticularly to Jonas’s fupplication 

chile in the whale’s belly (2). 

~ He was fick.]—By reafon of 
what he had fuffered; his body be- 
co'ning like that ofa new-born child 
(3). f is faid that the fith, after it 
had fwallowed Jonas, {wam after the 
{hip with its head above water, that 
the prophet might breathe ; who 
continued to praife Gop till the 


ee came to land, and vomited him 
out. 


ane: ' 
{,) Idem. Idem. 
( an. Srewir. de] oe 


2) See chap. 2:. p. 163. 
(2) chap ‘hy 


The opinions of the Mohammedan 
writers, as to the time Jonas con- 
tinued in the fifh’s belly, differ 
very much: fome fuppofe it was a 
part of a day; others three days, 
others feven, others twenty, and 
others forty a ). 

= A gou +The original word 

roperly fignifies a plant, which 
{preads itfelf upon the ground, hav- 
ing no ere& ftalk or item to fu 
port it; and particularly a gourd: 
though fome imagine Jonas’s plant 
to have been a fig; and others the 
{mall tree or fhrub_calted Mauz (5) 
which bears very large leaves, and 
excellent fruit (6). . The commen- 
tators add, that this plant withered 
the next morning, and that Jonas 
being much concerned at it, Gon 
made a remonfirance to him in be-~ 
half of the Ninevites, agreeable to 
what is recorded in feripture. 

Y See chap. 16. p. 88, 


(3) Al Bsrvawt. 
e 


(6) V.J. Lzon Deicr. Afric. lib. 9. 


rb. Orient. ad calcem Geogr. Nub. p. 55. & Horrrau- 


cer, Hift. Orient. p. 78, &e, 


of 
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of what ye fay ? Produce now your book of revela- 
tions, if ye {peak truth. And they make him to be 
of kin unto the genii*; whereas the genii know that 
they who affirm fuch things, fhall be delivered up to 
eternal punifhment; (far be that from Gop, which 
they affirm of him!) except the fincere fervants of 
Gop. Moreover ye and that which ye worfhip, 
fhall not feduce any concerning GOD, except him 
who is deftined to be burned in hell. There is none 
of us, but hath an appointed place: we range our- 
felves in order, attending the commands of GOD ; and 
we celebrate the divine praife*. The infidels faid, If 
we had been favoured with a book of divine revela- 
tions, of thofe which were delivered to the ancients, 
we had furely been fincere fervants of Gon: yet 
now the Koran is revealed, they believe not therein ; 
but hereafter fhall they know the confequence of their 
unbelief. Our word hath formerly been given unto 
our fervants the apoftles; that they fhould certainly 
be affifted againft the infidels, and that our armies 
fhould furely be the conquerors. Turn afide there- 
fore from them, for a feafon: and {fee the calamities 
which fhall afflidt them; for they fhall fee thy future 
fuccefs and profperity. Dothey therefore feek to haften 
our vengeance? Verily when it fhall defcend into 
their courts, an evil morning fhall it be unto thofe 


CHAP. 37. 


¢ The geni.J—That is, the an- 
gels, who are alfo comprehended 
ander the name of genu, being a 
fpecies of them. Some fay that the 
infidels went fo far as to affert, 
that Gop and the devil were bro- 
thers; which blafphemous expref- 

on may have been ccrahoned by 
the magian notions. 

* There is none of us, but hath an 

pointed place, &c. ]—Thefe words 
afe fuppofed to be {poken by the 
angels, difclaiming the worfhip 
paid to them by the idolaters, and 
declaring that: they have each their 
flauon and office appointed them 


(1) Al Bsrpawr, 


by Gop, whofe commands they 
are at all times ready to execute, 
and whofe praifes they continually 
fing. There are fome expofitors, 
however, who think they are the 
words of Mohammed and his fol- 
lowers; the meaning being, that 
each of them has a place deftined 
for him in paradife, and that they 
are the men who range themfelves 
in order before Gon, to worfhip 
and pray to him, and who celebrate 
his praife, by rejecting every falfe 
notion derogatory to the divine wif- 
dom and power. 


who 


Cuar. 398 Atv KORAN. 317 


who were warned in vain. Turn afide from them 
therefore for a feafon; and fee: hereafter fhall they 
fee thy fuccefs and their punifhment. Praife be unto 
thy Lorn, the Lorp who is far exalted above what 
they affirm of him! And peace be on his apoftles! 
And praife be unto Gop, the Lorp of all creatures! 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 
Intitled, S; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful:Gop. 


S » By the Koran full of admonition’. Verily 
e the unbelievers are addiéted to pride and con- 
tention. How many generations have we deftroyed 
tefore them; and they cried for mercy, but it was 
not a time to efcape. They wonder that a warner 
from among themfelves hath come unto them. And 
the unbelievers faid, This man is a forcerer, and a 
har: doth he affirm the gods to be but one Gon? 
Surely this is a wonderful thing. And the chief men 
among them departed*, faying to one another, Go, 
and perfevere in the worfhip of your gods: verily this 
is the thing which is defigned*. We have not heard 
any thing like this in the laft religion’: this is no 


b The meaning of this letter 1s 
unknown (1): fome guefs it ftands 
for Sidk, i. e. Truth; or for Sada- 
ka, i. e. he (viz. Mohammed) fpeak- 
eth the truth: and others propofe 
different conjeétures, all equally un- 
certain. ; 

© By the Koran, &c.]—Something 
muft be underftgod to anfwer this 
oath, which the commentators vari- 
oully fupply. 

¢ The chief men among them de- 


parted, &c.J—On the converfion of 


Omar, the Koreifh being greatly ir- 
ritated, the moft confiderable of them 


(3) Id 


( i See the Prelim, Difc. fet. IIL. p. 78, &c. 
em. 


went in a body to Abu Taleb, to 
complain to him of his nephew Mo- 
hammed’s proceedings: but being 
confounded and put to filence by the 
prophet’s arguments, they left the 
affembly, and encouraged one ano- 
ther in their obftinacy fa). 

* This is the thing which is de- 
figned. ]—Namely, To draw us from 
their worfhip. 

f In the laft religion. ]—i. ¢. In 
the religion which we received from 
our fathers; or, in the religion of | 
Jesus, which was the laft before the 
miffion of Mohammed (3). 


(2) Al Bginaws. 
other 
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other than a falfe contrivance. Hath an admonition 
been fent unto him preferably to any other among us ? 
Verily they are in a doubt concerning my admo- 
nition: but they have not yet tafted my vengeance. 
Are the treafuries of the mercy of thy Lorp, the 
mighty, the munificent GOD, in their hands? Is the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and of what- 
ever is between them, in their poffeffion? If it be fo, 
let them afcend by fteps unto heaven. But any army 
of the confederates fhall even here be put to flight. 
The people of Noau, and the tribe of Ap, and Pua- 
RAOH the contriver of the ftakes*, and the tribe of 
Tuamup, and the people of Lor, and the inha- 
bitants of the wood near Manian‘, accufed the pro- 
phets of impofture before them: thefe were the con- 
federates againft the meffengers of GOD. All of them 
did no other than accufe their apoftles of falfehood : 
wherefore my vengeance hath been juftly executed 
upon them. And thefe wait only for one founding of 
the trumpet; which there fhall be no deferring. And 
they {coffingly fay, O Lorp, haften our fentence unto - 
us, before the day of account. Do thou patiently 
bear that which they utter: and remind them of our 
fervant Davin, endued with ftrength'; for he was 
one who ferioufly turned himfelf unto GOD. We 
compelied the mountains to celebrate our praife with 
him, in the evening and at fun-rife, and alfo the 
birds, which gathered themfelves together unto him*: 
all of them returned frequently unto him for this pur- 
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© The contriver of the flakes. ]— 
For they fay Pharaoh ufed to tie thofe 
he had a mind to punifh, by the 
hands and feet to four ftakes fixed in 
the ground, and fo tormented them 
(1). Some interpret the words, 
which may alfo be tranflated the lord 
or mafter of the flakes, figuratively, 
of the firm eftablifhment of Pharaoh’s 
kingdom ; becaufe the Arabs fix their 
tents with flakes (2): but they may 


(1) Jastaro pp, 


(2) Al Bespawt. 


poffibly intend that prince’s obftina. 
cy, and hardnefs of heart. 

» Sce chap. 15. p. 73- 

> Endued with ftrength.]——The 
commentators fuppofe that ability to 
undergo the frequent practice of re- 
ligiousexercifes is here meant. They 
fay David ufed to faft every other 
day, and to fpend one half of the 
night in prayer (3). 

See chap, 21. p. 161. 


(3} Iidem Interp. 
pofe. 


Cua. 38. At KORAN. 819 


pofe. And we eftablifhed his kingdom, and gave 
him wifdom and eloquence of fpeech. Hath the 
Llory of the two adverfaries' come to thy knowledge ; 
when they, afcended over the wall into the upper 
apartment, when they went in unto Davin, and he 
vas afraid of them™: They faid, Fear not: we are 
two adverfaries who have a controverly to be decided. 
The one of us hath wronged the other: wherefore 
judge between us with truth, and be not unjuft; and 
direé&t us into the even way. This my brother had 
ninety and nine fheep; and I had only one ewe: and 
he faid, Give her me to keep: and he prevailed 
againft me in the difcourfe which we had together. 
Davip anfwered, Verily he hath wronged thee, in 
demanding thine ewe as an addition to his own fheep ; 
and many of them who are concerned together in bu- 
finefs, wrong one another, except thofe who believe 
and do that which is right; but how few are they! 
And Davip perceived that we had tried him by this 
parable, and he afked pardon of his Lorn: and he 
fell down and bowed himfelf, and repented". Where- 
fore we forgave him this fault; and he fhall be ad- 
mitted to approach near unto us, and fhall have an 
excellent place of abode in paradifc, O Davin, ve- 
rily we have appointed thee a fovereign prince in the 
earth: judge therefore betwecn men with truth; 
and follow not thy own luft, left it caufe thee to err 


1 The two adverfaries. }—Thefe 
were two angels, who came unto Da- 
vid in the fhape of men, to demand 
judgment in the feigned controverly 
after-mentioned. It is no other than 
Nathan’s parable to David (1), a lit- 
tle ae: : 

m He was afraid of them. |—Be- 
caufe they came fuddenly upon him, 
ona day of privacy ; when the doors 
were guarded, and no perfon admitted 
to difturb his devotions. For David, 
ihey fay, divided his time regularly, 
Setting apart one day for the fervice 


(1) 2 Sam. xii. 


of Gon, another day for rendering 
juitice to his people, another day for 
preaching to them, and another day 
for his own affairs (2), 

® And David perceived that we 
had tried him, &c.}—The crime of 
which David had bees guilty, was 
the taking the wife af Uriah, and 
ordering her hufband to be fet in the 
front of the battle to be flain (3). 

Some {uppofe this ftory was told 
to ferve as an admonition to Mohan- 
med, who, itdeems, was apt to covet 
what was another's, 


(2) Al Barpawi, Jacraro’asens'/ (3) Tidem. 


from 
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from the way of Gon: for thofe who err from the 
way of Gon, fhall fuffer a fevere punifhment, be- 
caufe they have forgotten the day of account. We 
have not created the heavens and the earth, and 
whatever is between them, in vain®. This is the 
opinion of the unbelievers: but woe unto thofe who 
believe not, becaufe of the fire of hell. Shall we deal 
with thofe who believe and do good works, as with 
thofe who a& corruptly in the earth? Shall we deal 
with the pious as with the wicked? <A bleffed book 
hath been fent down unto thee, O Mouamnep, that 
they may attentively meditate on the figns thereof, and 
that men of underftanding may be warned. And we 
gave unto Davin, Sotomon; how excellent a fer- 
vant! for he frequently turned himfelf unto GOD. 
When the horfes ftanding on three feet, and touch- 
ing the ground with the edge of the fourth foot, and 
fwift in the courfe, were fet in parade before him in 
the evening *, he faid, Verily I have loved the love 
of earthly good above the remembrance of m 

Lorp; and have fpent the time in viewing thefe horfes, 
until the fun is hidden by the veil of night: bring the 
horfes back unto me, And when they were brought 
back, he began to clit off their legs and their necks, 
We alfo tried Soromon, and placed on his throne a 
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° We have not created the heavens 
and the earth in vain.j—So as to 
permit injuftice to go unpunifhed, 
and righteoufne(s unrewarded. _ 

& When the horfes were fet in pa- 
rade before him, &c.]——-Some fay 
that Solomon brought thefe horfes, 
being a thoufand in number, from 
Damafcus and Nifibit, which cities 
he had taken; others fay that they 
were left him by his father, who took 
them from the Amalekites; while 
others, who prefer the marvellous, 
pretend they came up out of the fea, 
and had wings. However, Solo- 
mon, having one day a mind to view 
thefe horfes, ordered them to be 


brought before him, and was fo 
taken up with them that he {pent the 
remainder of the day, til] after fun- 
fet, in looking on them; by which 
means he negleéted the prayer, which 
ought to have been faid at that time, 
till it was too late: but when he per- 
ceived his omiflion, he was {fo greatly 
concerned at it, that ordenng the 
horfes to be brought back, he killed 
them all as an offering to Gop, ex- 
cept only a hundred of the beft of 
them. But Gop made him ample’ 
amends for the Jofs of thefe horfes, 
by -giving him dominion over the 
winds (1). 


o 


. (1) ALBurpaws, Al Zamaxu. Yauya, 


counterfeit 
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counterfeit body*: afterwards he turned unto GOD, 
and faid, O Lorn, forgive me, and give me a king- 
dom which may not be obtained by any after me'; 
“for thou art the giver of kingdoms. And we made 
the wind fubjeét unto him; it ran gently at his com- 
mand, whitherfoever he diretted. And we alfo put 
the devils in fubje€tion under him; and among them 
fuch as were every way {killed in building, and in 
diving for pearls‘: and others we delivered to him 
bound in chains; faying, This is our gift: therefore 
be bounteous, or be fparing unto whom thou fhalt 


221 


think fit’, without rendering an account. 


{hall approach near unto 


¢ We placed on his throne a coun- 
terfeit body, &c.——-The moft re- 
ceived expofition of this paffage is 
taken from the following Talmudic 
fable (.). 

Solomon, having taken Sidon, and 
flain the king of that city, brought 
away his daughter Jerada, who be- 
came his favourite; and becaufe fhe 
ceafed not to lament her father’s lofs, 
he ordered the devils to make an 
image of him for her confolation: 
which being done, and placed in her 
chamber, fhe and her maids worfhip- 

ed it morning and evening, accord- 
ing to their cuftom. At length Solo- 
mon being informed of this idolatry, 
which was praétifed under his roof, 
by his vizir Afaf, he broke the 
image, and having chaftifed the wo- 
man, went out into the defert, where 
he wept and made fupplications to 
Gop; who did not think fit, how- 
ever, to let his negligence pafs with- 
out fome correftion. It was Solo- 
mon’s cuftom, while he eafed, or 
wafhed himfelf, to intruft his fignet, 
on which his kingdom depended, 
with a concubine of his named 
Amina: one day, therefore, when 
fhe had the ring in her cuftody, a 
devil named Sakhar, came to her in 
the fhape of Solomon, and received 
the ring from her ; by virtue of which 


And he 
us, and fhall have an ex- 


he became pofleffed of the kingdom, 
and fat on the throne in the fhape 
which he had borrowed, making 
what alterations in the law he 
pleafed. Solomon, in the mean 
time, being changed in his outward 
appearance, and known to none of 
his fubje€ts, was obliged to wander 
about, and beg alms for his fubfife 
tence; till at length, after the {pace 
of forty davs, which was the time 
the image had been worfhipped in 
his houfe, the devil flew away, and 
threw the fignet into the fea: the 
fignet was immediately fwallowed by 
a fifh, which being taken and given 
to Solomon, he fein the ring in 
its belly, and having by this means 
recovered the kingdom, took Sakhar, 
and tying a great flone to his neck, 
Aina him into the lake of Tiberias 
2). 
" A kingdom which may not be 
obtained by any after me.]—i. e. 
That I may furpafs all future princes 
in magnificence and power. 

* See chap. 21. p. 161, chap. 27, 
p. 222, &c. 

* Be bounteous or be fparing, &c. J 
—Some fuppofe thefe words relate to 
the genu, and that Solomon is there- 
by empowered to releafe or to kee 
in chains fuch of them as he slea(ed. 


(1) V. Talm. En Jacob, part. 2. & Yalkut in hb. Reg. p. 182. (2) Al 


Bap. Javurar. Aspu’.rgpa. 


Vout. Il, 


Xx 


cellent 
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cellent abode in paradife. And remember our fer- 
vant Jos", when he cried unto his Lorn, faying, 
Verily Satan hath afflicted me with calamity and 
pain. And it was faid unto him, Strike the earth with 
thy foot; which when he had done, a fountain’ fprang 
up, and it was {aid unto him, This is for thee to wafh 
in, to refrefh thee, and to drink. And we reftored 
unto him his family, and as many more with them, 
through our mercy; and for an admonition unto 
thofe who are enducd with underftanding. And we 
faid unto him, Take a handful of rods* in thy hand, 
and ftrike thy wife therewith’; and break not thine 
oath*. Verily we found him a patient perfon: how 
excellent a fervant was he! for he was one who fre- 
quently turned himfelf unto us. Remémber alfo our 
fervants AsRAHAM, and Isaac, and Jacos, who 
were men {trenuous and prudent. Verily we purified. 
them with a perfe€l purification, through the remem- 
brance of the life to come’; and they were, in our 
fight, ele€t and good men. And remember Ismaczt, 
and Exvisna’, and Duu’LKer_L‘: forall thefe were 


Cuap. 38. 


« See chap. 21. p. 162. 

~ A fountain.]—Some fay there 
‘were two fprings, one of hot water, 
wherein he bathed: and the other of 


* We purified them through the 
remembrance of the life to come. ~~ 
Or, as the words may be interpreted, 
according to al Zamakhfhari, We 


cold, of which he drank (1). 
x A handful of rods.]—The ori- 
inal not exprefling what this hand- 
Fal was to confift of, or '' fuppofes 
it was to be only a handful af dry 
grafs, or of rufhes; and another 
that it was a branch of a palm-tree 


2). 

¥ Strike thy wife therewith. ]-The 
commentators are not agreed what 
faule Job’s wife had committed, to 
deferve this chaftifement; we have 
inenuoned one opinion already (3) ; 
fome think it was only becaufe fhe 
fiaid too long on an errand. 

= Break not thine oath. |—For he 
had {worn to give her a hundred 
{tripes 1f lic recovered. 


(1) Al Bernawt. 


ibid. (4) See 1 Kings xvi. 4. 


(2) See the notes to chap. 21. p. 162, 


have purified them, or peculiarly def- 
tined and fitted them for paradife. 
> Elifha.]—See chap. 6. p. 171. 

© Dhu’lkefl. ]——See chap, 21. p. 
162. Al Beidawi here takes notice 
of another tradition concerning this 
prophet; viz. that he entertained and 
took care of a hundred Ifraelites, 
who fled to him froma certain flaugh- 
ter: from which aétion he urobably 
had the furname of Dhu’lkefl given 
him; the pana fignification of 
the verb, cafala, being to maintain or 
take care of another. If a conjec- 
ture might be founded on this tra- 
dition, I fhould fancy the perfon in- 
tended was Obadiah, the governor 
of Ahab’s houfe (4). 


(3) See 


good 
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whoever are in heaven, and whoever are on earth ex- 
pire; except thofe whom Gop fhall pleafe to exempt 
from the common fate’. Afterwards it fhall be founded 
again; and behold, they fhall arife and look up. 
And the earth fhall fhine by the light of its Lorp: 
and the book fhall be laid open™, and the prophets 
and the martyrs fhall be brought as witnefles; and 
judgment fhall be given between them with truth, 
and they fhall not be treated unjuftly. And every 
foul fhall be fully rewarded, according to that which 
it fhall have wrought; for he perfectly knoweth 
whatever they do. And the unbelievers fhall be 
driven unto hell by troops, until, when they fhall 
arrive at the fame, the gates thereof fhall be opened: 
and the keepers thereof* fhall fay unto them, Did 
not apoftles from among you come unto you, who 
rehearfed unto you the figns of your Lorp, and 
warned you of the meeting of this your day? They 
fhall anfwer, Yea: but the fentence of eternal pu- 
nifhment hath been juftly pronounced on the unbe- 
lievers®. It fhall be faid unto them, Enter ye the 
gates of hell, to dwell there for ever; and mifcra- 
ble fhall be the abode of the proud! But thofe who 
fhall have feared their Lorn, fhall be conducted by 


1 Except thofe whom Gop fhall 
‘pleafe to exempt, &c.|——Thefe, 
tonne fay, will be the angels Gabriel 
Michael, and Ifrafil, and the angel 
of death, who yet will afterwards all 
die, at the command of Gop (1); it 
being the conflant opinion of the 
Mohammedan doétors, that every 
foul, both of men, and of animals, 
which live either on land, or in the 
fea, and of the angels alfo, muift ne- 
ceflarily tafte of death (2): others 
uppofe thofe who will be exempted 
are the angels who bear the throne 
of Goo (3); or the black-eyed dam- 
fels, and other inhabitants of para- 


(1) Al Berpawr, Yauya. 
p-266.  — (3) Al Bervawt. 
the Prel. Difc. ubi fup. 


The {pace between thcfe twoblafis 
of the tr-mpet will be forty days, 
according to Yahya andothers; there 
are fome, howcver, who fuppole it 
will be as many years (3). 

™ See the Prelim. Dilc. fe&. IV. 
p- 115. 

» See chap. 74. and the Prelim. 
Dilc. fe&t. IV. p. 121, 1299. 

° The fentence of eternal punifh- 
ment hath been juftly pronounced on 
unbelievers. |—See chap. 7. p. 188, 
chap. 11. p. 33, &c. It feeins as if 
the damned, by thefe words, attri- 
buted their ruin to Gon’s decree of 
predeftination. 


(2) V. Pococx. not. in Port. Mofis, 
(4) JaAnLaro’ppix, (5) See 


tr oops 
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troops towards paradife, until they fhall arrive at the 
fame: and the gates thereof fhall be ready fet open; 
and the guards thereof fhall fay unto them, Peace be 
on you! ye have been good: wherefore enter ye into 
paradife, to remain therein for ever. And they fhall 
anfwer, Praife be unto Gon, who hath performed his 
promife unto us, and hath made us to inherit the 
earth’, that we may dwell in paradife wherever we 
pleafe! How excellent is the reward of thofe who 
work righteoufnefs? And thou fhalt fce the angels 
going in proceffion round the throne, celebrating the 
praifes of their Lorn: and judgment fhall be given 
between them with truth; and they fhall fay, Praife 
be unto Gop, the Lorp of all creatures ! 


P And hath made usto inherit the curity and abundance, which the 
earth. ]—This is a metaphorical ex-  bleffed will enjoy in paradife. 
preffion, reprefenting the perfeét fe- 


CHAP. XL. 
Intitled, The true Believer’; revealed at 
MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.' The revelation of this book is from the 

e mighty, the wife Gon: the forgiver of fin, 
and the accepter of repentance ; fevere in punifhing ; 
long fuffering. There is no Gop but he: before 
him fhall be the general affembly at the laft-day. None 
difputeth againft the figns of Gop, except the un- 
believers: but let not their profperous dealing in the 
land‘ deceive thee with vain allurement. The peo- 
ple of Noau, and the confederated infidels which were 


@ This title is taken from the paf- "See Pr. Difc. fedt. IT. p. 78, &e. 
fage wherein mention is made ofone —*_ Their profperous dealing in the 
Pharaoh’s family, who believed in land. ]——By trading into Syria and 
Mofes. Yaman. See chap. 3. p. gi. not. *. 


after 
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<erning that wherein they difagree. If thofe who a& 
unjuftly were mafters of whatever is in the earth, 
and as much more therewith, verily they would give 
:- to ranfom themfelves from the evil of the punifh- 
ment, on the day of refurreétion: and there fhall ap- 
year unto them, from Gop, terrors which they never 
-magined ; and there fhall appear unto them the evils 
of that which they fhall have gained; and that which 
they mocked at fhall encompafs them. When harm 
pefalleth man, he calleth upon us; yet afterwards, 
when we have beftowed on him favour from us, he 
faith, I have received it merely becaufe of GOD’s 
«knowledge of my deferts*. On the contrary, it isa 
‘rial; but the greater part of them know it not. 
Thofe who were before them, faid the fame‘: but 
that which they had gained, profited them not; and 
the evils which they had deferved fell upon them. 
And whoever of thefe Meccans fhall have aéted 
unjuftly, on them likewife fhall fall the evils which 
they fhall have deferved*; neither fhall they fruftrate 
the divine vengeance. Do they not know that Gop 
beftoweth provifion abundantly on whom he pleafeth, 
and is fparing unto whom he pleafeth? Verily herein 
are figns unto people who believe. Say, O my fer- 
vants who have tranfgreffed againft your own fouls, 
defpair not of the mercy of Gon: feeing that Gop 
forgiveth all fins*; for he is gracious and merciful, 
And be turned unto your Lorp, and refign your- 
felves unto him, before the threatened punifhment 
overtake you; for then ye fhall not be helped. And 
follow the moft excellent inftru€tions which have been 


© Becaufe of Gon’s knowledge of cordingly : for they were punifhed 
my deferts.]—Or by means of my witha fore famine for feven years, 
own wifdom. and had the braveft of their warri- 

* Thofe who were before them, ors cut off at the battle of Bedr (2). 
faid the fame.]—As did Karun in » Gop forgiveth all fins.]—To 
particular (1), thofe who fincerely repent, and pro- 

® On them fhall fall the evils they fefs his unity: for the fins of idola- 
have deferved. |—As it happened ac-__ ters will not be forgiven (3). 


(1) See chap. 98. p. ege. (2) Al Barvawi. (3) See 
chap. 2. p. 16, not. *, 
fent 
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fent down unto you from your Lorp, before the pu- 
nifhment come fuddenly upon you, and ye perceive 
not the approach thereof; and a foul fay, Alas! for 
that I have been negligent in my duty to Gon; ve- 
iily I have been one of the fcorners: or fay, If Gop 
had direéted me, wily I had been ane of the pious : 
or fay, when it feeth the prepared punifhment, If I 
could return once more into the world, I would be- 
come one of the righteous. But GOD fhall anfwer, 
My figns came unto thee heretofore, and thou didft 
charge them with falfchood, and waft puffed up with 
pride; and thou becameft one of the unbelievers. 
On the day of refurre@tion thou fhalt fee the faces of 
thofe who have uttered lics concerning Gop, become 
black : is there not an abode prepared in hell for the 
arrogant ? But Gop fhall deliver thofe who fhall fear 
him, and fhall fet them in their place of fafety : evil 
fhall not touch them, neither fhall they be grieved. 
Gop is the creator of all things, and he is the go- 
vernor of all things. His are the keys of heaven 
and earth : and they who believe not in the figns of 
Gop, they fhall perifh. Say, Do ye therefore bid 
me to worfhip other than Gop, O ye fools? fince it 
hath been fpoken by revelation unto thee, and alfo 
unto the prophets who have been before thee, faying, 
Verily if thou join any partners with GOD, thy 
work will be altogether unprofitable, and thou fhalt 
certainly be one of thofe who perifh : wherefore rather 
fear Gop, and be one of thofe who give thanks, 
But they make not a due eftimation of Gon’: fince 
the whole carth fhall be but his handful, on the da 

of refurre€tion ; and the heavens fhall be rolled to- 
gcther in his right-hand. Praife be unto him! and 
far be he exalted above the idols which they affociate 
with him! The trumpet fhall be founded‘, and 


' See chap. 6. p. 171. not. '. will be no more than two blafts, 

* The trumpet hall be founded.] (and two only are diftin@ly men. 
The fir time, favs al Beiddwi; tioned in the Koran,) though others 
who confequently fuppofes there fuppofe there will be three (1). 


(1) See the Prelim, Difc. fe&. IV. p. 109, 110. 
whoever 
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meafure. Say, I am commanded to worfhip Gop, 
and to exhibit the pure religion unto him: and I am 
commanded to be the firft Moflem*. Say, Verily I 
fear, if I be difobedient unto my Lorp, the punifh- 
ment of the great day. Say, I worlhip Gop, ex- 
hibiting my religion pure unto him: but do ye wor- 
fhip that which ye will, befides him. Say, Verily 
they will be the lofers, who fhall lofe their own fouls, 
and their families, on the day of refurre€tion: is not 
this manifeft lofs ? Over them fhall be roofs of fire, 
and under them fhall be floors of fire. With this doth 
Gop terrify his fervants: wherefore, O my fervants, 
fear me. But thofe who efchew the worfhip of idols, 
and are turned unto Gop, fhall recetve good tidings. 
Bear good tidings therefore unto my fervants, who 
hearken unto my word, and follow that which is moft 
excellent thercin : thefe are they whom Gop dire€teth, 
and thefe are men of underftanding. Him therefore 
on whom the fentence of eternal punifhment fhall be 
juftly pronounced, canft thou, O Mouammnen, de- 
liver him who is deftined to dwell in the fire of hell ? 
But for thofe who fear their Lorp will be prepared 
high apartments in paradife, over which fhall be other 
apartments built ; and rivers fhall run beneath them: 
this is the promife of Gop; and Gop will not be 
contrary to the promife. Doft thou not fee that Gop 
fendeth down water from heaven, and caufeth the 
fame to enter and form fources in the earth ; and pro- 
duceth thereby corns of various forts? Afterwards 
he caufeth the fame to wither; and thou feeft it be- 
come yellow; afterwards he maketh it crumble into 
duft. Verily herein is an inftruétion to men of un- 
derftanding. Shall he, therefore, whofe breaft Gop 
hath enlarged to receive the religion of Istam, and 
who followeth the light from his Lorn, be as he 
whofe heart is hardened ? But woe unto thofe whofe 
hearts are hardened againft th¢i1~membrance of Gop! 
they are in a manifeft error.’..yyop hath revealed a 
* The fir Moflem.]—i. e. The the true religion; or the leader in 

firlt of the Koreifh who profefieth chief of the Moflems, 
XK 4 moft 
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moft excellent difcourfe ; a book conformable to it- 
felf, and containing repeated admonitions. The {kins 
of thofe who fear their Lorp fhrink for fear thereat : 
afterwards their {kins grow foft, and their hearts alfo, 
at the remembrance of their Lorp. This is the di- 
rection of Gop: he will direét thercby whom he 
pleafeth ; and whomfoever Gop fhall caufe to err, 
he fhall have no direétor. Shall he therefore who 
fhall be obliged to fcreen himfelf with his facet from 
the feverity of the punifhment on the day of refurrec- 
tion, be as he who is fecure therefrom ? And it fhall 
be faid unto the ungodly, Tafte that which ye have 
deferved. Thofe who werc before them, accufed 
their apoftles of impofture ; wherefore a punifhment 
came upon them from whence they cxpctted it not: 
and Gop caufed them to tafte fhame in this prefent 
life; but the pumfhment of the life to come will 
certainly be greater. If they were men of under- 
{landing, they would know this. | Now have we pro- 
pofed unto mankind, in this Koran, every kind of 
parable ; that they may be warned: an Arabic Ko- 
RAN, Wherein there is no crookednefs*; that they 
may fear GOD. Gop propoundeth as a parable a 
nan who hath feveral companions which are at mu- 
tual variance, and a man who committcth himfelf 
wholly to one perfon™: fhall thefe be held in equal 
comparifon? Gop forbid! But the greater part of 
them do not underftand. Verily thou, O Monam- 
mMeED, fhalt dic, and they alfo fhall die: and ye fhall 


CHap. 39. 


debate the matter* with 


t Who fhall fereen himfclf with 
his face, &c.j—For his hands fhall 
be chained to his neck, and he fhall 
not be able to oppofe any thing but 
his face to the fire (1), 

“ Wherein there is no crooked- 
nefs.j—1. e. No contradi¢tion, de- 
feet, or doubt. 

~ Gop propoundeth as a parable, 
&c.] This paffage reprefents the 
uncertainty of the idolater, who 1s 


diflraQed in the fervice of different 
(1) Idem. 





(2) Idem. 


one another before your 


mafters; and the fatisfaGtion of mind 
which attends the worthipper of the 
only true Gop (2). 

x Ye fhall debate the matter, &c.] 
—For the prophet will reprefent his 
endeavours to reclaim them from 
idolatry, and their obflinacy: and 
they will make frivolous excufes ; 
as that they obeyed thciy chiefs, and 
kept to the religion of their fathers, 
&c. (3). 


(3) Idem. 
Lo R Dg 
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Lorp, at the day of refurre€tion. * Who is more XXIV, 
unjuft than he who uttereth a lic concerning Gon, 
and denieth the truth, when it cometh unto him ? Is 
there not a dwelling provided in hell for the unbe- 
ltzvers? But he who bringeth the truth, and giveth 
credit thereto ’, thefe are they who fear GOD; they 
fnall obtain whatever they fhall defire, in the fight of 
their Lorn: this fhall be the recompenfe of the righ- 
teous: that Gon may expiate from them the very 
worft of that which they have wrought, and may 
render them their reward according to the utmoft 
merit of the good which they have wrought. Is not 
Gop a fufficient protector of his fervant? yet they 
will attempt to make thee afraid of the falfe deities 
which they worfhip befides Gop*% But he whom 
Gop fhall caufe to err, fhall have none to dire him: 
and he whom Gop shall direét, fhall have none to 
miflead him. Is not Gop moft mighty, able to 
avenge? If thou afk them who hath created the 
heavens and the earth, they will furely anfwer, Gon. 
Say, Do ye think therefore that the deities which ye 
invoke befides Gon, if Gon be pleafed to afflitt me, 
zre able to relieve me from his affliction; or if he be 
pleafed to fhew mercy unto me, that they are able ta 


¥ He who bringeth the truth, and 


fent by Mohammed to demolith the 


giveth credit thereto. ]—i. e. Mo- 
hammed and his followers: fome 
fuppofe that by the latter words Abu 
Becr is particularly intended, be- 
eaufe he afferted the prophet’s ve- 
racity in refpeét to his journey to 
heaven. 

* They will attempt to make thee 
afraid of their falfe deities. ]—The 
Koreith ufed to tell Mohammed that 
they feared their gods would do him 
fome milchief, and deprive him of 
the ufe of his limbs, or of his rea- 
fon, becaufe he {poke difgracefully 
of them. It is thought by fome 
that this pallage was verified 10 
Khaled Ebn al Walid; who being 


(1) Idem. 


idol al Uzza, was advifed by the 
keeper of her temple to take heed 
what he did, becaufe the goddefs 
was able to avenge herfelf feverely : 
but he was fo Tele moved at the 
man’s ales that he immediately 
ftept up tothe idol, and broke her 
nole. To anor the latter ex- 
plication, they fay, that what hap. 
ened to Khaled 1s attributed to Mo- 
ammed, becaufe the former was 
then executing the prophet’s or- 
ders (1). A circumflance not 
much different from the above. 
mentioned, is told of the demoliti. 
on of Allat (2). 


(2) V. Gacniza, Not, in Abu’lf, Vit. Moh, p. 127. 


with- 
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with-hold his mercy? Say, Gop is my fufficient fup- 
port: in him let thofe put their truft, who feek in whom 
to confide. Say, O my people, do ye aét according to 
your ftate ; verily I will att according to mine: here- 
afier fhall ye know on which of us will be infli€ted a 
punifhment that fhall cover him with fhame, and on 
whom a lafting punifhment fhall fall. Verily we 
have revealed unto thee the book of the Koran, for 
the inftruction of mankind, with truth. Whofo {hall 
be direéted thereby, fhall be dire&ted to the advantage of 
his own foul; and whofo fhall err, fhall only err 
againit the fame: and thou art not a guardian over 
them. Gop taketh unto himfelf the fouls of men at 
the time of their death; and thofe which die not, he 
alfo taketh in their fleep*: and he with-holdeth thofe 
on which he hath paffed the decree of death>, but 
fendeth back the others tll a determined period *. 
Verily herein are figns unto people who confider. 
Have the Koreisu taken jdols for their interceffors 
with GOD? Say, What, although they have not 
dominion over any thing, neither do they under- 
ftand? Say, Interceffion is altogether in the difpofal 
of Gop’: his is the kingdom of heaven and earth ; 
and hereafter fhall ye return unto him. When the 
one fole Gop 1s mentioned, the hearts of thofe who 
believe not in the life to come, fhrink with horror: 
but when the falfe gods, which are worfhipped befides 
him, are mentioned, behold, they are filled with 
joy. Say, O Gop, the creator of heaven and earth, 
who knoweft that which is fecret, and that which is 
manifelt ; thou fhalt judge between thy fervants con- 
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® And the fouls which die not, he 
taketh in their fleep. J—That is, feem- 
inely, and to outward appearance ; 
flcep being the image of death. 

* He with-holdeth thofe on which 
he hath paffed the decree of death. J 
—-Not permitting them to return 
again into their bodies. 





¢ But fendeth back the others. ]~ 
viz. Into their bodies, when they 
awake (1). 

_4 Interceffion is altogether in the 
difpofal of Goo. ]—For none can or 
dare Nahe to intercede with him, 
unlefs by his permiffion. 


(s) Al Barpawr, 


cerning 
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C H A P. XXXIX. 


Intitled, The Troops"; revealed at Mecca’. 


. Inthe name of the moft merciful Gop. 


¢ fe revelation of this book is from the mighty, 
the wife Gop. Verily we have revealed this 
book unto thee with truth: wherefore ferve Gon, 
exhibiting the pure religion unto him. Onght not 
the pure religion to be exhibited unto Gop ? But asto 
thofe who take other patrons befides him, faying, 
We worfhip them only that they may bring us nearer 
unto Gop; verily Gop will judge between them con- 
cerning that wherein they difagree. Surely Gop 
will not direét him who is a lar, or ungrateful. If 
Gop had been minded to have had a fon, he had 
furely chofen what he pleafed out of that which he 
hath created". But far be fuch a thing from him! 
He is the fole, the almighty Gop. He hath created 
the heavens and the earth with truth: he caufeth the 
night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth the day to 
fucceed the night, and he obligcth the fun and the 
moon to perform their fervices ; each of them haften- 
eth to an appointed period. Is not he the mighty, 
the forgiver of fins? He created you of one man, and 
afterwards out of him formed his wife: and he hath 
beftowed! on you four pair of cattle™. He formeth 


bh This title is taken from the 
latter end of the chapter, where it 
is faid the wicked fhall be fent to 
hell, and the righteous admitted i1n- 
to paradife by troops. 

' Except the verfe beginning, Say, 
O my fervants, who have tranfgref- 
fed againft your own fouls, &c. (1). 

* If he had been minded to have a 
fon, he had chofen what he pleafed 
out of that which he hath created. ]~ 
Becaufe, fays al Beidawi, there is 
no being befides himfelf, but what 
path been created by him; fince 


(3) Javvaro’ppin, Al Betpawi. 


X g 


there cannot be two neceffarily ex- 
ifient beings: and hence appears 
the abfurdity ‘of the imagination 
here condemned, becaufe no crea- 
ture can refemble the Creator, ot 
be worthy to bear the relation of a 


fon to him. 

' He hath sp vecdebiag? amialeshs 
He hath fent down; trom which 
expreffion fome have imagined that 
thefe four kinds of beafts were cre- 
ated in paradife, and thence fent 
down to earth (2). 

™ Sce chap. 6. p. 182. 


(e) Al Zamaxn. 
you 
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ou in the wombs of your mothers, by feveral gra- 
dual formations®, within three veils of darknefs°. 
This is Gop, your Lorp: his is the kingdom: 
there is no Gop but he. Why therefore are ye 
turned afide from the worfhip of him to idolatry ? If ye 
be ungrateful, verily Gop hath no need of you; yet 
he jiketh not ingratitude in his fervants: but if ye be 
thankful, he will be well pleafed with you. <A 
burdened foul fhall not bear the burden of another : 
hereafter fhall ye return unto your Lorp, and he fhall 
declare unto you that which ye have wrought, and 
will reward you accordingly ; for he knoweth the in- 
nermoft parts of your breafts. When harm befalleth 
aman, he calleth upon his Lorn, and turneth unto 
him: yet afterwards, when GOD hath beftowed on 
him favour from himfelf, he forgetteth that Being 
which he invoked before’, and fetteth up equals 
unto Gop, that he may feduce men from his way. 
Say unto fuch a man, Enjoy this life in thy infidelity 
for a little while: but hereafter fhalt thou furely be 
one of the inhabitants of hell-fire. Shall he who 
giveth himlelf up to prayer in the hours of the night, 
profirate, and ftanding, and who taketh heed as to 
the life to come, and hopeth for the mercy of his 
Lorp, be dealt with as the wicked unbeliever? Say, 
Shall they who know their duty, and they who know 
it not, be held equal? Verily the men of underftand- 
ing only will be warned. Say, O my fervants who 
believe, fear your Lorp. They who do good in 
this world, fhall obtain good in the next‘; and 
Gon’s earth is {pacious': verily thofe who perfevere 
with patience fhall receive their recompenfe without 


n See chap. 22. p. 166. 


© Within three veils of darknefs. ] 
—i.¢c. The belly, the womb, and 
the membranes which enclofe the 
embrvo. ‘ 

¥ He forgetteth that "%‘-afthich 
be invoked before.}—O1, EeeyBrger- 
teth the evil which he befgre prayed 


again, 


4 They who do good in this world, 
fhall obtain good in the next. ]—Or, 
They who do good, fhall obtain good 
even in this world. 
ov’s earth is fpacious. ] 
Whercfore let him who cannot fafcly 
exercife his religion where he was 
born or refides, fly to a place of 1i- 
berty and fecurity (1). 


r 





(1) Al Berpawi. 


meafure, 
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ood men. This is an admonition. Verily the pious 
{hall have an excellent place to return unto, namely, 
gardens of perpetual abode, the gates whereof fhall 
ftand open unto them. As they lie down therein, they 
fhall there afk for many forts of fruits, and for drink ; 
and near them fhall fit the virgins of paradife, refrain- 
ing their looks from beholding any befides their fpoufes, 
and of equal age with them‘. This is what ye are 
promifed, at the day of account. This is our provi- 
fon; which fhall not fail. This fhall be the reward of 
‘he righteous. But for the tran{greffors is preparcd an 
evil receptacle, namely, hell: they fhall be caft into 
the fame to be burned, and a wretched couch fhall it 
be. This let them tafte, to wit, fcalding water, and cor- 
ruption flowing from the bodies of the damned, and 
divers other things of the fame kind. And it fhall be 
faid to the feducers, This troop which was guided by 
you, fhall be thrown, together with you, headlong into 
nell: they fhall not be bidden welcome ; for they fhall 
enter the fire to be burned. And the feduced fhall fa 
to their feducers, Verily ye fhall not be bidden oe 
come: ye have brought it upon us; and a wretched 
abode is hell. They fhall fay, O Lorn, doubly in- 
creafe the torment of him who hath brought this punifh- 
ment upon us, in the fire of hell. And the infidels 
fhall fay, Why do we not fee the men whom we num- 
bered among the wicked, and whom we received with 
fcorn? Or do our eyes mifs them? Verily this is a 
truth ; to wit, the difputing of the inhabitants of hell-fire. 
Say, O Monammen, unto the idolaters, Verily I am 
no other than a warner: and there is no god, except 
the one only Gop, the Almighty, the Lorp of heaven 
and earth, and of whatfoever is between them; the 
mighty, the forgiver of fins. Say, It is a weighty 
meffage, from which ye turn afide. I had no know- 
ledge of the exalted princes‘, when they difputed 
4 Of equal age with them.J—i.e. —_¢ The exalted princes. ]—That is, 
About thirty or thirty-three (1). The angels. 
(1) See the Prelim. Difc. fet. IV. p. 192. 
X 2 concerning 
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concerning the creation of man : (it hath been revealed 
unto me only as a proof that I am a public preacher :) 
when thy Lorp faid unto the angels, Verily I am 
about to create man of clay: when I fhall have form- 
ed him, therefore, and fhall have breathed my fpirit 
into him, do ye fall down and worfhip him‘. And all 
the angels worfhipped him, in general; except Es is, 
who was puffed up with pride, and became an unbe- 
liever. GOD faid unto him, O Esuis, what hin- 
dercth thee from worfhipping that which I have cre- 
ated with iny hands? = Art thou elated with vain pride? 
Or art thou really one of exalted merit ? He anfwered, 
I am more excellent than he: thou haft created me of 
fire, and hafl created him of clay. GOD faid unto 
him, Get thee hence therefore, for thou fhalt be driven 
away from mercy: and my curfe fhall be upon thee, 
until the day of judgment. He replied, O Lorn, 
Refpite me, therefore, until the day of refurre€tion. 
GOD faid, Verily thou fhalt be one of thofe who are 
refpited until the day of the determined time. Esxrs 
faid, By thy might do I {wear, I will furely feduce 
them all, except thy fervants who fhall be peculiarly 
chofen from among them. GOD faid, It is a jutt 
fentence ; and I fpcak the truth: I will furely fill hell 
with thee, and with fuch of them as fhall follow thee, 
altogether ® Say unto the Meccans, I afk not of 
you any reward for this my preaching: neither am I 
onc of thofe who affume a part which belongs not to 
them. The Koran is no other than an admonition 
unto all creatures: ard ye {hall furely know what is 
delivered theyein to be true, after a feafon. 


‘See chap.2.p.7. & See chap. 7. p. 187. and chap. 15. p. 71, &c. 
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after them, accufed their refpeétive prophets of impof- 
ture before thefe; and each nation hatched ill defigns 
againft their apoftle, that they might get him into 
their power; and they difputed with vain reafoning, 
that they might thereby invalidate the truth: where- 
(re I chaftiled them; and how fevere was my pu- 
,. fhment! Thus hath the fentence of thy Lorp juftly 
yffed on the unbelievers ; that they fhall be the inha- 
hitants of hell-fire. The angels who bear the throne 
of GOD, and thofe who ftand about it’, celebrate 
the praife of their Lorp, and believe in him; and 
they afk pardon for the true believers, faying, O 
l.orp, thou encompaffeft all things by thy mercy 
«nd knowledge; wherefore forgive thofe who repent, 
ard follow thy path, and deliver them from the pains 
ct hell: O Lorp, lead them alfo into the gardens of 
eternal abode, which thou haft promifed unto them, 
aiid unto every one who fhall do mnght, of their fa- 
thers, and their wives, and their children; for thou 
ur. the mighty, the wife GOD. And deliver them 
irom evil; for whomfoever thou fhalt deliver from 
evil on that day, on him wilt thou fhew mercy ; and 
this will be great falvation. But the infidels, at the 
day of judgment, fhall hear a voice crying unto them, 
Verily the hatred of Gop towards you 1s more griev- 
ous than your hatred towards yourfelves: fince ye 
were called unto the faith, and would not believe. 
They fhall fay, O Lorp, thou haft given us death 
twice, and thou haft twice given us life’; and we 


The angels who bear the throne, 
vid ftand about it.J—Thefe are the 
Cuerubim, the higheft order of an- 
f2's, whoa araach neareft to Gon’s 
i fence ( : ; 

‘ Thou haft given us death twice, 
at haft twice given us life. ]-Having 
tft created usin a ftate of death, or 
veid of life and fenfation, and then 
given life to the inanimate body (2); 


(1) Al Berpawt. 
Dilc. fet. IV. p. 190, &e. 


(2) See chap. 2. p. 6. 
(3) Al Berpaws, Jauban. 


and afterwards caufed us to die a na- 
tural death, and raifed us again at the 
refurreétion. Some underftand the 
firft death to be a natural death, and 
the fecond that in the fepulchre, after 
the body fhall have been there raifed 
to life in order to be examined (3) ; 
and cenfequently fuppofe the two 
revivals to be thofe of the fepulchre 
and the refurreétion (4). 


(3) See the Prelim, 


confefs 
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confefs our fins: is there therefore no way to get 
forth from this fre? And it fhall be anfwered them, 
This hath befallen you, for that when one Gop was 
preached unto you, ye belicved not; but if a-plu- 
rality of gods had been affociated with him, ye had 
believed: and judgment belongeth unto the high, the 
great Gop. Itis he who fheweth you his figns, and 
fendeth down food unto you from heaven: but none 
will be admonifhed, except he who turneth himfelf 
unto GOD. Call therefore unto Gop, exhibiting 
your religion pure unto him, although the infidels be 
aver{e thereto. Hc is the Being of exalted degree, the 
poffeffor of the throne; who fendeth down the fpirit, 
at his command, on fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth; 
that he may warn mankind of the day of meeting”, 
the day whereon they fhall come forth out of their 
graves, and nothing of what concerneth them fhall be 
hidden from Gov. Unto whom will the kingdom 
belong, on that day? Unto the only, the almighty 
Gop. Onthat day fhall every foul be rewarded ac- 
cording to its merits: there fhall be no injuftice done 
on that day. Verily Gop will be {wift in taking an 
account. Wherefore warn them, O prophet, of the 
day which fhall fuddenly approach; when men’s hcarts 
fhall come up to their throats, and ftrangle them. The 
ungodly fhall have no fiicnd or interceflor who fhall 
be heard. Gop will know the deccitful eye, and 
that which their breafls conceal; and Gop will judge 
with truth: but the falfe gods which they invoke, be- 
fides him, fhall not judge at all; for Gop is he who 
heareth and feeth. Have they not gone through the 
earth, and feen what hath been the end of thofe who 
-were before them? They were more mighty than 
thefe in itrength, and left more confidcrable footfteps 


“ The day of meeting.]—\When pers, the oppreffor and the oppreffed, 
the Creator and his creatures : ), the the labourcr and his works, ‘hall 
inhabitants of heaven and of earth, meet each other (2). 
the falle deities and their worfhip- 


(1) See chap. 6. p. 361. (2) Al Berpaws, Januat. P 
O 
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of their power in the earth: yet Gop chaftifed them 
for their fins, and there was none to proteét them from 
Gop. This they fuffered, becaufe their apoftles had 
come unto them with evident figns, and they difbelieved: 
wherefore Gop chaftifed them; for he is ftrong, and 
fevere in punifhing. We heretofore fent Moses with 
our figns and manifeft power, unto PHaraon, and 
Haman,and Karun; and they faid, He is a forcerer, 
and a liar. And when he came unto them with the 
truth from us, they faid, Slay the fons of thofe who 
have believed with him, and fave their daughters alive*: 
but the ftratagem of the infidels was no other than vain. 
And Puaraou faid, Let me alone, that I may kill 
Moses’; and lect him call upon his Lorn: verily I 
fear left he change your religion, or caufe violence to 
appear in the earth. And Moszs faid unto his peo- 
ple, Verily I have recourfe unto my Lorp, and your 
Lora to defend me againft every proud perfon, who 
believeth not in the day of account. Andaman who 
was a true believer, of the family of PHaraou’, and 
concealed his faith, faid, Will ye put a man to death, 
becaufe he faith, Gop is my Lorn; fecing he is 
come unto you with evident figns from your Lorpb ? 
If he be a liar, on him will the punifhment of his falfe- 
hood light; but if he fpeaketh the truth, fome of 
thofe judgments with which he threateneth you, will 
fall upon you: verily Gop direéteth not him who is 
a tranfgreflor, or a liar, O my people, the king- 
dom is yours this day; and ye are con{picuous in the 
earth: but who fhall defend us from the fcourge of 


* Slay their fons, and fave their him by dint of argument (1)." 
daughters alivé.J—1. e. Purfue the * Or caufe violence to appear in 
refolution which has been formerly the earth.j—By raifing of commoe 
taken, and execute it more ey tions and feditions: in order te intro- 
for the future. See chap. 7. p. 208. duce his new religion. 
not. ?. * A true believer of the family of 

y Let me alone, that I may kill Pharaoh, &c.}——This feems to be 
Mosss.}—For they advifed him not the fame perfon who is mentioned, 
to put Mofes to death, left it fhould chap. 28. p. 235. 
be thought he was not able to oppofe 


(1) Al Batpawt. 
Vou, II, Y Gop, 
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Gop, if it come unto us’? Puaraon faid, I only 
propofe to you what I think to be moft expedient : and 
I guide you only into the nght path. And he who 
had believed, faid, O my people, verily I fear for 
you a day like that of the confederates againft the 
prophets in former times; a condition like that of the 
people of Noau, and the tribes of Ap and THamups 
and of thofe who have lived after them: for Gop 
willeth not that any injuftice be done unto his fervants. 
O my people, verily I fear for you the day whereon 
men fhall call unto one another‘; the day whereon 
ye fhall be turned back from the tribunal, and driven 
to hell: then fhall ye have none to prote&t you againft 
Gop. And he whom Gop fhall caufe to err, fhall 
have no dire€tor. JoserH came unto you, before 
Moses, with evident figns; but ye ceafed not to 
doubt of the religion which he preached unto you, 
until, when he died, ye faid, Gop will by no means 
fend another apoftle after him. Thus doth Gop 
caufe him to err, who is a tranfgreffor, and a fceptic. 
They who difpute againft the figns of Gon, without 
any authority which hath come unto them, are in 
great abomination with Gop, and with thofe who 
believe. Thus doth Gop feal up every proud and 
ftubborn heart. And PHaraon faid, O Haman, 
build me a tower, that I may reach the traés, the 
tra€ts of heaven, and may view the Gop of Moszs‘; 
for I verily think him to bea liar. And thus the 
evil of his work was prepared for PHAaraon, and he 
turned afide from the right path: and the ftratagems 
of PHsraou ended only in a lofs. And he who had 
believed, faid, O my people, follow me: I will guide 


» See the fpeech of Gamaliel to paradife, and of hell, fhall enter into 
the Jewith edrim, whentheapof- mutual difcourfe: when the latter 
tles were brought before them OM fhall call for help; and the feducers 

© The day whereon men fhall call and feduced, fhall caft the blame up- 
unto one another. ]—1. e. The day of on each other (2). 
judgment ; when the inhabitants of  ¢ Sce chap. 28. p. 238. 


(1) Aéts v. 38, 99. (2) Al Barpaws, Jarraro’ppie- 
you 


CHAP. 40- “Ar KORAN. 339 


you into the right way. O my people, verily this 
prefent life is but a temporary enjoyment; but the 
life to come is the manfion of firm continuance. 
Whoever worketh evil, fhall only be rewarded in 
equal proportion to the fame: but whoever worketh 
good, whether male or female, and is a true believer, 
they fhall enter paradife; they fhall be provided for 
therein fuperabundantly. And, O my people, as 
for me, I invite you to falvation; but ye invite me 
to hell-fire: ye invite me to deny God, and to affo- 
ciate with him that whereof 1 have no knowledge; 
but I invite you to the moft mighty, the forgiver of 
fins. There is no doubt but that the falfe gods to 
which ye invite me, deferve not to be invoked, ei- 
ther in this world or in the next; and that we mutt 
return unto Gop; and that the tranfgreffors fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire: and ye fhall then remem- 
ber what I now fay unto you. And I commit my 
affair unto Gon: for Gop regardeth his fervants. 
Wherefore Gon delivered him ia the evils which 
they had devifed; and a grievous punifhment en- 
compaffed the people of PHaraou‘. They fhall be 
expofed to the fire of hell morning and evening‘: 
and the day whereon the hour of judgment fhall come, 
it fhall be tid unto them, Enter, O people of Puaraou, 
into a moft fevere torment. And think on the time 
when the infidels fhall difpute together in hell-fire; 
and the weak fhall fay unto thofe who behaved with 


* A grievous punifhment encom- 
paffed the people of Pharaoh. ]-Some 
are of opinion, that thofe who were 
fent by Pharoah to feize the true be- 
liever, his kin{man, are the perfons 
more particularly meant in this 

lace: oe they tell us, that the faid 

cliever fled to a mountain, where 
they found him at prayers, guarded 
by the wild beafts, which ranged 
themfelves in order about him; and 
that his purfuers thereupon returned 
in a great fright to their mafter, who 


(1) Al Barpaw:. 
Ye2 


put them tedeath for not performing 
is command (1). 

‘ They fhall be expofed to hell- 
fire morning and evening. ]—Some 
expound thefe words of the previous 

unifhment they are doomed to fuf- 

er, according to a tradition of Ebn 
Mafid; which informs us, that their 
fouls are in the crops of black birds, 
which are expofed to hell-fire every 
morning and evening until the day of 
judgment (¢@). 


(2) Idem. 
arrogance, 
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arrogance®, Verily we were your followers: will ye, 
therefore, relieve us from any part of this fire? Thofe 
who behaved with arrogance fhall anfwer, Verily we 
are all doomed to fuffer therein: for Gop hath now 
judged between his fervants. And they who fhall be 
in the fire, fhall fay unto the keepers of hell*, Call 
ye on your Lorop, that he would eafe us, for one 
day, from this punifhment. They fhall anfwer, Did 
not your ap {tles come unto you with evident proofs ? 
They fhall fay, Yea. The keepers fhall reply, Do ye 
therefore call on GOD: but the calling of the unbe- 
lievers on him fhall be only in vain. We will furely 
affift our apoftles, and thofe who believe, in this 
prefent life, and on the day whereon the witnefles 
fhall ftand forth: a day, whereon the excufe of the 
unbelievers fhall not avail them; but a curfe fhall 
attend them, and a wretched abode. We heretofore 
gave unto Mosss a direftion: and we left as an in- 
heritance unto the children of Israrx, the book of 
the Jaw; a dire€tion, and an admonition to men of 
underftanding. Wherefore do thou, O prophet, bear 
the infults of the infidels with patience; for the pro- 
mife of Gop is true: and afk pardon for thy fault’; 
and celebrate the praife of thy Lorp, in the evening 
and in the morning. As to thofe who impugn the 
figns of Gop, without any convincing proof which 
hath been revealed unto them, there is nothing but 
pride in their breafts*; but they fhall not attain 
their defire: wherefore fly for refuge unto Gon; for 
it is he who heareth and feeth. Verily the creation 
of heaven and earth is more confiderable than the 
creation of man: but the greater part of men do not 


CHAP. 40 


® See chap. 14. p. 64. not. *. 

» See chap. 73° 

* Afk pardon for thy fault. J——In 
being too backward and negligent in 
advancing the true religion, for fear 
of the infidels (1). 

k As to thofe who impugn the 
fens of Gop, &c.J—This fentence 


(1) Idem. 


may be underftood generally ; though 
it was revealed on account of the 
idolatrous Meccans, or of the Jews, 
who faid of Mohammed, This man 
is not our lord, but the Mefhias the 
fon of David, whofe kingdom will 
be extended over feaand Jand (2). 


(2) Idem. . 
underftand. 
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underftand. The blind and the feeing fhall not be 
held equal; nor they who believe and work nghte- 
oufnefs, and the evil-doer: how few revolve thefe 
things in their mind! The laft-hour will furely come ; 
there is no doubt thereof: but the greater part of 
men believe it not. Your Lorp faith, Call upon 
me ; and I will hear you: but they who proudly dif- 
dain my fervice, fhall enter with ignominy into hell. 
It is Gop who hath appointed the night for you to 
take your reft therein, and the day to give you light: 
verily Gop is endued with beneficence towards man- 
kind; but the greater part of men do not give 
thanks. This is Gop, your Lorn ; the Creator of 
all things: there is no Gop befides him: how there- 
fore are ye turned afide from his worfhip? Thus are 
they turned afide, who oppofe the figns of Gop. It 
is Gop who hath given you the earth for a ftable 
floor, and the heaven for a cieling: and who hath 
formed you, and made your forms beautiful; and 
feedeth you with good things. This is Gop, your 
Lorp. Wherefore bleffed be Gon, the Lorp of 
all creatures! He is the living Gop: there is no Gop 
but he. Wherefore call upon him, exhibiting unto 
him the pure religion. Praife be unto Gop, the 
Lorp of all creatures! Say, Verily I am forbidden 
to worfhip the deities which ye invoke, befides Gon, 
after that evident proofs have come unto me from 
my Lorn: and I am commanded to refign myfelf 
unto the Lorp of all creatures. It is he who firft 
created you of duft, and afterwards of feed, and af- 
terwards of coagulated blood; and afterwards brought 
you forth infants out of your mothers wombs: then he 
permitteth you to attain your age of full ftrength, and 
afterwards to grow old men, (but fome of you die 
before that age) and to arrive at the determined pe- 
riod of your life’; that peradventure ye may under- 
ftand. It is he who giveth life, and caufeth to die: 
and when he decreeth a thing, he only faith unto it, 


1 See chap. 22. p. 167. 


Y 3 Be, 
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Be, andit is. Doft thou not obferve thofe who dif- 
pute againft the figns of Gop, how they are turned 
afide from the true faith? They who charge with 
falfehood the book of the Koran, and the other {crip- 
tures and revealed doétrines which we fent our former 
apoftles to preach, fhall hereafter know thcir folly ; 
when the collars fhall be on their necks, and the 
chains by which they fhall be dragged into hell: then 
fhall they be burned in the fire. And it fhall be 
faid unto them, Where are the gods which ye affo- 
ciated, befides Gop? They fhall anfwer, They have 
withdrawn themfelves from us: yea, we called on 
nothing ™ heretofore. Thus doth Gop lead the un- 
believers into error. This hath befallen you, for that 
ye rejoiced infolently on earth, in that which was 
falfe ; and for that ye were elated with immoderate 
joy. Enter ye the gates of hell, to remain therein 
for ever: and wretched fhall be the abode of the 
haughty! Wherefore perfevere with patience, O 
Mouammep; for the promife of Gop is true. Whe- 
ther we caufe thee to fee any part of the punifhment 
with which we have threatened them, or whether we 
caufe thee to die before thou fee it; before us fhall 
they be affembled at the laft-day. We have fent a 
great number of apoftles before thee *; the hiftories of 
fome of whom we have related unto thee, and the 
hiftories of others of them we have not related unto 
thee: but no apoftle had the power to produce a 
fign, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop. When the 
command of Gop, therefore, fhall come, judgment 
fhall be given with truth; and then fhall they perifh 
who endeavour to render the figns of GOD of no ef- 
fe€t. It is Gop who hath given you the cattle, that 
ye may ride on fome of them, and may eat of others 
of them; (ye alfo receive other advantages there- 


™ We called on nothing.J-Seeing °° See the Prelim. Diic. feét. IV. 
an idol is nothing in the world (1). p» 99 


} Idem. 
einen from) 
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from°) and that on them ye may arrive at the bufi- 
nefs propofed in your mind: and on them are ye car- 
ried by land, and on fhips by fea. And he fheweth 
you his figns; which therefore, of the figns of Gop, 
will ye deny? Do they not pafs through the earth, 
and fee what hath been the end of thofe who were 
before them? They were more numerous than thefe, 
and more mighty in f{trength, and left more confider- 
able monuments of their power in the earth: yet that 
which they had acquired, profited them not. And 
when their apoftles came unto them with evident 
proofs of their miffion, they rejoiced in the knowledge 
which was with them’: but that which they mocked 
at, encompaffed them. And when they beheld our 
vengeance, they faid, We believe in Gop alone, and 
we renounce the idols which we affociated with him: 
but their faith availed them not, after they had be- 
holden our vengeance. This was the ordinance of 
Gop, which was formerly obferved in refpe& to his 
fervants : and then did the unbelievers perifh. 


° See chap. 16. p. 76. judiced in favour of their own er- 
? They rejoiced in the knowledge roneous doétrines, and defpifing the 
which was with them.J-Being pre- inftrudtions of the prophets. 


CHAP. XLI 


Intitled, Are diftin@tly explained*; revealed at 
MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.*' This is a revelation from the moft Mer- 
e ciful: a book the verfes whereof are diftin@- 
ly explained', an Arabic Koran, for the inftru@ion 


* Some intitle this chapter Wor- which we have here prefixed is, 
fhip, or Adoration, becaufe the in- for diftin@ion, nerally ufed. 
fidels are here commanded to fore ° See the Prelim. Difc. feé&. IL. 
fake the worfhip of idols, and to p.78, &c. 
worfhip Gon: but the ged chap- : See chap. 13. p. 15. not. 4. 
ter bearing the fame title, that 


Ya of 
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of people who underftand; bearing good tidings, 
and denouncing threats: but the greater part of them 
turn afide, and hearken not thereto. And they fay, 
Our hearts are veiled from the do€trine to which thou 
inviteft us; and there is a deafnefs in our ears, and 
a curtain between us and thee: wherefore a@ thou, 
as thou fhalt think fit ; for we fhall aét according to our 
own fentiments. Say, Verily Iam only a man like 
you. It is revealed unto me that your Gop 1s one 
Gop: wherefore dire€&t your way {trait unto him; 
and afk pardon of him for what is paft. And woe be 
to the idolaters; who give not the appointed alms, 
and believe not in the life to come! But as to thofe 
who believe, and work righteoufnefs; they fhall re- 
ceive an everlafting reward. Say, Do ye indeed dif- 
belie e in him who created the earth in two days‘; 
and do ye fet up equals unto him? He is the Lorp 
of all creatures. And he placed in the earth moun- 
tains firmly rooted’, rifing above the fame: and he 
bleffed it ; and provided therein the food of the crea- 
tures, defigned to be the inhabitants thereof, in four 
days“; equally, for thofe who afk*. Then he fet 
his mind to the creation of heaven; and it was {moke’: 
and he faid unto it, and to the earth, Come, either 
obediently, or againft your will. They anfwered, 
We come obedient to thy command. And he formed 


Cuap. 41. 


¢ In two days.J—viz. The two 


firfl days of the week (1). 

& See chap. 16. p. 77. 

~ In four days. ]-——That is, in- 
cluding the two former days where- 
in the earth was created. 

3 gleam i for thofe who afk.J— 
1.¢. For all, in proportion to the 
necefhity of each, and as their feve- 
ral appetites require. Some refer 
the word fawaan, here tranflated 
equally, and which alfo fignifies 
completcly, to the four days; and 
{uppofe the meaning to be, that 


(1) Jatzaxro'ppin, 


Gon created thefe things in juft fo 
many entire and complete days (2). 

y It was {moke. |—Or darknefs. 
Al Zamakhbfhari fays, this {moke 
proceeded from the waters under 
the throne of Gop, (which throne 
was one of the things created be- 
fore the heavens and the earth,) 
and rofe above the water; that the 
water being dried up, the earth was 
formed out of it, and the heavens 
out of the {moke which had mount- 
ed aloft. 


(2) Idem, Al Berpaw. 
them 
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them into feven heavens, in two days‘; and reveal- 
ed unto every heaven its office. And we adorned the 
lower heaven with lights, and placed therein a guard 
of angels". This is the difpofition of the mighty, 
the wife;GOD. If the Meccans withdraw from 
thefe inftru€tions, fay, I denounce unto you a fudden 
deftru€tion, like the deftruGtion of Ap and THamup. 
When the apoftles came unto them before them and 
behind them®*, faying, Worfhip Gop alone ; they 
anfwered, If our Lorn had been pleafed to fend mef- 
fengers, he had furely fent angels; and we belicve 
not the meflage with which ye are fent. As to the 
tribe of Ap, they behaved infolently in the earth, 
without reafon, and faid,) Who is more mighty than 
we in f{trength ? Did they not fee that Gop, who had 
created them, was more mighty than they in ftrength ? 
And they knowingly reje€ted our figns. Wherefore 
we fent againft them a piercing wind, on days of ill 
luck’, that we might make them tafte the punifh- 
ment of fhame in this world: but the punifhment of 
the life to come will be more fhameful; and they 
{hall not be protected therefrom. And as to Tua- 
MUD, we diretted them; but they loved blindnefs 
better than the true dire€tion: wherefore the terrble 
noife of an ignominious punifhment affailed them, 
for that which they had deferved; but we delivered 
thofe who believed, and feared Gop*. And warn 
them of the day, on which the enemies of Gop fhall 


be gathered together unto 


* In two days. J—viz. On the fifth 
and fixth days of the week. Itis 
{aid the heavens were created on 
Thurfday, and the fun, moon, and 
fiars on Friday ; in the evening of 
which laft day Adam was made Ne 1). 

* See chap. 15. p. 70. 

* Before them and behind them. ] 
-—That is, onevery fide; perfuadin 
ind urging them continually, an 
by arguments drawn from paft ex- 


{ 1) Idem. 


hell-fire, and fhall march 


amples, and the expeétation of fu- 
ture rewards or punifhments. 

© On days of ill luck.J—It is faid 
that this wind continued from Wed- 
nefday to Wednefday inclufive, be- 
ing the latter end of the month Sha- 
wal; and that a Wednefday is the 
day whereon Gop fends down his 
judgments ona wicked people (2). 

¢ See chap. 7. p. 198, &c. 


(2) Al Beroawr, 


in diftin€&t bands; until, when they fhall arrive there- 
at, their ears, and their eyes, and their fkins fhall 
bear witnefs againft them of that which they {hall 
have wrought. And they fhall fay unto their fkins, 
Wherefore do ye bear witnefs againft us ? They fhall 
anfwer, Gop hath caufed us to fpeak, who giveth 
{peech unto all things: he created you the firft time ; 
and unto him are ye returned. Ye did not hide 
yourfelves, while ye finned, fo that your ears, and your 
eyes, and your fkins, could not bear witnefs againft 
yout: but ye thought that Gop was ignorant of 
many things which ye did. This was your opinion, 
which ye imagined of your Lorn; it hath ruined 
you; and ye are become loft people. Whether they 
bear their torment, hell-fire fhall be their abode; or 
whether they beg for favour, they fhall not obtain 
favour. And we will give them the devils to be their 
companions ; for they drefled up for them the falfe 
notions which they entertained of this prefent world, 
and of that which 1s to come; and the fentence juftly 
fitteth them, which was formerly pronounced on the 
nations of genii and men who were before them ; 
for they perifhed. The unbelievers fay, Hearken 
not unto this Koran: but ufe vain difcourfe ‘ during 
the reading thereof; that ye may overcome the voice 
of the reader by your fcoffs and laughter. Wherefore 
we will furely caufe the unbelievers to tafte a griev- 
ous punifhment, and we will certainly reward them 
for the evils which they fhall have wrought. This 
fhall be the reward of the enemies of Gop, namely, 
hell-fire; therein is prepared for them an everlafting 
abode, as a reward for that they have wittingly re- 
je&ted our figns. And the infidels fhall fay in hell, 
O Lorp, fhew us the two who feduced us, of the 


Cap. 41, 


* Ye did not hide yourfelves fo 
that your ears, and your eycs, and 
your ftkins could not bear witnels 
apainft you. }—————i. e. Ye hid your 
crimes from men, little thinking that 


your very members, from which ye 
could not hide them, would rife up 
as wineffes againft you. 

€ Ufe vain difcourfe.]—Or, Talk 
aloud. 


genii 
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genii and men‘, and we will caft them under our 
feet, that they may become moft bafe and defpicable. 
As for thofe who fay, Our Lorp is Gop, and who 
behave uprightly; the angels fhall defcend unto 
them *, and fhall fay, Fear not, neither be ye grieved; 
but rejoice in the hopes of paradife, which ye have 
been promifed. We are your friends in this life, and 
in that which is to come: therein fhall ye have that 
which your fouls fhall defire, and therein fhall ye 
obtain whatever ye fhall afk for; asa gift from a 
gracious and merciful GOD. Who {peaketh better 
than he who inviteth unto Gop, and worketh righte- 
oufnefs, and faith, I am a Moflem? Good and evil 
fhall not be held equal. Turn away evil with that 
which is better; and behold, the man between whom 
and thyfelf there was enmity, fhall become, as it were, 
thy warmeft friend: but none fhall attain to this per- 
feftion, except they who are patient; nor fhall any 
attain thereto, except he who is endued with a great 
happinefs of temper. And if a malicious fuggeftion 
be offered unto thee from Satan, have recourfe un- 
to Gon; for it is he who heareth and knoweth. 
Among the figns of his power are the night, and 
the day, and the fun, and the moon. Wor- 
fhip not the fun, neither the moon: but worfhip 
Gop, who hath created them ; if ye ferve him. But 
if they proudly difdain his fervice ; verily the angels, 
who are with thy Lorn, praife him night and day, 
and are not wearied, And among his figns another 
is, that thou feeft the land wafte: but when we fend 
down rain thereon, it is ftirred and fermenteth. And 
he who quickeneth the earth, will furely quicken the 


s The two who feduced us, of the 
enti and mén.J—i. e. Thofe of ei- 
ther {pecies, who drew us into fin 
and ruin. Some fuppofe that the 
two more particularly intended here, 
are Eblis and Cain ; the two authors 

of infidelity and murder (1). 
» The angels thall defcend unto 


(1) Idem, Jazsazo’opin. 


them. ]—Either while they are living 
on earth, to difpofe their minds to 
good, to preferve them from temp- 
tations, and to comfort them; or 
at the _of death, to fupport 
them in their laft agony; or at 
their coming forth from their graves, 
at the refurre€tion (2). 


(2) Idem, 
dead; 
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dead; for he is almighty. Verily thofe who impi- 
oufly wrong our figns, are not concealed from us. 
Is he, therefore, better, who fhall be caft into hell- 
fire, or he who fhall appear fecure on the day of re- 
furrection ? Work that which ye will: he certainly 
beholdeth whatever ye do. Verily they who believe 
not in the admonition of the Koran, after it hath 
come unto them, fhall one day be difcovered. It is 
certainly a book of infinite value: vanity fhall not 
approach it, either from before it, or from behind 
it': it isa revelation from a wife GOD, whofe praife 
is juftly tobe celebrated. No other is faid unto thee 
by the infidels of Mecca, than what hath been for- 
merly faid unto the apoftles before thee: verily thy 
Loxp is inclined to forgivenefs, and is alfo able to 
chaftife feverely. If we had revealed the Koran in 
a foreign language*, they had furely faid, Unlefs 
the figns thereof be diftinétly explained, we will not 
receive the fame: is the book written in a foreign 
tongue, and the perfon unto whom it is direéted, an 
Arabian ? Anfwer, It 1s, unto thofe who believe, a 
{ure guide, and a remedy for doubt and uncertainty : 
but unto thofe who believe not, it is a thicknefs of 
hearing in their ears, and it is a darknefs which co- 
vereth them; thefe are they who are called unto 
from a diftant place’. We heretofore gave the book 
of the law unto Moses; and a difpute arofe concern- 
ing the fame: and if a previous decree had not pro- 
ceeded from thy Lorp, to refpite the oppofers of that 
revelation, verily the matter had been decided between 
them, by the deftruétion of the infidels; for they were 
in a very great doubt as to the fame. He who doth 
right, doth it to the advantage of his own foul ; and 
he who doth evil, doth it againft the fame: for thy 
XXV.Loxp is not unjuft towards his fervants. * Unto 


‘Vanity {hall not approach it,  * See chap. 16.p-89, &c. 
either from before it, or from be- =! Thefe are they who are called 
hind it.]—That is, It fhall not be unto froma diftant place.]-Being fo 
prevailed againft, or fruftrated by far off that they hear not, or under- 
any meaus, or in apy refpett whate ftand not the voice of him who calls 
Cver, to them. 


him 
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him is referved the knowledge of the hour of judg- 
ment: and no fruit cometh forth from the knops ‘which 
‘avolve it; neither doth any female conceive in her 
womb, nor is fhe delivered of her burden, but with his 
knowledge. On the day whereon he fhall call them 
t» him, faying, Where are my companions which ye 
afcribed unto me? they fhall anfwer, We affure thce 
rere is no witnefs of this matter among us™: and the 
idols which they called on before, fhall withdraw them- 
{elves from them; and they fhall perceive that there 
will be no way to efcape. Man is not wearied with 
afking good; but if evil befal him, he defpondeth, 
and defpaireth. And if we caufe him to tafte mercy 
from us, after affliction hath touched him, he furely 
{iith, This is due to me on account of my deferts: I 
do not think the hour of judgment -will ever come; 
and if I be brought before my Lorn, I fhall furely at- 
tain, with him, the moft excellent condition. But we 
will then declare unto thofe who fhall not have be- 
lieved, that which they have wrought; and we will 
furely caufe them to tafte a moft fevere punifhment. 
(Vhen we confer favours on man, he turneth afide, 
and departeth without returning thanks: but when evil 
toucheth him, he is frequent at prayer. Say, What 
unnk ye ? if the Koran be from Gop, and ye believe 
not therein; who will lie under a greater error, than 
he who diffenteth widely therefrom? Hereafter we 
will fhew them our figns in the regions of the earth, 
and in themfelves"; until it become manifeft unto them 
that this book is the truth. Is it not fufficient for thee 
that thy Lorn is witnefs of all things? Are they not 
1. a doubt as to the meeting of their Lorn at the re- 
lurre€tion? Doth not he encompafs all things? 


.” They thall anfwer, There is no the regions of the earth, and in them- 
witnefs of this matter among us.]— felves:}—By the furprifing victories 
“or they fhall difclaim their idols at and conquefts of Mohammed, and 
the refurre@tion. his fucceffors (1). 

* We will fhew them our figns in 


(1) Al 
CHA P.. 
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CHAP. XLII. | 
Intitled, Confultation®; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M. A.S.K.? Thus doth the mighty, the 

e wife Gop reveal his will unto thee; and in 

like manner did he reveal it unto the prophets who 
were before thee. Unto him belongeth whatever is in 
heaven, and in earth; and he is the high, the great 
GOD. It wanteth little but that the heavens be rent 
in funder from above, at the awfulnefs of his Majefty : 
the angels celebrate the praife of their Lorn, and afk 
pardon for thofe who dwell in the earth. Is not Gop 
the forgiver of fins, the merciful? But as to thofe 
who take other gods for their patrons, befides him, 
Gop obferveth their a€tions: for thou art not a ftew- 
ard over them. Thus have we revealed unto thee an 
Arabic Koran, that thou mayeft warn the metro- 
polis of Mecca, and the Arabs who dwell round 
about it; and mayeft threaten them with the day of 
the general green of which there 1s no doubt: 
one part fhall then be placed in paradife, and another 
part in hell. If Gop had pleafed, he had made them 
all of one religion: but he leadeth whom he pleafeth 
into his mercy ; and the unjuft fhall have no patron 
or helper. Do they take other patrons, befides him ? 
whereas Gop is the only true patron: he quickeneth 
the dead; and he is almighty. Whatever matter ye 
difagree about, the decifion thereof appertaineth unto 
Gov. This is Gop, my Lorn: in him do [I truft, 


* The title is taken from the verfe with which the chapter begins. 
wherein the believers are commend- __ P Jallalo’ddin excepts three verfes 
ed, among other things, for ufing beginning with thefe words, Say, I 
deliberation in their affairs, and afk not of you, for this my preach- 
confulting together, in order to a&t ing, any reward, &c.” 
for the beft. Some, inftead of this * See the Prelim. Difc. feét. III. 
word, prefix the five fingle letters p.78, &c. 4 
an 
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and unto him do I turn me; the Creator of heaven 
and earth: he hath given you wives of your own 
fpecies, and cattle both male and female; by which 
means he multiplieth you: there is nothing like him; 
and it is he who heareth and feeth. His are the keys 
of heaven and earth: he beftoweth provifion abun- 
dantly on whom he pleafeth, and he is {paring unto 
whom he pleafeth; for he knoweth all things. He 
hath ordained you the religion which he commanded 
Noan, and which we have revealed unto thee, O 
MouaMMED, and which we commanded AsRAHAMy 
and Moses, and Jesus': faying, Obferve this reli- 
gion, and be not divided therein. The worfhip of 
«me GOD, to which thou inviteft them, is grievous 
unto the unbelievers: God will ele&t thereto whom 
he pleafeth, and will dire€t unto the fame him who 
fhall repent. Thofe who lived in times paft, were not 
civided among themfelves, until after that the know- 
:2dge of GOD’s unity had come unto them; through 
their own perverfenefs: and unlefs a previous decree 
ad paffed from thy Lorn, to bear with them till a 
‘‘etermined time, verily the matter had been decided 
vetween them, by the deftru€tion of the gain-fayers. 
They who have inherited the fcriptures after them’, 
are certainly in a perplexing doubt concerning the 
‘amet. Wherefore invite them to receive the {ure faith, 
and be urgent with them, as thou haft been command- 
ed; and follow not their vain defires: and fay, I 
velieve in all the fcriptures which Gop hath fent down; 
and I am commanded to eftablifh juftice among you: 
Gop is our Lorp, and Phas Lorpb: unto us will 
our works be imputed, and unto you will your works 
be imputed : let there be no wrangling between us and 
you; for Gop will affemble us all at the laft-day, 
and unto him fhall we return. As to thofe who dif- 


* See ibid. {c&. IV. p.g2, and 98, — * Arein a doubt concerning the 
. fame. ]—Not underftanding the true 
* They who have inherited the meaning, nor believing the real doc- 
fcriptures after them. ]——viz. The  trines thercof. 
modern Jews and Chriftians. 


pute 
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pute concerning Gop, after obedience hath been paid 
him by receiving his religion, their difputing fhall be 
vain in the fight of their Lorp; and wrath fhall fall 
on them, and they fhall fuffer a grievous punifhment. 
It is Gop who hath fent down the fcripture with truth; 
and the balance of true judgment: and what fhall 
inform thee whether the hour be nigh at hand? They 
who believe not therein, wifh it to be haftened by 
way of mockery: but they who believe, dread the 
fame, and know it to be thetruth. Are not thofe 
who difpute concerning the laft-hour in a wide error ? 
Gop is bounteous unto his fervants: he provideth 
for whom he pleafeth ; and he is the {ftrong, the mighty. 
Whofo choofeth the tillage of the life to come’ 
unto him will we give increafe in his tillage: anc 
whofo choofeth the tillage of this world, we will give 
him the fruit thereof; but he fhall have no part in 
the life to come. Have the idolaters deities which 
ordain them a religion which Gop hath not allow- 
ed? But had it not been for the decree of refpiting 
their punifhment to the day of feparating the infidels 
trom the true believers, judgment had been already 
given between them: for the unjuft fhall furely 
juffer a painful torment. On that day thou fhalt fee 
the unjuft in great terror, becaufe of their demerits : 
and the penalty, thereof fhall fall upon them: bur 
they who believe and do good works, fhall dwell in 
the delightful meadows of paradife; they fhall ob- 
tain whatever they fhall defire, with their Lorn. 
This is the greateft acquifition. This is what Gop 
promHeth unto his fervants who believe and do good 
works. “Say, I afk not of you, for this my preaching, 
any reward, except the love of my relations: and 
whoever fhall have deferved well by one goad ation, 
unto him #ill we add the merit of another a@tion 
thereto; for Gop is inclined to forgive, and ready 
to reward. D& they fay, Mouammep hath blaf- 

* Whofo choofeth the tillage of what is fown in this world, will be 
the life to come.J—Labouring here, reaped.ia the next, 


to obtain a reward hereafter: for 
phemoufly 
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phemoufly forged a lie concerning Gon? If Goo 
pleafeth, he will feal up thy heart”: and Gop will 
abfolutely abolifh vanity, and will eftablifh the truth 
in his words*; for he knoweth the innermoft parts 
of men’s breafts. It is he who accepteth repentance 
from his fervants, and forgiveth fins, and knoweth 
that which ye do. He will incline his ear unto thofe 
who believe and work righteoufnefs, and will add 
unto them above what they fhall afk or deferve, of his 
bounty: but the unbelievers fhall fuffer a fevere pu- 
nifhment. If Gop fhould beftow abundance upon 
his fervants, they would certainly behave infolently 
in the earth: but he fendeth down by meafure unto 
every one that which he pleafeth; for he well knoweth 
and feeth the condition of his fervants. It is he who 
fendeth down the rain, after men have defpaired 
thereof, and fpreadeth abroad his mercy; and he is 
the patron, jultly to be praifed. Among his figns 
is the creation of heaven and earth, and of the living 
creatures with which he hath replenifhed them both ; 
and he is able to gather them together before his tri- 
bunal, whenever he pleafeth. Whatever misfortune 
befalleth you, is fent you by GOD, for that which 
your hands have deferved; and yet he forgiveth many 
things: ye fhall not fruftrate the divine vengeance in 
the earth; neither fhall ye have any prote&or or 
helper, againft Gop. Among his figns alfo are the 
fhips running in the fea, like high mountains: if he 


“ If Gop pleafeth, he will feal u 
thy heart.]—The meaning of thefe 
words is fomewhat obfcure. Some 
ameane they exprefs a deteftation of 
the forgery charged on the prophet 
by the infidels; becaufe none could 


might ftrike all the revelations which 
had been vouchfafed to Mohammed, 
out of his heart at once; and others, 
that Gon would ftrengthen his heart 
with patience againft the infults of 
the unbelievers (1). 


be capable of fo wicked an ation, = 
but one whofe heart was clofe fhut, - 


and knew not his Lorn: as if he 
had faid, God forbid that thou 
fhouldft be fo void of grace, or have 
fn little fenfe of thy duty! Others 
tceak the fignification to be, that Gop 


Vot. II, 


(1) Al Baipawr. 
Z 


Gon will abolifh vanity, and 
eftablifh the truth. ]—Wheretore if 
the doftrine taughigin this book be of 
man, it will certainly fail and come 
to nothings but if it be of Gon, it 
can never $e overthrown (2). 


(2). Idem. 
pleafeth, 


54 AL K O R A N. CHAP, 42. 


pleafeth, he caufeth the wind to ceafe, and they lie ftill 
on the back of the water: (verily herein are figns, unto 
every patient and grateful perfon:) or he deftroyeth 
them by fhipwreck, becaufe of that which their crews 
have merited; though he pardoneth many things, And 
they who difpute againft our figns, fhall know that 
there will be no way for them to efcape our vengeance. 
Whatever things are given you, they are the provifion 
of this prefent life: but the reward which is with Gop 
is better, and more durable, for thofe who believe, and 
put their truft in their Lorn; and who avoid heinous 
and filthy crimes, and when they are angry, forgive; 
and who hearken unto their Lorp, and are conftant 
at prayer, and whofe affairs are direfted by confulta- 
tion among themfelves, and who give alms out of what 
we have beftowed on them; and who, when an injury 
is done them, avenge themfelves ’ : (and the retaliation 
of evil ought to be an evil proportionate thereto:) but 
he who forgiveth, and is reconciled unto his enemy, 
fhall receive his reward from Gon’; for he loveth 
not the unjuft doers. And whofo fhall avenge him- 
felf, after: he hath been injured; as to thefe, it is not 
lawful to punifh them for it: but it is only Iawful to 
punifh thofe who wrong men, and att infolently in 
the earth, againft juftice ; thefe fhall fuffer a grievous 
punifhment. And ‘whofo beareth injuries patiently, 
and forgiveth; verily this is a neceffary work. Whom 
Goo fhall caufe to err, he fhall afterwards have no 
prote€tor. And thou fhalt fee the ungadly, who fhall 
fay, when they behold the punifhment prepared for 
them, Is there no way to return back into the world? 
And theu fhalt fee them expofed unto hell-fire; de- 
jeticd, becaufe of the ignominy they fhall undergo: 


y And who, when an injury is valour and courage are not incon- 
done them, avenge themfelves.]— fiffent with clemency (1)3 the rule 


Ufing the means which Goo has being, Sa: 
put into their hands for their own Parcere fubje@tis, & debellare fu- 


defence. This 1s added to com- perbos. ‘ 
plete the character here given; for * Seechap.5.p.198,&e. vi 


(1) Idem 


the y 
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they fhall look at the fire fide-ways, and by ftealth ; 
and the true believers fhall fay, Verily the lofers are 
they who have loft their own fouls, and their families, 
on the day of refurre€tion: fhall not the ungodly con- 
tinue in eternal torment? They fhall have no pro- 
teftors to defend them againft Gop: and whom Gop 
fhall caufe to err, he fhall find no way to the truth. 
Hearken unto your Lorp, before the day come, 
which Gop will not keep back: ye fhall have no 
place of refuge on that day; neither fhall ye be able 
to deny your fins. But if thefe to whom thou preach- 
eft turn afide from thy admonitions, verily we have 
not fent thee to be a guardian over them: thy duty is 
preaching only. When we caufe man to tafte mercy 
from us, he rejoiceth thereat: but if evil befal them, 
for that which their hands have formerly committed, 
verily man becometh ungrateful. Unto Gop apper- 
taineth the kingdom of heaven and earth: he createth 
that which he pleafeth; he giveth females unto whom 
he pleafeth, and he giveth males unto whom he 
pleafeth; or he giveth them males and females jointly : 
and he maketh whom he pleafeth to be childle(fs; 
for he is wife and powerful. It is not fit for man, that 
Gop fhould fpeak unto him otherwife than by private 
revelation, or from behind a veil, or by his fending of 
a meffenger to reveal, by his permiffion, that which 
he pleafeth; for he is high and wife. Thus have we 
revealed unto thee a revelation’, by our command. 
Thou didft not underftand, before this, what the book 
of the Koran was, nor what the faith was: but we 
have ordained the fame fora light; we will thercby di- 
re& fuch of our fervants as we pleafe: and thou fhalt 
furely dire& them into the right way, the way of Gon, 
unto whom belongeth whatever is in heaven and in 
earth. Shall not all things return unto Gop? 


* Thus have we revealed unto we fent the {pirit Gabriel unto thee, 
thee a revelation.J-Or, as the words with a revelation, 
may alfo be tranflated, Thus have 


Z 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLIIL 


Intitled, The Ornaments of Gold’; revealed at 
Mecca‘, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.* By the perfpicuous book; verily we 
e have ordained the fame an Arabic Koran, 
that ye may underftand: and it is certainly written in 
the original book‘, kept with us, being fublime and 
full of wifdom. Shall we therefore turn away from 
you the admonition, and deprive you thereof, becaufe 
ye are a people who tranfgrefs? And how many pro- 
phets have we fent among thofe of old? and no pro- 
phet came unto them, but they laughed him to 
{corn: wherefore we deftroyed nations who were 
more mighty than thefe in ftrength; and the exam- 
le of thofe who were of old, hath been already fet 
efore them. If thou afk them who created the hea- 
vens and the earth, they will certainly anfwer, The 
mighty, the wife GOD created them: who hath 
fpread the earth as a bed for you, and hath made 
you paths therein, ‘that ye may be direfted: and who 
fendeth down rain from heaven by meafure, whereby 
we quicken a dead country ; (fo fhall ye be brought 
forth from your graves:) and who hath created all 
the various fpecies of things, and hath given you fhips 
and cattle, whereon ye are carried; that ye may fit 
firmly on the backs thereof, and may remember the 
favour of your Lorn, when ye fit thereon, and ma 
fay, Praife be unto him, who hath fubje&ed thefe 
unto our fervice! for we could not have maftered 


b The word chofen for the title of  * See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. III. 
this chapter, occurs Ps 35 ; _ p78 &e. 
¢ Some except the verfe begin- © Tn the original book. J-i.e. The 
ning with thefe words, And afk our preferved Table; which is the ori- 
apoftles whom we haye fent before ginal of all the fcriptures in general. 
thee, &ce 
them 
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them by our own power: and unto our Lorp fhall 
we furely return. Yet have they attributed unto 
him fome of his fervants as his offspring: verily man 
is openly ungrateful. Hath GOD taken daughters 
out of thofe beings which he hath created; and hath 
he chofen fons for you ? But when one of them hath 
the news brought of the birth of a child of that fex 
which they attribute unto the Merciful, as his fimili- 
tude, his face becometh black, and he is oppreffed 
with forrow §. Do they therefore attribute unto GOD 
female iffue, which are brought up among ornaments, 
and are contentious without caufe? And do they 
make the angels, who are the fervants of the Merci- 
ful, females? Were they prefent at their creation ? 
Their teftimony fhall be written down, and they 
fhall be examined concerning the fame, on the day of 
judgment. And they fay, If the Merciful had pleafed, 
we had not worfhipped them. They have no know- 
ledge herein: they only utter a vain lie. Have we 
given them a book of revelations before this ; and do 
they keep the fame in their cuftody ? But they fay, 
Verily we found our fathers practifing a religion ; 
and we are guided in their footfteps. Thus we fent 
no preacher, before thee, unto any city, but the in- 
habitants thereof who lived in affluence, faid, Venly 
we found our fathers praétifing a religion: and we 
tread in their footfteps. And the preacher anfwered, 
What, although I bring you amore right religion 
than that which ye found your fathers to pra€tife ? 
And they replied, Verily we believe not that which ye 
are fentto preach. Wherefore we took vengeance on 
them: and behold what hath been the end of thofe 
who accufed our apoftles of impofture. Remember 
when Asranam {aid unto his father, and his peo- 
ple, Verily I am clear of the gods which ye worfhip, 
except him who hath created me; for he will direét 
me aright. And he ordained this to be a conftant 
doétrine among his pofterity; that they fhould be 
turned from idolatry to the worfhip of the only true 

® See chap. 36. p, 82, &c. 

Z3 


GOD. 
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GOD. Verily I have permitted thefe Meccans 
and their fathers to live in profperity, until the truth 
fhould come unto them, and a manifeft apoftle: but 
now the truth is come unto them, they fay, This is 
a piece of forcery ; and we believe not therein. And 
they fay, Had this Koran been fent down unto fome 
great man of either of the two cities’, we would have 
received it. Do they diflribute the mercy of thy 
Lorp"? We diltribute their neceffary provifion 
among them, in this prefent life, and we raife fome 
of them feveral degrees above the others, that the 
one of them may ‘take the other to ferve him: and 
the mercy of thy Lory is more valuable than the 
riches which they gather together. If it were not 
that mankind would have become one f{e& of infidels, 
verily we had given unto thofe who believe not in 
the Merciful, roofs of filver to their houfes, and 
ftairs of filver, by which thcy might afcend thereto, 
and doors of filvcr to their houfes, and couches of 
filver, for them to lean on; and ornaments of gold: 
for all this isthe provifion of the prefent life, but the 
next life with thy Lorn fhall be for thofe who fear 
him. Whoever fhall withdraw from the admonition 
of the Merciful, we will chain a devil unto him; 
and he fhall be his infeparable companion: (and the 
devils fhall turn them afide from the way of truth ; 
yet they fhall imagine themfclves to be rightly di- 
retted :) until, when he fhall appear before us at the 
laft-day, he fhall fay unto the devil’, Would to Gop 
that betwcen me, and thee there was the diftance of 
the eaft from the weft! O how wretched a companion 
art thou! But wifhes fhall not avail you on this day, 
fince ye have been unjuft; for ye fhall be partakers 
of the fame punifhment. Canft thou, O prophet, 


® Had the Koran been fent down Thakifite (1). 
unto fome great man of either of the h The mercy of thy Lorn. |—By 
two cities. }—i. e. To one of the — this exprefffon the prephetic office 16 
rincipal inhabitants of Mecca, or here particularly ended: 
Maye ; fuch as al Walid Ebn al i See chap. 19. p. 130. 
Mogheira, or Orwa Ebn Mafud the 


(:) Al Berpawi. 
make 
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make the deaf to hear, or canft thou direét the blind, 
and him who is in a manifeft error? Whether we 
take thee away, we will furely take vengeance on 
them; or whether we caufe thee to fee the punifh- 
ment with which we have threatened them, executed, 
we will certainly prevail over them. Wherefore 
hold faft the do&rine which hath been revealed unto 
thee ; for thou art ina right way: and it is a me. 
morial unto thee and thy people, and hereafter fhall 
ye be examined concerning your obfervance thereof. 
And afk our apoftles whom we have fent before 
thee *, whether we have appointed gods for them 
to worfhip, befides the Merciful. We formerly fent 
Moses with our figns unto PHaraou and his 
princes, and he {faid, Verily I am the apoftle of the 
Lorp of all creatures. And when he came unto 
them with our figns, behold, they laughed him to 
{corn; although we fhewed them no fign, but it 
was greater than the other’: and we infliéted a pu- 
nifhment™ on them, that peradventure they might 
be converted. And they faid unto Moses, O magi- 
clan, pray unto thy Lorp for us, according to the 
covenant which he hath made with thee; for we will 
certainly be direé&ted. But when we took the plague 
from off them, behold, they brake their promife. 
And Puaraon made proclamation among his peo- 
ple, faying, O my people, is not the kingdom of 
Ecypr mine, and thefe rivers*® which flow beneath 
me? Do ye not fee? Am not [I better than this 
Moses; who is a contemptible perfon, and can 


k Afk our apoftles whom we have 
fent_ before thee. ]——That is, Atk 
thofe who profefs the religions which 
my taught, and their léarned men 

I 


! But it was greater than_the 
other. ]—Literally, Than its fifter. 
Che meaning is, that the miracles 
were all very great and confiderable, 


(1) Idem, Jauzar. &c. 


Z 4 


or, as the French may exprefs it, by 
a phrafe nearly the fame, les uns plus 
grands que les autres. 

™ A punifhment. ]—viz. The fuc- 
ceflive plagues which they fuffered, 
previous to their final deftru@ion in 
the red fea. | 

® Thefe rivers.]—To wit, The 
Nile and its branches (a). 


(2) Idem. 
{carce 
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{fcarce exprefs himfelf intelligibly°? Have bracelets 
of gold, therefore, been put upon him?, or do the 
angels attend him in orderly proceffion? And Pua- 
raou perfuaded his people to light behaviour; and 
they obeyed him: for they were a wicked people. 
And when they had provoked us to wrath, we took 
vengeance on them, and we drowned them all: and 
we made them a precedent, and an example unto 
others. And when the fon of Mary was propofed 
for an example ; behold, thy people cried out through 
excefs of joy thereat?; and they faid, Are our gods 
better, or he ? They have propofed this inftance unto 
thee no ctherwife than for an occafion of difpute, 
yea, they are contentious men. Jesus is no other 
than a fervant, whom we favoured with the gift of 
prophecy; and we appointed him for an example’ 
unto the children of Israrx: (if we pleafed, verily 
we could from yourfelves produce angels, to fucceed 
you in the earth‘:) and he fhall be a fign of the ap- 
proach of the laft-hour'; wherefore doubt not thereof. 


And 


© See chap. 20. p. 140. not. *, 

F Have bracelets of pold been put 
upon him ?]—Such bracclets were 
fome of the infignia of royalty: for 
when the Egyptians raifed a perfon 
to the dignity of a prince, they put 
a collar or chain of gold about his 
neck (1), and bracelets of gold on 
his wrifts (2). 

@ When the fon of Mary was pro- 
pofed for an example, &c.}—This 

afflage is generally fuppofed to 
have been revealed. on occafion of 
an objeétion made by one Ebn al 
Zaban to thofe words in the o1ft 
chapter (3), by which all in gene- 
ral, who were worfhipped as deities, 
befides Gop, are doomed to hell: 
whereupon the infidels cried out, 
Wearecontented that our godsfhould 
be with Jefus; for he alfo is wor- 
{hipped as Gop (4). Some, how- 


‘ 1 Ny See Genef, xli. 42. 
ep. 164, 
(B Lider. : 


(4) Javraro’pnin, Al Bripawi. 


ever, are of apinion it might have 
been revealed in anfwer to certain 
idolaters, who fatd that the Chriftt. 
ans, who received the fcriptures, 
worfhipped Jefus, fuppofing him to 
be the fon of Gon; whereas the 
angels were morse worthy of that 
honour than he (5). 

* An example. J-Or an inftance of 
our power, by his miraculous birth, 

* We could from yourfelves pro- 
duce angels, &c.]—As eafily as we 

roduced Jefus without a father (6). 

he intent of the words is to fhew 
how juft and reafonable it is to 
think, that the angels fhould bear 
the relation of children to men, ra- 
ther than to Gon ; they being his 
creatures, as well as men, and e- 
aul in his power. 

' He fhall be a fign of the approach 
of the laft-hour, ]|—Eor fome pane oe 


ore 


(2) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’DDIN. 


(5) lidem. 


CHap. 43- At KORAN. 361 


And follow me: this is the right way. And let not 
Satan caufe you to turn afide: for he is your open 
enemy. And when Jesus came with evident mira- 
cles, he faid, Now am I come unto you with wif- 
dom*, and to explain unto you part of thofe things 
concerning which ye difagree: wherefore fear Gop, 
and obey me. Verily Gop is my Lorp, and your 
Lorp; wherefore worfhip him: this is the right. 
way. And the confederated feéts among them fell to 
variance’: but woe unto thofe who have aéted un- 
iuftly, becaufe of the punifhment of a grievous day. 
‘Do the unbelievers wait for any other than the hour of 
judgment; that it may come upon them fuddenly, 
while they forfee it not? The intimate friends, on 
that day, fhall be enemies unto one another; except 
the pious. O my fervants, there fhall no fear come 
on you this day, neither fhall ye be grieved ; who 
have believed in our figns, and have been Moflems : 
enter yeinto paradife, ye and your wives, with great joy. 
‘ifhes of gold fhall be carried round unto them, and 
cups without handles : and therein fhall they enjoy what- 
ever their fouls fhall defire, and whatever theireyes fhall 
delightin: andye fhall remain therein for ever. This 
is paradife, which ye have inherited as a reward for 


fore the refurreftion Jefus is to 
cefcend on earth, according to the 
Mohammedans, near Damafcus (1), 
cr, as {ome fay, near a rock inthe 
Loly land named Afik, with a lance 
an his hand, wherewith he is to kill 


whom he will alfo make a 
flaughter, excepting onl 
fhal profefs Iflam, &c. (3). 
” Now am I come unto you with 
wifdom.J—That is, with a book of 


eneral 
uch as 


Antichrift, whom he will encounter 
at Ludd, or Lydda, a fmall town 
wot far from Joppa (2). They add, 
that he will arrive at Jerufalem at 
the time of morning prayer, that he 
Shall perform his devotions after the 
Mohammedan inftitution, and offi- 
ciate inftead of the Imam, who {hall 
give place to him; that he will 
break down the crofs, and deftroy 
the churches of the Chriftians, of 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. fe@. IV. p. 106, 
(4) Idem. Jarrar. 


SiRAWI. 


revelations, and an excellent fyftem 
of religion. 
_™ The confederated feéts fell to va- 
riance. |—~Thig may be underftood 
either of the , pe in the time of 
Jefus, who oppofed his doétrine, of. 
of the Chniflians fince, who have 
fallen into various opinions con- 
cerning him; fome making him to 
Gop, others the fon of Gon, 
and others, one of the perfons of 
the Trinity, &c. (4). 


(2) Seeibid. (9) Al 


that 
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Intitled, Smoke‘; revealed at Mecca‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.* By the perfpicuous book of the Ko- 

e RAN; Verily we have fent down the fame on 
a blefled night‘, (for we had engaged {fo to do,) on 
the night wherein is diftinély fent down the decree of 
every determined thing, as a command from us*. 
Verily we have ever uled to fend apoftles with reve- 
lations, at proper intervals, as a mercy from thy 
Lorn; for it is he who heareth and knoweth: the 
Lorp of heaven and earth, and of whatever is be- 
tween them ; if ye are men of fure knowledge. There 
is no Gop but he: he giveth life, and he caufeth to 
die; he is your Lorn, and the Lorp of your fore- 


© This word occurs in the next 
page. 

“ Some except the verfe begin- 
ning, We will take the plague off 
you a little, &c. 

© See the Prelim. Difc. feé&. III. 


p. 78, &c. 

F A bleffed night. ]~Generally fup- 
pofed to be that between the 29°¢. 
and 24°*, of Ramadan. See 1b. p. 
85. and chap. 97. and the notes 
there. cue 

€ The night wherein is diflin@ly 
fent down the decree of every deter- 
rnined thing, aut ew annually on 
this night, as the Mohammedans 


(1) Jatzaco’porn, Al Berpawi, 


are taught, all the events of the en- 
fuing year, with refpe& to life, and 
death, and the other affairs of this 
world, are dilpofed and fettled (1). 
Some, however, fuppofe that thefe 
words refer only to that particular 
night on which the Koran, wheree 
in are completely contained the di- 
vine determinations in refpeé&t to 
religion and morality, was fent 
down (2): and according to this 
expofition the paflage may be ren- 
dered, The night whereon every de- 
termined os adjudged matter was fent 
down, 


(2) Idem. 
fathers. 
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fathers. Yct do they amufe themfelves with doubt, 
But obferve them on the day whereon the heaven 
fhall produce a vifible fmoke, which fhall cover 
mankind": this will be a tormenting plague. They 
fhall fay, O Lorn, take this plague from off us: 
verily we will become true believers. How fhould an 
admonition be of avail to them in this condition? when 
a manifeit apoftle came unto them, but they retired 
from him, faying, This man is inftruéted by others ', 
or is a diftraéted perfon. We will take the plague 
from off you, a little: but ye will certainly return to 
your infidelity*, On the day whereon we fhall 
fiercely affault them with great power’, verily we 
will take vengeance on them. We made trial of the 
people of PHaraou before them, and an honourable 
meffenger came unto them, faying, Send unto me the 
fervants of Gop™, verily I am a faithful mefflenger 
unto you: and lift not yourfelves up againft Gon; 


Ciap. 44. 


h When the heavens fhall produce 
a vifible fmoke, &c.]—The com- 
mentators differ in their expofitions 
of this pafiage. Some think it {po- 
ken of afmoke which feemed to fill 
the air, during the famine which was 
infliGied on the Meccans in Moham- 
med’s time (1), and was. fo thick, 
that though they could hear, yet 
they could not {ee one another (2). 
But, according to a tradition of Ali, 
the {moke here meant is that which 
is to be one of the previous figns 
of the day of judgment (3), and 
will fill the whole {pace from eaft 
to weft. and laft for forty days. 
This tmoke, they fay, will intoxi- 
cate the infidels, and iffue at their 
nofe, ears, and pofteriors; but will 
very little sncommode the true be- 
hevers (4). 

> See chap. 16. p. 89. 

* We will take the plague fromoff 
you, a little; yet will ye certainly 
return to your infidelity. ]—If we fol- 


(1) See chap. 99. p. 18¢. not. *. 
Yauya, favrar. 
Zamaxn, Al Bzerpawi, 


(3) See the Prelim, Dilc. fe&t, 1V. p. 107. 


low the former expofition, the words 
are to be underftood of the ceafing 
of the famine, upon the interceffion 
of Mohammed, at the defire of the 
Koreifh, and on their promife of be- 
heving on him; notwithftanding 
which they fell back to their old 
incredulity; but if we follow the 
latter expofition, they are to be une 
derilood of Goo’s taking away the 
plague of the {moke, after the ex- 
piration of the forty days, at the 
prayer of the infidels, and on their 
promife of receiving the true faith ; 
which being done, they will imme- 
diately return to their wonted ob- 


flinacy. 

, On the day whereon we hall 
fiercely affaule them with great pow- 
er.]|——Some expound this of the 
flaughter at Bedr; and others of 
the day of judgment, 

™ Send unto-me the fervants of 
Gon.J—i. e. Let the Ifraelites go 
with me to worfhip their Gop. 


(2) Al Zamaxn, Al Berpawt, 


(4) Al 


for 
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iar Icome unto you with manifeft power. And I 
fy for protection unto my Lorn, and your Lorp, 
that ye {tone me not. If ye do not believe me, at 
icaft depart from me*®. And when they accufed him 
f impofture, he called upon his Lorn, faying, Thefe 
are a wicked people. And GOD {faid unto him, 
March forth with my fervants by night; for ye will 
be purfued: and leave the fea divided, that the 
EGYPTIANS may enter the fame; for they are a hoft 
doomed to be drowned. How many gardens, and 
fountains, and fields of corn, and fair dwellings, 
«nd advantages which they enjoyed, did they leave 
behind them? Thus we difpoffeffed them thereof; and 
we gave the fame for an inheritance unto another 
people’, Neither heaven nor earth wept for them‘; 
neither were they refpited any longer. And we de- 
iivered the children of IsrarEL from a fhameful af- 
fli€tion; from PHaraou; for he was haughty, and 
a tran{greffor: and we chofe them, knowingly’, 
above all people; and we fhewed them feveral figns*, 
wherein was an evident trial. Verily thefe Meccans 
fay, Affuredly our final end will be no other than our 
firft natural death; neither fhall we be raifed again : 
bring now our forefathers back to life, if ye fpeak 
truth, Are they better, or the people of Tossa‘, 


and 
" That ye fone me not. J—Or that 


ye injure me not, either by wordor of 
deed (1). 


* Several figns.]—As the dividing 
the red fea; the cloud which 


° Depart from me. ]—Without 
oppofing me, or offering me any in- 
jury, which I have not deferved from 


ou. 
P See chap. 26. p. 212. 

« Neither heaven nor earth wept 
for them. ]——That is, None pitied 
their deftru€tion. ; ; 

* Knowingly. J——i. e. Knowing 
that they were worthy of our choice; 
or notwithftanding we knew they 
would, in life to come, fall to ido- 
latry, &c. 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
P. i2. 


(2) Idem. 
(4) Al Barpaws, Janraro’ppin, 


fhaded them; the raining on them 
manna and quails, &c. (2), 

‘ The people of Tobba. ] VIZ. 
The Hamyarites, whofe kings had 
the title of Tobba (3). The com- 
mentators tell us that the Tobba 
here meant was very potent, and 
built Samarcand, or, as others fay, 
demolifhed it; and that he was a 
true believer, but his fubje&ts were 
infidels (4). 

This prince feems to have been 
Abu Carb Afaad, who flourithed 
about feven hundred years before 

Mohammed, 





(3) See the Prelim. Difc. fe@. 1. 
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and thofe who were before them? we deflroyed them, 
becaufe they wrought wickednefs. We have not cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth, and whatever is between 
them, by way of {port: we have created them no 
otherwife than in truth*, but the greater part of them 
do not underftand. Verily the day of feparation™ 
fhall be the appointed term of them all; a day, where- 
on the mafter and the fervant fhall be of no advantage 
to one another, neither fhall they be helped ; excepting 
thofe on whom Gop fhall have mercy: for he is the 
mighty, the merciful. Verily the fruit of the tree of 
au Zaxxum fhall be the food of the impious*: as the 
dregs of oil fhall it boil in the bellies of the damned, 
like the boiling of the hotteft water. And it fhall be 
{aid to the tormentors, Take him, and drag him into 
the midft of hell: and pour on his head the torture of 
boiling water, faying, Tafte this; for thou art that 
mighty and honourable perfon. Verily this is the pu- 
nifhment of which ye doubted. But the pious fhall be 
lodged in a place of fecurity ; among gardens and foun- 
tains: they fhall be clothed in fine filk, and in fattin ; 
and they fhall fit facing one another. Thus fhall it be: 
and we will efpoufe them to fair damfels, having large 
black cyes. In that place fhall they call for all kinds 
of fruits, in full fecurity: they fhall not tafte death 
therein, after the firft dcath ; and GOD fhall deliverthem 
from the pains of hell: through the gracious bounty 
of thy Lorp. This will be great felicity. Moreover 
we have rendered the Koran eafy for thce, by reveal- 
ing it in thine own tonguc: to the end that they may 
be admonifhed: wherefore do thou wait the event ; 
for they wait to fee fome misfortune befal thee. 


Cuap. 44. 


Mohammed, and embraced Judaifm, 
which religion he firft introduced 1n- 
to Yaman, (being the true religion at 
that time, inafmuch as Chrifiamity 
was not then promulgated, ) and was, 
for that caufe, probably, flain by his 
own people (1). 


_& See chap, 21. p. 153. and chap. 


38. p. Jao. 

w The day of feparation.J—i. e. 
The day of judgment; when the 
wicked fhall be feparated from the 
righteous, &c. 

* The impious, ]--—Jallalo’ddin 
fuppotes this paflage tohave been pare 
ticularly levelled againfl Abu Jahl. 


(1) Al Jawwans. V. Poc. Spec. p. 60. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 


Intitled, The Kneeling”; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.* The revelation of this book is from the 

e mighty, the wife Gop. Verily both in hea- 
ven and earth are figns of the divine power unto the 
‘rue believers: and in the creation of yourfelvcs, and 
of the beafts which are {cattered over the face of the 
earth, are figns unto people of found judgment; and 
Ho in the viciffitude of night and day, and the rain 
which Gon fendeth down from heaven, whereby he 
quickeneth the earth after it hath been dead::in the 
change of the winds alfo are figns, unto people of 
sinderftanding. Thefe are the figns of Gop; we 
rehearfe them unto thee with truth. In what reve- 
lation therefore will they believe, after they have re- 
ye€ted Gon and his figns? Woe unto every lying, 
and impious perfon; who hearcth the fiens of Goon, 
which are read unto him, and afterwards proudly 
nerfifteth in infidelity, as though he heard them not: 
‘denounce unto him a painful punifhment:) and 
who, when he cometh to the knowledge of any of 
our figns, recciveth the fame with fcorn. For thefe 
is prepared a fhameful punifhment: before them lieth 
hell; and whatever they fhall have gained fhall not 
evail them at all, neither fhall the idols which they 
ave taken for their patrons, befides Gop: and they 
ihall fuffer a grievous punifhment. This is a true 
‘lireGtion: and for thofe who difbclieve the figns of 
their Lorp, is prepared the punifhment of a painful 
torment. It is Gop who hath fubjeéted the fea 
unto you, that the fhips may fail therein, at his 
command; and that ye may feek advantage unto 


Y The word from which this chap- * See the Prelim. Dilc. fed: III. 
‘sr is denominated, occurs p. 369. p. 79, &c. 
your- 
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yourfelves by commerce, of his bounty ; and that ye 
may give thanks: and he obligeth: whatever is in hea- 
ven and on earth to ferve you; the whole being from 
him. Verily herein are figns, unto people who con. 
fider. Speak unto the true believers, that they forgive 
thofe who hope not for the days of Gon *, that he may 
reward people according to what they fhall have 
wrought. Whofo doth that which is right, doth it to 
the advantage of his own foul; and whofo doth evil, 
doth it againft the fame: hereafter fhall ye return unto 
your Lorp. We gave unto the children of Israz. 
the book of the Jaw, and wifdom, and prophecy; and 
we fed them with good things, and preferred them 
above all nations: and we gave them plain ordinances 
concerning the bufinefs of religion; neither did they 
fall to variance, except after that knowledge had come 
unto them, through envy among themfelves: but thy 
Lorp will decide the controverfy between them, on the 
day of refurre&ion, concerning that whercin they dif- 
agree, Afterwards we appointed thee, O Mouammep, 
to promulgate a law concerning the bufinefs of religion: 
wherefore follow the fame, and follow not the defires 
of thofe who are ignorant’. Verily they fhall not 
avail thee againft Gop at all: the unjuft are the pa- 
trons of one another; but Gop is the patron of the 
pious. This Koran delivereth evident precepts unto 
mankind; and is a direction, and a mercy, unto 
people who judge aright. Do the workers of ini- 
quity imagine that we will deal with them as with 
thofe who believe and do good works; {fo that their 


o 


* Speak unto th true believers, of Ghifar, was thinking to revenge 
that they who fergive thofe who hope himfelf by force. Some are of opi- 
not for the days of Gov, &c.J—By mion that this verfe is abrogated by 
the days of Gon, in this place, are that of war (2). 
meant the profperous fuccelles of his © Follow not the defires of the ig- 
people in battle againft the infidels norant.]—That is, Of the principal 
ee The paflage is faid to have Koreifh, who were argeot with Mo- 

een revealed on account of Omar, hammed to return to the religion of 
who being reviled by one of the tribe his forefathers (9), 

(1) See chap. 14. p. 6e. not, %. (2) Al Berpawr, (3) Idem. 


life 
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life and their death fhall be equal? An ill judgment 
do they make. Gop hath created the heavens and the 
earth in truth; that he may recompenfe every foul 
according to that which it {hall have wrought: and 
they fhall not be treated unjuftly. What thinkeft thou? 
He who taketh his own luft for his Gop, and whom 
Gop caufeth knowingly to err, and whofe ears, and 
whofe heart he hath fealed up, and over whofe eyes he 
hath caft a veil; who fhall dire& him, after Gop fhall 
have forfaken him? Will ye not therefore be admo- 
nifhed? They fay, There is no other life, except our 
prefent life: we die, and we live; and nothing but 
time deftroyeth us. But they have no knowledge in 
this matter; they only follow a vain opinion. And 
when our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, their 
argument which they offer againft the fame, is no other 
than that they fay, Bring to life our fathers who have 
been dead; if ye fpeak truth. Say, Gop giveth you 
life; and afterwards caufeth you to die: hereafter will 
he affemble you together on the day of refurre€tion; 
there is no doubt thereof; but the greater part of men 
do not underftand. Unto Gop appertaineth the king- 
dom of heaven and earth; and the day whereon the 
hour fhall be fixed, on that day fhall thofe who charge 
the Koran with vanity perifh. And thou fhalt fee 
every nation® kneeling: every nation fhall be called 
unto its book of account; and it fhall be faid unto 
them, This day fhall ye be rewarded according to that 
which ye have wrought, This our book will fpeak 
concerning you with truth: therein have we written 
down whatever ye have done*. As to thofe who 
fhall have believed and done goo works, their 
Lorp fhall lead them into his mercy: this fhall be 
manifeft felicity. But as to the infidels, it fhall be 
faid unto them, Were not my figns rehearfed unto 
you? but ye proudly rejefted them, and became a 


¢ Every nation.J—The original law or religion. 
word Ommat properly fignifies a ¢ See the Prelim. Difc. [eQ. IV. 
people who profefs one and the fame p. 117. 


Vou, II, Aa wicked 
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wicked people? And when it was faid unto you, Verily 
the promife of Gop is true; and as to the hour of 
judgment, there is no doubt thereof: ye anfwered, 
We know not what the hour of judgment is: we hold 
an uncertain opinion only; and we are not well af- 
fured of this matter. But on that day the evils of that 
which they have wrought, fhall appear unto them; 
and that which they mocked at, fhall encompafs them : 
and it fhall be faid unto them, This day will we for- 
get you, as ye did forget the meeting of this your 
day: and your abode fhall be hell-fire; and ye fhall 
have none to deliver you. This fhall ye fuffer, be- 
caufe ye turned the figns of Gop to ridicule; and 
the life of the world deceived you. On this day, 
thereforc, they fhall not be taken forth from thence, 
neither fhall they be afked any more to render them- 
{elves well-pleafing unto GOD. Wherefore praife be 
unto Gop, the Lorp of the heavens, and the Lorp 
of the carth; the Lorp of all creatures: and unto 
him be glory in heaven and earth; for he is-.the 
mighty, the wife GOD! 


C H A P. XLVI. 
Intitled, Av AmkarF‘; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AMIS M.‘ The revelation of this book is from the 
e inighty, the wife Gop. We have not cre- 

ated the heavens and the earth, and whatever is be- 
twecn them, otherwife than in truth *, and for a de- 
termined period': but the unbelievers turn away 


© Al Alkaf is the plural of Hekf, See the Prelim. Dife. fed. HT. 
and figinfies fands which lie in a p.78, &c. 
crooked or winding manner; whence —_& See chap. 21. p. 193. and chap. 
it became the name of a territory in 38. p. 320, &c. 
the province of Hadramaut, where = For a determined period. |—Be- 
the Aditesdwelt. Itis mentioned in ing to laft but a certain {pace of time, 
P. 373. and not for ever. 
; from 
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from the warning which is given them. Say, What 
think ye? Shew me what part of the earth the idols 


which ye invoke, befides Gon, have created? Or 
had they any fhare in the creation of the heavens ? 
Bring me a book of {cripture revealed before this, or 
fome footftep of ancient knowledge, to countenance 
your idolatrous practices; if ye are men of veracity. 
Who is in a wider error than he who invoketh, be- 
fides Gop, that which cannot return him an anfwer, 
to the day of rcfurre€tion; and idols which regard 
not their calling on them: and which, when men fhall 
be gathered together to judgment, will become their 
enemies, and will ungratefully deny their worfhip ? 
When our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, the 
unbelievers fay of the truth’, when it cometh unto 
them, This is a manifeft piece of forcery. Will they 
fay, Mouammep hath forged it? Anfwer, If I have 
forged it, verily ye fhall not obtain for me any favour 
from Gon: he well knoweth the injurious language 
which ye utter concerning it: he is a fuflicient witnefs 
between me and you; and he is gracious and 
merciful. Say, I am not fingular among the apoftles * ; 
neither do I know what will be done with me or with 
you hereafter: I follow no other than what is revcal- 
ed unto me; neither am I any more than a public 
warner. Say, What is your opinion? If this book 
be from Gop, and ye believe not thercin; and a 
witnefs of the children of Isxaxt bear witnefs to its 
confonancy with the law’, and believeth therein; and 
ye proudly reject the fame: are ye not unjuft doers? 


* The truth.J—i.e. Any part of 
the revelations of the Koran. 

* I am not fingular among the 
apoftles. |—That is, I do not teach a 
doctrine different from what the for- 
mer apoftles and prophets havetaught: 
nor am IJ able to do what they could 
not; particularly to fhew the figns 
which every one fhal] think fit to de- 
mand (1). 


(1) Al Berpaw:. 


If a witnefs of the children of 
Ifrael bear witnefs of its confonancy 
to the law, &c.|——This witnefs is 
generally fuppofed to have been the 
Jew Abd’allah Ebn Salam, who de- 
clared that Mohammed was the pro- 
phet foretold by Mofes. Some, how- 
ever, fuppofe the witnefs here meant 
to have been Moles himfelf (2). 


(2) Idem, Jarraro’ppin. 


Aag 


Venly 
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Verily Gon dire&teth not unjuft people. But thofe 
who believe not, fay of the true believers, If the 
doArine of the Koran had been good, they had not 
embraced the fame before us". And when they are 
not guided thereby, they fay, This is an antiquated 
lie. Whereas the book of Moses was revealed be- 
fore the Koran, to be a guide and a mercy: and 
this is a book confirming the fame, delivered in the 
Arabic tongue; to denounce threats unto thofe who 
at unjuftly, and to bear good tidings unto the righ- 
teous doers. As to thofe who fay, Our Lorp is 
Gop ; and who behave uprightly: on them fhall no 
fear come, neither fhall they be grieved. Thefe fhall 
be the inhabitants of paradife, they fhall remain there- 
in for ever: In recoinpenfe for that which they have 
wrought. We have commanded man to fhew kind- 
nefs to his parents: his mother beareth him in her 
womb with pain, and bringeth him forth with pain: 
and the fpace of his being carried in her womb, and of 
his weaning, 1s thirty months*; until, when he at- 
taineth his age of ftrength, and attaineth the age of 
forty years, he faithe, O Lorn, excite me, by thy 
infpiration, that I may be grateful for thy favours, 
wherewith thou haft favoured me and my parents; 
and that I may work righteoufnefs, which may pleafe 
thee: and be gracious unto me in my iflue; for I 
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™ If the doftrine of the Koran had 
been good, they had not embraced 
the fame before us. ]—Thefe words 
were fpuken, as fome think, by the 
Jews, when Abd’allah profefled If- 
am: o1, according to cabers by the 
Koreifh, becaufe the firft followers of 
NMouhamused were for the moti part 
poor aid mean people; or elfe by the 
tubes of Amer, Ghatfan, and A fad, 
va the converfion of thofe of Johei- 


re Mozeinah, Aflam, and Ghifar 


1). 
® Thirty months. ]—At the leatt. 


months, there remain but fix months 
for the {pace of his being carried in 
the womb; which is the leaft that 
can te allowed (9). 

° He faith, &c.J)—Thefe words, 
it ws faid, were revealed on account 
of Abu Becr, who profeffed Iflam in 
the fortieth year of his age, two years 
after Mohammed’s mifion ; and was 
the only perfon, either of the Moha- 
jerin or the Antaris, whofe father ard 
mother were alfo converted: his fon 
Abd’alrahman, and his grandfon Abu 
Atik, hkewife embracing the fame 


For if the full ame ot fucking anin- faith (4). . 
fant be two years (9), or twenrv-four 
(1) lidem. (2) See chap. 2. p. 42. (3) 2 


j}) Idem, JaLLaAro’ovin, &c. 


am 
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am turned unto thee, and ama Moflem. Thefe are 
they from whom we accept the good work which 
they have wrought, and whofe evil works we pafs 
by ; and they fhall be among the inhabitants of para- 
dife: this is a true promife, which they are promifed 
in this world. He who faith unto his parents, Fie 
on you! Do ye promife me that. I fhall be taken 
forth from the grave, and reftored to life ; when many 
generations have paffed away before me, and none of 
them have returned back’? And his parents implore 
Gon’s afliftance, and fay to their fon, Alas for thee! 
Believe: for the promife of Gop is true. But he 
anfwereth, This is no other than filly fables of the 
ancients. Thefe are they whom the fentence pafled 
on the nations which have been before them, of genii 
and of men, jultly fitteth: they fhall furely perifh 
For every one is prepared a certain degree of happinefs 
or mifery, according to that which they fhall have 
wrought; that Gop may recompenfe them for their 
works: and they fhall not be treated unjuftly. On 
a certain day, the unbelievers fhall be expofed before 
the fire of hell ; and it fhall be faid unto them, Ye re- 
ceived your good pre in your life-time, while ye 
were in the world; and ye enjoyed yourfelves there- 
in: wherefore this day ye fhall be rewarded with the 
punifhment of ignominy ; for that ye behaved info- 
lently in the earth, without juftice, and for that ye 
tranfgreffed. Remember the brother of Ap‘, when 
he preached unto his people in at Auxar, (and 
there were preachers before him, and after him) 
faying, Worfhip none but Gon: verily I fear for you 
the punifhment of a great day. They anfwered, Art 
thou come unto us that thou mayeft turn us afide 


.? He who faith to his parents, 
Fie on you, &c.]—The words feem 
to be general: but it is faid they 
were revealed particularly on occa- 
fion of Abd’alrahman, the fon of 
Abu Becr; who ufed thefe expref- 
fions to his father and mother, be- 


fore he profeffed Iflam (1). 

4 They fhall furely peo Us 
lefs they redeem their fault by repen- 
tance, and embracing the true faith; 
as did Abd’alrahman. 

* The brother of Ad.]—~i. e, The 
prophet -Hud, 


(1) Al Bzrpawy. 


AagZ ‘yw, 


from 
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from the worfhip of our gods? Bring on us now the 
punifhment with which thou threatencft us, if thou 
art a man of veracity. He faid, Verily the knowledge 
of the time when your punifhment will be infli€tcd, is 
with Gop ; and I only declare unto you that which 
Iam fent to preach; but I fee ye are an ignorant 
people. And when they faw the preparation made 
for their punifhment, namcly, a cloud’ traverfing the 
{ky, and tending towards their valleys, they faid, This 
is a traverfing cloud, which bringcth us rain. Hup 
anfwered, Nay; it is what ye demanded to be haf- 
tened : a,wind, wherein 1s a fevcre vengeance: it will 
deftroy every thing*, at the command of its Lorn. 
And in the morning nothing was to be feen, befides 
their empty dwellings. Thus do we reward wicked 
people. Wehad cftablifhed them in the like flourifh- 
ing condition wherein we have eflablifhed you, O men 
of Mecca; and we had given them ears, and eycs, 
and hearts: yet neither their ears, nor their eyes, 
nor their hearts, profited them at all, when they re- 
jeetcd the figns of Gop; but the vengeance which 
they mocked at, fell upon them. We heretofore 
deftroyed the cities which were round about you '; 
and we varioufly propofed our figns unto them, that 
they might repent. Did thofe protett them, whom 
they took for gods, befides Gop, and imagined to be 
honoured with his familiarity ? Nay; they withdrew 
from them: yet this was thcir falfe opinion which fe- 
duced them, and the blafphemy which they had devifed. 
Remember when we caufed certain of the genii® to 


© It will deflroy every thing, &c.] 
— Which came to pafs accordingly : 
for this peftilential and violent wind 
killed all who believed not in the 
dofthine of Hud without a difiinc- 
tion of fex, age, or degree ; and cn- 
trely deflroyed their poffeffions. See 
the Prelim. Difc. fect. I. p. 8. and 
the notes tochap. 7. p. 198. 

© The cities which were round 
about you. J—As the fetdlements of 
the Thasindies Midranites, and 


(1) Idem, Jarraro’ppin. 


the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 


Cc. 

" Certain of the geni.]—Thefe 
gemi, according to different opi- 
nions, were of Nifibin, or of Yaman, 
or of Ninive; and in number nine, 
or feven. They heard Mohammed 
reading the Koran by night, or af- 
ter the morning prayer, in the val- 
ley of al Nakhlah uring the time 
of his retreat to al Tayef, and be- 
lieved on him (1), 


turn 
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turn afide unto thee, that they might hear the Koran: 
and when they were prefent at the reading of the fame, 
they faid to one another, Give ear: and when it was 
ended, they returned back unto their people, preach- 
ing what they had heard. They faid, Our people, 
verily we have heard a book read unto us, which hath 
been revealed fince Moses™, confirming the {cripture 
which was delivered before it ; and diretting unto: the 
truth, and the right way. Our people, obey Gon’s 
preacher: and belicve in him ; that he may forgive 
you your fins, and may deliver you from a painful 
punifhment. And whoever obcyeth not Gon’s 
preacher, fhall by no means fruftrate Go p’s vengeance 
on earth: neither fhall he have any prote€tor befides 
him. Thefe will be in a manifeft error, Do they 
not know that Gop, who hath created the heavens 
and the earth, and was not fatigued with the creation 
thereof, is able to raife the dead to life? Yea verily ; 
for he is almighty. Ona certain day the unbelievers 
fhall be expofed unto hell-fire ; and it fhall be faid un- 
to them, Is not this really come to pafs? They fhall 
anfwer, Yea, by our Lorp. GOD fhall reply, Tatte, 
therefore, the punifhment of hell, for that ye have 
been unbelievers. Do thou, O prophet, bear the in- 
fults of thy people with patience, as our apoftles, who 
were enducd with conftancy, bare the injuries of their 
people : and require not their punifhment to be haftened 
unto them. On the day whereon they fhall fee the 
punifhment wherewith thcy have been threatened, it 
fhall feem as though they had tarried in the world but 
an hour of aday. This isa fair warning. Shall any 
perifh except the people who tranfgrefs? 


~ A book which hath been reveal- fore their converfion to Mohamme~ 
ed fince Mofes.]—Hence the com- difm, to have been of the Jewith 
mentators fuppofe thofe genil, be- religion, 


Aaa CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


Intitled, MOHAMMED’; revealed at MEDINA’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


OD will render of none effet the works of 

thofe who believe not, and who turn away men 
from the way of Gon: but as to thofe who believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, and believe in the revelation 
which hath been fent down unto Mouammen, (for 
it is the truth from their Lorn) he will expiate their 
evil deeds from them, and will difpofe their heart 
aright. This will he do, becaufe thofe who believe 
not follow vanity, and becaufe thofe who believe 
follow the truth from their Lorp. Thus Gop pro- 
poundeth unto men their examples. When ye en- 
counter the unbelievers, ftrike off their heads, until 
ye have made a great flaughter among them; and 
bind them in bonds: and either give them a free dif- 
miffion afterwards, or exaft a ranfom; until the war 
fhall have laid down its arms’. This fhall ye do: 
Verily if Gop pleafed, he could take vengeance on 
them without your affiftance; but he commandeth you 


to fight his battles, that he 


* Some intitle this chapter War; 
which ts therein commanded to be 
vigoroufly carried on againft the 
enemies of the Mohammedan faith. 

¥ Some fuppofe the whole to 
have been revealed at Mecca. 

®* When ye encounter the unbe- 
hievers, ftrike off thrir heads, Bee 
This law the Hanifites judge to 
abrogated, or to relate particularly 
to the war of Bedr; for the feverity 
here commanded, which was ne- 
ceffary in the beginning of Moham- 
medifm (1), they think too rigorous 
to be put in praétice in its flounifh- 


See chap. 8. p. 2¢5, and 235. 
Difiers, de Jure mibiars Mohamoe 


ohammedanor. p. 9. 


may prove the one of you 


ing flate. But the Perfians, and 
fome others, hold the command to 
be ftillin full force: for, according 
to them, all the men of full age, 
who are takenin battle, are to be 
flain, unlefs they embrace the Mo- 
hammedan faith ; and thofe who fall 
into the hands of the Moffleins after 
the battle, are not to be flain, but 
may either be fet at liberty gratis, 
or on payment of a certain ran- 
fom, ormay be exchanged for Mo- 
hammedan prifoners, or condemned 
to flavery, at the pleafure of the 
Imam or prince (2). 


(2) Al Bsipawi,. V. Revanp. 
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by the other. And as to thofe who fight? in defence 
of Gov’s true religion, GOD will not fuffer their 
works to perifh: he will guide them, and will dif- 
pofe their heart aright; and he will lead them into 
paradife, of which he hath told them. O true be- 
hevers, if ye affift Gop, by fighting for lis religion, 
he will affift you againft your enemies ; and he will fer 
your feet faft: but as for the infidels, let them perifh ; 
and their works fhall GOD render vain. This fhall 
befal them, becaufe they have rejetted with abhorrence 
that which Gop hath revealed: whercfore their works 
‘hall become of no avail. Do they not travel through 
the earth, and fee what hath been the end of thofe 
who were before them? Gop utterly deftroyed them: 
and the like cataftrophe awaiteth the unbelievers. 
Chis fhall come to pafs, for that Gop is the patron of 
the true believers, and for that the infidels have no 
proteétor. Verily Gop will introduce thofe who be- 
lieve, and do good works, into gardens beneath 
which rivers flow : but the unbelievers indulge them- 
‘elves in pleafures, and eat as beafts eat; and their 
abode fhall be hell-fire. How many cities were more 
mighty in ftrength than thy city which hath expelled 
thee ; yet have we deftroyed them, and there was 
none to help them? Shall he therefore, who fol- 
loweth the plain declaration of his Lorn, be as he 
whofe evil works have been dreffed up for him by the 
devil ; and who follow their own lufts? The defcrip- 
tion of paradife, which is promifed unto the pious: 
therein are rivers of incorruptible water; and _ rivers 
of milk, the tafte whereof changeth not; and rivers 
of wine, pleafant unto thofe who drink; and rivers 
of clarified honey : and therein fhall they have plenty 
of all kinds of fruits; and pardon from their Lorp. 
Shall the men for whom thefe things are prepared, be as 
they who muft dwell for ever in hell-fire; and will have 
the boiling water given them to drink, which hall 

* Who fight, &c.]—Some copies, fhould be rendered, who are flain, 


inftead of katilu, read kitilu; ac- or fuffer martyrdom, &c. 
cording to which latter reading it 


burft 
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burft their bowels ? Of the unbelievers there are fome 
who give ear unto thee, until, when they go out 
from thee, they fay, by way of derifion, unto thofe to 
whom knowledge hath been given’, What hath he 
faid now? Thefe are they whofe hearts Gop hath 
fealed up, and who follow their own lufts: but as 
to thofe who are dire€ted, GOD will grant them a 
more ample dire€tion, and he will inftruét them what 
to avoid’. Do the infidels wait for any other than 
the laft-hour, that 1t may come upon them fuddenly ? 
Some figns thereof are already come?: and when it 
fhall a€tually overtake. them, how can they then re- 
ccive admonition ? Know, therefore, that there is no 
god but Gon: and afk pardon for thy fin‘, and for 
the truce bclicvers both men and women. Gop 
knoweth your bufy employment in the world, and the 
place of your abode hereafter. The true believers 
fay, Hath not a Sura becn revealed commanding war 
again{t the infidels? But when a Sura without any 
ambiguity is revealed, and war is mentioncd thercin, 
thou mayeft fee thofe in whofe hearts is an infirmity ‘, 
look towards thee with the look of one whom death 
overfhadoweth. But obedience would be more eligi- 
ble for them, and to fpcak that which is convenient. 
And when the command is firmly eftablifhed, if they 
give credit unto Gop, it will be better for them. 


Cuar. 47, 


& Thofe to whom knowledge hath 
heen given. ]—i. e. The more learn- 
ed of Mohammed’s companions ; 


tuch as Ebn Mafid, and Ebn Abbas 


wil. 

‘ And he will inftru@ them what 
to avoid. |—Or, as the words may 
allo be tranflated, and he will re- 
ward them for their fitety. 

¢ Some figns thereof are already 
rome. ]—As the miffion of Moham- 
incd,_the fplitting of the moon, and 
the fmoke (2) menuoned in‘ the 
44‘* chapter. 


© Afk pardon for thy fin.]-Though 


(1) JALLALO’DDIN, 
“hap. 48. p. 381. 


(2) Idem, Al Basnawi, 
(4) Jauraro’ppin. 


Mohammed here and elfewhere (3) 
acknowledges himfelf to bea finner, 
yet feveral Mohammedan doétors 
pretend he was wholly free from 
fin, and fuppofe he is here com- 
manded to afk forgivenefs, not that 
he wanted it, but that he might fet 
an example to his followers: where. 
fore he ufed to fay of him({clf, if the 
tradition be true, I afk pardon of Gop 
a hundred times a day (4). 

f An infirmity.J—As hypocrify, 
cowardice, or inflability in their 


religron. 


(3) See 
Were 
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Were ye ready thercfore, if ye had been put in au- 
thority *, to commit outrages in the earth, and to 
violate your ties of blood? ‘Thele are they whom Gono 
hath curfed, and hath rendered deaf, and whofe eyes 
i hath blinded. Do .they not therefore attentively 
rizditate on the Koran? Are there locks upon their 
i. arts? Verily they who turn their backs, after the 
irue dirc€tion ‘is made manifelt unto them; Satan 
‘all prepare their’ wickednefs for them, and GOD 
fall bear with them for a time. ° This fhall befal 
tem, becaufe they fay privately unto thofe who deteft 
wiat Gop hath revealed,’ We will obey you in part 
of the matter. But Gop knoweth their f{ecrets. 
How therefore will it be with them, when the angels 
fhall caufe them to dic, and fhall ftrike their faces, 
and their backs‘? This fhall they fuffer, becaufe they 
follow that which provoketh Gop to wrath, and are 
averfe to what 1s well-pleafing unto him: and he 
will render their works vain. Do they in whofe 
hearts is an Infirmity, imagine that Gop will not 
bring their malice to'light ? If we pleafed, we could 
fiurely fhew them unto thce, and thou fhouldeft know 
tuem by their marks; but thou fhalt ccrtainly know 
vem’ by their perverfe pronunciation of their words. 
(-op knoweth your dttions: and we will try you, 
ssatil we know thofe among you who fight valiantly, 
and who perfevere with conftancy; and we will try 
the reports of your behaviour. Verily thofe who 
believe not, and turn away men from the way of 
i;op, and make oppofition againft the apoftle *, af- 


t If ye had been put in authority. J- 

'r, asthe words may alfo be tran- 
‘ted, If ye had turned back, and 

oftatized from your faith. 

& We will obey you in Nk of the 
1 .atter.|—i. e€. In part of what ye 
¢-fire of us; by ftaying at home 
zad not going forth with Moham- 
med to war, and by private combie 
ation againft him (1). 


(1) Al Berpawr 


(2) Al Bsipawt. 


i When the angels fhall caufe them 
to die, sgt and words are fup- 
pofed to allude tet the examination 
of the fepulchre. 

* Who make oppofition againft 
the apoftle. ]—-Thefe were the tribes 
of Koretdha and al Nadir; or thofe 
who diftributed provifion to the 
army of the Koreifh at Bedr (2). 


See chap. 8, p, 229, not. ' 
ter 
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ter the divine dire€tion hath been manifefted unto 
them, fhall not hurt Gop at all; but he fhall make 
their works to perifh. O true believers, obey Gop; 
and obey the apoftle: and render not your works of 
no effet. Verily thofe who believe not, and who 
turn away men from the way of Gop, and then die, 
being unbelievers, Gop will by no means forgive. 
Faint not therefore, neither invite your enemies to 
peace, while ye are the fuperior: for Gop is with 
you, and will not defraud you of the merit of your 
works. Verily this prefent life is only a play and a 
vain amufement: but if ye believe, and fear GOD, 
he will give you your rewards. He doth not require 
of you your whole fubftance: if he fhould require 
the whole of you, and earneftly prefs you, ye would 
become niggardly, and it would raife your hatred 
again{t his apoftle. Behold, Pf are thofe who are in- 
vited to expend part of your {ubftance for the fupport 
of Gon’s true religion; and there are fome of you 
who are niggardly. But whoever fhall be niggardlys 
fhall be niggardly towards his own foul: for Gop 
wanteth nothing, but ye are needy: and if ye turn 
back, he will fubftitute another people in your ftead, 
who fhall not be like unto you’. 


' He will fubftitute another people * being a tradition that Mohammed, 
in your ftead, who fhall not be like being afked what people they were, 
unto you. J—i. ¢. In backwardnefs ata time when Salman was fitting 
and averfion to the propagation of by him, clapped his hand on his 
the faith. The people here deGign- thigh, and faid, This man and bis 
ed to be put inthe place of thefe nation. Others, however, are of 
lukewarm Moflems, are generally opinion the Anfars, or the angels, 
{uppofed to be the Perfians ; there are intended in this place (1). 


(3) Idem. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 
Intitled, The Victory; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we have granted thee a manifeft vic- 

tory™: that Gop may forgive thee* thy pre- 
ceeding and thy fubfequent fin °, and may complete his 
favour on thee, and direét thee in the nght way ; and 
that Gop may affift thee with a glorious afliftance. 
St is he who fendeth down fecure tranquillity into 
che hearts of the true believers, that they may in- 
creafe in faith, beyond their former faith: (the hofts 
of heaven and earth are Gon’s; and Gon 1s knowing 
end wife) that he may lead the true believers of both 
‘sxes into gardens beneath which rivers flow, to 
‘iwell therein for ever; and may expiate their evil 
uceds from them: (this will be great felicity with 


= We have granted thee a mani- 
‘eft vidtory.]—This viétory, from 
which the chapter takes its title, ac- 
cording to the molt received inter- 
-retation, was the taking of the ciry 
+f Mecca. The paffage is faid to 
save been revealed on Mohammea’s 
turn from the expedition of al Ho- 
deibiya, and contains a promife or 
-rediQtion of this fignal fuccefs, 
‘vhich happened not nil two vears 
fter; the preterit tenfe being there- 
‘2 ufed, according to the prophetic 
‘tyle, for the future (1). _ 

There are fome, notwithfanding, 
who fuppofe the advantage here 1n- 
vended, was the pacification of al 
Hodeibiya, which is here called a 
vidtory, becaufe the Meccans fued 
tor peace, and made a truce there 
with Mohammed, their breaking of 
which occafioned the taking of 
Mecca. Others think the conquetft 


(1) Al Zasann. Al Bervaws, &c. 


of Khaibar, or the vidtory over the 
Greeks at Mata, &c. to be meant in 
this place. 

" That Gop may forgive thee. ]—~ 
That is to fay, That Goo may give 
thee an opportunity of deferving for- 
givenefs by eradicating of idolatrv, and 
exalting his true religion, and the de= 
livering of the weak from the hands 
of the ungodly, &c. 

° Thy preceding and fubfequent 
fin. }—1. ¢. Whatever thou haft done 
worthy reprehenfion; or, thy fins 
committed as well in the time of 
ignorance, as fince. Some expound 
the words more particularly, and 
fay the preceding or former fault, 
was his lying with his handmaid 
Mary (¢), contrary to his oath; and 
the latter, his marrying of Zeinah 
(3), the wife of Zeid his adopted 

on (4). 


(2) See chap. 66. and the notes 


hereon. (3) See chap. 33. and the uutes thereon. (4) Al Zamaxu. 


Gop) 
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Gop) and that he may punifh the hypocritical men, 
and the hypocritical womch, and the idolatcrs, and 
the idolatreffes, who conceive an ill opinion of Gop. 
They fhall experience a turn of evil fortune; and 
Gop fhall be angry with them, and fhall curfe them, 
and hath prepared hell for them; an ill journey fhall 
it be thither? Unto Gop belong the hofts of heaven 
and earth; and Gop is mighty and wife. Verily we 
have fent thee to be a witnefs, and a bearer of good 
tidings, and a denouncer of threats; that ye may 
believe in Gop, and his apoftle; and may affift him, 
and revere him, and praife him morning and even- 
ing. Verily they who {wear fealty? unto thee, {wear 
fealty unto Gov: the hand of Gop is over their 
hands’. Whoever fhall violate his oath, will violate 
the fame to the hurt only of his own foul: but who- 
ever fhall perform that which he hath covenanted 
with Gop, he will furcly give him a great reward. 
The Arass of the defert who were left behind’, 
will fay unto tice, Our fubftance and’ our families 
employed us, fo that we went not forth with thee to 
war; wherefore afk pardon for us. They fpeak that 
with their tongues, which is not in_ their hearts. 
Anfwer, Who fhall be able to obtain for you an 

thing from Gob to the contrary, if he is pleafed to 
afflict you, or is pleafed to be gracious unto you? 
Yea verily, Gop is well acquainted with that which 
ye do. Truly ye imagined that the apoftle and the 
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were left behind. ]—Thefe were the 
tribes of Aflam, Joheinah, Mozei- 
nah, and Ghifar, who being fummon.- 
ed to attend Mohammed in the ex- 


P Swear fealtv. ]-The original word 
fienifies publicly to acknowledge or 
inaugurate a prince, by fwearng 
fidelity and obedience to him. 


4 [Phe hand of Gop 1s over their 
hands. J That is, He beholdeth 


fiom above, and 1s. witnefs to the 





folemnity of your giving vour faith, 


to his apoflle; and wall reward you 
for it(1). The exprefhon alludes tu 
the manner of thar plighting thei 
faith on thefe occafions. 

* The Arabs of the defert who 


(1) Javtaro’ppin. 


pedition of al Hedeibiya, flaid be- 
bind, and excufed themfelves by 
faying their families muft fuffer in 
their abfence, and would be robbed 
of the little they had, (for thefe 
tiubes were of the poorer Arabs;) 
whereas in reality they wanted firm- 
nefs in the faith; and courage to face 
the Koreifh (2). 


(v) Idem, Al Berpawi, 
true 
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true believers would never return to their families; 
and this was prepared in your hearts: but ye ima- 
gined an evil imagination ; and ye are a corrupt peo- 
ple. Whofo belicveth not in Gop and his apoftle, 
verily we have prepared burning fire for the unbe- 
lievers. Unto Gop belongeth the kingdom of heaven 
and earth: he forgiveth whom he pleafeth, and he 
punifheth whom he pleafeth; and Gop is inclined to 
forgive, and merciful. ‘Thofe who were left behind 
will fay, when ye go forth to take the fpoil*, Suffer 
us to follow you. ‘They feek to change the word of 
Gon Say, Ye fhall by no means follow us: thus 
hath Gon faid heretofore. They will reply, Nay ; 
ye envy usa fhare of the booty. But they are men 
of fmall underftanding. Say unto the Arass of the 
defert who were left behind, Ye fhall be called forth, 
againft a mighty and a warlike nation’: ye fhall 
fight againft them, or they fhall profefs Istam. If 
ye obey, Gop will’ give you a glorious reward: but 
if ye turn back, as ye turned back heretofore, he 
will chaftife you with a gricvous chaflilement. It 
fhall be no crime in the blind, neither fhall it be a 
crime in the lame, neither {hall it be a crime in the 


> When ye go forth to take the 
fpoil,J—viz. In the expedition of 
Khaibar. The prophet returned 
from al Hodesbiya in Dhu’lhayja, in 
the oth year of the Hejra, and ftaid 
at Medina the remainder of that 
month and the beginning of Mohar- 
ram, and then fet forward agatnft the 
Jews of Khaibar, with thole only 
who had attended him to al Hodei- 
biya; and having made himfelf maf- 
ter of the place, and al) the caltles 
and ftrong holds in that territory (1), 
took fpoils to a great value, which 
he divided among them who were 
prefent at that expedition, and none 
elfe (2), 

‘ The word of Gov.]—Which 
was his promife to thole who at. 
tended the prophet to al Hodetbiya, 


160. (4) Al Baroawr, 


(1) V. Agu’: r. Vit. Moh, p. 87, &c. 
(5) Idem, 


that he would make them amends 
for their miffing of the plunder of 
Mecca at that time, by giving them 
that of Khaibar in lieu thereof. Some 
think the word here intended to be 
that paflagein the gth chaprer (3), 
Ye fhall not go forth with me for the 
future, &c. which yet was plainly 
revealed long after the taking of 
Khaibar, on occafion of the expedi- 
tion of Tabuc (4). 

« A mightv and warlike nation. ]- 
Thefe were Banu Honeifa, who in- 
habited al Yamama, and were the 
followers of Mofeilama, Moham- 
mcd's competitor; or any other of 
shofe tribes which apoftatized from 
Mohammedifm (5); or, as others 
rather fuppofe, the Perfians, or the 
Greeks (6). 


(2) AlBerpawt. (9) Pag. 


(6) JatraLo’ppin. 
fick, 
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fick, if they go not forth to war: and whofo fhall 
obey Gop and his apoftle, he fhall lead him into gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow; but whofo fhall turi: 
back, he fhall chaftife him with a grievous chaftife. 


ment. 


Now Gop was well pleafed with the true be- 


lievers, when they fware fidelity unto thee under thi” 
tree”; and he knew that which was in their hearts - 
wherefore he fent down on them trancuillity of mind’, 
and rewarded them with a fpeedy victory ’, and many 
{fpoils which they took: for Gop is mighty and wife 

Gop promifed you many fpoils which ye fhould take ; 
but he gave you thefe by way of earneft: and he re- 
ftrained the hands of men from you’: that the fame 
may be a fign unto the true believers; and that he 


may guide you into the right way. 


And he alfo pro-. 


mifeth you other fpoils, which ye have not yet been 
able to take: but now hath Gop encompaffed them 


for you; and Gop is almighty. 


If the unbelieving 


Meccans had fought againft you, verily they had 
turned their backs; and they would not have found 
a patron or prote&tor: according to the ordinance of 
Gop, which hath been put in execution heretofore 
againft oppofers of the prophets ; for thou fhalt not find 


any change in the ordinance of Gop. 


It was he who 


cftrained their hands from you, and your hands 


~ When they fware fidelity unto 
thee under the uee. }—Mohammed, 
when at al Hodeibiva, fent Jawwas 
Ebn Omeyya the Khozaite, to ac- 
quaint the Meccans that he was come 
with a peaceable intention, tovifit the 
temple; but they, on fome jealoufy 
conceived, refufing to admit him, 
the prophet fent Othman Ebn Affan, 
whom thev imprifoned, and a report 
ran that he was flain: whereupon 
Mohammed called his men .about 
him, and they took an oath fee 


an Egvptian thorn, and by others @ 
kind of lote-tree (1). 

= foo of mind. }~The or'- 

inal word ts Sakinat, of which no- 

tice has been taken elfewhere (2). 

Y A f{peedy vidtory. )}—Namelv.. 
the fuccefs at Khaibar; or, as fome 
rather imagine, the taking of Mecc: 


c. 

t And he reftrained the hands «! 
men trom vou. ]—1i. e. The hands 0! 
thole of Khabar, or of their fuc 
of the tribes of Afad an. 


faithful to him, evento death? dure: Cefn ; or of the inhabitants ©’ 


ing which ceremony he fat under a 
tree, fuppofed by fome to have been 


(1) Idem, Al Bervawr. V.Asvu’ce. vit. Mob. p. 86. 
(3) Al Bearpaw. 


not. ad cap. 2. p. 46. 


Mges: by the pacification of al Hc 
detiya (g). 


(2) Is: 


from: 
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trom them, in the valley of Mecca; after that he 
nad given you the victory over them*: and Gop 
faw that which ye did. | Thefe are they who believed 
not, and hindered you from vifiting the holy temple, 
and alfo hindered the offering being detained, that it 
fhould not arrive at the place where it ought to be 
facrificed’, Had it not been that ye might have 
trampled on divers truc believers, both men and wo- 
mien, whom ye knew not, being promifcuoufly affem- 
bled with the infidels, and that a crime might therefore 
have lighted on you on their account, without your 
knowledge, he had not reftrained your hands from them: 
but this was done, that Gop might lead whom he 
pleafeth into his mercy. If they had been diftin- 
guifhed from one another, we had furely chaftifed 
fuch of them as belicved not, with a fevere chaftife- 
ment. When the unbclicvers had put in their hearts 
an affeéted precifenels, the precifenefs of ignorance, 
and Gop fent down his tranquillity on his apoftle and 
on the true belicvers‘; and firmly fixed in them the 

word 
the infidels back to the innermoft 
part of Mecca, (as the word here 
tranflated valley ae aa figuifies) 


and then left them out of refpeét ta 
the place. 


a He reftrained their hands from 
you, and your hands from them, &c.] 
— Jallalo’ddin fays, that fourfcore of 
the infidels came privately to Mo- 
hammed’s camp at al Hodeibrya, 


with an intent to furprife fome of his 
men, but were taken and brought 
nefore the prophet ; who pardoned 
chem, and ordered them to be fet 
at liberty: and this generous aftion 
was the occafion of the truce {truck 
ap by the Koreifh with Mohammed ; 
for thereupon they fent Sohail Ebn 
Amru and fome others, (and not 
Arwa Ebn Mafud, as is faid, by 
miftake, m another place (1); for 
“us errand was an sical defhancc) 
to treat of peace. 
Al Beidawi explains the paffa 

ty another ftory: telling 

‘Acrema Ebn Abi Jahl marching fram 
Mecca at the head of five hundred 
‘nen to al Hodeibiya, Mohammed 
tent againft him Khaled Ebn al Wa- 
lid, with a detachment, who drove 


(1) See the Prelim 
Vou. II. 


> And hindered the offering being 
detained, that it fhould not arrive at 
be Paes where it ought to be facri- 
iced. |—Mohammed’s intent, in the 
expedition of al Hodeibiya, being 
only to vifit the temple of Mecca in 
a peaceable manner, and to offer a 
facrifice in the valley of Mina, ac- 
cording to the efablifhed rites, he 
carried beafts with him for that 
purpofe; but was not permitted by 
the Koreifh either to enter the tem- 
ple, or to go to Mina. 

.© When the unbelievers had put in 
thelr hearts an effe&ted precifenefs 


*&cN—This paflage was occafioned 


by the ftiffnefs of Sohail and his 
companions, in wording the treaty 
concluded with Mohammed: fer 
when the prophet ordered Ali to 


. Dife. fet. Il. p. 69, 
Bb 


hepin 
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word of pjety“, and they were the moft worthy of 
the fame, and the molt deferving thereof: for Gop 


knoweth all things. 


Now hath Gop in truth veri- 


fied unto his apoftle the vifion*, wherein he faid, Ye 
fhall furely enter the holy temple of Mrcca, if Gop 
pleafe, in full fecurity; having your heads fhaved, 
and your hair cut‘: ye fhall not fear: for GOD 
knoweth that which ye know not; and he hath ap- 
pointed you, befides this, a fpcedy victory * It is 
he who hath fent his apoftle with the direétion, and 
the religion of truth; that he may exalt the fame 
above every rehgion: and Gop isa fufficient witnefs 


begin with the form, In the name of 
the moft merciful Gon, they oljeA- 
ed to it, and infified that he fhould 
begin with this, In thy name, O 
Gop; which Mohammed fubmitted 
to, and proceeded to dictate, Thele 
arc the conditions on which Moham- 
med the apoftle of Gop has made 
peace with thofe of Mecca: to this 
Sohai) again objefted, faying, If 
we had acknowledged thee to be the 
apofile of Gon we had not given 
tnee any oppofition ; whereupon Mo- 
hammed ordered Ali to write, as 
Sohail defired, Thefe are the condi- 
tions which Mohammed the fon of 
Abda’jlah, &c. But the Moflems 
were fo difgufted thereat, that the 
were on the point of breaking off 
the treaty, and had fallen on the 
Meccans, had not Gon appealed 
and calmed their minus; as it fol- 
tows inthe text (1). 

The terms of this pacification 
were, that there fhould be a truce 
for ten years ; that any perion might 
enter into league either with Mo- 
hammed, or with the Koreifh, as he 
fhoutd think fit; and that Moham- 
med fhould have the liberty to vifit 
the temple of Mecca the next year, 
for three days (2). : 

¢ The word of piety. J—1. e. The 
Mohammedan profeflion o : 
or the Bifmillah, and the words, 


(1) Al Bernawr. V. Asc'rr. vit. Moh. p. 8-. 
V. Asu’is. vit. Moh. p. 84, 87. 


fa) Al Betpawt, JALLALO’DOIN. 


Mohammed the apoftle of Gon, 
which were rejetted by the infidels. 
¢ The vifion. |—Or dream which 
Mohammed had at Medina, before 
he fet out for al Hodeibiya; wherein 
he dreamed, that he and his com- 
panions entered Mecca in fecurity, 
with their heads fhaven, and their 
hair cut. This dream, being im- 
arted by the prophet to his fol- 
owers, occafioned a great deal of 
joy among them; and they {fup- 
pofed it would be fulfilled that fame 
year: but when they faw the truce 
concluded, which fruftrated their 
eapectation for that time, they were 
oe concerned ; whereupon this 
paflage was revealed for their con- 
folation, confirming the vifion, 
which was not to be fulfilled till 
the year after, when Mohammed 
performed the vifitation diftinguifh- 
ed by the addition of al Kada, or 
completun, becaufe he then com- 
pleted the vifitation of the former 
vear, when the Korcifh not permit- 
ting him to enter Mecca, he was 
obliged to kill his viGtims, and to 
fhave himfelf at al Hodetbiya (3). 

f Having your heads fhaved, and 
your hair cut.J—i. e. Some being 
fhaved, and others having only their 
hair cut. 

& A fpeedy vidory.]—viz. The 
taking of Khaibar. 


(2) Iidem. 


hereof. 
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hereof. Monammep is the apoftle of Gop: and 
thofe who are with him are fierce againft the unbe- 
lievers, but compaffionate towards one another. 
Thou mayeft fee them bowing down, proftrate, 
feeking a recompenfe from Gop, and his good will. 
Their figns are in their faces, being marks of fre- 
quent proftration. This is their defcription in the 
pentateuch, and their defcription in the gofpel: 
they are as feed which putteth forth its ftalk, and 
ftrengtheneth it, and {welleth in the ear, and rifeth 
upon its ftem; giving delight unto the fower. Such 
are the Moflems defcribed to be: that the infidels may 
{well with indignation at them. Gop hath promifed 
unto fuch of them as believe, and do good works, 
pardon and a great reward. 


CHAP. XLIX. 


Intitled, The inner Apartments; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


True believers, anticipate not any matter in the 

fight of Gop and his apoftle": and fear Gop ; 
for Gop both heareth and knoweth. O true believers, 
raife not your voices above the voice of the pro- 
phet'; neither fpeak loud unto him in difcourfe, as 
ye fpeak loud unto one another, left your works be- 
come vain, and ye perceive it not. Verily they 
who lower their voices in the prefence of the apoftle 


of Gop, are thofe whofe 


* Anticipate not any matter, &c.] 
—That is, Do not preCume to give 
your own decifion in any cafe, be- 
fore ye have received the judgment 
of Gop and his apoftle. 

' Raife not your voices above the 
voice of the prophet.]—This_verfe 
13 faid to have been occafioned by a 


hearts Gop hath difpofed 


difpute between Abu Becr and O.- 
malig concerning the appointing of @ 
governor of a certain place; in 
which they raifed their voices fo 
high, in the prefence of the apofile, 
thatit was thought proper to forbid 
fuch indecencies for the future (1). 


(1) Jarraco’ppin, 


R bo 


unto 


unto piety: they fhall obtain pardon and a great 
reward. As to thofe who call unto thee from with 
out the inner apartments*; the greater part of them 
do not underftand the refpeét due to thee. If they 
wait with patience, until thou come forth unto them. 
it will certainly be better for them: but Gop is in 
clined to forgive, and merciful. O true belicvers, 1° 
a wicked man come unto you with a tale, inguirc 
{trily into the truth thereof; left ye hurt peopk 
through ignorance, and afterwards repent of what 
ye have done': and know that the apoltle of Gop 1 
among you: if he fhould obey you in many things. 
ve would certainly be guilty of a crime, in leadin;. 
him intoa mifflakc. But Gop hath made the fait. 
amiable unto you, and hath prepared the fame i: 
your hearts; and hath rendered infidelity, and ini- 
quitv, and difobedicnce hateful unto you. Theft 
are they who walk im the right way ; through mercy 
from Gon, and grace: and Gon is knowing, anc 
wile. If two parties of the believers contend with 
one another, do ye endeavour to compofe the matter 
between them: and if the one of them offer an inful: 
unto the other, fight againft that party which offered 
the infult, until they return unto the judgment of 
Gop; and if they do return, make peace between 
them with equity: and att with juftice; for Gop 


Citar. 49. 


k Thofe who call unto thee from 
without the mner apartments, &c.]= 
Thefe, they fav, were Oyeyna Fbn 
¥ofein, and al) Akra Ebn Habes; 
who wanting to {peak with Moham- 
med, when he was flecping at noon 
in his women’s apartment, had the 
radenefs to call out feveral times, 
Mohammed, come forth to us (1). 

' Wawicked man come unto you 
with atale, &e.J—This paflage was 
accafioned, it is fard, bv the fol- 
lowing accident. Al Walid Ebn Ok- 
ha being fent by Mohammed to col- 
{e@ the alms from the tribe of al 


(1) Al Bersawr. 


Moftalek, when he faw them come 
out to meet him in preat numbers. 
grew apprchenfive they defigned him 
fome mifchicf, becaufe of paft enmi. 
tv between him and them in the time 
of ignorance, and immediately turn- 
ed hack, and told the prophet they 
refufed to pay their alms, and at- 
tempted to kill him; upon which 
Mohammed was thinking to reduce 
them hy force : but on fending Kha 

led Ebn al Walid to them, he founa 
his former meffenger had wronged 
them, and that they continued 1: 

their obedience (2), 


(2) Idem, Jaca 


‘ lovet!: 
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loveth thofe who a& juftly™. Verily the true be- 
lievers are brethren: wherefore reconcile your bre- 
thren; and fear Gop, that ye may obtain mercy. 
© truc believers, let not men laugh other men to 
{corn; who peradventure may be better than them- 
{elves: neither let women laugh other women to 
{corn; who may poffibly be better than them- 
{elves. Neither defame one another; nor call one 
another by opprobrious appellations. An ill name it is 
to be charged with wickednefs, after having embraced 
the faith: and whofo repenteth not, they will be the 
unjuft doers". O true believers, carefully avoid 
entertaining a fufpicion of another: for fome fufpici- 
ons are acrime. Inquire not too curioufly into other 
men’s failings: neither let the one of you {peak ill of 
another in his abfence. Would any of you defire 
to eat the flefh of his dead brother ? Surely ye would 
abhor it. And fear Gop: for Gop is eafy to be re- 
conciled, and merciful. OO men, verily we have 
created you of a male and a female; and we have 
diftributed you into nations, and tribes, that ye 
might know one another. Verily the moft honoura- 
ble of you, in the fight of Gop, 1s the moft pious of 
you: and Gop is wife and knowing. The Arass 
of the defert® fay, We believe, Anfwer, Ye do by 

no 


m If two parties of the believers 
contend, &c. j-—This verfe is fuppo- 
fed to have been occafioned by a fray, 
which happened between the tribes 
of al Aws and al Khazraj. Some 
relate, that the gee one day 
riding on an afs, as he palled near 
Abda’lHah Ebn Obba, the afs chanced 
to flale, at which Ebn Obba Nopped 
his nofe ; and Ebn Rawaha faid to 
him, By Gon, the pifs of his afs 
fells weeter than thy mufk: where- 
upon a quarrel enfued between their 
followers, and they came to blows, 
though they ftruck one another only 
with their hands and flippers, or 
with palm-branches (1). 


Bb 
(2) Al Bzipaws, Sce Prid, Life of Moham. p. 


(t) Tidem, 
baa, &c. 


" Neither let women laugh other 
women to fcorn, &c. JeIt is faid, that 
this verfe was revealed on account 
of Safiya Bint Hoyai, one of the pro- 
pte wives; who came to her 

ufband and complained that the 
women faid to her, O thou Jewels, 
the daughter ofa Jew andof a Jewefs: 
to which he anfwered, Canft thou 
not fay, Aaron is mv father, and 
Moles is my uncle, and Mohammed 
is my hufband (2) ? 

° The Arabs of the defert, &c.J- 
Thefle were certain of the tribe of 
Afad, whocame to Medina in a year 
of fcarcity, and having profeffed 
Mohammedifm, told the prophet that 

3 they 


390 AL KORAN. 


no means believe; but fay, We have embraced 
Istam?: for the faith hath not yet entered into your 
hearts. Ifye obey Gop and his apoftle, he will not 
defraud you of any part of the merit of your works : 
for Gop 1s inclined to forgive, and merciful. Verily 
the true believers are thofe only who believe in Gop 
and his apoftle, and afterwards doubt not; and who 
employ their fubftance and their perfons in the de- 
fence of Gon’s true religion: thefe are they who 
{peak fincerely. Say, Will ye inform Gop concern- 
ing your religion’? But Gop knoweth whatever is 
in heaven and.in earth: for Gop is omnifcient. 
They upbraid thee that they have embraced Isiam. 
Anfwer, Upbraid me not with your having em- 
braced Istam: rather Gop upbraideth you, that he 
hath direéted you to the faith'; if ye {pcak fincerely. 
Verily Gop knoweth the fecrets of heaven and earth: 
and Gop bcholdeth that which ye do. 


Cua. 49. 


they had brought all their goods 
and their families, and would not 
oppofe him, as fome other tribes had 
done: and this they faid to obtain 
a part of the alms, and to upbraid 
him with their having embraced his 
seligion and Be 

r Anfwer, Ye doby no means be- 
lieve: but fay, We have embraced 
Iflam.J—That is, Ye ate not fincere 
believers, but outward profeflors 
only of the true religion, 


1 Will ve inform Gon concerning 
your religion? J—i. e. Will ye pres 
tend to deceive him, by faying ye are 
true believers ? 

* Gop upbraideth you, that he 
hath dire@led you to the faith. |-The 
obligation being not on Gon’s fide, 
but on yours, for that he has fa. 
voured you fo far as to guide you 
into the true faith, if ye are fincere 
believers. 


‘y) Idem. 


CHAP. 


Car. £0: Ar KORAN. 


C HAP L 
Intitled, K; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


* By the glorious Koran: verily they won. 

e dcr that a preacher from among themlelves is 
come unto them; and the unbelievers fay, This is a 
wonderful thing: after we fhall be dead, and be- 
come duft, fhall we return to life? This is a return 
remote from thought. Now we know what the 
earth confumeth of them; and with us is a book 
which keepeth an account thereof. But they charge 
falfehood on the truth, after it hath come unto them: 
wherefore they are plunged in a confufed bufinefs *, 
Do they not look up to the heaven above them, and 
confider how we have raifed it, and adorned it ; and 
that there are no flaws therein? We have alfo fpread 
forth the earth, and thrown thereon mountains firmly 
rooted’: and we caufe every beautiful kind of vege- 
tables to fpring up therein; for a fubje& of medita- 
tion, and ah admonition unto every man who turneth 
unto us. And we fend down rain as a bleffing from 
heaven, whereby we caufe gardens to {pring forth, 
and the grain of harveft, and tall palm-trees having 
branches laden with dates hanging one above another, 
as a provifion for mankind; and we thereby quicken 
a dead country: fo fhall be the coming forth of the 


* Some imagine that this letter is 
eiuenes to exprefs the mountain 
Kaf, which féeveral eaftern writers 
fancy encorhpaffes the whole world 
(1). Others fay it ftands for Kada 
al amr, i.e. The matter is decreed, 
viz, the chaftifement of the infidels. 
See the Prelim, Difc. fed. III. p. 
78, &c. 


(1) V. D’'Hexszx. Bibl, Orient. Art. Caf, 
Bb 4 


JALLAL. 


* They are plunged in a confufed 
bufipnefs.]—Not knowing what cer- 
tainly to affirm of the Koran; call- 
ing it fometimes a piece of poetry, 
at other times a piece of forcery, and 
at other umes a piece of divination, 


C. 
* See chap. 16. p. 77. and chap. 
$1. p- 269, 


(2) Al Bgrpawi, 
dead 
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dead from their graves. The people of Noau, and 
thofe who dwelt at Au Rass”, and Tuamup, and 
Ap, and Puaraou acculed the prophets of impoiture 
before the. Meccans; and alfo the brethren of Lor, 
and the inhabitants of the wood near Mipian, and 
the people of Tossa*: all thefc accufed. the apoltles 
of nnpofture ; wherefore the judgments which I threat- 
ened were jufily inflicted on them.’ » Is our ‘power ex- 
haufted by the firlk creauon? Yea; they are in & 
perplexity, becaufe: of a new creation which is fore- 
told them, namely, the raifing of the dead. ' We cre- 
ated .man, and: we know. what his foul whifpereth 
within him ; and we are nearer to him than his jugu- 
lar vein. : When the two angels deputed to take ac- 
count of a man’s behaviour, take an account thereof ; 
one fitting on the right-hand, and the other on the 
left: he uttereth not a word, but there is with him a 
watcher, ready to note it’. And the agony of death 
fhall come. in truth: this, O man, is what thou 
foughteft to -avoid. And the trumpet fhall found: 
this will be the day which hath been thveatened. 
And every foul fhall come ; and therewith fhall be a 
driver and a witnefs*. And the former fhall fay unto 
the unbeliever, Thou was negligent heretofore of 


w See chap. 25. p- 205. 

x See chap. 44. p. 365. . 

y When oe two angels deputed to 
take account of a man’s behaviour, 
‘&c.}—The intent of the paflage is to 
exalt the omnifcience of Gov ; who 
wants not the information of -the 
guardiah angels, tho’ he has thought 

t, in his wifdom_ to give them 
that employment : ‘for if they are fo 
exaat as to write down every word 
which falls from a man’s mouth, 
liow can we hope to efcape the ob- 
fervation of him who fees our in- 
moft thoughts ? 

The Mohammedans have a ‘tradi- 
tion that the angel who notcg a 
man’s good actions, has the com- 
mand over him who notes his evil 


(1) Idem. 


a€tions ; and that when a man does 
a good aétion, the ange! of the right- 
hand writes it down ten tumes, and 


‘when he commits an il ation, the 


fame angel fays to the angel of thé 
left hand, Forbear fetting it down 
for {even hours ; peradventure he may 
pray, or may afk pardon (1). 
« A driver and a witnefs. ]—i. e. 
Two angels, one ating as a fer- 
jeant, to bring every perfon before 
the tubunal; and the other pre- 
ared as a witnefs, to teflify either 
for or againft him. Some fay the 
former will be the guardian angel 
who took down his evil aétions, and 
the other the angel who took down 
his good Rinse 


2). 


(2) Idem, 
this 
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this: dav : but we have removed thy veil from off 
thee ; and thy fight is become piercing this day. And 
nis companion fhall fay, This is what 1s ready with 
me to be attefted. And GOD fhall fay, Caft into hell 
every unbcliever, and perverfe perion, and every one 
who forbad good, and every tranlgreffor, and doubter 
of the faith, who fet up another god with the true 
Gop; and caft him into a grievous torment. His 
companion® fhall fay, OQ Lorp, I did not feduce 
him; but he was in a wide error®. GOD fhall fay, 
Wrangle not in my prefence: fince I threatened you 
pefore-hand with the torments which ye now fee pre- 
pared for you. The fentence is not changed with me: 
neither do I treat my fervants unjultly. On that day 
we will fay unto hell, Art thou full? and it fhall 
an{wer, Is there yet any addition’. And paradife 
fhall be brought near unto the pious; and it fhall be 
{aid unto them, This is what ye have been promifed ; 
unto every onc who turned himfelf unto GOD, and 
kept his commandments ; who feared the Merciful in 
fecret, and came unto him with a converted heart: 
enter the fame in peace: this is the day of eternity. 
Therein fhall they have whatever they fhall defire; 
and there will be a fuperabundant addition of blifs 
with us“, How many generations have we def{troycd 
before the Meccaws, which were more mighty than 
they in ftrength? Pafs, therefore, through the re- 
gions of the earth, and fee whether there be any re- 
fuge from our vengeance ? Verily herein is an admo- 
nition unto him who hath a heart to underftand, or 


* His companion. ]—viz. The de- 
vil which fhall be chained to him. 
© T did not feduce him, &c.]~This 
will be the anfwer of the devil, 
whom the wicked perfon will accufe 
as his feducer: for the devil has no 
power over a man, tocaufe him to 
do evil; any otherwife than by fug- 
gefling what is agreeable to his cor- 
yapt inclinations /1). 
Is there yet any addition? |—i. c. 


Are there yet any more condemned 
to this place ; or is my fpace to be 
enlarged and rendered more capa- 
cious to receive them ? 

‘The commentators fuppofe hell 
will be quite filled at the day of 
judgment; according to that repeat- 
ed expreffion in the Koran, Verily 
Iwill fill hell with you, &c. 

4 See the Prelim. Difc. {e&. IV. 
P- 132, 133 


{1) See chap, 14. p. 64, &e, 


giveth . 
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giveth car, and is prefent with an attentive mind. We 
created the heavens and the earth, and whatever is 
between them, in fix days; and no wearinefs af 
fected us‘. Wherefore patiently fuffer what they 
fay ‘, and celebrate the praife of thy Lorn before 
fun-rife, and before fun-fet, and praife him in fome 
part of the night: and perform the additional parts 
of worfhip®. And hearken unto the day whereon 
the cricr fhall call men to judgment from a near 
place": the day whereon they fhall hear the voice of 
the trumpet in truth: this wi!l be the day of men’s 
coming forth from their graves: we give life, and we 
caufe to dic; and unto us fhall be the return of all 
creatures: the day whereon the earth fhall fuddenly 
cleave in funder over them, ‘This will be an affem- 
bly eafy for us to aflemble. We well know what the 
unbelievers fay ; and thou art not fent to compel them 
forcibly to the faith. Wherefore warn, by the Ko- 


CHar. f6, 


RAN, him who feareth my threatening. 


* And no wearinefs affe&ted us. ]- 
This was revealed in anfwer to the 
Jews, who faid that Gop refted 
from his work of creation on the 
feventh day, and reeled himfelf 
on his throne, as one fatigued (1). 

f Wherefore patiently fuffer what 
they ay as Bither what the 
idolaters fay, in denying the refur- 
reGtion; or the Jews, in {peaking 
indecently of Gon. 

s The additional parts of wor- 
fhip.}—Thefe are the two inclina- 
tious ufed aftcr the evening pray- 
er, which are not neceflary, or of 
precept, but voluntary, and of fu- 
pererogation; and may therefore 


(1) Al Bstpaws, Jaurar, 


be added, or omitted indifferently. 

® When the crier fhall_ call. men 
to judgment fiom a near place. ]—— 
That is from a place whence every 
creature may equally hear the call. 
This place, it is fuppofed, will be 
the mountain of the temple of Je- 
rufalem, which fome fancy to be 
mB heaven than any other part 
of the earth; whence IHfralil wil) 
found the trumpet, and Gabriel will 
make the following proclamation, 
O ye rotten bones, and torn flefh, 
and difperfed hairs, Gon command. 
eth you to be gathered together in 
judgment (2). 


(2) lidem,. 
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CHAP. Bi. 


cH AP. LI. 


[ntitled, The Difperfing ; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the winds difperfing and {cattering the duft'; 

and by the clouds bearing a load of rain*; by 
the fhips running fwiftly in the fea’; and by the an- 
sels who diftribute things neccflary for the fupport of 
all creatures™: verily that wherewith ye are threatened 
is certainly true; and the laft judgment will furely 
come. By the heavens furnifhed with paths*; ye 
widely differ in what ye fay*. He will be turned 
afide from the faith, who fhall be turned afide by the 
divine decree. Curfed be the liars ; who wade in deep 
waters of ignorance, negle€ting their falvation. They 
fk, When will the day of judgment come? On that 
day fhall they be burned in hell-fire ; and it fhall be 
iaid unto them, Tafte your punifhment ; this is what 
ye demanded to be haitened. But the pious fhall 
‘well among gardens and fountains, receiving that 
which their Lorn fhall give them; becaufe they 
were righteous doers before this day. They flept but 
a {mall part of the night’; and early in the morning 
they afked pardon of GOD: and a due portion of 
their wealth was given unto him who afked, and 


i By the winds difperfing the duf. ] a the heavens furnifhed with 
-—Or, By the women who bring pathos e. The paths or orbs of 
forth or fcatter children, &c. the ftars; or the ftreaks which ap- 

* By the clouds bearing a load of pear in the ftky like paths, being 
rain.J—Or, By the women bearing thin and extended clouds. 

° Ye widely differ in what ye 


a burden in their womb, or the ! 
winds bearing the clouds, &c. fay.]—Concerning Mohammed, or 
the Koran, or the refurre&tion and 


* By the fhips running f{wiftly in 
the fea.J—Or, By the winds paffing 
fwiftly inthe air, or the ftars mov- 
sng {wiftly in their courfes, &c. 

™ By the angels who diftribute 
-hings, &c.J]——Or, By the winds 
which diftributc the rain, &c, 


day of judgment; fpeaking variouf- 
ly and inconfiftently of them. 

P They flept but a {mall part of the 
night. ]—Spending the greater part 
in prayer, and religious meditation. 


unto 


AAVIL 
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unto him who was forbidden by fhame to afk. There 
are figns of the divine power and goodnefs in the earth, 
unto men of found underftanding ; and alfo in your 
ownlelves: will ye not thercfore confider? Your fuf- 
tenance isin the heaven; and alfo that which ye are 
promifed’, Wherefore by the Lorn of hcaven and 
earth I fwear that this is certainly the truth; accord- 
ing to what yourfelves {pcak', Hath not the ftory 
of Asratan’s honoured guefts* come to thy know- 
ledge? When they went in unto him, and faid, 
Peace: he anfwered, Pcacc; faying within him{clf, 
Thefe are unknown people. And he went privately 
unto his family, and brought a fatted calf. And he 
{ct it before them, and when he faw they touched it 
not, he faid, Do ye not eat? And he began to en- 
tertain a fear of them. They faid, Fear not'; and 
they declared unto him the promife of a wife youth, 
And his wife drew near with exclamation, and fhe 
fmote her face"; and faid, I am an old woman, and 
barren. The angels anfwered, Thus faith thy Lorn: 
verily he is the wife, the knowing.* And Asranam 
faid unto them, What is your errand, therefore, O 
meflengers of GOD? They anfwered, Verily we are 
{cnt unto a wicked people: that we may fend down 
upon them ftones of baked clay, marked from thy 
Lop, for the deftruction of tranfgreffogs. And we 
brought forth the true believers who were in the city: 
but we found not therein more than one family of 
Moflems. And we overthrew the fame, and left a 


Cuar. 51, 


_ *Yourfaftenance isin the heaven; 
and alfo that which ye are promil- 


"ed J—1, e. Your food cometh from 


above, whence proceedcth the change 
of feafons and rain; and your future 
r'ward is alfo there, that 1s to fay, 
in paradife, which 1s fituated above 
the feven heavens. 

'" According to what yourfelves 
Speak. }-Thatis, Without any doubt 
or seferved meaning, as ye affirm a 
truth unto one another. 

' See chup. a1. p. 26, 27. and 


chap. 15. p. 72. 

¢ They fad, Fear not J—Some 
add, That to remove Abraham’s 
fear, Gabriel, who was one of thefe 
Rrangers, touched the calf with 
his wing, and it immediately rofe 
up and walked to its dam; upon 
which Abraham knew them to be the 
meflengeis of Gon (1). 

« And fhe finote her face. ]-This, 
fome pretend, The did for ihame ; 
becaufe fhe felt her courles coming 
upon her, 


(1) Al Berpaws 


fign 
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fien therein unto thofe who dread the fevere chaftife- 
ment of GOD. In Mosss alfo was a fign: when we 
fent him unto PHaraon with manifeft powcr. But 
he turned back, with his princes, faying, This man 
is a forcerer, ora madman. Wherefore we took him 
and his forces, and caft them into the fea: and he 
was one worthy of reprehenfion. And in the tribe of 
Ap alfo was a fign: when we fent again{t them a de- 
ftroying wind’; it touched not ought, whercon it 
came, but it rendered the fame as a thing rotten and 
reduced to duft. In Tuamup likewile was a fion : 
when it was faid unto them, Enjoy yourfelves for a 
time*. But they infolently tranfgreff[ed the com- 
mand of their Lory: wherefore a terrible noile from 
heaven affailed them, while they looked on’; and 
thev were not able to ftand on their feet, neither did 
they fave themfelves from deftruction. And the peo- 
ple of Noan did we deftroy before thefe: for they 
were a people who cnormoufly tranfgrefled. We 
have built the heaven with might; and we have 
given it a large extent: and we have {tretched forth 
the earth beneath; and how cvenly have we fpread 
the fame! And of every thing have we created two 
kinds’; that peradventure ye may conlider. Fly, 
therefore, unto Gop; verily I am a public warner 
unto you, from him. And fet not up another god 
with the true Gop: verily I ama public warner unto 
you, from him. In like manner there came no apoftle 
unto their predeceffors, but they faid, This man is a 
magician, or a madman. Have they bequeathed 
this behaviour fucceffively the one to the other? Yea; 
they are a people who enormoufly tranfgrefs. Where- 
fore withdraw from them; and thou fhalt not be 
blameworthy in fo doing. Yet continue to admonifh: 

~ See chap. 7. p. 197, &c. male and female; the heaven and 

x For a time.J—i. ¢. For three theearth; the fun and the moon; 


days. Seechap. 11. p. 26. _ Tight and darknefs ; plains and moun- 
¥ While they looked on.J~Forthis tains; winter und fummer; fweet 


calamity happened in the day-time. and bitter, &c. /1), 
* Two kinds.]—As for example: 


(1) 


for 


for admonition profiteth the truce believers. I have 
not created genii and men for any other end than that 
they fhould ferve me. I require not any fuftenance 
from them; neither will I that they feed me. Verily 
Gop is he who provideth for all creatures; poffefled 
of mighty power. Unto thofe who fhall injure our 
apoftle fhall be given a portion like unto the portion of 
thofe who behaved like them in times paft; and they 
fhall not wifh the fame to be haftened. Woe there- 
fore, to the unbelievers, becaufe of their day with 
which they are threatened ! 


Cup, 52, 


CHAP. LIL. 
Intitled, The Mountain; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the mountain of Sinai; and by the book 
written in an expanded {croll*; and by the 
vifited houfe; and by the elevated roof of heaven ; 
and by the fwelling ocean: verily the punifhment of 
thy Lorn will furely defcend; there fhall be none to 
with-hold it. On that day the heaven fhall be fhaken, 
and fhall reel; and the mountains fhall walk and 
pafs away. And on that day woe be unto thofe who 
accufed GOD?’s apoftles of impofture; who amufed 
themfelves in wading in vain difputes! On that day 
fhall they be driven and thruft into the fire of hell; 
and it fhall be faid unto them, This is the fire which 
ye denied as afiction. Is this a magic illufion? Or 
* By the book, &c.]—The book 
here intended, according to dille- 
rent opinions, is ether the book or 
repifter wherein every man’s aflions 


are recorded ; or the book of the law, 
which was written by Gon, Moles 


& The vifited houfe.]—i. e. The 
Caaba, fo much vifited by pilgrims ; 
or, as fome rather think, the ori- 
ginal model of that houfe in heaven, 
called al Dorah, which is vifited 
and compafled by the angels, as the 


hearing the creaking of the pen; or 
ele the Koran (1). - 


-(1) Al Zamaku. Ai Berpawr. 
. ps 154. 


other 1s by men (2). 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. 
da 
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do ye not fee? Enter the fame to be {corched : whe- 
‘her ye bear your torments patiently, or impatiently, 
it will be equal unto you: ye fhall furely receive the 
reward of that which ye have wrought. But the 
pious fhall dwell amidft gardens and pleafures; de- 
lighting themfelves in what their Lorp fhall have 
given them: and their Lorp fhall deliver them from 
the pains of hell. And it fhall be faid unto them, Eat 
and drink with eafy digeftion; becaufe of that which 
ve have wrought: leaning on couches difpofed in 
order: and we will efpoufe them unto virgins having 
large black eyes. And unto thofe who believe, and 
whofe offspring follow them in the faith, we will 
;0in their offspring in paradife: and we will not di- 
minifh unto them ought of the merit of their works. 
(Every man is given in pledge for that which he fhall 
have wrought*.) And we will give them fruits in 
abundance, and flefh of the kinds which they fhall 
defire, They fhall prefent unto one another therein 
a cup of wine, whercin there fhall be no vain dif- 
courfe, nor any incitement unto wickednefs. And 
ouths appointed to attend them, fhall go round them : 
Leautiful as pearls hidden in their fhell. And they 
fhall approach unto one another, and fhall afk mu- 
ital queftions. And they fhall fay, Verily we were 
heretofore amidft our family, in great dread with 
regard to our ftate after death: but Gop hath been 
gracious unto us, and hath dclivered us from the 
ain of burning fire: for we called on him hereto- 
tore; and he is the bencficent, the merciful. Where- 
tore do thou, O prophet, admonifh thy people. Thou 
art not, by the grace of thy Lorn, a {oothfayer, or 
amadman. Do they fay, He is a poct: we wait, 
concerning him, fome adverfe turn of fortune? Say, 
Wait ye my ruin: verily I wait, with you, the time 
of your deftruétion. Do their mature underftandings 


bid them fay this; or are they people who perverfely 


© Every man is sive in pledge for Gop for his behaviour: ard if he 
that which he fhall have wrought.J~ does well, he redeems his pledge ; 
1. g. Every man is pledged unto butif evil, he forfeits it. 


tran{erefs 3 
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tranfgrefs ? Do they fay, He hath forged the Koran? 
Verily they believe not. Let them produce a dif- 
courfe like unto it, if they fpeak truth. Were they 
created by nothing; or’ were they the creators of 
themfelves? Did they create the heavens and the earth ? 
Verily they are not firmly perfuaded that GOD hath 
created them’, Arc the flores of thy Lorp mm their 
hands? Are they the fupreme difpenfers of all things? 
Have they a ladder, whcreby they may afcend to hea- 
ven, and hear the difcourfes of the angcls? Let one, 
therefore, who hath heard them, produce an evident 
proof thereof. Hath GOD daughters, and have ye 
fons*? Doft thou afk them a reward for thy preach- 
wg? but they arc laden with debts. Are the fecrets 
of futurity with them; and do they tranfcribe the 
fame from the table of GOD's decrees? Do they feek 
to lay a plot againft thee? But the unbelievers are they 
who fhall be circumvented’, Have they any god, 
befides Gop ? Far be Gon exalted above the idols 
which they affociate with him! If they fhould fee a 
fragment of the heaven falling down upon them. they 
would fay, It is only a thick cloud®. Whercfore 
leave hen: until they arnive at their day whercin 
they fhall fwoon for fear’: a day, in which their 
fubtle contrivances fhall not avail them at all, neither 
fhall they be proteéted. And thofe who a6 unjuftly 


Cuap. £2, 


{hall furcly {uffer another 


4 They are not firmly per:fuaded 
that Gop hath created them. sage 
though they confefs this with their 
tongues, yet they deny it by their 
averfenefs to render him his due 


worthip. 
© See chap. 16. p. 82, &c. 
f See chap. 8. p. 228, &c. 


® Ifthcy fhould fee a fragment of 
the heaven falling down on them, 
&c.J—This was one of the judg- 
ments which the idolatrous M¢ccans 
defied Mohammed to bring ‘down 
vas them ; and yet, fays the text, 

they fhould fee a part of the hea- 


(xs) Al Besnawz, 
(3) Al Berpawi, 


punifhment befides this': 


ven falling on them, they would not 
believe it all they” weie crufhed to 
death by it (1). 

h The dav whercinthey fhall fwoon 
for fear. J—1. e. At the firfl found of 
th: trumpet (2). 

i Another punifhmenthefides this. ] 
—Thatis, Befides the punifhment to 
which they fhall be doomed at the 
dav of judgment, they hall be pre- 
vioufly chaflifed by calamities. in 
this life, as the flaughter at Bedr, 
and the feven vears famine, and 
alfo after their death, by the exae 
mination of tHe fepulchre (3). 


(®) Sce the Prelim. Dif. fe&. IV. p. ok. 109. 


but 


CaP. 53. Av KORAN. 401 


but the greater part of them do not underftand. And 
wait thou patiently the judgment of thy Lorp con- 
cerning them; for thou art in our eye: and celebrate 
the praife of thy Lorp, when thou rifeft up; and 
praife him in the night-feafon, and when the ftars 
begin to difappear. 


CHAP. LIU. 
Intitled, The Star; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the ftar*, when it fetteth'; your companion 

MouaAmMep errcth not, nor is he led altray: 
neither doth he {peak of his own will. It is no other 
than a revelation, which hath becn revealed unto him. 
One righty in power, endued with underftanding, 
taugnt it him™: and he appeared in® the higheit 
part of the horizon. Afterwards he approached the 
prophet°, and drew near unto him; until he was at 
the diftance of two bows Icngth? from him, or yet 
nearer: and he revealed unto his fervant that which 
he revealed. The heart of Monammep did not 
falfely reprefent that which he faw%. Will ye there- 
fore difpute with him concerning that which he faw ? 


He alfo faw him another 


k By the flar.]—Some fu pofe the 
flars in general, and others the 
Pleiades in particular, to be meant 
in this place. 

1 When it fetteth. ]—Or, accord- 
ing to a contrary fignification of the 
verb here ufed, when it rifeth. 

m One mighty in power, &c. 
Namely, the angel Gabriel. 

" He appeared.J—In his natural 
form, in which Goo created him, 
and in the eaftern part of the thy. 
It is faid that this angel appeared in 
his proper fhape to none of the pro- 


Vout. IT, 


Cec 


time, by the lote-tree be- 


phets, except Mohammed; and to 
him only twice: once when he re- 
ceived the firft revelation of the Ko- 
ran, and a fecond time when he took 
his night-journey to heaven; as it 
follows in the text, 

¢ Afterwards he approached. j-In 
a human fhape. 

P Two bows length. J]—Or, as the 
word alfo fignifies, two cubits length. 

4 The heart of Mohammed did 
not falfely reprefent that which he 
fay, ]—But he faw it in reality. 


yond 
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ond which there is no paffing': near it is the gar- 
den of eternal abode. When the lote-tree covered 
that which it covered‘, his eye-fight turned not afide, 
neither did it wander: and he really beheld fome of 
the greateft figns of his Lorp*. What think ye of 
Auiat, and At Uzza, and Manan, that other 
third goddefs*? Have ye male children, and Gop 
female”? This, therefore, is an unjuft partition. 
They are no other than empty names, which ye and 
your fathers have named goddeffes. God hath not re- 
vealed concerning them any thing to authorize their 
worfhip. They follow no other than a vain opinion, 
and what their fouls defire: yet hath the true direc- 
tion come unio them from their Lorn. Shall man 
have whatever he wifheth for*? ‘The life to come, 
and the prefent life, are Gon’s: and how many an- 
gels focver there be in the heavens, their interceffion 
{hall be of no avail, unti] after Gop fhall have granted 
permiffion unto whom he fhail pleafe and fhall ac- 
cept. Verily they who belicve not in the life to 
come, give unto the angels a female appellation. 


Crap. 63, 


* The Jote-tree beyond which there 
is no paffing. }——TThis tree, fay the 
eommentators, flands in the feventh 
heaven, on the right-hand of the 
throne of Gor; and is the utmoft 
bounds beyond which the angels 
themfelves mufl not pals; or, as fome 
rather imagine, beyond which no 
creature’s knowledge can extend. 

* When the lote-tree covered that 
which it covered. }—The words feem 
to fignify, that what was under this 
nee, exceeded all defcription and 
number. Some fuppufe the whole 
hoft of angels worfhipping beneath 
it. (1) are intended; and others, the 
birds which fit on its branches (2). 

t And he beheld fome of the great- 
eft figns of his Lorp.]—Seeing the 
wonders both of the fenfible and in- 
telleétual world (3). 





(1) Idem. 2 
(4) Set. L. p.23, &e. (2) 


Jarvaro’ppin- ° 
(5) Al Barpawr, Janiaro’apin. 


“ What think ve of Allat, and al 
Uzza, and Manah. ]—~—Thofe were 
three idols of the ancient Arabs, of 
which we have fpoken in the Pre- 
liminary Difcourfe (4). 

As to the blafphemy which fome 
pretend Muhammed once uttered, 
through inadvertence, as he was 
reading this chapter, fee chap. ge, 
p- 174. not. *. 

« See chap. 16. p. 82, &c. 

* Shall man have whatever he 
wifheth for? J—1. e. Shall he diate 
to Gop, and name whom he pleafes 
for his interceflors, or for his pro- 
phet; or fhall he choofe a religion 
according to his own fancy, and pre- 
{cribe the terms on which he may 
claim the reward of this life and the 
next (5)? 


(3) Al Barpawr. 


But 
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But they have no knowledge herein: they follow no 
other than a bare opinion; and a bare opinion at- 
taineth not any thing of truth. Wherefore withdraw 
from him who turneth away from our admonition, 
and feeketh only the prefent life. This is their higheft 

itch of knowledge. Verily thy Lorp well knoweth 
fim who erreth from his way; and he well knowcth 
him who is rightly directed. Unto Gop bclongeth 
whatever is in heaven and earth: that he may reward 
thofe who do evil, according to that which they fhall 
have wrought; and may reward thofe who do well, 
with the moft excellent reward. As to thofe who 
avoid great crimes, and heinous fins, and are guilty 
only of lighter faults; verily thy Lorp will be exten- 
five in mercy towards them. He well knew you when 
he produced you out of the carth, and when ye were 
embryos in your mothers wombs: wherefore jufltify 
not yourfelves: he beft knowcth the man who feareth 
him. What thinkeft thou of him who turneth afide 
from following the truth, and giveth little, and covet- 
oufly ftoppeth his hand? ? Is the knowledge of futu- 
rity with him, fo that he fecth the fame*? Hath he 
not been informed of that which is contained in the 
books of Mosxs, and of Asranam who faithfully 
performed his engagements ? To wit: that a burdened 
foul fhall not bear the burden of another; and that 
nothing fhall be imputed to a man for righteoufnefs, 
except his own labour; and that his labour fhall furely 


y Whatthinkeft thou of him, &c.] 
——This paffage, it is faid, was re- 
vealed on account of al Walid Ebn 
al Mogheira, who following the pro- 
poet one day, was reviled by an ido- 

ater for leaving the religion of the 
Koreifh, and giving occafion of {can- 
dal; to which he anfwered, that 
what he did was out of apprehenfion 
of the divine vengeance: whereupon 
the man offered, for a certain {um, to 
take the guilt of his apoftacy on him- 
felf; and the bargain being made, al 


(1) Al Berpawtr. 
Cce 


Walid returned to his idolatry, and 
paid the man part of what had been 
agreed on, but afterwards, on farther 
confideration, he thought it too 
much, and kept back the remainder 


= Is the knowledge of futurity 
with him ?]—That is, Is he affured 
that the perfon with whom he made 
the above-mentioned agreement, will 
be allowed to fulfer in his flead here- 
after (2)? 


(2) Idem. 
be 
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be made manifeft hereafter, and that he fhall be re- 
warded for the fame with the moft abundant reward; 
and that unto thy Lorp will be the end of all things ; 
and that he caufeth to laugh, and caufcth to weep; 
and that he putteth to death, and giveth life; and 
that he createth the two fexcs, the male and the fe- 
male, of feed when it is emitted; and that unto him 
appertaineth another produétion, namely, the raifing 
of the dead again to life hereafter; and that he enrich- 
eth, and caufeth to acquire pofleffions; and that he 
is the Lorn of the dog-ftar*; and that he deftroyed 
the ancient tribe of Ap, and Tnamup, and left not 
any of them alive; and alfo the pcople of Noan, be- 
fore them; for they were moft unjuft and wicked: 
and he overthrew the cities which were turned upfide 
down’; and that which covered them, covered them. 
Which, therefore, of thy Lorp’s benefits, O man, 
wilt thou call in queflion? This our apoftle is a 
preacher like the preachers who preceded him. The 
approaching day of yudgment draweth near: there is 
none who can reveal the exact time of the fame, be- 
fides Gon. Do ye, thereforc, wonder at this new 
revelation; and do ye laugh, and not weep, {pending 
your time in idle diverfions? But rather worfhip Gop, 
and ferve him. 


* He is the Lorn of the dog-flar. ] b The cities which were turned 
Sirius, or the greatcr dog-flar, upfide down. ]—viz. Sodom, and the 
was worfhipped by fome of the old other cities involved in her ruin. 
Arabs (1). See chap. 11. p. 29. 


(1) See the Prelim, Difc, fe@. I. p. 22. and Hyp. not. in Ulug. Beig. 
Tab, Stell. fix, p. 53. 


CHAP, 


At KOR AN. 
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C H A P. LIV. 


Intitled, The Moon; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


few hour of judgment approacheth ; and the 
moon hath been fplit in funder‘: but if the 
unbelievers {ee a fign, they turn afide, faying, This is 
a powerful charm’. And they accufe thee, O Mo- 
HAMMED, Of impofture, and follow their own lufts: 
but every thing will be immutably fixed’. And now 
hath a meffage' come unto them, wherein is a de- 
terment from obftinate infidelity ; the fame being con- 
f{ummate wifdom: but warners profit them not; 
wherefore do thou withdraw from them, The day 
whercon the fummoner fhall fummon mankind to an 
ungrateful bufinefs’, they fhall come forth from their 


© The moon hath been fplit in fun- 
der.|—TVhis paflage is expounded 
two different ways. Some imagine 
the words refer to a famous miracle 
fuppofed to have been performed 
by Mohammed: for it is faid that, 
onthe infidels demanding a fign of 
him, the moon appeared cloven in 
two (1), one part vanifhing, and 
the other remaining ; and Ebn Ma- 
fad affirmed, that he faw mount 
Hara interpofe between the two 
fe&tions. Others think the preter 
tenfe is here nfed, in the prophetic 
ftyle, for the future, and that the 
paffage fhould be rendered, The 
moon fhall be fplit in funder: for 
this, they fay, 1s to happen at the 
refurretion, The former opinion 
is {upported by reading, according to 
ome copies, wakad infhakka ‘lka- 
maro, 1. €. fince the moon hath al- 
ready been fplit in funder; the fplit- 
ting of the moon being reckoned 


by fome to be one of the previous 
figns of the laft-day (2). 

4 A powerful charm. ]—Qr, as the 
participle here ufed may alfo fignify, 
a continued feries of magic, or, a 
tranfient magic ilufion. 

© Every thing will be immutably 
Be eae will reach a final pe- 
riod of ruin or fuccefs in this world, 
and of mifery and happinefs in the 
next, which will be conclufive and 
cones thenceforward for ever 
(3). 

' A meflage.J—i. e. The Koran, 
containing {tories of former nations 
which have been chaftifed for their 
incredulity, and threats of a more 
dieadful punifhment hereafter. 

8 The day whereon the fummoner 
fhall! fummon mankind to an uns 
grateful bufinefs.]—That is, When 
the angel Iftafil fhall call men tq 
judgment. 


(1) See a long and fabulous account of this pretended miracle in Gacwier, 


Vie de Mah. ch, 19. 


(2) Al Zamaku. 


Ccg 


1Bsipawi. = (3) 


graves 
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graves with down-caft looks: numerous as locutts 
{cattered far abroad; haftening with terror unto the 
fummoner. The unbelievers fhall fay, This is a day 
of diftrefs. The people of Noau accufed that pro- 
phet ofimpofture, before thy people rejeéted thee : they 
accufed our fervant of impofture, faying, He is a mad- 
man; and he was rejected with reproach. He called, 
therefore, upon his Lorn, faying, Verily I am over- 
powcred ; wherefore avenge me*. So we opened the 
gates of heaven, with water pouring down, and we 
caufed the earth to break forth into {prings ; fo that 
the watcr of heaven and carth met, according to the 
decree which had been eftablifhed. And we bare 
him on a veffel compofed of planks and nails; which 
moved forward under our eyes': as a recompenfe 
unto him who had been ungratefully rejeéted. And 
we left the faid veffel for a fign: but is any one warn- 
ed thereby ? And how fevere was my vengeance, and 
my threatening! Now have we made the Koran 
eafy for admonition: but is any one admonifhed 
thereby ? Ap charged their prophet with impofture : 
but how fevere was my vengeance, and my threaten- 
ing! Verily we fent againit them a roaring* wind, 
ona day of continued ill-luck?: it carricd men away, 
as though they had been roots of palm-trees forcibly 
torn up". And how fevcre was my vengeance, and 
my threatening! Now have we made the Koran 
eafy for admonition: but is any one admonifhed 
thereby ? Ti:amup charged the admonitions of their 


» I am overpowered; wherefore kA tts BE a cold wind. 
avenge me. |—This petition was not 1 Ona day of continued il-luck. J 


preferred by Noah ill after he had 
faltered repeated violence from his 
people : for it is related, that one 
of them having fallen upon him and 
a'noft flrangled him, when he came 
to himfelf he faid, O Lorop, forgive 
pa for they know nat what they 

o(i). 

Under our eyes. J—1. e. Under 
eur {pecial regard and keeping, 


(1 ) Idem. 


—viz. On a Wednefday. See chap. 
41. p. 345, not. ©. : 

™ It carried men away, as they 
had been roots of palmetrees, &c. ]— 
It is related that they fought fhelter 
in the clefts of rocks, and in pits, 
holding fafl by one another; but 
that the wind impetuoufly tore 
them away, and threw them down 
dead (2). 


(2) Idem. 
prophet 
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prophet with falfehood, and faid, Shall we follow a 
fingle man among us? verily we fhould then be 
guilty of error, and prepofterous madnefs: is the 
office of admonition committed unto him preferably to 
the reft of us? Nay; he is a liar, and an infolent fel- 
low. But GOD faid to Saten, To-morrow fhall they 
know who is the liar, and the infolent perfon: for 
we will furely fend the fhe-camel for a trial of them"; 
and do thou obferve them, and bear their infults with 
patience: and prophefy unto them that the water 
fhall be divided between them’, and each portion 
fhall be fat down to alternately. And they called their 
companion’; and he took a fword’, and flew her. 
But how fevcre was my vengeance, and my threat- 
ening! For we fent againft them one cry of the angel 
GasrieL, and they became like the dry fticks ufled 
by him who buildcth a fold for cattle. And now 
have we made the Koran eafy for admonition: but 
is any one admonifhed thereby ? The people of Lor 
charged his preaching with falfehood: but we fent 
againft them a wind driving a fhower of ftones, 
which deftroyed them all except the family of Lor; 
whom we delivered carly in the morning, through 
favour from us. ‘Thus do we reward thofe who are 
thankful. And Lor had warned them of our {eve- 
rity in chaftifing ; but they doubted of that warning. 
And they demanded his guefts of him, that they 
might abufe them: but we put out their eyes*, faying, 


» See chap. 7. p. 10 &e. word may fignify either the dry 
° The water fhall divided bes boughs with which, in the eafl, 
tween them. ]}—That is, between the they make folds or enclofures, to 
Thamudites and the camel. See fence their cattle from wind and 
chap, 26 p. 216. not. *. cold; or the ftubble and other ftuff 
P Their companion.]——-Namely, with which they litterthem in thofe 
Kodar Ebn Salef; who was not an folds during the winter feafon. 
Arab, but a firanger eg : * We put out their eyes. |—-So 
mong the Thamudites. See chap. that their fockets became filled up 
7. P- 199. not. 5. even with the other parts of their 
° He took a {word.]—Or, asthe faces. This, it is faid, was done by 
word alfo imports, He became refo- one ftroke of the wing of the angel 
lute and daring, Gabriel. See chap. 11. p. 28 
® Like the ay fticks ufed by him not, ‘, 
who buildeth a fold for cattle. J-The 


Cc4 Tafte 
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Tafte my vengeance, and my threatening. And early 
in the morning a lafting punifhment' furprifed them. 
Tafte, thercfore, my vengeance and my threatening. 
Now have we made the Koran eafy for admonition : 
but is any one admonifhed thcreby ? The warning of 
Moses alfo came unto the people of Puaraon; but 
they charged every one of our figns with impofture : 
wherefore we chaftifed them with a mighty and irre. 
fiftible chaftifement. Are your unbelievers, O Merc- 
cans, better than thefe? Is immunity from punifh- 
ment promifed unto you in ihe {criptures? Do they 
fay, We are a body of men able to prevail againit our 
enemies? The mulntude fhall furcly be put to flight, 
and fhall turn their back. But the hour of judgment 
is their threatened time of punifhment ’ : and that hour 
fhall be more grievous and more bitter than their af- 
flictions in this life. Verily the wicked wander in error, 
and fhall be tormented hereafter in burning flames. On 
that day they fhall be dragged into the fire on their 
faces ; and it fhall be faid unto them, Tafte ye the touch 
of hell. All things have we created bound by a fixed 
decree: and our command is no more than a fingle 
word”, like the twinkling of an eye. We have for- 
merly deftroved nations like unto you; but is any of 
you warned by their example ? Every thing which they 
do isrecordedin the books kept by the guardian angels: 
and every aflion, both finall and great, is written 
down jn the preferved table. Morcover the pious fhall 
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* A dallting punihhment.]—Under 
which they {hall continue ti] they 
receive their full punifhment in hell. 

The multitude fhall furely be put 
to flight.J—This prophecy was fire 
filled by the overthrow of the Korcifh 
at Bedr. It is related, from a tra- 
dition of Omar, that when this paf- 
fage was revealed, Mohamaacd prn- 
felled himfelf to be iznordé of its 
. true meaning; but on the day of 
the battle of Bedr, he repeated thefe 
words as he was putung og his 
-Coatof mail (1). 


(1) Al Berpawn. 


~ The hour of judgment is their 
threatened time of punifhment. ]-i. e. 
The time when they fhall receive 
then full pumifhment ; what they 
fuffer in this world besng only the 
fore-runner or earneft p& ‘what they 
fhall feel in the next... 

* Our command is no more than 
a fingle word. }eviz. Kun, i. e. Be. 
The paflage may alfo be rendered, 
The execution of ‘our purpofe is but 
afingle aft, exerted in a moment. 
Some fuppofe it refers to the bufinefs 
of the day of judgment (2), 


(2) Idem. 


dwell 
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dwell among gardens and rivers, in the affembly of 
truth, in the prefence of a moft potent king. 


CHAP. LV. 


Intitled, The Merciful; revealed at Mecca’: 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


iE Merciful hath taught his fervant the Koran. 

He created man: he hath taught him diftinet 
fpcech. ‘The fun and the moon run their courfes ac- 
cording to accrtain rule: and the vegetables which 
creep on the ground, and the trees fubmit to his dif- 
pofition. He alfo raifed the heaven; and he appoint- 
ed the balance’, that ye fhould not tranfgrefs in _re- 
{pe to the balance: wherefore obferve a juft weight; 
and diminifh not the balance. And the earth hath 
he prepared for living creatures: therein are various 
fruits, and palm-trecs bearing fheaths of flowers ; 
and grain having chaff and leaves. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny*? He created man of dried clay like an earthen 
veficl: but he created the gent of fire clear from 
fmoke. Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits 
will ye ungratefully deny ? He is the Lorp of the 
eaft, and the Lorp of the weft®. Which, therefore, 
of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 


This verfe is intercalated, or re- 
peated by way of burden, through. 
out the whole chapter no lefs a 


¥ Moft of the commentators 
doubt whether this chapter was re- 
vealed at Mecca or at Medina; or 


partly at the one place, and partly at 
the other, + 

* The sera aed juftice and 
equity In mutual dealings. 

* Which therefore of yout Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ?]- 
The words are dire€ted to the two 
{fpecies of rational creatures, men 
and gent; the verb and the pro- 
noun being in the dual number. 


thirtv-one times, which was done, 
as Marracci gueffes in imitation of 
David (1). 

> The eaft and the weft.]—The 
original wosds are both in the dual 
number, att? fignify the different 
oints of the horizon at which the 
un rifes and fets at the fummer and 
winter falflice. See chap. 97. p. 
308. not. *, 


(1) See Pfalm cxxxv1, 


He 
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He hath let loofe the two feas*, that they meet each 
another: between them is placed a bar which they 
cannot pafs. Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s be- 
nefits will ye ungratefully deny? From them are 
taken forth unians and Icfler pearls. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny ? His alfo are the fhips, carrying their fails a- 
loft im the fea, hke mountains. | Which, therefore, 
of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 
Every creature which liveth on the carth is fubje& to 
decay : but the glorious and honourable countenance 
of thy Lorp fhall remain for ever. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorn’s bencfits will ye ungratefully 
deny ? Unto him do all creatures which are in heaven 
and carth make petition: every day is he employed in 
fome new work“. Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratcfully deny? We will furely 
attend to judge you, O menand genii, at the laft-day. 
Which, therefore, of your Loron’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny ? O ye colleétive body of genii 
and men, if ve be able to pafs out of the confines of 
heaven and earth‘, pafs forth: ye fhall not pafs forth 
but by abfolute power. Winch, thercfore,. of your 
Lorop’s benchts will ye ungratefully deny? A fae 
of fire without finoke, and a fmoke without flame‘ 
fhall be fent down upon you; and ye fhall not be 
able to defend yourfelves therefrom. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny ? And when the heaven fhall be rent in funder, 
and fhall become red asa rofe, and fhall melt like 
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¢ The two feas, ]—OF falt water 


ing petitions, &c. (3). 
and frefy (1); oc the Perfian and ¢ if ; 


ye be able to pafs out of the 


Mediterranean feas (2). ‘ 
4 Every day is he employed in 
fome new work. ]—-—In exeCueing 
thofe things which he hath decree 
from eternity; by giving life and 
death, raifing one and abafing a- 
nother, heaung prayers and grant- 


(1) See chap. 25. p. 207. 
JinNe 


(c) Al Bsrpaws. 


confines of heaven and earth.]—To 
fly from the power, and to avoid the 
decree of Gop. 

§ A fmoke without flame. ]—Or, 
as the word alfo fignifies, molten 
brafs, which fhallde poured on the 
heads of the damned. 


(3) Idem, 
ointment ; 
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ointment ®:\ (Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s be- 
nefits will ye ungratcfully deny ?) On that day neither 
man nor genius fhall be afked concerning his fin*. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny? The wicked fhall be known a 
their marks; and thcy fhall be taken by the fore- 
locks, and the fect, and fhall be caft into hell. Which, 
therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny ? ‘This is hell, which the wicked deny as 
a falfehood: they fhall pafs to and fro between the 
fame and hot boiling water*. Which, therefore, of 
your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratcfully deny ? But 
for him who dreadcth the tribunal of his Lorp, are 
prepared two gardens': (Which, therefore, of your 
Lorp’s bencfits will ye ungratcfully deny ?) Planted 
with fhady trees. Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? In each of them 
Shall be two fountains flowing. Which, therefore, 
of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny 
In each of them fhall there be ofevery fruit two kinds®. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny ? They fhall repofe on couches, 
the linings whereof fhall be of thick filk, interwoven 
with gold: and the fruit of the two gardens fhall be 
near at hand to gather", Which, therefore, of your 
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& And fhall melt like ointment. J- 
Or, fhall appear like red leather ; 
according to a different fignification 
of the original word, 

» Neither man nor genius fhall be 
afked concerning his fin. ]—For their 
crimes will be Enown by their dif- 
ferent marks; as it follows in the 
text. This, fays al Beidawi, 1s to 
be underftood of the time when 
they thall be raifed to life, and fhall 
be led towards the tribunal: for 
when an come to trial, they will 
then undergo an examination, as 
13 declared 

Loran. 

* See the Prelim. Difc, feé. IV. 
p- 111, &e, 

* They fhall pafs to and frq be- 
‘ween the fame and hot boiling wa- 


in feveral places of the 


ter. ]|—For the only refpite they hall 
have from the flames of hell, will be 
when they are fuffered ta go to. 
drink this fcalding liquor, Sea 
ene 87 p-311. 

! Two gardens. ]—i. e. One dif- 
tinét paradife for men, and another 
for genii: or, as fome imagine, 
two gardens for each perfon; one 
as a reward due to his works, and 
the other as a free and fuperabun- 
dant gil, &e. ; 

_ ™ Two forts of fruits. Some be- 
ing known, and like the fruits of 
the earth; and others of new and. 
unknown {pecies; os, fruj 

green and ripe. 

® Near at baad to gather. ]-—--So 
that a man may reach thene as he fits 
or lies down, 


Loxp’s 
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Lorv’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? Therein 
fhall receive them beautcous damfels, refraining their 
eyes from beholding any befides their {fpoufes: whom 
no man fhall have deflowered beforethem, neither any 
genius: (Which, therefore, of your Loxn’s benefits 
will yc ungratefully deny?) Having complexions like 
rubies and pearls. Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratcfully deny ? Shall the reward 
of good works be any other than good? Which, 
therefore, of your Loron’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny ? And befides thefe there fhall be two other 
gardens’: (Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s be- 
nefits will ye ungratefully deny?) Of a dark grecn *. 
Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s bencfits will ye 
ungratcfully deny ? In cach of them fhall be two foun- 
tains pouring forth plenty of water. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratcfully 
deny ? In each of them fhall be fruits, and palm-trces, 
and pomegranates. Which, thercfore, of your 
Loxn’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? Therein 
fhall be agreeable and bcautcous dam{els: Which, 
therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny ? Having fine black eyes; and kept in 
pavilions from public view : Which, therefore, of your 
J.orv’s benefits will ye ungratcfully deny ? Whom 
no man fhall have deflowered, before their deftined 
{poufes, nor any genius. Which, therefore, of your 
Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? Therein 
{hall they delight themiclvcs, lying on green cufhions 
and beautiful carpets. Which, therefore, of your 
Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Blefled 
be the name of thy Lorp, poffefled of glory and 
honour ! 
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° Two other gardens. }—For the 
inferior claffes of the inhabitants of 
paradife. 

P-Of a dark preen: |—From hence, 
fays al Beidawi, it may be inferred, 
that thefe gardens will chiefly pro- 
duce herbs, or the-iferior forts of 


vegetables ; whereas the former will 
be planted chiefly with fruit-tices, 
The following part of this deferip- 
tion alfo falls fhore of that of the 
other gardens, prepared for the fu- 
perior clafles, 


CH AP, 
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CHAP. LVI. 


intitled, The Inevitable; revealed at Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the inevitable! day of judgment fhall 
fuddenly come, no foul fhall charge the pre- 

diétion of its coming with fallehood: it will abafe 
fome, and exalt others. When the earth fhall be fhaken 
with a violent fhock; and the mountains fhall be 
dafhed in pieces, and fhall become as duft fcattered 
abroad; and ye fhall be feparated into three diftiné& 
claffes: the companions of the right-hand; (how 
lappy fhall the companions of the right-hand be !) and 
the companions of the left-hand'; (how miferable 
{hall the companions of the left-hand be!) and thofe 
who have preceded others in the faith, fhall precede 
them to paradife*. Thefe are they who fhall approach 
near unto GOD: they fhall dwell in gardens of de- 
fight: (There fhall be many of the fonner religions; 
and few of the laft'.) Repofing on couches adorned 
with 


@ The Inevitable. ]-—The original 
word, the force whereof cannot 
well he expreffed by a firgle one in 
Englifh, figmifies a calamitous acci- 
dent which fails furely, and with 
{udden violence; and is therefore 
made ufe of h:re to defign the day 
of judgment. 

® The companions of the mght- 
hand, and of the Iecft-hand. j—T hat 
is, the blefled, and the damned; 
who may thus be diftinguifhed here, 
becaule the books wherein their ac- 
tions are regittered, will be delivered 
mto the right-hands of the former, 
and into the left-hands of the latter 
.1); though the words tranflated 
ep nenaad and left-hand, do alfo fig- 
oity happinefs and mifery. 

: And thofe who have preceded 


(1) Al Berpawr, Jarratro’ppty. 


others in the faith, fhall precede 
them to paradife.|—Enther the firft 
converts to Mohammedifm, or the 
propa who were the refpettive 
leaders of their people, or any per- 
fons who have been eminent exam- 
ples of piety and virtue, may be here 
intended. The original words lite- 
rally rendered are, The leaders, the 
alae which repetition, as fome 
fuppofe, was defigned to exprefs the 
dignity Hag oa and the cer 
tainty of their future glory and hap- 
pinels (2). 

* There fhall be many of the fore 
mer religions, and few of the laft.J- 
i.e. There fhal! be more leaders, 
who have preceded others in faith 
and good works, among the fol- 
lowers of the feveral prophets rom 

am 


2) Tidem., 
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with gold and precious ftones; fitting oppofite to 
one another thereon". Youths which fhall continue 
in their bloom for ever, fhall go round about to attend 
them, with goblets, and beakers, and a cup of 
flowing wine: their heads fhall not ache by drinking 
the fame, neither fhall their reafon be difturbed: 
and with fruits of the foits which they fhal] choofe, 
and the flefh of birds of the kind which they fhall de- 
fire. And there fhall accompany them fair damfels 
having large black eyes; refembling pearls hidden in 
their fhells: as a reward for that which they fhall 
have wrought. They fhall not hear therein any vain 
difcourfe, or any charge of fin; but only the falu- 
tation, Peace! Peace! And the companions of the 
right-hand (how happy fhall the companions of the 
right-hand be!) fhall have their abode among lote- 
trees free from thorns, and trees of mauz” loaded 
regularly with their produce from top to bottom: un- 
der an extended fhade, near a flowing water*, and 
amidft fruits in abundance, which fhall not fail nor 
fhall be forbidden to be gathered: and they fhall repofe 
themfelves on lofty beds*. Verily we have created 
the damfels of paradife by a peculiar creation*: and 

we 
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Adam down to Mohammed, than of 
the followers of Mohammed him- 
felf (1). 

© See chap. 15. p-72. not. °. — 

~ Trees of mauz. ]—The original 
word Talh is the name, not only of 
the mauz (2), but alfo of a very tall 
and thorny tree, which bears abun- 
dance of flowers of an agreeable {mell 
(3), and feems to be the Acacia. _ 

x Near a flowing water. ]-Which 
fhall be conveyed in channels to fuch 

laces, and in fuch manner as every 

one {hall defire (4). Al Beidawi ob- 
ferves that the condition of the few 
who have preceded others in faith 
and good works, 1s reprefented b 
whatever may render a city hfe 
agrecable; and that the condition of 


(1) Iidem. 


Defeript. Africz, hb. 9. (4) 4 


(2) See chap. $7, 


the companions of the right-hand, or, 
the generality of the bleffed, is re. 
prefented by thofe things which make 
the principal pleafure of a country 
life ; and that this 1s done to fhew the 
ciflerence of the two conditions. 

Y Lofty beds.]|—The word tran. 
flated beds, fignifies alfo, by way 
of metaphor, wives or concubines ; 
andif the latter fenfe be preferred, 
the palfage may be rendered thus, 
And they fhall enjoy damfels raifed 
on lofty couches, whom we have 
created, &c. 

* We have created the damfels of 
ial by a peculiar creation. 

aving created them purpofely of 
finer materials than the females of 
this world, and fubje& to none of 

thole 


- 315. not. *. 
Beipawle 


(3) V. J. LEONe 
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we have made them virgins*, beloved by their huf- 
bands, of equal age with them ; for the delight of the 
companions of the right-hand. There fhall be many 
of the former religions, and many of the latter ®, 
And the companions of the left-hand (how miferable 
fhall the companions’ of the left-hand be!) fhall dwell 
amidft burning winds‘, and fcalding water, under 
the fhade of a black {fmoke, neither cool nor agree- 
able. For they enjoyed the pleafures of life before 
this, while on earth; and obftinately perfifted in a 
heinous wickednefs: and they faid, After we {hall 
have died, and become duit and bones, fhall we furely 
be raifed to life? Shall our forefathers alfo be raifed 
with us? Say, Verily both the firft and the laft fhall 
furely be gathered together to judgment, at the pre- 
fixed time of a known day. Then ye, O men, who 
have erred, and denied the refurrettion as a fallehood, 
fhall furely eat of the fruit of the tree of at Zax- 
Kum, and fhall fill your bellies therewith: and ve 
fhall drink thereon boiling water ; and ye fhall drink 
as a thirlty camel drinketh. This fhall be their en- 
tertainment on the day of judgment. We have 
created you: will ye not therefore belicve that we 
can raife you from the dead? What think ye? The 
feed which ye emit, do ye create the fame, or are we 
the creators thereof? We have decreed death unto 


thofe inconveniencies which are na- 

tural to the {ex (1). Some underfland 

this of the beatihed women; who, 

though they die old and ugly, fhall 
et be reftored to their youth and 
eauty in paradife (2). 

* Virgins. ]-For how often foever 
their hufbands fhall 0 in unto them, 
they fhall always find them virgins. 

» There fhall be many of the for- 
mer religions, and many of the lat- 
ter. Father Marracc: thinks this 
to be a manifeft contradiftion to 
what is faid above, There fhal! be 
many of the former, and few of the 


(1) See the Prelim, Difc. fea. IV. p. 128. 


latter: but Al Beida-vi obviates fuch 
an objection, by obferving that the 
preceding paflage {peaks of the lead- 
ers only, and hole who have pre- 
ceded others in faith and good works, 
and the paffage before us fpeaks of 
the rightcous of inferior merit and 
degree; fo that though there be ma- 
ny of both forts, yet there may be 
few of one fort, comparatively fpeak- 
ing, in refpeé to the other. 

© Burning winds. |—-Which {hall 


me into the paflages of their 
r0dies, 


(2) S a i ib, p. 136, 137- 


VOR 
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you all: and we fhall not be prevented. We are able 
to fubftitute others like unto you in your {tcad, and 
to produce you again in the condition or form which 
ye know not. Ye know the original production by 
creation, will ye not thercfore confider that we are: 
able to reproduce you by refufcitation? What think ye? 
The grain which ye fow, do ye caufe the fame to 
{pring forth, or do we caufe the fame to fpring forth? 
If we pleafed, verily we could render the fame dry and 
fruitlefs, fo that ye would not ceafe to wonder’, fay- 
ing, Verily we have contraéted debts* for feed and la- 
bour; but we are not permitted‘ to reap the fruit 
thereof. What think ye? The water which ye 
drink, do ye fend down the fame from the clouds, 
or are we the fendcrs thereof? If we pleafed, we 
could render the fame brackifh: Will ye not there- 
fore give thanks? What think ye? The fire which 
ye ftrike, do ye produce the tree whence ye obtain the 
fame *, or are we the producers thereof? We have 
ordained the fame for an admonition’, and an ad- 
vantage unto thofe who travel through the deferts. 
Wherefore praife the name of thy Lorp, the great 
GOD. Moreover I {wear' by the fetting of the 
ftars; (and it is furely a great oath, if yc knew it;) 
that this is the excellent Koran, the original whereof 
is written in the preferved book: none fhall touch 
the fame, except thofe who are clean*. It isa reve- 

lation 
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¢ To wonder.]—Or to repent of 
vour time and labour beftowed to 
little purpofe, &c. 

e We have contraf&ted debts, &c.] 
—Or, We are undone. 

f Weare not permitted, &c. ]~Or, 
We are unfortunate wretches, who 
are denied the neceflaries of life. 

& See chap. 36. p. 307. not. ?. 

» An admonition. ]|—To put men 
an mind of the refurreftion (1); 
which the produétion of fire in fome 
fort refembles: or, of the fire of 
hell (2). 


(1) See chap. 36. p. 307. 


(2) Al Berpawi. 


iY fwear.]——The particle 1a is 
generally fuppofed to be intenfive 
in this place; but if it be taken for 
a negative, the words muft be tran- 
flated, I will not or do not fwear, 
becaufe what is here afferted is too 
manifeft to need the confirmation of 
an oath (3). 

k None fhall touch the fame, except 
thofe who are clean. ]-Or, Let none 
touch the fame, &c. Purity both of 
body and mind being requifite in 
him who would ufe this book with 
the refpe& he ought, and nope ty 

i 


(3) Idem. 
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lation from the Lorp of all creatures. Will ye, 
therefore, defpife this new revelation? And do ye 
make this return for your food which ye receive from 
GOD, that ye deny yourfelves to be obliged to him 
for the fame'? When the foul of a dying perfon com- 
eth up to his throat, and ye at the fame time are look- 
ing on; (and we are nigher unto him than ye, but ye 
fee not his true condition:) would ye not, if ye are 
not to be rewarded for your aétions hereafter, caufe 
the fame to return into the body, if ye fpeak truth™? 
And whether he be of thofe who fhall approach near 
unto GOD, his reward fhall be reft, and mercy, and 
a garden of delights: or whether he be of the com- 
panions of the right-hand, he fhall be faluted with 
the falutation, Peace be unto thee! by the compani- 
ons of the right-hand his brethren: or whether he be 
of thofe who have rejeéted the true faith, and gone 
altray, his entertainment fhall confift of boiling water, 
and the burning of hell-fire. Verily this is a certain 
truth. Wherefore praife the name ‘of thy Lorn, the 
great GOD. 


edify by it: for which reafon thefe 
words are ufually written on the 
cover (1). 

1 That ye deny yourfelves to be 
obliged to him for the fame. ]—B 
aferibing the rains, which fertilize 
your lands, to the influence of the 
ftars (2). 

Some copies inftead of rizkacom, 
i.e. your food, read fhocracom, i. e. 
your gratitude; and then the paflage 
may Ee rendered thus, And do ye 
make this return of gratitude, for 
Gon’s revealing the Koran, that ye 
rejeGt the fame as a fiftion ? 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. feét, III. p. 91. 


(3) Jauzar. Al Berpawt. 


Vou, II. 


Dd 


m™ When the foul of a dying per- 
fon cometh up to his throat, &c. |— 
The meaning of this obfeure paflage 
is, If ye fhall not be obliged to give an 
account of your actions at the laft- 
day, as by your denying the refur- 
rection ye feem to believe, caufe the 
foul of the dying perfon to return 
into his body; for ye may as eafily 
do that, as avoid the general judg- 
ment ( a). 
© OF thofe who fhall approach 
near unto Goo. ]—-—That is, of the 
leaders, or firft profeffors of the faith. 





(2) Sce ib. fe&t, 1. p. 41, 42. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVII. 


Intitled, Iron’: revealed at Mecca, or at 
MEDINA? 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H AT EVER is in heaven and earth fingeth 

praife unto Gon; and he is mighty and wife. 
Fis is the kingdom of heaven and earth; he giveth 
life, and he puticth to death; and he is almighty. He 
is the firlt, and the laft; the manifeft, and the hidden; 
and he knowcth all things. Itis he who created the 
heavens and the earth in fix days; and then afcended 
his throne. He knoweth that which entereth into 
the earth, and that which iffueth out of the fame; 
and that wuich defcendeth from heaven, and _ that 
which afcendcth thereto: and he 1s with you, where- 
foever ye be: for Gon fecth that which ye do. His 
is the kingdom of heaven and earth; and unto Gop 
fhall all things return. He caufeth the night to fuc- 
ceed the day, and he caufeth the day to fucceed the 
night; and he knoweth the innermoft part of men’s 
breafts. Beheve in Gop and his apoftle, and lay 
out in alanis a part of the wealth whereof Gop hath 
made you inheritors: for unto fuch of you as be- 
licve, and beftow alms, fhall be given a great reward. 
And what aileth you, that ye believe not in Gop, 
when the apoftle inviteth you to belicve in your 
Lorp; and he hath received your covenant? con- 
cerning this matter, if ye bclieve any propofition? It 
is he who hath {ent down unto his fervant evident 
figns, that he may lead you out of darknefs into 
light; for Gop is compaffionate and merciful unto 
you. And what ailcth you, that ye contribute not 


° The word occurs towards the 9 He hath received your cove- 
end of the chapter, p 421. nant. |—That is, Ye are obliged to 
P Tis uncertain which of the two believe in him by the ftrongeft argu- 
places was the icene of revelation of ments and motives. 
this chapter. 


of 
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of your fubftance for the defence of Gon’s true reli- 
gion? Since unto Gop appertaincth the inheritance of 
heaven and earth. Thole among you who fhall have 
contributed and fought in def-nce of the faith, before 
the taking of Mecca, fhall not be held equal with 
thofe who fhall contribute and fight for the fame after- 
wards". Thefe fhall be fupcerior in degree unto thofe 
who fhall contribute and fight for the propagation of 
the faith after the above-mentioned fuccefs: but unto 
all hath Gop promifed a moft excellent reward ; and 
Gop well knoweth that which ye do. Who is he that 
will lend unto Gop an acceptable loan? for he will 
double the fame unto him, and he fhall receive more- 
over an honourable reward. Ona certain day, thou 
fhalt fee the true believers of both fexes: their light 
fhall run before them, and on their right-hands*; and 
it fhall be faid unto them, Good tidings unto you this 
day: gardens through which rivers flow; ye fhall 
remain therein for ever. This will be great felicity. 
On that day the hypocritical men and the hypocritical 
women fhall fay unto thofe who believe, Stay for us‘, 
that we may borrow fome of your light. It fhall be an- 
{wered, Return back into the world, and feck light. 
And a high wall fhall be {ct betwixt them, wherein 
{hall be a gate, within which fhall be mercy ; and with- 
out it, over-again{t the fame, the torment of hell. The 
hypocrites fhail call out unto the true believers, faying, 
Were we not with your They fhall anfwer, Yca; but 
ye feduced your own fouls by your hypocrify : and ye 
waited our ruin; and ye doubted concerning the faith; 
and your wifhes deceived you, until the decree of Con 
came, and ye dicd: and the decciver deceived you 


" Thofe who fhall have contri- 
buted and fought in defence of the 
faith before the taking of Mecca, fhall 
not be held equal with thofe who 
ihall contribute after.|—Becaufe af- 
terwards there was not fo great necef- 
fity for cither, the Mohammedan 
religion being firmly eftablifhed by 
thar great fuccefs, 

‘Their light fhall run before them, 


and onthe right-hand. ]—One light 
leading them the right way to paras 
dife, and the other proceeding from 
the book wherein their actions are 
recorded, which they hold in their 
night-hand., 

' Stay for us. ]—For the righteous 
will haften to paradife {wift as light- 
ning. 


de conceme 
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concerning Gop. This day, therefore, a ranfom hall 
not be accepted of you, nor of thofe who have been 
unbelievers. Your abode fhall be hell-fire: this is 
what ye have deferved; and an unhappy journey fhall 
it be thither! Is not the time yet come unto thofe 
who believe, that their hearts fhould humbly fubmit to 
the admonition of Gop, and to that truth which hath 
been revealed; and that they be not as thofe unto 
whom the fcripture was given heretofore, and to whom 
the time of forbearance was prolonged, but thcir hearts 
were hardened, and many of them were wicked doers? 
Know that Gop guickencth the earth, after it hath 
been dead. Now have we diftin@ly declared our 
figns unto you, that ye may underftand. Verily as 
to the alms-givers, both men and women, and thofe 
who Iend unto Gop an acceptable loan, he will 
double the fame unto them; and they fhall morcover 
receive an honourable reward. And they who be- 
lieve in Gop and his apoftles, thefe are the men of 
veracity, and the witneffcs in the prefence of their 
I.orp: they fhall have their reward, and their light. 
But as to thofe who bclicve not, and accufe our figns 
of falfehood, they fhall be the companions of hell. 
Know that this prefent life is only a toy and a vain 
amufement: and, worldly pomp, and the affeétation 
of glory among you, and the multiplying of riches 
and children, are as the plants nourifhed by the rain, 
the {pringing up whereof delighteth the hufbandmen ; 
afterwards they wither, fo that thou feeft the fame 
turned yellow, and at length they become dry ftub- 
ble. And in the life to come will be a fevere punifh- 
ment for thofe who covet worldly grandeur; and par- 
don from Gon, and favour for thofe who renounce it: 
for this prefent life is no other than a deceitful provifion. 
Haften with emulation to obtain pardon from your 
Lorp, and paradife, the extent whereof equalleth 
the extent of heaven and earth, prepared for thofe 
who believe in Gop and his apoftles. This is the 
bounty of Gon: he will give the fame unto whom 
he pleafeth; and Gop is endued with great bounty. 

No 
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No accident happeneth in the earth, nor in your per 
fons, but the fame was entered in the book of our de- 
crees, before we created it: verily this is eafy with 
Gop: and this is written left ye immoderately grieve 
for the good which efcapeth you, or rejoice for that 
which happeneth unto you; for Gop loveth no proud 
or vain-glorious perfon, or thofe who are covetous, 
and command men covetoufnefs. And whofo turn- 
eth afide from giving alms; verily Gop 1s felf-fuffici- 
ent, worthy to be praifed. We formerly fent our 
apoftles with evident miracles and arguments; and 
we fent down with them the fcriptures, and the ba- 
lance’, that men might obferve juftice: and we fent 
them down iron”, wherein is mighty ftrength for 
war *, and various advantages unto mankind: that 
Gop may know who affifteth him and his apoltles in 
fecret ’? for Gop is ftrong and mighty. We for- 
merly fet Noxu and Asrauam, and we eftablifhed 
in their pofterity the sift of prophecy. and the {crip- 
ture: and of them fome were direéted, but many of 
them were evil docrs. Afterwards we caufed our 
apoftles to fucceed in their footfteps : and we caufed 
Jxsus the fon of Mary to fucceed them, and we 
gave him the gofpcl: and we put in the hearts of 
thofe who followed him, compaffion and mercy: but 
as to the monatlic ftate, they inftituted the fame (we 
did not prefcribe it to them) only out of a defire to 
pleafe Gon : yet they obferved not the fame as it 
ought truly to have been obferved. And we gave 
unto fuch of them as believed, their reward: but 
many of them were wicked doers. O ye who belicve 


“ And the balance J—1.e. A rule 
of juftice. Some think that a_ba- 
lance was aftually brought down 
from heaven by the angel Gabriel to 
Noah, the ufe of which he was or- 
acred to introduce among his peo- 

e. 

~ And we fent them down iron. ]- 
That is, We taught them how to 
dig the fame from mines. Al Za- 
makhfhar: adds, that Adam is faid 


to have brought dawn with him 
from paradile five things made of 
iron, viz, an anvil, a pair of tongs, 
two hammers, a greater and a lel- 
fer, and a needle. 

« Wherein is mighty flrength for 
war, ]——-Warlike inflruments and 
weapons being generally made of 
Iron, 

Y In fecret.]—That is, fincerely 
and heartily. 


Ddo in 
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jn the former prophets’, fear Gon, and believe in his 
apoftle Monammep: he will give you two portions 
of his mercy’, and he will ordain you a light wherein 
ye may walk, and he will forgive you; for Gop is 
ready to forgive and merciful: that thofe who have 
received the fcriptures may know that they have not 
power over any of the favours of Gop?*, and _ that 
good is in the hand of Gon; he beftoweth the fame 
on whom he pleafcth, for Gon is enducd with great 
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VII." 


beneficence. 


= O ye who believe, &c. |—Thefe 
woids are dire&ed to the Jews and 
Chriflians, or rather to the latter 
only. 

* Two portions of his mercv. ]— 
One as arecompenfe for their belicv- 
ing in Mohammed, and the other as 
a recompenfe for their belicving in 
the prophets who preceded him ; 
for they will not lofe the reward of 
their former religion, though it be 
now abrogated by the promulgation 
ef Iflam (1). 


(1) Al Betpawt. 


C HA 


’ That thev have not power over 
any of the favours of Gop. !—i. e. 
That they cannot expce& to receive 
any of the favours above-mentioned, 
becaufe they believe not in his a- 
poftlc, and thefe favours are an- 
nexed to faith in him; or, That 
they have not power to difpofe of 
Gon’s favours, particularly of the 
greateft of them, the gift of prophe- 
cy, fo as to appropriate the fame ta 
whom they pleafe (2). 


(2) Idem. 


P. LVIIL. 


Intitled, She who difputed; revealed at 
'Mepina’ 


In the name of the mofkt merciful Gop. 


OW hath Gono heard the fpcech of her who 


difputed with thee concerning her hufband, 
and made her complaint unto Gop‘; and Gop hath 


¢ Some are of opinion that the 
firft ten verfes of this chapter, end- 
ing with thefe words, and fear God, 
before whom ye fhall be affembled, 
were revealed at Mecca, and the 
reft at Medina (1). 

¢ Her who difputed with thee con- 
eerning her hufband, &c. ]-This was 


(1) Idem. 


heard 


Khawla bint Thalaba, the wife of 
Aws Ebn al Samat, who being di- 
vorced by her hufband by a form in 
ufe among the Arabs in the time of 
ignorance, viz. by faying to her, 
Thou art tome as theback ofmy mo- 
ther (2), came to afk Mohammed’s 
opinion whether they were are 

rily 


(2) See chap. 33. p. 270. not, %. 
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heard your mutual difcourfe: for Gov both heareth 
and feeth. As to thofe among you who divorce their 
wives, by declaring that they will thereafter regard 
them as their mothers ; let them know that they are not 
their mothers, They only are their mothers who brought 
them fortht; and they certainly utter an unjuftifable 
faying, anda falfehood: but Gop is gracious and 
ready to forgive. Thofe who divorce their wives by 
declaring that they will for the future regard them as 
their mothers, and afterwards would repair‘ what 
they have faid, fhall be obliged to free a captive® be- 
fore they touch one another. This is what ye are 
warned to perform: and Gon is well apprized of that 
which ye do. And whofo findeth not a captive to re- 
deem, fhall obferve a faft of two confecutive months, 
before they touch one another. And whofo fhall not 
be able to faft that time, fhall feed threcfcore poor 
men. This is ordained you, that ye may believe in 
Gop and his apoftle. Thefe are the ftatutes of Gop: 
and for the unbclievers is prepared a grievous tor- 
ment. Verily they who oppofe Gop and his apoftle, 
fhall be brought low, as the unbelievers who preceded 


them were brought low. 


rily obliged to a feparation ; and he 
told her that it was not lawful for 
her to cohabit with her hufband 
any more: to which {he replying, 
that her hufband had not put her 
away, the prophet repeated his for- 
mer decifion, adding that fuch form 
of {peaking was by general confent 
underftood to imply a_ perpetual 
feparation. Upon this the woman 
being greatly concerned becaufe of 
the {mallnefs of her children, went 
home, and uttered her complaint to 
Gop in prayer: and thereupon this 
pallage was revealed (1), allowing a 
man to take his wife again, notwith- 
flanding his having pronounced the 
above-mentioned form of divorce, on 
doing certain a€ts of charity, or mor- 


(1) Al Berpawi, Jarra. &c. 
p. 97. and chap. 93. p. 283. 


And now have we fent 


tification by way of penance. 

© They only are theirmothers who 
brought them forth. |~And therefore 
no woman ought to be placed in the 
fame degree of prohibition, except 
thofe whom Gop has joined with 
them, as nurfing-mothers, and the 
wives of the prophet (2). 

f Would repair, &c. |~This feems 
tobe here the true meaning of the 
original word, which properly figni- 
fies to return, and is varioufly expoun- 
ded by the Mohammedan do@iors. 

& A captive. |———Which captive, 
according to the moft received de- 
cifion, ought to be a true believer ; 
as is ordered for the expiation of 
man-flaughter (3). 


(2) Al Berpaw:z. See chap. 4. 


(3) See chap. 4. p. 112, 
Dd4 


down 
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own manifeft figns: and an ignominious punifh- 
ment awaiteth the unbelievers. On a certain da 
Gop fhall rafe them all to life, and fhall declare 
-unto them that which they have wrought. Gop hath 
‘taken an exact account thereof; but they have for- 
gotten the fame: and Gop is witnefs over all things. 
Doft thou not perceive that Gop knoweth whatever 
is in heaven and in carth? There is no private dif- 
courfe among three perfons, but he isthe fourth of 
them ; nor among five, but he is the fixth of them ; 
neithcr among a {maller number than this, nor a larger, 
but he is with them, wherefoever they be: and he 
will declare unto them that which they have done, 
on the day of refurreétion; for Gop knoweth all 
things. Haft thou not obferved thofe who have 
been forbidden to ufe clandeftine difcourfe, but af- 
terwards return to what they have bcen forbidden, 
and difcourfe privily among themfelves of wicked- 
nefs and enmity, and difobedicnce towards the 
apoftle’? And when they come unto thee, they fa- 
lute thee with that form of falutation wherewith Gop 
doth not falute thee': and they fay among them- 
felves, by way of derifion, Would not Gop punifh 
us for what we fay, if thisman were a prophet? Hell 
fhall be their fufficient punifhment: they fhall go down 
into the fame to be burned; and an unhappy journey 
fhall it be! O true believers, when ye difcourfe pri- 
vily together, difcourfe not of wickednefs, and _en- 
mity, and difobedience towards the apoftle; but dif- 
courfe of juftice, and piety: and fear Gon, before 
whom ye fhall be affembled. Mey) the clandeftine 
difcourfe of the infidels proceedeth from Satan, that 


» Thofe who have been forbidden they were forbidden. _ 

toule clandeftine difcourfe, &c.J— + They falute thee with that form 
Vhat is, The Jews and hypocritical of falutation wherewith Gon doth 
Moflems, who caballed privately to- not falute bee feems they ufed, 

ether againtt Mohammed, and made __inftead of Ai falam aleica, i. e. Peace 
f gns to one another when they faw be upon thee, to fay, Al fam aleica, 
the true believers: and this they i.e. Mifchiefon thee, &c. (1). 
continued to do, notwithflanding 


(1) Al Berpaw:, JALLAL. 


he 
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he may grieve the true believers: but there fhall be 
none to hurt them in the leaft, unlefs by the permif- 
fion of Gon; wherefore in Gop let the faithful truft. 
O true believers, when it is faid unto you, Make 
room in the affembly; make room*; Gop will 
grant you ample room in paradife. And when it is 
faid unto you, Rife up; rifeup: Gop will raife thofe 
of you who believe, and thofe to whom knowledge is 
given, to fuperior degrees of honour: and Gop Is 
fully apprized of that which yedo. O true believers, 
when ye go to fpeak with the apoftle, give alms pre- 
vioufly to your difcourfing with him!: this will be 
better for you, and. more pure. But if ye find not 
- what to give, verily Gop will be gracious and merciful 
unto you. Do ye fear to give alms previoufly to your 
difcourfing with the prophet, left ye fhould impoverifh 
yourielves ? Therefore if ye do it not, and Gop is 
gracious unto you, by difpenfing with the faid precept 
for the future, be conftant at prayer, and pay the le- 
gal almis; and obey Gop and his apoftle in all other 
matters: for Gop well knoweth that which ye do. 
Haft thou not obferved thofe who have taken for 
their friends a people againft whom Gop is in- 
cenfed™: They are neither of you, nor of them": 
and they fwear to a lie® knowingly. Gop hath 
prepared for them a grievous punifhment; for it is 
evil which they do. They have taken their oaths 
for a cloak, and they have turned men afide from the 


k When itis faid unto you, Make 
room in the aflembly ; make room. } 
In this paffage the Moflems are com- 
manded to give place, in the public 
affemblies, to the prophet and the 
more honourable of his compani- 
ons; and not to prefs and croud 
upon him, as they ufed todo, out 
of a defire of being near him, and 
hearing his difcourfe. 

' When ye go to {peak with the a- 
poftle, give alms, &c.J—To thew 
your fincerity, and to honour the 
apoftle. It 1s doubted whether this 


be a counfel ora precept ; but how- 
ever it continued but a very little 
while in force, being agreed on all 
hands to be abrogated by the fol- 
sown Palle ¢, Do ye fear to give 
alms, &c. (1). 
_ ™ A people againft whom God is 
incenfed. ]—1i. e. The Jews. 

® They are neither of you, nor of 
them. ]—Being hypocrites, and wa- 
vering between the two parties. 

° They {wear toa Ke i e. Th 
have folemnly profeffed Iflam, whic 
they believe not an their hearts. 


(1) Idem. 


way 
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way of Gop: wherefore a fhameful punifhment a- 
waitcth them; neither their wealth nor their children 
fhall avail them at all againft Gop. Thefe fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire; they fhall abide therein 
for ever. Ona certain day Gop fhall raife them all : 
then will they {wear unto him, as they fwear now un- 
to you, imagining that it will be of fervice to them. 
Are they not lars? Saran hath prevailed againft 
them, and hath caufed them to forget the remem- 
brance of Gop. Thefe are the party of the devil; 
and fhall not the party of the devil be doomed to 
perdition? Verily they who oppofe Gon and his 
apoftle, fhall be placed among the moft vile. Gop 
hath written ; Verily I will prevail, and my apoftles: 
for Gop is flrong and mighty. Thou fhalt not find 
people who believe in Gop and the laft-day, to love 
him who oppofeth Gop and his apoftle; although 
they be their fathers, or their fons, or their brethren, 
or their neareft relations. In the hearts of thefe hath 
Gop written faith; and he hath ftrengthened them 
with his fpirit: and he will lead them into gardens, 
beneath which rivers flow, to remain therein for ever. 
Gop is well pleafed in them; and they are well 
pleafedin him. Thefe are the party of Gop: and 
flyall not the party of God profper ? 


CHAP. LIX. 


Intitled, The Emigration’; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H ATEVER is in heaven and earth cele- 
brateth the praife of Gop: and he is the 
mighty, the wife. It was he who caufed thofe who 
believed not, of the people who receive the {cripture, 


> The original word fignifies the dwell elfewhere, whether it be by 
quitting or removing from one’s choice or compulfion. 

wative country, or fettlement, to 
! to 
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‘;o depart from their habitations at the firft emigra- 


t290 7, 


Ye did not think that they would go forth: 


and they thought that their fortrefles would proteét 


th<em again{t Gop. 
u 


Butthe chaftifement of Gop came 


pon them, from whence they did not expett; and 


he 


ca{t terror into their hearts. 


They pulled down 


their houfes with their own hands*, and the hands of 


tic true belicvers. 


them, O ye who have eyes. 


Wherefore take example from 


And if Gop had not 


dvomed them to banifhment, he had furely punifhed 


¢ It was Gon who caufed the un- 
helevers, of thofe who reccive the 
{v:iptures, to depart from their hahi- 
sytions at the fiift emigration. JT he 
1 ople here intended were the Jews, 
ef the tribe of al Nadir, who dwelt 
11 Medina, and when Mohammed 
fad thither from Mecca, promifed 
vim to fland neuter between him 
vid his opponents, and made a 
iveaty with him to that purpofe. 
\Vhen he had gained the bale of 
Medr, they confeffed that he was 
the prophet defcribed in the law: 
‘ut upon his receiving that difgrace 
.t Ohod, they changed their note ; 
snd Caab Ebn al Afhraf, with 4o 
‘yorfe, went and made a league 
with Abu Sofian, which they con- 
armed by oath. Upon this, Mo- 
hammed got Caab difpatched, and, 
in the 4th year of the Hejra, fet 
forward againft al Nadir, and be- 
fieged them in their fortrefs, which 
ftood about 3 miles from Medina, 
for 6 days, at the end of which 
they capitulated, and were allowed 
to depart, on condition that they 
fhould entirely quit that place: and 
accordingly fome of them went into 
Syria, and others to Khaibar and 
Hira (1). 

This was the firft emigration, 
mentioned in the paffage before us. 
The other happened feveral years 
after, in the reign of Omar, when 


that Khalif banifhed thofe who had 
fettled at Khaibar, and obliged them 
to depart out of Arabia (2). 

Dr. Prideaux, {peaking of M>- 
hammed’s obliging thofe of al Nadir 
to quit their fetrlements, fays, that 
a party of his men purfued thofe 
who fled into Syria, and having 
overtaken them, put them all to 
the fword, excepting only one man 
that efcaped. With fuch cruelty, 
continues he, did thofe barbarians 
fictt fet up to fight for that impofture 
they had been deluded into (3). But 
a jearned gentleman has already 
obferved, that this is all grounded 
on a miftake, which the door was 
Iced into by an imperfe€tion in the 
printed edition of Elmacinus; wheres 
after mentioning the expulfion of 
the Nadirites, are inferted fome in- 
coherent words relating to another 
ation, which happened the month 
before, and wherein 70 Moflems, 
inftead of putting others to the 
fword, were furprifed and put to 
the {word themfclves, together with 
their leader al Mondar Ebn Omar, 
Caab Ebn Zeid alone efcaping (4). 

* They pulled down their houfes 
with their own hands. |——-Doing 
what damage they could, that the 
Mollems might have the lefs ad. 
vantage of what they were obliged 
to leave behind them. 


(1) Al Berpaws, Jarrar. &c. V. Asvu’iy. vit. Moh. cap. 


Iidem, Interp. 


(2) 


(3) Priv. Life of Mah. p. 82. (4) ¥. 
~ not. in Asu’xr. vit. Moh, p. 72. 


them 
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them in this world*: and in the world to come they 
fhall fuffer the torment of hell-fre. This, becaufe 
they oppofed Gop and his apoftle: and whofo oppo- 
{eth Gop, verily Gop will be fevere in punifhing him. 
What palm-trees ye cut down, or left ftanding on 
their roots, were fo cut down or left by the will of 
Gop; and that he might difgrace the wicked doers. 
And as to the fpoils of thefe people which Gop hath 
granted wholly to his apoftlet, ye did not pufh for- 
ward any horfcs or camels againft the fame’; but 
Gop giveth unto his apoftles dominion over whom he 
pleafeth: for Gop is almighty. The fpoils of the in- 
habitants of the towns which Gop hath granted to 
his apoftle, are due unto Gop and to his apoftle, and 
him who is of kin to the apoftle, and the orphans, and 
the poor, and the traveller; that they may not be for 
ever divided in a circle among fuch of you as are 
rich. What the apoftle fhall give you, that accept ; 
and what he fhall forbid you, that abftain from: and 
fear Gop; for Gon is fevere in chaftifing. A part 
alfo belongeth to the poor MonajeRin’, who have 
been difpoffeffed of their houfes and their fubftance, 
feeking favour from Gop, and his good-will, and 
affifting Gop and his apoftle. Thefe are the men of 
veracity. And they who quictly poffcfled the town 
of Mepina, and profeffed the faith without molefta- 
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* He had furely punifhed them in 
this world. |—By delivering them up 
to flaughter and captivity, as he did 
thofe of Koreidha. 

© As to the {poils which Gon hath 
granted wholly to his apoftle, &c.] 
—It isremarkable, that inthis a pr 
dition the fpoils were not divided 
according to the law given for that 
purpofe in the Koran (1), but were 
granted to the apoftjJe, and declared 
to be entirely in his difpofition : 
And the ssi was, becaufe the 
place was taken without the affift- 
ance of horfe; which became a rule 


1) Chap. 8. p. 290. 
{1) Chap ate 


Bripawh. 4) 


(6) V, Anv’rr. vit. Moh. p. 91. 
em, V. Asu’xr, ubi fup. p. 72. 


for the future (2). 

" Ye did not pufh forward any 
horfes or camels againft the fame. ]~ 
For the fettlement of thofe of al Na- 
dir being fo near Medina, the Mof- 
lems went all on foot thither, except 
only the prophet himfelf (3). 

~ To the poor Mohgyerin, ]—— 
Wherefore Mohammed diftributed 
thofe fpoilsamong the Mohajerin, or 
thofe who had fled from Mecca, on- 
ly ; and gave no part thereof to the 
Anfars, or thofe of Medina, except 
only to three of them, who were in 
necefhitous circumftances (4). 


(3) Al 
tion, 
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tion, before them*, love him who hath fled unto 
them, and find in their breafts no want of that which 
is given the Mouajerin’, but prefer them before 
themfelves, although there be indigence’ among them. 
And whofo is preferved from the covetoufnefs of his 
own foul, thofe fhall furely profper. And they who 
have come after them’, fay, O Lorp, forgive us 
and our brethren who have preceded us in the faith, 
and put not into our hearts ill-will againft thofe who 
have believed: O Lorn, verily thou art compaf- 
fionate and merciful. Haft thou not obferved them 
who play the hypocrites? They fay unto their bre- 
thren who believe not, of thofe who have received 
the {criptures*, Verily if ye be expelled your habita- 
lions, we will furely go forth with you; and we will 
not pay obedience, in your refpeét, unto any one for 
ever: and if ye be attacked, we will certainly affift 
you. But Gop is witnefs that they are liars. Verily 
if they be expelled, they will not go forth with 
them; and if they be attacked, they will not affift 
them’; and if they do affift them, they will furely 
turn their backs: and they fhall not be proteéted. 
Verily ye are {tronger than they, by reafon of the ter- 
ror ca{t into their breafts from Gop. This, becaufe 
they are not people of prudence. They will not 
fight again{t you in a body, except in fenced towns, 
or from behind walls. ‘Their ftrength in war among 


They who quietly poflefled Me- Mohammed began to gain firength, 


dina, and profeffed the faith without 
moleftation, before them. ]-—That is, 
the Anfars: who enjoved their hou- 
fes, and the free exercife of their re- 
ligion before the Hejra, while the 
converts of Mecca were perfecuted 
and haraffed by the idolaters. 

Y And find in their breafls no want 
of that which is given the Mohaje- 
rin. ]-i,e. And bear them no grudge 
or envy on that account. 

« They who have come after them. ] 
—The perfons here meant feem to be 
thofe who fled from Mecca after 


and his religion had made a confider- 
able progrels. 

* Their brethren who believe not, 
of thofe who have received the {crip- 
tures. }|—-—-That is, the Jews of the 
tribe of al Nadir. 

© If thev be expelled, thev will 
not go forth with them ; and if thev 
be attacked, they will not affift them. ] 
—And it happened accordingly; for 
Ebn Obba, and his confederates, 
wrote to the Nadirites to this purpofe, 
but never performed their promife 


(1). 


(1) Al Bervawi. 


themfelves 
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themfclves ts great *: thou thinkeft them to be united; 
bur their hearts are divided. This, becaufe they are 
people who do not underftand. Like thofe who lately 
preceded them ‘, they have tafted the evil confequence 
of their deed; anda painful torment is prepared for them 
hereafter. Thus have the hypocrites deccived the Jews: 
like the devil, when he faith unto a man, Be thou an 
infidel ; and when he is become an infidel, he faith, 
Verily I am clear of thee ; for I fear Gop, the Lorp 
of ali creatures. Whercfore the end of them both fhall 
be that they fhall dwell in hell-fire, abiding therein for 
ever: and this fliall be the rccompenfe of the unjuft. 
O true believers, fear Gop; and let a foul look what 


Citar. 59, 


it {endeth before for the morrow °: 
Gon is well acquainted with that which ye do. 


and fear Gop, for 
And 


be not as thofe who have forgotten Gop, and whom he 
hath caufed to forget thcir own fouls: thefe arc the 


wicked doers. 


habitants of paradiie, fhall not be held equal. 


The inhabitants of hell-fire, and the in- 


The in- 


habitants of paradife are they who fhall enjoy felicity. 
If we had fent down ths Koran on a mountain, 
thou wouldeft certainly have feen the fame humble 


iticlf, and cleave in funder for fear of Gop. 


Thefe 


fimilitades do we propofe unto men, that they may 
confider. Heis Gon, befides whom there is no Gop; 
who knoweth that which is future, and that which is 
prefent: he is the moft Merciful; he is Gon, befides 
whom there is no Gov: the King, the Holy, the 
Giver of peace, the Faithful, the Guardian, the 


Powerful, the Strong, the moft High. 


Far be Gop 


exalted above the idols which they affociate with him! 


© Their ftrength in war among 
themfelves is great. J—i. e. [tis not 
their weaknefs or cowardice which 
makes them decline a field battle 
with you, fince they thew ftrength 
and valour enough in their wars with 
one another; but both fail them 
when thev enter into the ifs with 
Gop aud his apollle. 


@ Like thofr. who lately preceded 
them. |-viz. ‘J he idolaters who were 
flain at Bedr; 01 the Jews of Kainoka, 
who were plundered and fent into 
exile hefore thole-of al Nadir. 

* For the morrow. |—That is, For 
the next life, which may be called 
the morrow, as this prefent life may 
be called to-day, 


He 
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tLe is Gop, the Creator, the Maker, the Former. He 
hath moft excellent names‘. Whatever ts in heaven 
and earth praifeth him : and he is the Mighty, the Wile. 


Cu AP, 6o. 


f See chap. 7. p. 218. not. ". 


CHAP. LX. 


Intitled, She who is tried®; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


True believers, take not my enemy and your 

enemy for your friends*, fhewing kindnefs to- 
ward them; fince they believe not in the truth which 
hath come unto you, having expelled the apottle 
and yourfelves from your native city, becaule ye be- 
lieve in Gop, your Lorn. If ye go forth to fight 
in defence of my religion, and out of a defire to pleafe 
me, and privately fhew friendfhip unto them'; verily 


€ The chapter bears this title, be- 
caufe it diretts the women who defert 
and come over from the infidels to 
the Moflems, to be examined, and 
tried whether they be fincere in their 
profeffion of the faith. 

h Take not my enemy and your 
enemy for your friends, &c.]—ihis 

alfage was revealed on account of 
Hues Ebn Abi Baltua, who under- 
ftanding that Mohammed had a de- 
fign to furprife Mecca, wrote a let- 
ter to the Koreifh, giving them no- 
tice of the intended expedition, and 
advifed them to be on their guard: 
which tetter he fent by Sarah,a maid- 
fervant belonging to the family of 
Hathem. Vhe meffenger had not 
been gone long, before Gabriel dif- 
covercd the affairtothe prophet, who 
immediately fent after her, and hav- 
ing intercepted the Ictrer, afked Ha- 


teb how he came tobe guilty of fuch 
an ation? to which he replied, that 
it was not out of infidelitv, or ade- 
fire to return to idolatry, but merely 
to induce the Koreith to treat his fas 
mily, which was ftill at Mecca, with 
fome kindnefs; adding, that he was 
well affured his intelligence would 
be of no fervice at all to the Meccans, 
becaufe he was fatisfied Gop wauld 
take vengeance on them, Wvhere- 
upon Mohammed received his ex- 
cufe, and pardoned him: but it was 
thought proper to forbid any fuch 
pradhices for the future (1), 

* And ptivately thew friendhhip. 
unto them, ]—— The verb here uled 
has alfo a contrary fignification, ac- 
cording to which the words may be 
rendered, and yet openly fhew friend- 
fhip unto them. 


(1) Idem. V. Asy’cr. vit. Moh. p. 103. 


I well 
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I well know that which ye conceal, and that which ye 
difcover: and whoever of you doth this, hath already 
erred from the ftrait path. If they get the better of 
you, they will be enemies unto you, and they will ftretch 
forth their hands and their tongues againft you with 
evil: and they earneftly defire that ye fhould become 
unbelievers. Neither your kindred nor your children 
will avail you at all on the day of refurre&ion, which 
will feparate you from one another: and Gon feeth 
that which ye do. Ye have an excellent pattern in 
ABRAHAM, and thofe who were with him, when they 
faid unto their people, Verily we are clear of you, and 
of the idols which ye worfhip, befides Gov: we have 
renounced you; and enmity and hatred is begun be- 
tween us and you for ever, until ye believe in Gop 
alone: except ABR AHaw’s faying unto his father, Ve- 
rily I will beg pardon for thee*; but I cannot obtain 
ought of Gop in thy behalf. O Lorp, in thee do we 
truft, and unto thee are we turned; and before thee 
{hall we be affembled hereafter. O Lorn, fuffer us 
not to be put to trial by the unbelievers'; and forgive 
us, O Lorn; for thou art mighty and wife. Verily ye 
have im them an excellent example, unto him who 
hopeth in Gop and the laft-day: and whofo turneth 
back; verily Gop 1s felf-fufficicnt, and praife-worthy. 
Peradventure Gop will eftablifh friendfhip between 
yourfelves and fuch of them as ye now hold for ene- 
mies™: for Gop is powerful; and Gop is inclined 


Crap. 60. 


friendfhip between you, &c. ]—And 
this happened accordingly on the 
taking of Mecca; when Abu Sohan, 


t Except Abraham’s faving unto 
his father, Verily I will afk pardon 
for thee.J—For in this Abraham’s 


example ts not to be followed. See 
chap. g. p. 263. 

' Suffer us not to be put to trial by 
the unbelievers. ]—i. e. Suffer them 
not to prevail againft us, left they 
thence conclude themfelves to be in 
the right. and endeavour to make us 
deny our faith by the terror of perfe- 
cunon (1). 

= Peradventure Gop will eftablifh 


and others of the Koreifh, who had 
till then been inveterate enemies to 
the Moflems, embraced the fame 
faith, and became their friends and 
brethren. Some fuppofe the mar- 
riage of Mohammed with Omm Ha- 
biba, the daughter of Abu Sofian, 
which was celebrated the year before, 
to be here tended (2). 


(1) AlBerpawi. (2) V. Gacnize, not. in Abu'lf, v 


to 
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to forgive, and merciful. As to thofe who have not 
borne arms againft you on account of religion, nor 
turned you out of your dwellings, Gop forbiddeth 
you not to deal kindly with them, and to behave 
juftly towards them"; for Gop loveth thofe who 
at juftly. But as to thofe who have borne arms 
againft you on account of religion, and have dif- 
poffeffled you of your habitations, and have affifted 
in difpoflefling you, Gop forbiddcth you to enter in- 
to friendfhip with them: and whofoever of you en- 
tereth into friendfhip with them, thofe are unjuft 
doers. O true believers, when believing women 
come unto you as refugees, try them: Gop well 
krioweth their faith, And if ye know them to be 
true believers, fend them not back to the infidels: 
they are not lawful for the unbelievers to have in mar- 
riage; neither are the unbelievers lawful for them. 
But give their unbelieving hufbands what they fhall 
have expended for their dowers*. Nor fhall it be any 
crime in you if ye marry them, provided ye give 
them their dowrics’.. And retain not the patronage 
of the unbelieving women: but demand back that 


which ye have expended for the dowry of fuch of your 


" As to thofe who have not borne 
arms againft you, &c. ]~This paflage, 
it is faid, was revealed on account of 
Koteila bint Abd’al Uzza, who hav- 
ing, while fhe was an idolatrefs, 
brought fume prefents to her daugh- 
ter, Afma bint Abi Becr, the latter 
not only refufed to accept them, but 
even denied her admittance (1). 

° But give their unbelieving huf- 
bands what they fhall have expended 
for their dowers, |—For according to 
the terms of the pacification of al 
Hodeibiya (2), each fide was to re- 
turn whatever came into their power 
belonging to the other; wherefore 
when the Moflems were, by this paf- 
fage, forbidden to reftore the married 
women who fhould come over to 
them, they were at the {ame time 


commanded to make fome fort of fa- 
usfaction by returning their dowry. 

It is related, that after the afore- 
faid pacification, while Mohammed 
was vet at al Hodeibiya, Sobeia bint 
al Hareth, of the tribe of Aflam, 
having embraced Mohammedi{m, her 
hufband, Mofafer the Makhzumite, 
came and demanded her back; up- 
on which this paflage was vealed) : 
and Mohammed, purfuant thereto, 
adminiftered to her the oath there- 
after dire&ted, and returned her huf- 
band her dower; and then Omar 
married her (3). 

® Provided ye give them their 
dowries. |—For what is returned to 
their former hufbands is not to be 
confidered as their dower. 


» 


(1) Al Br:paw:i. (2) See chap. 48. p. 384, &c. (3) 


Vou. I. 


Ee 


wives 


* Any of your wives. }—Literally, 
any thing of your wives ; which fome 
interpret, any part of their dowry. 

* And ye have your turn, &c.|— 
Or, as the paaialces may alfo be 
tranflated, and ye take fpoils: in 
which cafe the meaning will be, that 
thofe Moflems, whole wives {hall 
have gone over to the infidels, fhall 
have a fatisfattion for their dower 
out of the next booty. This law, 
they fay, was given, becaufe the 
idolaters, after the pene verle 
had been revealed, refuled to comply 
therewith, or to make any retuin of 
the dower of thofe women who 
went over to them from the Mof- 
lems (1); fo that the latter were ob- 
biped to indemnify themfelvesas they 
could. 


| 
* See the Prelim. Difc. feét. I. 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. 


p.62. Some are of opinion, that 
this paffage was not revealed till the 
dav of the taking of Mecca; when, 
after having received the folemn 
fubmiffion of the men, he proceed- 
ed to receive that of the women 
2 


* See chap. 81. 

" Nor come witha calumny, ror 
—~—Jallalo’ddin underflands thefe 
words of laying their fpurious chil- 
dren to their hulbands. 

_ ~ A people againt whom Gop is 
incenfed.]——-1. e. The infidels in 
general; or the Jews in particular 


* They defpair of the life to come.] 
—By reafon of their infidelity; or 
becaufe they welY know they can- 
not expect to be made partakers of 
the happinefs of the next life, by 

reafon 


(3) See chap. 1. p. 2, 
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fpair of the refurre€tion of thofe who dwell in the 
graves. 


rcafon of thcir reje€ting of the pro- miffion is confirmed by miracles 
phet foretold in the law, and whofe (1). 


(1) Al Berpawr. 


C H A PP. LXI. 


Intitled, Battle Array; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HATEVER isin heaven and in earth ce- 

lebrateth the praife of Gop; for he is mighty 
and wife. O true believers, why do ye fay that which 
ye do not”? Itis moft odious in the fight of Gop, 
that ye fay that which ye do not. Verily Gop loveth 
thofe who fight for his religion in battle array, as 
though they were a well-compatted building. Re- 
member when Mosss faid unto his people, O my 
people, why do ye injure me*; fince ye know that 
I am the apoftle of Gop fent unto you? And when 
they had deviated from the truth, Gop made their 
hearts to deviate from the right way ; for Gop direé- 
eth not wicked people. And when Jesus the Son 
of Mary faid, O children of Israzt, verily I am 
the apoftle of Gop fent unto you, confirming the 
law which was delivered before me, and bringing 
good tidings of an apoftle who fhall come after me, 


tunes in defence of their faith, yee 
fhamefully turned their backs at the 
battle of Ohod (1). They may, how- 
ever, be applied to hypocrites of all 


Y Or, as fome rather judge, at 
Medina; which opinion is confirmed 
by the explication in the next note. 

* Why do ye fay that which ye do 


not ?]——-The commentators gene- 
rally fuppofe thefe words to be di- 
teéted to the Moflems, who, not- 
withftanding they had folemnly en- 
gaged to fpend their lives and for- 


(1) See chap. 3. p.77, &c. 


Ee2 


forts, whofe a€tions contradi& their 
words. 

* Why do ye injure me? ]—viz. 
By your difobedience ; or by mali- 
cioufly afperfing me (2). 


(2) See chap. 33. p. 285. 
and 
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and whofe name fhall be Anmep’, And when he 
produced unto them evident miracles, they faid, 
This is manifeft forcery. But who is more unjuft 
than he who forgeth a lie againft Gop, when he is 
invited unto Istam? And Gon direéteth not the 
unjuft people. They feck to extinguifh Gon’s light 
with their mouths: but Gop will perfeét his light, 
though the infidels be averfe thereto. It is he who 
hath fent his apoftle with the dire@&tion, and the reli- 
sion of truth, that he may exalt the fame above 
every religion, although the idolaters be averfe there- 
to. O truc believers, fhall I fhew you a merchandife 
which will deliver you from a painful torment here- 
after? | Believe in Gop and his apoftle; and defend 
Gon’s true religion with your fubftance, and in your 
own perfons. This will be better for you, if ye knew 
it. He will forgive you your fins, and will intro- 
duce you into gardens through which rivers flow, 
and agreeable habitations in gardens of perpetual 
ahode. This will be great felicity. And ye fhall ob- 
tain other things which ye defire, namcly, affiftance 
from Gon, and a f{peedy vi€tory. And do thou bear 
good tidings to the true believers. O true believers, 
be ye the affiftants of Gon; as Jesus the Son of 
Mary faid to the apoftles, Who will be my affiftants 
with refpeét to Gop*? The apoftles anfwered, We 
will be the afliftants of Gon. Soa part of the chil- 
dren of Israxrx believed, and a part believed not?: 
but we ftrengthencd thofe who believed, above their 
enemy; wherefore they became viclorious over them. 


& Whofe name fhall be Ahmed. ] 
~For Mohainimned alfo bore the name 
of Ahmed; both names being de- 
rvcd from the fame root, and nearly 
of the fame fignificattion. The Per- 
fian paraphrat, to fupport what ts 
here alleged, quotes the following 
words of Curtst, I goto my father, 
and the Paia lete fhall come (1): the 
Mohammedan dottors unanimoufly 


(1) See John xvi. 7, &e, 


(3) JALLALO'pDIN. 


teaching, that by the Paraclete, (or, 


‘as they chufe to read it, the Peri. 


ciyte, or Ilutrious) their prophet is 
intended, and no other (2). 

© See chap. 3. p. 64. 

4 Anda part believed not J—Ei- 
ther by rejecting him, or by affim- 
ing him to be Gop, and the fon of 
Gop (3). . 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. p. 98. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. UXIT. 


Intitled, The Affembly ; revealed at MEpiNA. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HATEVER is in heaven and earth praifeth 

Gop; the King, the Holy, the Mighty, the 
Wife. Itis he who hath raifed up amidift the illite- 
rate ARaBIANS an apoftle from among themfelves‘, 
to rehearfe his figns unto them, and to purify them, 
and to teach them the fcriptures and wifdom; where- 
as before they were certainly in a manifeft error; and 
others of them have not yet attained unto them, by 
embracing the faith ; though they alfo fhall be converted 
in GOD's good time ; for heis mighty and wife. This 
is the free grace of Gop: he beftoweth the fame on 
whom he pleafeth: and Gop is endued with great 
beneficence, The likenefs of thofe who were charged 
with the obfervance of the lgw, and then obferved it 
not, is as the likenels of an afs laden with books‘, 
How wretched is the likenefs of the people who 
charge the figns of Gop with falfehood! and Gop 
direéteth not the unjuft people, Say, O ye who fol- 
low the Jewifh religion, if ye fay that ye are the 
friends of Gop above other men, wifh for death‘, if 
ye fpeak truth. But they will never with for it, be- 
caufe of that which their hands have fent before 
them*: and Gop well knoweth the unjuft. Say, 
Verily death, from which ye fly, will furely meet 
you: then fhall ye be brought before him who 
knoweth as well what is concealed as what is difco- 


© See the Prelim. Difc. &. II. 


P- 55- 

‘As the likenefs of an afs laden 
with books.]—Becaufe they under- 
ftand not the prophecies contained 
in the law, which bear witnefs to 
Mohammed, no more than the afs 


Ee 3 


does the books he carries. 
_ &§ With for death. J—i. e. Make 
it your requeft to Gop, that he 
would tranflate you from this trou- 
blefome world to a ftate of nevere 
fading blifs. 
See chap. 2. p. 19. 
vered ; 


438 At KORAN. Cuap. 62. 


covered; and he will declare unto you that which 
ve have done. O true believers, when ye are called 
to prayer on the day of the affembly ‘, haften to the 
commemoration of Gop, and leave merchandifing. 
This will be better for you, if ye knew it. And 
when prayer is ended, then difperfe yourfelves through 
the land as ye lift, and feek gain of the liberality of 
Gop*: and remember Gop frequently, that ye may 
profper. But when they fee any merchandifing, or 
fport, they flock thereto, and Icave thee ftanding up 


in thy pulpit’. pk The reward which is with Gop 
is bettcr than any {port or merchandife: and Gop is 


the beft provider. 


t The day of the affembly. ]-That 
1s Friday, which being more pecu- 
liarly fet apart by Mohammed for the 
public woarfhip of Goo, is there- 
tore called Yawn al joma, 1.e. the 
day of the affembly, or congregation; 
whercas it was before called al 
Aruba. The firft time this day was 
particularly obferved, as fome fay, 
was on the prophet’s arrival at 
Medina; into which city he made 
his firft entry on a Friday: but 
others tel) us, that Caab Ebn Lowa, 
one of Mohammed’s anceftors, gave 
the day its prefent name, becaufe 
on that day the people ufed to be 
affembled before hima (1). One rea- 
for given for the obfervation of 
Friday, preferably to any other day 
of the week, 1s becaufe on that day 
Gop finifhed the creation (2). 

« And feek gain of the liberality 
of Goo. J——By returning to your 
commerce and worldly occupations, 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
Bairpawi, JALLALo’ppin. 


(2) V. Gor. in Alfrag. p. 15, 


if ye think fit: for the Mohamme- 
dans do not hold themfelves obliged 
to obferve the day of their public af- 
fembly with the fame ftri€tnefs as 
the Chriftians and Jews do their re- 
fpetive Sabbath ; or particularly to 
abftain from work, after they have 
performed their devotions. Some, 
however, from a tradition of their 
prophet, are of opinion, that works 
of charity, and religious exercifes, 
which may draw down the bleffin 

of Gop, are recommended in this 
paflage. 

1 ‘When they fee any merchandif. 
ing, or {port, &c. J-It is related, that 
one Friday, while Mohammed was 
preaching, a caravan of Merchants 
happened to arrive with their drums 
beating, according to cufiom; 
which the congregation hearing, 
they all ran out of the Mofque to fee 
them, except twelve only (3). 


(3) Al 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. LXIII. 


Intitled, The Hypocrites; revealed at Mep1NA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H EN the hypocrites come unto thee, they 

fay, We bear witnefs that thou art indeed 
the apoftle of Gop. And Gop knoweth that thou 
art indeed his apoftle: but Gop beareth witnefs that 
the hypocrites are certainly liars) They have taken 
their oaths for a prote€tion, and they turn others afide 
from the way of Gon: it is furely evil which they do. 
This is teftified of them, becaule they believed, and 
afterwards became unbelievers: wherefore a {eal is 
fet on their hearts, and they fhall not underftand. 
When thou beholdeft them, their perfons pleafe 
thee: and if they fpeak, thou heareft their difcourfe 
with delight. They refemble pieces of timber fet up 
againft a wall". ‘They imagine every fhout to be 
againit them®, They are enemies; wherefore be- 
ware of them. Gop curfe them: how are they 
turned afide from the truth! And when it is faid un- 
to them, Come, that the apoftle of Gop may afk 
pardon for you; they turn away their heads, and 
thou feeft them retire big with difdain. It fhall be 
equal unto them, whether thou afk pardon for them, 


™ When thou beholdeft them, 
their perfons pleafe thee, &c. ]—The 
commentators tell us, that Abdallah 
E-bn Obba, a chief hypocrite, was a 
tall man, of a very graceful pre- 
fence, and of a ready and eloquent 
tongue; and ufed to frequent the 
prophet’s affembly, attended by fe- 
veral like himfelf : and that thefe 
men were greatly admired by Mo- 
hammed, who was taken with their 
handfome appearance, and liftened 


(3) Al Berpawt. 


Ee 4 


to their difcourfe with pleafure (1). 

* They refemble pieces of timber 
fet up againft a wall): Reig tall and 
big, but void of knowledge and 
confideration (2). 

° They imagine every fhout to be 
again{t t om ay under con- 
tinual apprehenfions; becaufe they 
are con{cious of their hypocrify to- 
wards Gop, and their infincerity to« 
wards the Moflems, 


(2) Idem, 
or 


CHAP. LXIV. 
Intitled, Mutual Deceit; revealed at Mecca’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HA TEVER is in heaven and earth cele- 
brateth the praifes of Gon: his is the king- 

dom, and unto him is the praife due; for he is al- 
4 The commentators are not or partly at the one place, and partly 


agreed whether this chapter was at the other, 
revealed at Mecca, or at Medina ; 


mighty, 
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mighty. It is he who hath created you ; and one of 
you is predeftined to be an unbeliever, and another of 
you is predeflined to be a believer : and Gon beholdeth 
that which ye do. He hath created the heavens and 
the earch with truth; and he hath fafhioned you, and 
given you beautiful forms: and unto him mutt ye all 
go. He knowcth whatever isin heaven and earth: 
and he knoweth that which ye conceal, and that 
which ye difcover; for Gop knoweth the innermoft 
part of men’s breafts. Have ye not been acquainted 
with the {tory of thofe who difbelieved heretofore, 
and tafted the evil confequence of their behaviour ? 
And for them is prepared, in the life to come, a tor- 
menting punifhment. This fhall they fuffer, becaufe 
their apoltles came unto them with evident proofs of 
their miffion, and they faid, Shall men direét us? 
Wherefore they believed not, and turned their backs. 
But Gop ftandeth in need of no perfon: for Gop is 
felf-fufficient, and worthy to be praifed. The unbe- 
lievers imagine that they fhall not be raifed again. 
Say, Yea, by my Lorp, ye {hall furely be raifed 
again: then fhall ye be told that which ye have 
wrought; and this is cafy with Gop. Wherefore 
believe in Gop and his apoftle, and the light which 
we have fent down: for Gop is well acquainted with 
that which ye do. On a certain day he {hall affemble 
you, at the day of the general affembly : that will be 
the day of mutual deceit. And whofo fhall believe 
in Gop, and fhall do that which is right, from him 
will he expiate his evil deeds, and he will lead him 
into gardens beneath which rivers flow, to remain 
therein for ever. This will be great felicity. But 
they who fhall not believe, and fhall accufe our figns. 
of falfehood, thofe fhall be the inhabitants of hell-fire, 
wherein they fhall remain for ever; and a wretched 
* The day of mutual deceit.J— they would have had in paradife, had 


When the bleffed will deceive the they been true belli . 
damned, by taking the places which trartwite (1). as as 


(1) Idem, Jagraro’ppin, Yauya, 


journey 
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journey fhall it be thither! No misfortune happencth 
but by the permiffion of Gop; and whofo believeth 
in Gop, he will direct his heart: and Gop knoweth 
all things. Wherefore obey Gov, and obey the 
apoftle: but if ye turn back, verily the duty incum- 
bent on our apoitle is only public preaching. Gop! 
there is no Gop but he: wherefore in Gop let the 
faithful put their truft. O true believers, verily of 
your wives and your children ye have an enemy ': 
wherefore beware of them. But if ye pafs over their 
offences, and pardon, and forgive themt; Gop is 
likewife inclined to forgive, and merciful. Your 
wealth and your children are only a temptation: but 
with Gop is a great reward. Whercfore fear Gon, 
as much as ye are able; and hear, and obey: and 
give alms, for the good of your fouls; for whofo is 
preferved from the covetoufnefs of his own foul, 
they fhall profper. If ye lend unto Gop an accep- 
table loan, he will double the fame unto you, and 
will forgive you: for Gop is grateful and long- 
duffering, knowing both what 1s hidden, and what 
is divulged; the Mighty, the Wife. 


¢ Of your wives and your children 
ye have an enemy.J—For thefe are 
apt to diftraét aman from his duty, 
efpecially in time of diflrefs (1); a 
married man caring for the things 
that are of this world, while the un- 
married careth for the things that 


(1) lidem, 


pene tothe Lorn (g), 

' If ye pafs over their offences, 

&c.]~Confidering that the hindrance 

they mav occafion you proceeds 

from their affeGtion, aud their i] 

beating your abfence in time of war, 
Ce 


(2) See 1 Corinth. v.25, &e. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXV. 
‘Intitled, Divorce; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Prophet, when ye divorce women, put them 

away at their appointed term’; and compute 
ihe term exafily: and fear Gop, your Lorp. Oblige 
them not to go out of their apartments, neither let 
‘hem go out, until the term be expired, unlefs they be 
guilty of manifeft unclceanncfs. Thefe are the fta- 
‘utes of Gop: and whocver tran{greffeth the {tatutes 
of Gop, affuredly injureth his own foul. Thou 
icnoweft not whether Gon will bring fomething new 
io pafs, which may reconcile them, after this. And 
when they fhall have fulfilled their term, either re- 
tain them with kindnefs, or part from them honour- 
ably: and take witnefles from among you, men of 
‘ntegrity ; and give your teftimony as in the pre- 
fence of Gov. ‘This admonition is given unto him 
who believeth in Gon and the laft-day: and whofo 
feareth Gop, unto him will he grant a happy iffue 
out of all his affli€tions, and he will beftow on him an 
ample provifion from whence he expeéteth it not: 
and whofo trufteth in Gop, he will be his fufficient 
fupport; for Gop will furely attain his purpofe. 
Now hath Gop appointed unto every thing a deter- 
mined period. As to fuch of your wives as {hall de- 
{pair having their courfes, by reafon of their age; if 


_* Attheir appointed term.]-That manded to divorce their wives while 
ts, When they fhall have had their they are clean: and fays, that the 
courfes thrice, after the time of paflage was revealed on acceunt of 
their divorce, if they prove notto Ebn Omar, who divorced his wife 
be with child; or, if they prove when the had her courfes upon her; 
~with child, when they fhall have and was therefore obliged to take 
been delivered (1). Al Beidawi her again, 

:uppofes hufbands are hereby com- 


(1) See chap. &. p. 41. 
ye 
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ye be in doubtthereof, let their term be three months: 
and let the fame be the term of thofe who have not yet 
had their courfes. But as to thofe who are pregnant, 
their term fhall be, until they be delivered of their 
burden’. And whofo feareth Gon, unto him will 
he make his command eafy. This is the command 
of Gop, which he hath fent down unto you. And 
whofo fearcth Gop, he will expiate his evil deeds 
from him, and _ will increafe his reward. Suffer the 
women whom ye divorce to dwell in fome part of the 
houfes whercin ye dwell; according to the room and 
conveniencies of the habitations which ye poffefs: and 
make them not uneafy, that ye may reduce them to 
ftraits. And if they be with child, expend on them 
what fhall be needful, until they be delivered of their 
burden. And if they fuckle their children for you, 
give them their hire*; and confult among yourfelves, 
according to what fhall be juft and reafonable. And 
if ye be put to a difficulty herein, and another woman 
fhall fuckle the child for him, let him who hath plenty 
expend proportionably, in the maintenance of the mo- 
ther and the nurfe, out of his plenty : and let him whofe 
income is fcanty, expend in proportion out of that 
which Gop hath given him. Gop obligeth no man 
to more than-he hath given him ability to perform: 
Gop will caufe eafe to fucceed hardfhip. How many 
cities have turned afide from the command of their 
Lorp and his apoftles? Wherefore we brought 
them to a fevere account; and we chaftifed them 
with a grievous chaftifement: and they tafted the 
evil confequence of their bufinefs; and the end of 
their bufinefs was perdition. Gop hath prepared for 
them a fevere punifhment: wherefore fear Gop, O 
ye who are endued with underftanding. True be. 
lievers, now hath Gop fent down unto you an ad- 
monition, an apoftle who may rehearfe unto you the 
perfpicuous figns of Gon; that he may bring forth 

. Thee tire Which onght at fie pagal aie ee 
leaft to be (ufhcient to maintain and - 


thofe 
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thofe who believe and do good works, from darknefs 
into light. And whofo believeth in Gop, and doth 
that which is right, him will he lead into gardens _be- 
neath which rivers flow, to remain therein for ever: 
now hath Gop made an excellent provifion for him. 
ft is Gop who hath created feven heavens, and as 
many different ftories of the earth: the divine com- 
mand defcendeth between them’; that ye may know 
that Gop is omnipotent, and that Gop comprehendeth 
al! things by his knowledge. 


' The divine command defcendeth pervading them all, with abfolute 
wetween them.]——Penetrating and efficacy. 


CHAP. LXVL 
{ntitled, Prohibition; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Prophet, why holdeft thou that to be prohi- 
hited which Gop hath allowed thee, feeking 
io pleafe; fince Gop is inclined to forgive and mer- 


“ g'= Why holdeft thou that to be 
prohibited which Gon hath allowed 
thee, &c.]——Therc are fome who 
fuppofe this paflage to have been 
«ccafioned by Mohammed’s proteft- 
ing never to eat honey any more, 
becaufe, having once eaten fome in 
the apartment of Hafsa, or of Zei- 
nah, three other of his wives, 
namely, Ayefha, Sawda, and Safa, 
ali told him they felt he had been 
cating of the juice which diflils 
from certain fhrubs in tnofe parts, 
and refembles honcy in tafte and 
confiftence, but is of a very irons 
favour, and which the prophet ha 
@ great averfion to (1). But the 
more received opinion is, that the 
chapter was revealed on the follow- 
ing occafion. Mohammed having 


(1) Al Zamaxu. Al Berpawt. 


ciful ? 


lain with a flave of his named Mary, 
of Coptic extraét, who had been 
fent him as a prefent by al Mokaw- 
kas, governor of Egypt,) on the dav 
which was due to Ayefha, or to 
Hafsa, and, as fome fay, on Hafsa’s 
own bed, while fhe wa, abfent; and 
this coming to Hafsa’s knowledge, 
fhe took it extremely ill, and re- 
proached her hufband fo fharply, 
that, to pacify her, he promifed, with 
an oath, never to touch the maid 
again (2): and to free him from the 
obhyatuon of this promife, was the 
defizn of the chapter. 
I canaot here avoid obferving, as 
a learned writer (3) has done be- 
fore me, that Dr. Prideaux has 
ftangely mulicprefented this paf- 
fage. For having given the saith 
o 


(2) Iidem, Jausa u, Yanva. 


(3) Gaonrgr. not. ad Abu’lf, vit. Moh. p. 150. 
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ciful? Gop hath allowed you the diffolution of your 
oaths*: amd Gop is your mafter; and he is knowing 


of the prophet’s amour with his 
maid Mary, a little embellifhed, he 
proceeds to tell us, that in this chap- 
ter Mohammed brings in Gop al- 
lowing him, and all his Moflems, to 
he with their maids when they will, 
notwithflanding their wives: (where- 
as the words relate to the prophet 
only, who wanted not any new per- 
miffion for that purpofe, becaufe it 
was a privilege already granted him 
(1), though to none elfe:) and then, 
to fhew what ground he had for his 
affertion, adds, that the fist ‘woids 
of the chapter are, O prophet, why 
doft thou forbid what Gon hath al- 
Jowed thee, that thou mayef? pleafe 
thy wives? Gop hath granted unto 
yon to lie with your maid-fervants 
(2). Which laft words are not to 
be found here, or elfewhere in the 
Koran, and contains an_ allowance of 
what is exprefsly forbidden thercin 
(3); though the doftor has thence 
taken occafion to make fome reflcc- 
tions which might as well have been 
fpared. I fhall fay nothing to aggra- 
wate the matter; but Jeave the reader 
to imagine what this reverend divine 
would Wave faid of qa Mohammedan, 
if he had caught him tripping in the 
hike manner. 

Having digreffed fo far, I will ven- 
ture to add a word, or two, in order 
to account for one circumflance 
which Dr. Prideaux relates concern- 
ing Mohammed’s concubine Mary ; 
viz. that after her mafter’s death, no 
account was had of her or the fon 
which fhe had borne him, but both 
were fent away into Egypt, and no 
mention made of either ever after 
among them; and then he fuppofes 
(for he is feldom at a Jofs for a fup- 

fition) that Ayefha, out of the 

atred which fhe bore her, procured 


(1) See chap. 99. p. 281. 


See chap. 
Priv. "Pife of Mah. p. 


114. 


r 


'8) Al Bsipaws. 


17. p. 100. chap. 4. p. 98. and chap. 24. p. 1 
) Apu’ crarac. Hilt. Dynafl. p. 165. 


and 


of her father, who fuccecded the 
impoftor in the government, to 
have her thus difpofed of (4). 
But it being certain, by the general 
confent of all the caftern writers, 
that Mary continued in Arabia till 
her death, which happened in Me- 
dina, about five years after that of 
her mafler, and was buried in the 
ufual burying-place there, called al 
Baki, and that her fon died before 
his father, it has been afked, whence 
the dotor had this (5)? I anfwer, 
That I guefs he had it partly from 
Abu'lfaragius, according to the 
printed edition of whofe work, the 
Mary we are {peaking of, is faid to 
have been fent with her fifter Shirin 
(not with her fon) ro Alexandria 
by al Mokawkas (6): though I 
make no doubt but we ought in that 
paffage to read min, from, inftead of 
a, to; (notwithftanding the manu- 
{cript copies of this author ufed by 
Dr. Pocock, the editor, and alfo a 
very fair one in my own poffeffion 

agree in the latter reading;) an 

that the fentence ought to run thus, 
quam (viz. Mariam) una cum forore 
Shirina ab Alexandria miferat al 
Mokawkas. 

* God hath allowed you the diffo- 
Jution of your oaths. ]-By having ap- 
pointed an expiation for that pur« 
pofe (7): or, as the words may be 
tranflated, God hath allowed you to 
ufe an exception in your oaths, that 
1s, to add the words, if it pleafe 
Gop; in which cafe a man 1s exe 
cufed from guilt if he perform not 
his oath (8). The paflage, though 
direéted to all the Moflems in gene- 
tal, {eems to be particularly defign- 
ed for quieting the prophet’s confci« 
ence in regard to the oath abovee 
mentioned: but Al Beidawi ape 

proves 


(2) Prin. Life of Mah. p: 113. 
7, &e. 
(5) Gacnrer, ubi fupra. 


(7) See chap. 5. p. 148. 


Cuap, 66. Ar KORAN. 447 


and wife. When the prophet intrufted as a fecret 
unto one of his wives a certain accident; and when 
fhe difclofed the fame, and Gop made it known unto 
him; he acquainted her with part of what fhe had 
done, and forbore to upbraid her with the other part 
thereof. And when he had acquainted her there- 
with, fhe faid, Who hath difcovered this unto thee ? 
He anfwered, The knowing, the fagacious GOD 
}.ath difcovered it unto me®. If ye both be turned 
into Gop (for your hearts have {werved) it is well: 
hut if ye join againft him, verily Gop is his patron; 
and GABRIEL, and the good men among the faith- 
fil, and the angels are alfo his affiftants®’. If he di- 
yorce you, his Lorp can eafily give him in exchange 
‘ther wives better than you, women refigned unto 
i;OD, true believers, devout, penitent, obedient, 
<iven to fafting, both fuch as have been known by 
‘ther men, and virgins. O true belfevers, fave 
vour fouls, and: thofe of your families, from the fire 
‘whofe fuel is men and ftones, over which are fet 


proves not this opinion, becaufe fuch with the whole matter: whereupon 


‘n oath was to be looked upon as an 
.rconfiderate one, and required no 
+ xpiation. 

* When the prophet intrufted as a 
fecret unto one of his wives a cer- 
tain accident, &c. |——-When Mo- 
hammed found that Hafsa knew of 
rus beving Wate her, or ae es by 
fying with his concubine Mary on 
the day due to one of them, he de- 
fired her to keep the affair fecret, 
oromifing, at the fame time, that he 
would not meddle with Mary any 
snore; and foretold her, as a piece 
wf news which might footh ber va- 
mity, that Abu Becr and Ouuar 
thould fucceed him in the govern- 
ment of his people. Hafsa, how- 
ever, could not conceal this from 
Ayefha, with whom fhe lived in 
iin& friendfhip, but acquainted her 


the prophet, percerving, probably by 
Ayefha’s behaviour, that this fecret 
had been difcovered, upbraided Hafsa 
with her betraying him, telling her 
that Gon had revealed it to him; 
and not only divorced her, but fepa- 
rated him from all his other wives 
fora whole month, which time he 
fpent in the apartment of Mary, In 
a fhort time, notwithftanding, he 
took Hafsa again, by the dire€tion, as 
he gave out, of the angel Gabriel; 
who commended her for frequent 
falting and other exercifes of devo. 
tion, affiiing him likewife that fhe 
fhould be one of his wives in para- 
dife (1). 

_ © If ve both, &c.J—This fentence 
is direéted to Hafsa and Ayefha; the 
pronouns and verbs of the fecond 
perfon being in the dual number, 


(1) Idem, Al Zamaxu. &c. 


angels 
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angels fierce and terrible*; who difobey not Gop 
in what he hath commanded them, but perform 
what they are commanded. O unbelievers, ex- 
cufe not yourfelves this day; ye fhall furely be re- 
warded for what ye have done*. O true believers, 
turn unto Gop with a fincere repentance: peradven- 
ture your Lorp will do away from you your evil 
deeds, and will admit you into gardens, through 
which rivers flow; on the day whereon Gop will not 
put to fhame the prophet, or thofe who believe with 
him: their light fhall run before them, and on their. 
right-hands ‘, and they fhall fay, Lorp, make our 
light perfe&t, and forgive us; for thou art almighty. 
© prophet, attack the infidels with arms, and the 
hypocrites with arguments; and treat them with {fe- 
verity: their abode fhall be hell, and an ill journey 
fhall it be thither. Gov propoundeth as a fimilitude 
unto the unbelievers, the wife of Noau, and the 
wife of Lor: they were undcr two of our righteous 
fervants, and they deceived them both*; where- 
fore their hufbands were of no advantage unto them 
at all, in the fight of Gon*: and it fhall be faid 
unto them, at the laft-day, Enter ye into hell-fire, with 
thofe who enter thercin. Gon alfo propoundeth as a 
fimilitude unto thofe who believe, the wife of Pua- 


“4 See chap. 74. and the Prelim. 
Dilc. {e&. IV. p. 192. 

€ O unbelievers, &c. | ——Thefe 
words will be fpuken to the infidels 
at ne pe 

see Chap. 57. p. 41g. : 

& The wife at Noah, and the wife 
of Lot, &c. ]--Who were both un- 
believing women, but deceived 
their refpeQive hufbands by their 
hypocrify. Noah’s wife, named 
Waila, endeavoured to perfuade the 
people her hufband was diftiaéted ; 
and Lot’s wife, whofe name was 
Wiahela (though fome writers give 
this name tothe other, and that of 
Wiila to the latter,) was in confe- 


(1) Jarcar. Al Zaman. 


and 29. 


deracy with the men of Sodom, and 
ufed to give them notice when any 
ftrangeis came to lodge with him, by 
a fign of {moke by day, and of fire 
by night (1). 

» Wherefore their hufbands were 
of no advantage unto them, in the 
fight of Gon. ]—For they both met 
with adifaftrous end in this world 
(2), and will be doomed to eternal 
mifery inthe next. In like manner, 
as Mohammed would infinuate, the 
infidels of his time had no reafon to 
expect any mitigation of their pu- 
nifhment, on account of their relation 
to himfelf and the reft of the true 
believers. 


(2) See chap. 11. p. 21. and p. 28. 
RAOH 
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rRAoH'; when fhe faid, Lorn, build me a houfe with 
thee in paradife: and deliver me from Puaraon and 
his doings, and deliver me from the unjuft people: 
and Mary the daughter of Imran ; who preferved her 
chaftity, and into whofe womb we breathed of our {pi- 
rit*, and who believed in the words of her Lorn and 
his {criptures, and was a devout and obedient perfon'. 


i The wife of Pharaoh. J-viz. Afia 
the daughter of Mozahem. The 
commentators relate, that becaufe fhe 
believed in Mofes, her hufband cru- 
elly tormented her, faftening her 
hands and feet to four ftakes, and 
laying a large mill-ftone on her breaft, 
her face, at the fame time, being ex- 
ofed to the fcorching beams a; the 
un; thefe pains, however, were al- 
leviated by the angels fhading her 
with their wings, and the view of the 
manfion prepared for her in paradife, 
which was exhibited to her on her 
pronouncing the prayer in the text: 
at length Gon received her foul ; or, 


as fome fay, fhe was taken up alive 
into paradife, where fhe eats and 
drinks (3). 

k See chap. 19. p. 190, &c. 

1 On occafion of the honourable 
mention here made of thefe two ex- 
traordinary women, the commenta- 
tors introduce a faying of their pro- 
phet, That among men there had 

een many perfeét, but no more than 
four of the other fex had obtained 
erfe&tion, to wit, Afia, the wife of 

haraoh, Mary the daughter of Im- 
ran, Kadijah the daughter of Kho- 
wailed, (the prophet’s firft wife,) and 
Fatema the daughter of Mohammed. 


(1) JautAzo’pprn, Al Zamaxu. 


CHAP. LXVIL. 
Intitled, The Kingdom"; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


* PD LESSED be he in whofe hand is the kingdom; XXIX. 
for he is almighty! Who hath created death and 

life, that he might prove you, which of you is moft 

righteous in his ations: and he is mighty, and ready 

to forgive. Who hath created feven heavens, one 

above another: thou canft not fee in a creature of 

the moft Merciful any unfitnefs or difproportion. 

Lift up thine eyes again to heaven, and look whether 


™ tis alfo intitled by fome, The fay they, it will fave him Who reads 
Saving, or, The delivering, becaufe, it, from the torture of the fepulchre. 


Vou, II, Ff thou 
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thou feeft any flaw: then take two other views; and 
thy fight fhall return unto thee dull and fatigued. 
Moreover we have adorned the loweft heaven with 
lamps, and have appointed them to be darted at the 
devils®, for whom we have prepared the torment of 
burning firc: and for thofe who believe not in their 
Torp, is alfo prepared the torment of hell; an ill 
journey fhall it be thither! When they fhall be 
thrown thereinto, they fhall hear it bray like an 
afs°; and it fhall boil and almoft burft for fury. 
So often as a company of them fhall be thrown there- 
in, the keepers thereof {hall afk them, faying, Did 
hot a warner come unto you? They fhall anfwer, 
Yea, a warner came unto us: but we accufed him 
of impoflure, and faid, Gop hath not revealed any 
thing; ye are in no other than a great error: and 
they fhall fay, If we had hcarkened, or had rightly 
confidered, we fhould not have been among the in- 
habitants of burning fire: and they fhall confefs 
their fins; but far be the inhabitants of burning fire 
from obtaining mercy! Verily they who fear their 
Loxp in fecret, fhall receive pardon and a great re- 
ward. Either conceal your difcourfe, or make it 
public; he knowcth the innermoft parts of your 
breafts: {hall not he know all things who hath crea- 
ied them; fince he is the fagacious, the knowing ? 
It is he who hath levelled the earth for you: there- 
fore walk through the regions thereof, and eat of his 
provifion; unto him fhall be the refurreétion. Are 
ve fecure that he who dwelleth in heaven will not 
caufe the earth to fwallow you up? and behold, it 
fhall fhake. Or are ye {ecure that he who dwelleth 
in heaven will not fend againft you an impctuous 
whirlwind, driving the fands to overwhelm you? then 
fhall ye know how important my warning was. 
Lhofe alfo who were before you dilbelicved; and 
how gricvous was my difpleafure! Do they not be- 
hold the birds above them, extending and drawing 


» See chap. 15. p. 70. © See chap. 31. p. 264. 
back 
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back their wings? None fuftaineth them, except 
the Merciful; for he regardeth all things. Or who is 
he that will be as an army unto you, to defend you 
again{t the Merciful? Verily the unbelievers are in 
no other thana miftake. Or who is he that will give 
you food, if he withholdeth his provifion? yet they 
perfift in perverfenefs, and flying from the truth. Is 
he, therefore, who goeth grovelling upon his face, 
better direéted than he who walketh upright in a ftrait 
way’? Say, It is he who hath given you being, and 
endued you with hearing, and fight, and underitand- 
ing; yet how little gratitude have ye! Say, It is he 
who hath fown you in the earth, and unto him fhall 
ye be gathered together. They fay, When fhall this 
menace be put in execution, if ye fpeak truth? An- 
fwer, The knowledge of this mattcr 1s with Gop 
alon¢: for I am only a public warner. But when 
they fhall fee the fame nigh at hand, the countenance 
of the infidels fhall grow fad: and it fhall be faid unto 
them, This is what ye have been demanding. Say, 
What think ye? Whether Gop deftroy me and thofe 
who are with me, or have mercy on us; who will pro- 
teét the unbelievers from a painful punifhment? Say, 
He is the Merciful; in him do we believe, and in him 
do we put our truft. Ye fhall hereafter know who is 
in a manifeft error. Say, What think ye? If your 
water be in the morning {wallowed up by the earth, 
who will give you clear and running water ? 


? Is he who goeth grovelling on applied by the expofiters to the infis 
his face, &c.]—This comparifon is del and the true believer. 
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CHAP. LXVIIIL 
Intitled, The Pen; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


N 1 By the pen, and what they write’, thou, O- 
e Mouammen, through the grace of thy 
J.onp, art not diftrafted. Verily there is prepared 
for thee an everlafting reward: for thou art of a no- 
ble difpofition’. Thou fhalt fee, and the infidels 
fhall foc, which of you are bereaved of your 
fenfes. Verily thy Lorn well knoweth him who 
wandercth from his path; and he well knoweth thofe 
who are rightly direéted: wherefore obey not thofe 
who charge thee with impofture. They defire 
that thou fhouldeft be cafy with them, and they 
will be eafy with thee‘. But obey not any who is a 
common {fwearcer, a dcfpicable fellow, a defamer, 


¢ This letter is fometimes made 
the title of the chapter, but its mean- 
yng 1s confeffedly uncertain. ‘They 
who fuppofe it lands: for the word 
Nan, are not agreed as to its figm- 
fication in this place; for it is not 
only the name of the Ictte: N in 
Arabic, but fignifics alfo an ink-horn, 
anda fifh: fome ate of opinion the 
former fignification 1s the moil pro- 
poo here, as confonant to what is 
ammediately mentioned of the pen, 
and writing, and, confidering that 
the blood of certam fill is good ink, 
not inconfiftent with the lauer figm- 
fication; which is, however, pre- 
ferred by others, faying that either 
the whole fpecics of fifh in yzeneral 
1s hereby intended, or, the fifh which 
{wallowed Jonas, (who is mentioned 
in this chapter,) or elfe that vatt 
one called Behemoth, fancied to fup- 
port the earth in particular. ‘Thofe 
who acquiefce in none of the fore- 


(1) Al Zamaxu, Al Besoawr, Yauya. 


going. explications, have invented 
others of their own, and imagine this 
charaéter itands for the table of Gon’s 
decrees, or ove of the rivers in para- 
dife, &c. (1). 

‘ By the pen, and what the 
write. ]~Some underftand thefe words 
generally, and others of the pen with 
which Gon’s decrees are written on 
the preferved table, and of the angels 
who regifter the fame. 

* Of a noble difpofition.]-In that 
thou haft borne with fo much pati- 
ence and refignation the wrongs and 
infults of thy people, which have 
been greater than thofe offered to any 
apoltle before thee (2). 

' They defire that thou fhouldctt 
be eafy with them, and they will be 
eafy with thee. ]—i. e. If thon wilt 
let them alone in their idolatry and 
other wicked praftices, they will 
ceafe to revile and perfecute thee. 


(2) Al Berpaw:. 
going 
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going about with flander, who forbiddeth that which 
is good, who is alfo a tranfgreffor, a wicked perfon, 
cruel, and befides this, of fpurious birth‘, although 
he be poffeffed of wealth and many children: when 
our figns are rehearfed unto him, he faith, They are 
fables of the ancients. We will ftigmatize him on 
the nofe’. Verily we have tried the Meccans*, as 
we formerly tried the owners of the garden %, when 
they {wore that they would gather the fruit thereof* 
in the morning, and added not the exception, if it 
pleafé GOD: wherefore a furrounding deftruétion 
from thy Lorp encompafied it while they flept ; 
and in the morning it became like a garden whofe 
fruits had been gathered*. And they called the one 
to the other as they rofe in the morning, faying, Go 


« Obey not any common fwearer, 
&c.J—The perfon at whom this paf- 
fage was particularly levelled, 1s 
generally fuppofed to have been 
Mohammed’s inveterate enemy al 
Walid Ebn al Mogheira, whom to 
complete his charatter, he calls baf- 
tard, becaufe al Mogheira did not 
own him for his fon, ull he was 
eighteen years of age (1). Some, 
however, think it was al Akhnas Ebn 
Shoraik, who was really of the tribe 
of Thakif though reputed to be of 
that of Zahra (2). 

w We will fligmatize him on the 
nofe.}—Which being the moft con- 
fpicuous part of the face, a mark 
fet thereon is attended with the ut- 
moft ignominy. It is faid that this 
prophetical menace was aétually 
Tiade ood, al Walid having his 
nofe flit by a fword, at the battle of 
Bedr, the mark of which wound he 
carried with him to his grave (3). 

* We have tried the Meccans. ]— 
By afflicting them with a grievous 
famine. See chap. 23. p. 183. 

y The owners of the garden, &c.] 
—This garden was a plantation of 
Song Sia about two  parafangs 

rom Sanaa, belonging toa certain 
charitable man, who, when he ga- 


(1) Idem, Jaunar, 


(4) lidem. 


(2) Idem. 
F f 2 


thered his dates, ufed to give pub- 
lic notice to the poor, and to leave 
them fuch of the fruit as the knife 
milled, or was blown down by the 
wind, or fell befide the cloth {pread 
under the tree to receive it: after 
his death, his fons, who were then 
become mafters of the garden, ap- 
prehending they fhould come to 
want if they followed their father’s 
example, agreed to gather the fruit 
early in the morning, when the 
poor could have no notice of the 
matter ; but when they came to ex- 
ecute their purpofe, they found to 
their great onet and furprife, that 
their plantation had been deftroyed 
in the night (4). 

* That they would gather the fruit 
thereof. |—Literally, that they would 
cut it; the manner of gatherin 

ates being to cut the clufters o 
with a knife. Marracci fuppofes 
they intended to cut down the trees, 
and deftroy the plantation; which, 
ashe obferves, renders the ftory ri- 
diculous and abfurd. 

* Like a garden whofe fruits had 
been cathered. Or, as the original 
may alfo be rendered, like a dark 
night ; it being burnt up and black. 


(3) Idem, Jarrauw 


out 
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out early to your plantation, if ye intend to gather 
the fruit thereof : fo they went on, whifpering to onc 
another, No poor man fhall enter the garden upon 
vou, this day. And they went forth early, with a 
determined purpofe. And when they faw the garden 
blafted and deftroycd, they faid, We have certainly 
miftaken our way: but when they found it to be their 
own garden, they cried, Verily we are not permitted > 
to reap the fruit thereof. ‘The worthicr of them faid, 
Did I not fay unto you, Will ye not give praife un- 
to Gop? They anfwered, Praile be unto our Lorn! 
Verily we have been unjuft doers, And they began 
io blame cne another‘, and they faid, Wo be unto 
us! verily we have been tranfgreffors : peradventure 
our Lorp will give us in exchange a better garden 
than this: and we carneftly hetecele: our Lorp 0 par- 
don us. Thus is the chaftifement of this life: but 
the chaflifement of the next fhail be more grievous ; 
if they had known it, they would have taken heed. Ve. 
rily for the pious are prepared, with their Lorn, 
wardens of delight. Shall we deal with the Moflems, 
as with the wicked!? What aileth you that ye 
yudge thus? Have ye a book from heaven, as 
ye Tead. that ye are therein promifed that which 
fhall choofe ? Or have ye received oaths which fhall 
be binding upon us to the day of refurrc€lion, that 
ye fhall enjoy what ye imagine? Afk them, which of 
them will be the voucher of this. Or have they com- 
panions® who wil vouch for them? Let them pro- 
duce their companions, therefore, if they fpeak 


6 The fame expreffion is ufed, again, as Mohammed and his fol- 


chap. 56. p. 416. 

© They began to blame one ano- 
ther. |-For one adviled this expedi- 
tion, another approved of it, a thid 
gave confent by his filence, but the 
fourth was abfolutely againtt i it (1). 

4 Shall we deal with the Moflems 
as with the wicked? J—This paflage 
was revealed in anfwer to the infi- 


dels, who faid, lf we fhall be raifed 
(1) Al Brrpaw1, 


lowers imagine, they wil] not excel 
us; but we fhall certainly be ina 
better condition than they in the next 
world, as we are in this (2). 

i. Have they companions? ]-Or, as 
fome interpret the word, idols ; 
which can make their condition, in 
the next life, equal to that of the 
Mollems ? 


(2) Al Berpawi. 
truth, 
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truth. On a certain we the leg fhall be made bear‘ ; 
and they fhall be called upon to worfhip, but they 
fhall not be able*. Their looks fhall be caft down: 
ignominy fhall attend them: for that they were in- 
vited to the worfhip of GOD, while they were in 
fafety, but would not hear. Let me alonc, there- 
fore, with hin who accufcth this new revelation of 
impofture. We wiil lead them gradually to dcftruc- 
tion, by ways which they know not’: and I will 
bear with them for a longtime: for my ftratagem is 
effe€tual. Doft thou afk them any reward for thy 
preaching? But they are laden with debts. Are the 
fecrets of futurity with them; and do they tranfcribe 
the fame from the table of God’s decrees '? Wherefore 
patiently wait the judgment of thy Lorp: and 
be not like unto him who was fwallowed by the 
fifh*, when he cried unto GOD, being inwardly 
vexed. Had not grace from his Lorn reached him, 
he had furely been caft forth on the naked fhore, co- 
vered with fhame: but his Lorp chofe him, and 
made him one of the righteous. It wanteth little but 
that the unbelievers {trike thee down with their ma- 
licious looks, when they hear the admonition of the 
Koran ; and they fay, He is certainly diftratted : 
but it is no other than an admonition unto all crea- 
tures. 


€ The leg fhall be made bare. ]- 
This expreffion is ufed to fignify a 
grievous and terrible calamity: thus 
they fay, War has made bare the 
leg, when they would exprefs the 
fury and rage of battle (1), 

€ They {hall be called upon to wor- 
fhip, but they fhall not be able ]~Be- 
caufe the time of acceptance fhal] be 
paft. A) Beidawi 1s uncertain whe- 
ther the words refpeét the day of 
UeRment, or the article of death : 

ut Jallalo’ddin fuppofes them to re- 
late to the former, and adds that 


the infidels fhall not be able to per- 
form the a&t of adoration, becaufe 
their backs fhall become ftiff and in- 
flexible. 

» By ways which they know not. | 
—1i,e. By granting them long life 
and profperity in this world; which 
will deceive them to their ruin. 

i See chap. 52. p. 400. 

k Be not like him who was fwal- 
lowed by the fifth. |—That ts, Be not 
impatient and pettifh, as Jonas was. 
See chap. 21. p. 163. 


(1) Idem, Jacrar. 
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CHAP. LXIX. 
Intitled, The Infallible; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE infallible'! What is the infallible? And 

what fhall caufe thee to underftand what the 
infallible is? The tribes of Tuamup and Ap denied 
as a falfehood the day which fhall ftrikc ™ men’s hearts 
with terror. But Tuamup were deftroyed by a ter- 
nble noife : and Ap were deftroyed by a roaring and 
furious wind; which Gop caufed to affail them for 
feven nights and cight days fucceflively: thou mighteft 
have {een people, during the fame, lying proftrate, 
as though they had been the roots of hollow palm- 
trces"; and couldeft thou have feen any of them re- 
maining ? Pyaraou alfo, and thofe who were before 
him, and the cities which were overthrown’, were 
guilty of fin; and they feverally were difobedient to 
the apoftle of their Lorp; wherefore he chaftifed 
them with an abundant chaftifement. When the 
water of the deluge arofe, we carried you in the ark 
which fwam thereon; that we might make the fame 
a memorial unto you, and the retaining ear might 
retain it. And when one Dlaft fhall found the trum- 
pet, and the earth fhall be moved from its place, and 
the mountains alfo, and fhall be dafhed in pieces at 


» The infallible.]—The original account, and the confequent re- 


word al Hakkat is one of the names 
o cpithets of the day of judgment. 
AAs the root from which it 1s de- 
sived, fignifies notonly to be or come 
to pals of neceffity, but alfo to verify, 
fome rather think that day to be fo 
called becaufe it will verify, and 
fhew the truth of what men doubt 
of inthis life; viz. the refurre&tion 
of the dead, their being brought to 


wards and punifhments (1). 

™ The day which hall ftrike.J— 
Arab. al Kariat, or the firsking ; 
which is another name or epithet of 
the laft-day. 

2 Sce chap. 54. p.-406. 

© The cities which were over- 
thrown. ]—viz. Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. See chap.9. p. 253: not.’. 


(1) Tidem. 


one 
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one ftroke: on that day the inevitable hour of judg- 
ment fhall fuddenly come; and the heavens fhall 
cteave in funder, and fhall fall in pieces, on that day : 
and the angels fhall be on the fides thereof? ; and 
cight fhall bear the throne of thy Lorn above them, 
wn that dav. On that day ye fhall be prefented 
heforc the judgment-feat of GOD; and none of your 
secret aGtions fhall be hidden. And he who fhall have 
his book delivered into his right-hand, fhall fay, 
Take ye, read this my book; verily I thought that 
I fhould be brought to this my account: he fhall 
lead a pleafing life, in a lofty garden, the fruits 
whereof fhall be near to gather. Eat and drink with 
eafy digeftion; becaufe of the good works which ye 
fent before you, in the days which are paft. But 
he who fhall have his book delivered into his left- 
hand, fhall fay, O that I had not received this my 
book; and that I had not known what this my ac- 
count was! O that death had made an end of me! 
My riches have not profited me; and my power is 
paffed from me. And GOD bhall fay to the keepers of 
hell, Take him, and bind him, and caft him into 
hell to be burned; then put him into a chain of the 
length of feventy cubits": becaufe he believed not 
in the great Gop; and was not folicito:'s to feed the 
poor: wherefore this day he fhall have no friend 
here; nor any food, but the filthy corruption flowing 
from the bodies of the damned, which none fhall eat but 
the finners, I fwear* by that which ye fee, and that 
which ye fee not, that this is the difcourfe of an ho- 
nourable apoftle, and not the difcourfe of a poet: 


P The angels fhall be on the fides 


fent being generally fuppofed to be 
thereof. |—Thefe words feem to in- PP 


timate the death of the angels, at 
the demolition of their habitation ; 
befides the ruins whereof they fhall 
lie like dead bodies, 

4 Eight angels fhall bear the throne 
of thy Lorn, on that day.]—The 
number of thofe who bear it at pre- 


but four; to whom four more wil] 
be added at the laft-day, for the 
grandeur of the occafion (1). 

* Put him intoa chain, &c. J—i. e. 
Wrap him round with it, fo that he 
may not be able to fiir. 

* I fwear.—Or, I will not fwear. 
See chap. 56. p. 416. not, }, 


(1) idem. 


how 
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how Intle do ye believe! Neither is it the difcourfe 
of a foothfayer: how little are ye admonifhed! It is 
a revelation from the Lorp of all creaturcs. If 
MouammeD had forged any part of thefe difcourfes 
concerning us, verily we had taken him by the right- 
hand, and had cut in funder the vein of his heart ; 
neither would we have with-held any of you from 
chaflifing him. And verily this book is an admonition 
unto the pious; and we well know that there are 
fome of you who charge the fame with impofture : but 
it fhall furely be an occafion of grievous fighing unto 
the infidels ; for it is the truth of a certainty. Where- 
fore praife the name of thy Lorn, the great GOD. 
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CHAP. LXxX. 
Intitled, The Steps; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


NE demanded and called for vengeance to fall 

on the unbelievers': there fhall be none to 
avert the fame from being infliéted by Gop, the pof{cfor 
of the fteps*; by which the angels afcend unto him, 
and the {pirit Gasriex alfo, in a day whofe fpace is 
fifty thoufand years”: wherefore bear the infults of 
the 


t One called for the pumfhment to 
he infli€ted on the unbelievers. ]— 
The perfon here meant 1s generally 
{uppofed to have been al Nodar Ebn 
al Hareth, who faid, O Gon, if what 
Mohammed preaches be the truth 
from thee, rain down upon us a 
fhower of flones, or fend fome dread- 
ful judgment to punihh us (1). Others, 
however, think it was Abu Jahl, 
who challenged Mohammed to caufe 
a fragment of heaven to fall on 
them (2). 

* The fleps.]—By which prayers 
and righteous aftions afcend to hea- 


(1) Al Zamaxs. Al Brinaw:, 


ven; or by which the angels afcend 
to receive the divine commands, or 
the believers will afcend to paradife, 
Some anderftand thereby, the differ. 
ent orders of angels ; or the heavens, 
which rife gradually one above a- 

nother. 
~ A day whofe fpace is fifty thou- 
fand eee this is fuppofed to be 
the fpace which would be required 
for their afcent from the loweft 
part of the creation to the throne of 
Goo, if it were to be meafured ; 
orthe ume which it would take a 
man up to perform that journey : 
and 


fo) Al Beipawt. 
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te Meccans with becoming patience; for they fee 
itetr punifhment afar off, but we fee it nigh at hand. 
(© acertain day the heaven fhall become like molten 
L.afs, and the mountains lke wool of various co- 
tars, {cattered‘abroad by the wind: and a friend fhall 
yiot afk a friend concerning his condition, althoughthey 
fs one another. The wicked fhail wifh to redeem 
hinfelf from the punifhment of that day, by giving 
wp his children, and his wife, and his brother, and 
ics kindred who fhewced kindnelfs unto him, and all 
ho are inthe earth; and that this might deliver him: 
by no means: for hell-fre, dragging them by their 
fcalps, fhall call him who fhall have turned his back, 
3d fled from the faith, and fhall have amaffed riches, 
end covetoufly hoarded them. Verily man is created 
:xtremely impatient*: when cvil toucheth him, he 
is full of complaint; but when good befalleth him, 
tc becometh niggardly: except thofe who are devoutly 
given, and who perfeverc in their prayers; and thofe 
if whofe fubftance a due and certain portion is ready 
;2 be given unto him who afketh, and him who is 
sorbidden by fhame to afk: and thofe who fincerely’ 
believe the day of judgment, and who dread the pu- 
nifhment of their Lorn: (for there is none fecure 
irom the punifhment of their Lorp) and who ab- 


and this is not contradictory to 
what is faid elfewhere (1), 1f it be 
to be interpreted of the afcent of the 
ungels) that the length of the day 
whereon they afcend is 1000 years ; 
hecaufe that is meant only of their 
afcent from earth to the lower hra- 
ven, including alfo the time of their 
defcent. 

But the commentators generall 
taking the day fpoken of in bot 
thefe paffages, to be the day of 
judgment, have recourfe to feveral 
«xpedients to reconcile them, fome 
of which we have mentioned in a- 
uother place (v‘: and as both paf- 


(1) See chap. 32. p, 267. 
(3) See ib. p. 117, ia 


fages feem to contradi@t what the 
Mohammedan doétors teach, that 
Gop wi)! judge all creatures in the 
fpace of half a day (3), they fup- 
pofe thofe large numbers of years 
are defigned to exprefs the time of 
the previous attendance of thofe whe 
are to be judged (4); or elfe to the 
{pace wherein Gop will judge the 
unbclieving nations, of which, they 
fay, there will be fifty, the trial of 
each nation taking up 1000 years, 
though that of the true believers will 
be over in the fhort fpace above-men- 
tioned (5). 
* Sce chap. 17. p. 228, 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. p, 1104 
(4) See ib. p. 114. 


(5) Al Zamaau. 
ftain 
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{tain from the carnal knowledge of women other than 
their wives, or the flaves which their right-hands 
poffefs; (for as to them they fhall be blamelefs ; but 
whoever covetcth any woman befides thefe, they are 
tran{greffors) and thofe who faithfully keep what 
they are intrufted with, and their covenant ; and who 
are upright in their teftimonies, and who carefully 
obferve the requifite rites in their prayers: thefe fhall 
dwell amidit gardens, highly honoured. What ail- 
eth the unbelievers, that they run before thee in com- 
panies, on the right-hand and on the left? Doth 
every man of them wifh to enter into a garden of de- 
light? By no means: verily we have created them 
of that which they know’. I fwear’ by the Lorp 
of the eaft and of the weft*, that we are able to de- 
{troy them, and to fubftitute better than them in their 
room; ncither are we to be prevented, if we fhall 
pleafe fo to do. Wherefore fuffer them to wade in 
vain difputes, and to amufe themfelves with {port : 
until they mcet their day with which they have been 
threatened; the day whereon they fhall come forth 
haftily from their graves, as though they were troops 
haftcning to their ftandard: their looks fhall be down- 
caft; ignominy fhall attend them. This is the day 
with which they have been threatened, 


¥ Verily we have created them of — 7 I fwear.]—Or, I will not {wear, 
that which they know.J—viz. Of &c. See chap. 56. p. 416. not. i. 
filthy feed, which bears no relation * OF the caft and of the weft. J—~ 
or refemblance to holy beings: The original words are in the plural 
wherefore it is neceffary for him number, and fignify the different 
who would hope to be an inhabitant points of the horizon at which the 
of paradife, to perfeét himfelf in fun rifes and fets in the courfe of 
faith and fpiritual virtues, to fithim- the year. See chap. 37. p. go8, 
f-!f for that place (1). not. % 


(1) Al Bespawr. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P.- LXXI. 


Intitled, Noau; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


bY om snidy we fent Nosn unto his people, faying, 
Warn thy people, before a grievous punifhment 
overtake them. Noau faid, O my pcople, verily I 
am a public warner unto you; wherefore ferve Gop, 
and fear him, and obey me: he will forgive you 
sart of your fins, and will grant you a refpite until 
a determined time: for Gon’s determined time, when 
it cometh, fhall not be deferred; if ye were men of 
underftanding, ye would know this. He faid, Lorn, 
verily 1 have called my people night and day; but 
my calling only increafeth their avcrfion: and when- 
foever I call them to the true faith, that thou mayeft 
forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears, and 
cover themfelves with their garments, and perfift in 
their infidclity, and proudly difdain my counfel. More- 
over I invited them openly, and I fpake to them 
again in public; and I alfo fecretly admonifhed them 
In private: and I faid, Beg pardon of your Lorn; 
for he is inclined to forgive: and he will caule the 
heaven to pour down rain plentifully upon you, and 
will give you increafe of wealth and of children‘; 
and he will provide you gardens, and furnifh you 
with rivers. What ailcth you, that ye hope not for 
benevolence in Gop‘; fince he hath created you 

varioully ? 


» Part of your fins. ]—i. e. Your 
paft fins; which are done away by 
the profeffion of the true faith. 

© And he will caufe the heaven to 
rain plentifully upon you, and will 
give you increafe of wealth and of 
children. J-It is faid, that afte: Noah 


had for a long time preached to them 
in vain, Gon [hut up the heaven for 
forty years, and rendered their wo- 
men barren (1), 

4 What aileth you, that ye hope 
not for benevolence in Gon ?]-1. e. 
That Goo will accept and amply 

reward 


(1) Idem, 
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varioufly °? Do ye not fee how Gon hath created the 
fevcn heavens, one above another; and hath placed 
the moon therein for a light, and hath appointed the 
fun for a taper? Gon hath alfo produced and caufed 
you to {pring forth from the earth: hereafter he will 
caufe you to return into the fame; and he will again 
take you thence, by bringing you forth from your 
graves. And Gop hath fprcad the carth as a carpet 
for you, that ye may walk therein through fpacious 
paths. Noau faid, Lorp, verily they are difobe- 
dient unto me; and they follow him whole riches 
and children do no other than increafe his perdition. 
And they devifed a dangerous plot againft Noan: and 
the chicf men faid to the others, Ye {hall by no means 
leave your gods; neither fhall ye forfake Wanp, nor 
Sowa, nor YacuutuH, and Yaux, and Nesr* 
And they feduced many; (for thou fhalt only in- 
creafe error in the wicked) becaufe of their fins they 
were drowned, and caft into the fire of hell; and they 
found none to protett them againft Gon, And 
Noau faid, Lorp, leave not any familics of the un- 
believers on the earth: for if thou leave them, they 
will feduce thy fervants, and will beget none but a 
wicked and unbelieving offspring, Lorn, forgive 
me and my parents’, and every one who fhall enter 
my houfe', being a true believer, and the true be- 
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reward thofe who ferve him? For 
fome fuppofe Noah’s people made 
him this anfwer, If what we now fol- 
low be the truth, we ought not to 
forfake it ; but if it be falfe, how will 
Gop accept, or be favourable unto us, 
who have rebelled againft him (1) ? 

© Hath created you varioufly. ]— 
That is, as the commentators ex- 
pound it, by various fteps or changes, 
from the original matter, til! ye be- 
came perfe& men (2). 

£ Thefe were five idols worfhipped 
by the Antediluvians, and afterwards 
by the ancient Arabs. See the Prel. 
Difc. {c&. 1. p. 24. . 


(1) Idem. 


& Loro, leave not any families 
of the unbelievers, &c.]—They fay 
Noah preferred not this prayer for 
the A elinsGion of his people till after 
he had tried them for ninc hundred 
and fifty years, and found them in- 
coniigible reprobates. 

» My parents. ]—His father La- 
mech, and his mother, whofe name 
was Shamkha, the daughter of Enofh, 
being true believers. 

i My heufe. ]—The commentators 
are uncertain whether Noah’s dwel- 
ling-houfe be here mgant, or the 
temple he had built for the worfhip 
of Gop, or the ark. 


(2) See chap, 22. p. 166, and chap. 23. p. 178, &c. 


hievers 
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levers of both fexes; and add unto the unjuft doers 
nothing but deftruction. 


CHAP. LXXI. 


Intitled, The Genii; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY, it hath been revealed unto me that a com- 

pany of genii attentively heard me reading the 
Koran *, and faid, Verily we have heard an admi- 
rable difcourfe; which direéteth unto the right in- 
‘titution: wherefore we believe therein, and we will 
hy no means affociate any other with our Lorp. He 
‘may the majefty of our Lorp be exalted!) hath 
1aken no wife, nor hath he begotten any iffue. Yet 
she foolifh among us! hath fpoken that which is ex- 
iremely falfe of Gop: but we verily thought that 
neither man nor gentus would by any means have 
uttered a lie concerning Gop. And there are certain. 
sxen who fly for refuge unto certain of the genii™; 
bat they increafe their folly and tranfgreffion: and 
trey alfo thought, as ye thought", that Gop would 
not raife any one to life. And we formerly attempted 
tu pry into what was trahfatting in heaven; but we 
found the fame filled with a flrong guard of angcls, 
and with flaming darts: and we fat on fome of the 
‘cats thereof to hear the difcourfe of its inhabitants ; 


k See chap. 46. p. 974. not. ". 

‘ The foo ith aioe ae 
c lis, or the rebellious gen. 
" There are certain men who f 
‘ 3" tefuge unto certain of the sere: 
~--For the Arabs, when they found 
themf{elves in a defert in the even- 
ing, (the genii being fuppofed to 
heant luch aay about that time) 
civd to fay, I fly for refuge unto the 
Lird of this valley, that he may de- 


fend me from the foolifh amonz his 
people (1). 

" They allo thought, as ve thought, 
&c. |—It is uncertain which of thefe 
pronouns is to be referred to man- 
kind, and which to the genii: fome 
expofitors taking that of the third 
perfon to relate to the former, and 
that of the fecond peifon to the Jat- 
ter; and others being of the contrary 
opinion, 


(1) Al Bezpawr. 


but 
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but whoever lifteneth now, findeth a flame laid in 
ambuth for him, to guard the celeftial confines*. And 
we know not whether evil be hereby intended againft 
thofe who are in the earth, or whether their Lorp 
intendeth to dire€t them aright. There are fome 
among us who are upright; and there are fome 
among us who are otherwife: we are of different 
ways. And we verily thought that we could by no 
means fruftrate Gop in the earth, neither could we 
efcape him by flight: wherefore, when we had heard 
the dire€tion contained in the Koran, we believed 
therein. And whoever believeth in his Lorn, need 
not fear any diminution of his reward, nor any in- 
juftice. There are fome Moflems among us; and 
there are others of us who {werve from righteoufnefs °. 
And whofo embraccth Istam, they earneftly feek 
true dire€tion: but thofe who {werve from righteouf- 
nefs, fhall be fewel for hell. If they tread in the 
way of truth, we will furely water them with abun- 
dant rain?; that we may prove them thereby: but 
whofo turneth afide from the admonition of his 
Lorp, him will he fend into a fevere torment. 
Verily the places of worfhip are fet apart unto Gop: 
wherefore invoke not any other therein together with 
Gov. When the fervant of Gon’ f{tood up to in- 
voke him, it wanted little but that the genii had 
preffed on him in crouds, to hear him rehearfe the 
Koran. Say, Verily I call upon my Lorop only, 
and I affociate no other god with him. Say, Verily 
I am not able, of mytfelf, to procure you either hurt, 
or a right inftitution. Say, Verily none can proteét 
me againft Gop; neither fhall I find any refuge be- 
fides him. I can do no more than publifh what hath 
been revealed unto me from Gop, and his meflages., 


° See chap. 15. p. 70. Some think by thefe words rain is 
P See the Prelim. Difc. fe&.1V. promifed to the Meccans, after their 
p-95, &c. feven years drovght, on their em- 
q We will water them with abun- bracing Iflam. 
dant rain.J——i.e. We will grant | * The fervant of Gop. ]——vize 
them pleaty of all good things. Mohanmed, 
And 
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And whofoever fhall be difobedient unto Gop and his 
apoftle, for him is the fire of hell prepared; they fhall 
remain therein for ever. Until they fee the vengeance 
with which they are threatened, they will not ceafe 
their oppofition: but then fhall they know who were 
the weaker in a prote€tor, and the fewer in number. 
Say, I know not whether the punifhment with which 
ye are threatened be nigh, or whether my Lorp will 
appoint for it a diftant term. He knoweth the fecrets 
of futurity ; and he doth not communicate his fecrets 
unto any, except an apoftle in whom he is well 
pleafed: and he caufeth a guard of angels to march 
before him, and behind him; that he may know that 
they have executed the commiffions of their Lorn‘: 
he comprehendeth whatever is with them; and count- 
eth all things by number. 


* That he may know that they 
have executed the commiffions of 
their Loro. |—That is to fay, Either 
that the prophet may know that 
Gabriel and the other angels, who 
bring down the revelation, have 


communicated it to him pure and 
free from any diabolical fuggef- 
tions; or that Gop may know that 
the prophet has publifhed the fame 
to mankind (1). 


(1) Idem. 


CHAP. LXXIII. 


Intitled, The Wrapped up; revealed at 
Mecca‘, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Thou wrapped up’, 


arife to prayer, and conti- 


nue therein during the night, except a fmall 


* Some will have the taft verfe, 
beginning at thefe words, Verily thy 
Lorn knoweth, &c. to have been 
revealed at Medina. 

* O thou wrapped up. |—When 
this revelation was brought to Mo- 
chammed, he was wrapped up in his 


(1) Al Zamaxu. Al Bsirvawt. 
Gg 


Vou. YW, 


| part ; 
garments, peng atinignted at the ap. 


arance of Gabriel ; or, as fome fay, 

e lay fleepiug unconcernedly, or, 
according to others, praying, wrap- 
ped up in one pat of a large mantle, 
or tug, with the other part of which 
Ayefha had covered herfelfto fleep(3). 


Thie 
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part”; that is to fay, during one half thereof: or do 
thou leffen the fame a little, or add thereto*%. And 
repeat the Koran with a diftin& and fonorous voice: 
for we will lay on thee a weighty word’. Verily 
the rifing by night’ is more efficacious for ftedfaft 
continuance in devotion, and more conducive to de- 
cent pronunciation*: for in the day-time thou haft 
long employment. And commemorate the name of 
thy Lorp: and feparate thyfelf unto him, renoun- 


cing worldly vanities. He 


This epithet of wrapped up, and 
another of the fame import given to 
Mohammed in the next chapter, 
have been imagined, by feveral 
learned men (1), pretty plainly to 
intimate his being fubictt to the 
falling ficknefs; a malady gene- 
rally attributed to him by the 
Chriflians (2), but mentioned by no 
Mohammedan writer. Though fuch 
an inference may be made, vet I 
think it {carce probable, much lefs 
neceflary (3). 

~ Except a {mall part. |——For a 

half is fuch, with refpe& to the 
whole. Or, as the fentence may 
be rendered, Pray half the night, 
within a finall matter, &c. Some 
expound thefe words as an excep- 
Gon co mights in general; accord- 
me to whom the fenfe will be, 
Spend one half of every might in 
prayer, except fonic few myhts in the 
year, &c. (4). 
x Ordo thou leffen the fame, or 
add thereto. J—i.¢. Set apart either 
lefs than half the night, as one 
thiid, for example, or more, as 
two thirds. Or the meaning may 
be, Either take a {mall matter from 
a leffer part of the night than one 
half, e.g. from one third, and 
reduce it to a fourth; or add to 
fach leffer part, and make ir a full 
balf { ). , Z 

’ BR weighty word.J—viz. The 


(1) Hortine. Hift. Orient. I. 1. c. 2 
V. Gacnixz. not. ad Asu’:r. vit. Moh. p. 9. 
of Mah. p. 16. and the authors there cited. 


of the Saracens, vol. 1. p. 300, &c. 
{G) Idem, Jaucan. 


is the Lorn of the eaft, 


precepts contained in the Koran; 
which are heavy and difficult to thofe 
who are obliged to obferve them, and 
efpecially to the prophet, whofe care 
it was to fee that his people obferved 
them alfo (6). 
* The rifing by night.J—Or, The 
erfon who rifeth by night; or the 
ours, or particularly the firft hours 
of the night, &c. 

© The rifing b night is more effi- 
cacious for ftedfaft continuance in 
devotion, and more conducive to de- 
cent pronunciation. ]—For the night- 
time is‘moft proper for meditation 
and praver, and alfo for reading Gov’s 
word diftin&ly and with attention ; 
by reafon of the abfence of every 
noife and obje€t which may diflratt 
the mind. 

Marracci, having mentioned this 

natural explication of the Moham- 
medal commentators, becanfe he 
finds one word in the verfe which 
may be taken in a fenfe tending that 
way, fays the whole may with great- 
er exatnefs be expounded of the fit- 
nefs of the night feafon for amorous 
diverfions and difcourfe; and he pa- 
raphrafes it in Latin thus: Certe in 
ied oe noftis majus robur & vim 
rabet homo, ad foeminas premendas 
& fubagitandas, & ad clarioribus ver- 
bis amores {uos propalandos (7). A 
moft effeétual way this, to turn a 
book into ridicule! 


Marrac. in Alc. p. 753. 

(2) See Parn. Life 
(3) See Ocxiey’s Hift. 
(4) Al Berpawi, (5) Idem. 


(7) Maxxac, n Alc. p. 759 


and 
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and of the weft; there is no Gop but he. Where- 
fore take him for thy patron: and patiently fuffer 
the contumelies which the infidels utter againft thee ; 
and depart from them with a decent departure. And 
let me alone with thofe who charge the Koran with 
falfehood, who enjoy the bleffings of this life; and 
bear with them for a while: verily with us are heavy 
fetters, and a burning fire, and food ready to choak 
him who fwalloweth it*, and painful torment. On 
a certain day the earth fhall be fhaken, and the 
mountains alfo, and the mountains fhall become a 
heap of fand poured forth. Verily we have fent un- 
to you an apoltle, to bear witnefs againft you; as 
we fent an apoftle unto PHaraon: but PHaraon 
was difobedient unto the apoftle; wherefore we chaf- 
tifed him with a heavy chaftifement. How, there- 
fore, will ye efcape, if ye believe not, the day which 
fhall make children become grey-headed through ter- 
ror? The heaven fhall be rent in funder thereby: the 
promife thereof fhall furely be performed. Verily 
this is an admonition; and whoever is willing to be 
admonifhed, will take the way unto his Lorp. Thy 
Lorp knoweth that thou continueft in prayer and 
meditation fometimes near two third parts of the night, 
and fometimes one half thereof, and at other times one 
third part thereof: and a part of thy companions, who 
are with thee, do the fame. But Gop meafureth the 
night and the day; he knoweth that ye cannot 
exattly compute the fame: wherefore he turneth fa- 
vourably unto you’. Read, therefore, fo much of 


* Choaking food.j-As thorns and 
thiftles, the fruit of the infernal tree 
al Zakkim, and the corruption flow- 
ing from the bodies of the damned. 

© Wherefore he turneth favoura- 
bly unto you. ]~By making the mat- 
ter eafy to you, and difpenfing with 
your {crupulous counting of the 
hours of the night which ye are di- 
refted to {pend in reading and pray- 


(1) Al Berpawz. 
G 


ing: for fome of the Moflems, not 
knowing how the time paffed, ufed 
to watch the whole night, ftandin 
and Pioktia | about trl their legs an 
feet {welled in a fad manner. The 
commentators add, that this precept 
of dedicating a part of the night to 
devotion, 1s abrogeted by the inftitu- 
tion of the five hours of prayer (1). 


gz the 
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the Koran as may be eafy unto you. He knoweth 
that there will be fome infirm among you; and others 
travel through the. earth, that they may obtain a com- 
age of the bounty of Gon; and others fight in 
the defence of Gon’s faith. Read, therefore, fo much 
of the fame as may be eafy. And obferve the ftated 
times .of prayer, and pay the legal alms; and lend 
unto Gop an acceptable loan; for whatever good ye 
fend before for your fouls, ye fhall find the fame with 
Gop. ‘This will be better, and will merit a greater 
reward*, And afk Gon forgivenefs; for Gop is 
ready to forgive, and merciful. 
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4 This will merit a greater re- much more meritorious in the fight 
ward, J——i. e. The good which ye of Gon, than what ye fhall defer till 
fhall do in your life-time, will be death, and order by will (1). 


CHAP, LXXIV. 
Intitled, The Covered; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Thou cover..l*, arife and preach‘, and mag- 
nify thy Lorp. And cleanfe thy garments: 


¢ O thou covered, &c. ]—It is re- 
Jated, from Mohammed’s own 
mouth, that being on mount Hara, 
and hearing himfelf called, he looked 
on each hand, and faw nobody, but 
looking upwards, he faw the angel 
Gabriel on a throne, between hea- 
ven and earth; at which fight being 
much terrified, he returned to his 
wife Khadija, and bid her cover him 
up; and that then the angel defcend- 
ed, and addreff-d him in the words of 
the text. From hence fome think 
this chapter to have been the firft 
which was revealed: but the more 


received opinion is, that it was the 
ninety-fixth. Others fay, that the 
prophet, having been reviled by cer- 
tain of the Koreifh, was fitting ina 
melancholy and _ penfive pofture, 
wrapped up in his mantle, when Ga- 
bricl accofted him; and fome fay, he 
was flecping. See the fecond note 
to the preceding chapter. 

f Arife and preach. ]—It is gene- 
rally fuppofed that Mohammed is 
here commanded more efpecially to 
warn his near relations, the Koreihh ; 
as he 1s expre{sly ordered to doin a 
fubfequent revelation (1). 


(1) See chap. 26. p. 218, 219. and the Prelim, Difc. fe&. II. p. 56. 


and 
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and fly every abomination®: and be not liberal, 
in hopes to receive more in return: and patiently 
wait for thy Lorp. When the trumpet fhall found, 
verily that day fhall bea day of diftrefs and uneafinefs 
uhto the unbelievers. Let me alone with him whom 
I have created", on whom I have beftowed abun- 
dant riches, and children dwelling in his prefence', 
and for whom I have difpofed affairs ina fmooth 
and eafy manner“, and who defireth that I will yet 
add other bleffings unto him. By no means: becaule 
he is an adverfary to our figns', I will affli&t him 
with grievous calamities": for he hath deviled and 
prepared contumelious expreffions to ridicule the Ko- 
RAN. May he be curfed: how malicioufly hath he 
prepared the fame! And again, may he be curfed: how 
malicioufly hath he prepared the fame! Then he look- 
ed, and frowned, and put on an auftere countenance : 
then he turned back, and was elated with pride ; 
and he faid, This is no other than a piece of magic, 


borrowed from others: thefe are i 
I will caft him to be burne 


a man. 
what fhall make thee to 


¢ Fly every abomination. ]-By the 
word abomination the commentators 
generally agree idolatry to be prin- 
cipally inteuded. 

h Let me alone with him whom I 
have created, &c.]—The perfon here 
meant is generally f{uppofed to have 
been al Walid Ebn al Mogheira () 
a principal man among the Koreifh. 

i And children dwelling in his pre- 
fence. |——-Being well provided for, 
and not obliged to go abroad to feek 
their livings, as moft others of the 
Meccans were (2). 

* And for whom I have difpofed 
things in an eafy manner. }—By faci- 
litating his advancement to power 
and dignity ; which were fo confi- 
derable, that he was furnamed Rihé- 
na Koreifh, of The fweet odour of 


(1) Al meas Baroawr, JaAuiar. 


{3) Idem. Idem. 


Gg3 dt 


the words of 
in hell. And 
underftand what hell is ? 


the Koretfh, and al Wahid, i.e. The 
only one, or The incomparable (3). 

' By no means, &c.|—On the re- 
velation of this paflage it is faid 
that Walid’s profperity began to de- 
cay, and continued daily fo to do to 
the time of his death(q), 

™ J will afi him with grievous 
calamities, ]——Or, as the words may 
be ftri€tly rendered, I will drive 
him up the ¢rag of a mountain; 
which fame underftand of 2 moun. 
tain of fire, agreeably to a tradition 
of their prophet, importing, that al 
Walid will be condemned to af. 
cend this mountain, and then to be 
caft down from thence, alternately 
for ever ; and that he will be feventy 
years in climbing up, and as many 
an falling down (5). 


(2) Al Barpawt 
(5) Ideme 


It 
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It leaveth not any thing unconfumed, neither doth it 
fuffer any thing to efcape: it fcorcheth men’s flefh: 
over the fame are nineteen angels appointed. We 
have appointed none but angels to prefide over hell- 
fire": and we have expreffed the number of them 
only for an occafion of difcord to the unbelievers? ; 
that they to whom the fcriptures have been given, 
may be certain of the veracity of this book’, and the 
true believers may increafe in faith; and that thofe 
to whom the fcriptures have been given, and the 
true believers may not doubt hereafter; and that 
thofe in whofe hearts ‘there is an infirmity, and the 
unbelievers may fay, What myftery doth Gop -in- 
tend by this number? Thus doth Gop caufe to err 
whom he pleafeth; and he direéteth whom he 
pleafeth. None knoweth the armies of thy Lorn’, 
befides him: and this‘ is no other than a memento 
unto mainxind. Affuredly. By the moon, and the 
night when it retreateth, and the morning when it 
reddeneth, I {wear that this is one of the moft terni- 
ble calamities, giving warning unto men, as well 
unto him among you who defireth to go forward, as 
unto him who choofeth toremain behind. Every foul 
is given in pledge for that which it fhall have 
wrought*: except the companions of the right- 
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hand‘; who fhall dwell in 


® We have appointed none but an- 
gels to prefide over hell-fire.]—The 
teafon of which is faid to be, that 
they might be of a different nature 
and fpecies from thofe who are to 
he tormented, left they fhould have 
a fellow-fecling of, and compaf- 
fionate their fufferings; or elfe, be- 
caufe of their preat ftrength and fc- 
verity of temper (1). 

© For an occafion of difcord to the 
unbelievers. |—-—Or, for a trial of 
them: becaufe they might fay this 
was a particular borrowed by Mo- 
hammed of the Jews. 

r Theyto whom the {criptures have 


(1), Idem. 
(4) Al Berpaws, 


(2) JarLaxo’ppin, 


gardens, and fhall afk one 


been given. ]——And efpecially the 
Jews ; this being conformable to what 
1s contained in their books (2). 

4 The armies of thy Lorn. }J—i. ¢. 
All his creatures; or particular] 
the number and ftrength of the guards 
of hel}. 

* This.]—The antecedent feems 
to sa hell. 

* See chap. 52. p. 3 

_' Except_the companions of the 
iar ae e. The bleffed (3) ; 
who fhall redeem themfelves by their 
good works. Some fay thefe are the 
angels; and others; fuch as die ine 
fants (4). 


(3) Sée chap. 56. p. 413. not". 
another 
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another queftions concerning the wicked, and fhall 
alfo afk the wicked themfelves, faying, What hath 
brought you into hell? They fhall anfwer, We were 
not of thofe who were conftant at prayer, neither 
did we feed the poor; and we waded in vain dif- 
putes, with the fallacious reafoners ; and we denied 
the day of judgment, until death* overtook us: 
and the interceffion of the interceders fhall not avail 
them. What aileth them, therefore, that they turn 
afide from the admonition of the Koran, as though 
they were timorous affes flying from a lion? But 
every man among them defireth that he may have 
expanded {crolls delivered to him from GOD”. By 
nomeans. They fear not the lifetocome. By no 
means: verily this is a fufficient warning. |Whofo is 
willing to be warned, him fhall it warn: but they 
fhall not be warned, unlefs Gon fhall pleafe. He 
is worthy to be feared; and he is inclined to for- 
givenels, 


_ * Death. J—Literally, That which that they would never obey him as 
1s Certain. a prophet, till he brought each man 

~ That he may have expanded a wmiting from heaven, to this ef- 
fcrolls delivered tohim from Gon.]  fe&, viz. From Gon to {uch a ones 
Yor the infidels told Mohammed Follow Mohammed (1), 


(1) Idem. 
CHAP. LXXV, 
Intitled, The Refurre€étion; revealedat MECCA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Ny AREY I fwear* by the day of refurreftion; 
and I fwear by the foul which accufeth 
ifelf’: doth man think that we will not gather his 

bones 


xJ fwear. |—Or, T will not fwear. and of failing of perfeftion, note 
See chap. 56. p. 416. not. }, withftanding its endeavours to do 
¥ The foul which accufeth itfelf.J- its duty: or, the pious foul which 
Being contcious of: having peat fhall blame others, at the laft-day, 
£4 ™ 
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bones together? Yea: we are able to put together 
the {malleft bones of his fingers. But man choofeth 
to be wicked, for the time which is before him. He 
afketh, When will the day of refurre€tion be? But 
when the fight fhall be dazzled, and the moon fhall 
be eclipfed, and the fun and the moon fhall be in 
conjunétion’; on..that day man fhall fay, Where 
is a place of refuge? By no means: there fhall be no 
place to fly unto. With thy Lorp fhall be the fure 
manfion of reft on that day: on that day fhall a 
man be told that which he hath done firft and laft*. 
Yea; a man fhall be an evidence againft himfelf: 
and though he offer his excufes, they fhall not be re- 
ceived. Move not thy tongue, O MoHamMED, in 
repeating the revelations brought thee by GamriEt, 
before he fhall have finifhed the fame, that thou mayeft 
quickly commit them to memory: for the colleét- 
ing the Koran in thy mind, and the teaching thee 
the true reading thereof are incumbent on us. But 
when we fhall have read the fame unto thee by the 
tongue of the angel, do thou follow the reading 
thereof: and afterwards it fhall be our part to ex- 
plain it unto thee. By no means fhalt thou be thus 
hafty for the future. But ye love that which haften- 
eth away’, and negleét the life to come. Some 


for having been remifs in their de- 
votions, &c. Some underftand the 
words of the foul of Adam, in par- 
ticular; who 1s continually blaming 


Some think the meaning rather to be, 
that the funand the moon fhall be 
joined in the lofs of their light (9). 

* That which he hath done firft 


himfelf for having loft paradife by 
his difobedience ( . 

® And the fun and the moon fhall 
be in conjunétion. }—Rifing both in 
the weft (2): which conjun@tion is 
no contradiftion to what is men- 
tioned jyft before, of the moon’s 
being eclipfed ; becaufe thofe words 
are not to be underftood of a regu- 
Jar cclipfe, but metaphorically, of 
the moon’s lofing her light, at the 
laft-day, in a preternatural manner. 


(1) Idem. 
44) See chap. 17. p. 97. 


{2) See the Prelim. 


and laft.J—Or, the good which he 
hath done, and that which he hath 
left undone, &c. 

b Ye love that which hafteneth 
away. 1. ec. The fleeting plea- 
fures of this life. The words in- 
timate the natural haftinefs and im- 
patience of man (4), who takes up 
with a prefent enjoyment, though 
fhort, and bitter in its confequen- 
ces, rather than to wait for real 
happinefs in futirity, 





Difc. p.105. (3) Al Berpawt. 


countenances, 


a 


wie - 


. The words may alfo be tranflated, 
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eountenances, on that day, fhall be bright, looking 
towards their Lorp; and fome countenances, on 
that day, fhall be difmal: they fhall think that a 
crufhing calamity fhall be brought upon them. 
Affuredly. When a man’s foul fhall come up to his 
throat, in his laft agony ; and the ftanders-by fhall fay, 
Who bringeth a charm to recover him? and fhall 
think it to be his departure out of this world; and 
one leg fhall be joined with the other leg*: on that 
day unto thy Lorp fhall he be driven. For he be- 
lieved not‘, neither did he pray; but he accufed 
GOD’s apoftle of impofture, and turned back from 
obeying him: then he departed unto his family, walk- 
ing with a haughty mien. Wherefore, wo be unto 
thee; wo! And again, Wo be unto thee; wo! Doth 
man think that he fhall be left at full liberty, with- 
out controul? Was he not a drop of feed, which was 
emitted? Afterwards he became a little coagulated 
blood; and GOD formed him, and fafhioned him 
with juft proportion: and made him of two fexes, 
the male and the female. Is not he who hath done 
this able to quicken the dead ? 


¢ And one leg fhall be joined with = 4 He believed not.J—Or, He did 
the other leg.J—i. e. And when he not give alms.] or, He was not a 
fhall ftretch forth his legs together; manof veracity. Some {uppofe Abu 
as 1s ufual with dying perfons, Jah], and others one Abi Ebn Rabia, 


lic : to be particularly inveighed againit 
Aund when one affli€tion fhall be join- in this chapter. 


ed with another affli&tion. 


CHAP. LXXVI. 
Intitled, Man; revealed at Mecca‘. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ID there not pafs over mana long fpace of 
time ; during which he was a thing not worthy 


© It is fomewhat doubtful, whe- Mecca, or at Medina. 


ther this chapter was revealed at 


of 


f Did there not pafs over man a 
Jong fpace oftime, &c. }—Some take 
thefe words to be fpoken of Adam, 
whole body, according to the Moe 
hammedan tradition, was at firft a 
figure of clay, and was left forty 
years to dry, before Gop breathed 
life into it (1): Others: underfland 


them of man in Siac and of 


the time he Jics in the womb. 

& We have made him to hear and 
to fee.|—That he might be capable 
of receiving the rules and directions 
given by Gon for his guidance (2) ; 
and of meriting reward or punifh- 
ment for his obfervance or negleé 
of them. 

b Cafir.J—Is the name of a foun- 
tain in_paradile, fo called from its 
refembling camphire (which the 
word fignifies) in odour and white- 
nefs. Some take the word for an 
appellative, and think the wine of 

aradife will be mixed with camphire, 
Eecsale of its agreeable coolnefs and 


{mell (3). 
2 Thefe fulfil their vow, &c.J—It 
is related that Hafan and Hotern, 


(1) See thenotes to chap. g, p. 6 


Mohammed’s grandchildren, on a 
certain time being both fick, the 
prophet, among others, vifited 
them; and they wifhed Ali to make 
fome vow to Gon for the recovery 
of his fons: whereupon Alli, and 
Fatema, and Fidda, their maid-fer- 
vant, vowed a faft of three days in 
cafe they did well; as it happened 
they did. This vow was perform. 
ed with fo great firi€tnefs, that the 
firft day, having no provifions in 
the houfe, Ali was obli ed to bor- 
row three meafures of barley of one 
Simeon, a Jew of Khaibar; one 
meafure of which Fatema ground 
the fame day, and baked five cakes 
of the meal; and they were fet be- 
fore them, to break their faft with, 
after fun-fet: but a poor man com. 
ing to them, they gave all their 
bread to him, and paffed the night 
without tafling any thing, exccpr 
water. The next day, Fatema made 
another meafure into bread, for the 
fame purpofe; but-an orphan beg. 
ging fome food, they chofe to let 
him have it, and paifed that night 

as 


(s) Al Bzxpaw:. (g) Idem, 


‘ as the firft: and the third day they 

likewife fave their whole provifion 
to a famithed captive. Upon this 
, occafion Gabriel defcended with the 
ey before us, and told Moham- 
' med that Gop congratulated him 
on the virtues of his inily (1). 

* They fhall {ee therein neither fun 
nor moon. j—Becaufe they fhall_ not 
need the aeht of either (2). The 
word Zamharir, here tranflated 
moon, properly fignifies extreme 
cold: for which reafon fome un- 


(1) Idem, 


(2) See Revel. xxi. 23. 


derftand the meaning of the paf- 
fage to be, that in paradife there 
fhall be felt no excefs either of heat, 
or of ‘cold. - 

1 Zenjebil.]—The word fignifies 
ginger, which the Arabs delight to 
mix with the water they drink; 
and therefore the water of this foun- 
tain is fuppofed to have the tafte of 
that {pice (3); 

™ Salfabil. ]}—Signifies water which 
flows gently and pleafantly dowp 
the throat. 


(3) Al Brrpawr, Jatiare 
And 
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And commemorate the name of thy Lorp, in the 
morning, and in the evening: and during fome part of 
the night worfhip him, and praife hima long part of the 
night. Verily thefe men love the tranfitory life, and 
leave behind them the heavy day of judgment. Wehave 
created them, and have ftrengthened their joints; and 
when we pleafe, we will fubftitute others like unto them, 
in their ftead. Verily this is an admonition : and who- 
fo willeth, taketh the way unto his Lorp: but ye fhall 
not will, unlefs Gop willeth; for Gop is knowing and 
wife. He leadeth whom he pleafethinto his mercy: but 
for the unjuft hath he prepared a grievous punifhment, 


CHAP. LXXVII. 


Intitled, Thofe which are fent; revealed at 
MEccaA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the angels which are fent by GOD, following 
one another in a continual feries; and thofe 
which move {wiftly, with a rapid motion; and by 
thofe which difperfe his commands, by divulging them 
through the earth; and by thofe which feparate truth 
from falfehood, by diftinguifhing the fame; and by 
thofe which communicate the divine admonitions, to 
excufe, or to threaten": verily that which ye are 

romifed® is inevitable. When the ftars, therefore, 
fhall be put out, and when the heaven fhall be cloven 
in funder, and when the mountains fhall be winnowed, 


= By the angels which are fent, tinguifhing truth from falfehood, and 
&c.J]—Some underftand the whole communicating admonition, &c. 
paflage of the verfes of the Koran; Some interpret the firft three verfes 
which continued to be fent down, of the winds, fent in a continual fuc- 
parcel after parcel, during the fpace ceffion, blowing with a violent guft, 
of feveral years, and which refcind and difperfing rain over the earth; 
(for fo the verb afafa may allo be and others give different explicati~ 
tranflaicd) and abolifh all former ons. 
difpenfations, divulging and makin _* That which ye are promifed.]~ 
Known the ways of pleaion, dip viz. The day of judgment. 3 
af) 
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and when the apoftles fhall have a time affigned them 
to appear and bear teftimony againft their refpettive 
seople ; to what a day fhall that appointment be defer- 
ved! to the day of feparation: and what fhall caufe thee 
-o underftand what the day of feparation is? On that 
day, wo be unto them who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! Have we not deftroyed the obftinate un- 
believers of old? We will alfo caufe thofe of the lat- 
ter times to follow them. Thus do we deal with the 
wicked. Wo be, on that day, unto them who ac- 
cufed the prophets of impofture! Have we not created 
you of a contemptible drop of feed, which we placed 
in a fure repofitory, until the fixed term of delivery ? 
And we are able to do this: for we are moft power- 
ful. On that day, wo be unto thofe who accufced 
the prophets of impofiure! Have we not made the 
earth to contain the living and the dead, and placed 
thercin ftable and lofty mountains, and given you frefh 
water to drink? Wo be, on that day, unto thofe 
who accufed the prophets of impofture! It fhall be 
{aid unto them, Go 7 to the punifhment which ye de- 
nied as a falfehood: go ye into the fhadow of the 
{moke of hell, which fhall afcend in three columns, and 
fhall not fhade you from the heat, neither fhall it be 
of fervice againft the flame ; but it fhall caft forth 
fparks as big as towers, refembling yellow camels in 
colour’. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who ac- 
cufed the prophets of impofture! This fhall be a day 
_ whereon they fhall not {peak to any purpofe; neither 
fhall they be permitted to excufe themfclves. Wo 
be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed the prophets 
of impofture! This fhall be the day of feparation: 
we will affemble both you and your predeceffors, 
Wherefore, if ye have any cunning flratagem, em- 
ploy ftratagems againft me. Wo be, on that day, 


®t Refembling yellow camels. ]— little to the yellow; the word tran- 
eing of a fiery colour. Others, flated yellow, fignifying fometimes 
however, fuppofe thefe fparks will black. Some copies, by the varias 
Le of a dufky hue, like that of black tion of a vowel, have cables, inftead 
wamels, which always inchocs a of camels, 


unto 
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unto thofe who accufed the prophets of impofture! 
But the pious fhall dwell amidft fhades and fountains, 
and fruits of the kinds which they fhall defire: and it 
fhall be faid unto them, Eat and drink with eafy di- 
geftion, in recompenfe for that which ye have wrought; 
for thus do we reward the righteous doers. Wo be, 
on that day, unto thofe who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! Eat, O unbelievers, and enjoy the plea- 
fures of this life, for a little while: verily ye are wicked 
men. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed 
the prophets of impofture! And when it is faid unto 
them, Bow down; they do not bowdown. Wo be, 
on that day, unto thofe who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! In what new revelation will they believe, 
after this? 


CHAP. LXXVIII. 
Intitled, The News; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ONCERNING what do the unbelievers afk quef- 

4 tions of one another? Concerning the great news 
of the refurre€tion, about which they difagree. Affur- 
edly they fhall hereafter know the truth thereof. Again, 
Affuredly they fhall hereaficr know the truth thereof. 
Have we not made the earth for a bed, and the moun- 
tains for ftakes to fix the fame*? And have we not 
created you of two fexes; and appointed your fleep 
for reft; and made the night a garment to cover you; 
and deftined the day to the gaining your livelihood ; 
and built over you feven folid heavens; and placed 
therein a burning lamp? And do we not fend down 
from the clouds prefling forth rain, water pouring 
down in abundance, that we may thereby produce 
corn, and herbs, and gardens planted thick with trees? 


4 See chap. 16, p. 77. andchap. 31. p. 262. : 
Verily 
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Verily the day of feparation is a fixed period: the day 
whereon the trumpet fhall found, and ye fhall come in 
troops to judgment ; and the heaven fhall be opened, 
and fhall be full of gates for the angels to pafs through ; 
and the mountains fhall pafs away, and become as a 
vapour; verily hell fhall be a place of ambufh, a re- 
ceptacle for the tranfgreffors, who fhall remain thercin 
for ages: they fhall not tafte any refrefhment therein, 
or any drink, except boiling water, and filthy corrup- 
tion: a fit recompenfe for their deeds! For they hoped 
that they fhould not be brought to an account, and 
they difbelieved our figns, accufing them of falfehood, 
But every thing have we computed, and written down, 
Tafte, therefore: we will not add unto you any other 
thantorment'. But for the pious is prepared a place 
of blifs: gardens planted with trees, and vineyards, 
and damfels with fwelling breafts, of equal age with 
-hemfelves, and a full cup. They fhall hear no vain 
slifcourfe there, nor any falfehood. This fhall be their 
-ecompenfe from thy Lorn; a giftfully fufficient: from 
‘he Lorp of heaven and earth, and of whatever is, 
between them; the Merciful. The inhabitants of hea- 
ven or of earth fhall not dare to demand audience of 
‘im: the day whereon the {pirit Gasrixt, and the 
other angels fhall ftand in order, they fhall not fpeak 
in behalf of themfelves or of others, except he only to 
whom the Merciful fhall grant permiffion, and who 
thall fay that which is night. This is the infallible day. 
' Whofo, therefore, willeth, let him return unto his 
Lorp. Verily we threaten you with a punifhment 
righ at hand: the day whereon a man fhall behold 
th good or evil deeds which his hands have fent before 
him; and the unbeliever fhall fay, Would to Gop I 


Mout 


* We will not add unto you any pronounced againft the inhabitants 
“her than torment.]—This, fay the of hell; they being hereby affured, 
“i mentators, is the moft fevere and that every a Ee in their torments 
e1: blefentence inthe whole Koran, will be for the worfe. 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 


Intitled, Thofe who tear forth; revealed at 
MEcca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the angels who tear forth the fouls of fome witi. 
violence ; and by thofe who draw forth the foul. 
of others with gentlenefs'; by thofe who glide fwim 
mingly through the air with the commands of GOD. 
and thofe who precede and ufher the righteous tc 
paradife; and thofe who fubordinately govern the 
affairs of this world: ona certain day, the difturbing 
blaft of the trumpet fhall difturb the univerfe ; and thc 
fubfequent blaft fhall follow it. On that day men’: 
hearts fhall tremble: their looks fhall be caft down. 
The infidels fay, Shall we furely be made to return 
whence we came‘? After we fhall have become rot- 
ten bones, fhall we be again raifed to life? They fay, 
This then will be a return to lofs. Verily it will be 
but one founding of the trumpet", and bchiold: they 
{hall appear alive on the face of the earth”, Hath: 
not the ftory of Moses reached thee? When his 
Lorp called unto him in the holy valley Towa*, 


* By the angels who tear forth the 
fouls of fome with violence, &c.J— 
Thefe are the angels of death, and 
his afiftants; who will take the fouls 
of the wicked in a rough and crucl 
manner, from the inmoft part of their 
bodies, as a man drags up a thin 
fiom the bottom of the fea; but wil 
take the fouls of the good in a gentle 
and eafy manner, from their lips, as 
when a man draws a bucket of water 
atone pull (1). 

There are feveral other interpreta- 
tions of this whole paflage: fome ex- 
pounding all the five parts of the oath 
of the flars, others of the fouls of 


men, others of the fouls of warriors 
in particular, and othersof war horfes; 
a detail of which, I apprehend, 
would rather tire than pleafe. 

t Shall we furely be made to return 
whence we came? ]-i. ¢. Shall we be 
reftored to our former condition ? 

_* One founding of the trumpet. J~ 
viz. The fecond, or third blaft, ace 
cording to different opinions. 

“ They fhall appear alive on the 
face of the gah 1Or, They thall 
appear at the place of judgment. The 
original word al Sahira, is alfo one 
of the names of hell. 

* See chap. 20. p. 139. 


(1) Al Barpaws. 


faying, 
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faying, Go unto Puaraox ; for he is infolently wick- 
ed: and fay, Haft thou a defire to become juft and 
holy ? and I will dire& thee unto thy Lorop, that thou 
mayeft fear to tranfgrefs. And he fhewed him the 
very great fign of the rod turned into a ferpent: but 
he charged Moses with impofture, and rebelled againft 
GOD. Then he turned back haftily ; and he affem- 
bled the magicians, and cried aloud, faying, I am your 
fupreme Lord. Wherefore Gon chaftifed him with 
the punifhment of the life to come, andalfo of this pre- 
fent life. Verily herein is an example unto him who 
feareth to rebel. Are ye more difficult to create, or 
the heaven which GOD hath built? He hath raifed 
the height thereof, and hath perfeétly formed the fame: 
and he hath made the night thereof dark, and hath pro- 
duced the light thereof. After this he ftretched out the 
earth ¥, whence he caufed to {pring forth the water 
thereof, and the pafture erat: and he eftablifhed 
the mountains, for the ufe of yourfelves, and of your 
cattle. When the prevailing, the great day fhall come, 
on that day fhall a man call to remembrance what he 
hath purpofely done: and hell fhall be expofed to the 
view of the f{pettator. And whofo fhall have tran{- 
greffed, and fhall have chofen this prefent life; verily 
hell fhall be his abode: but wholo fhall have dreaded 
the appearing before his Lorn, and fhall have refrained 
his foul from luft; verily paradife fhall be his abode. 
They will afk thee concerning the laft-hour, when will 
be the fixed time thereof. By what means canft thou 
give any information of the fame? Unto thy Lorp 
belongeth the knowledge of the period thereof: and 
thou art only a warner, who feareft the fame. The 
day whereon they fhall fee the fame, it fhall feem to 
them as though they had not tarried in the world longer 
than an evening, or a morning thereof. 


’ After this he ftretched out the before the heavens, bug without ex- 
arth, }-—-Which had been created panfion (1). 


(1) JaLraro’ppin, 


Vou, II. Hh CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXX. 
Intitled, He frowned; revealed at Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Ss prophet frowned, and turned afide, becaufe 
the blind man came unto him?: and how doft 
thou know whether he fhall peradventure be cleanfed 
from his fins; or whether he fhall be admonifhed, and 
the admonition fhall profit him? The man who is 
wealthy, thou receiveft refpe&fully; whereas it is 
not to be charged on thee, that he is not cleanfed: 
but him who cometh unto thee earneftly feek- 
ing his falvation, and who feareth GOD, doft thou 
negleét. By no means fhouldeft thou aét thus. Verily 
the Koran is an admonition; (and he who is willing 
retaineth the fame; written in volumes honourable, 
exalted, and pure; by the hands of fcribes honoured, 
and juft*%, May man be curfed! What hath feduced 
him to infidelity? Of what thing doth Gop create 
him? Ofa drop of feed doth he create him; and he 
furmeth him with proportion; and then facilitateth 


* The prophet frowned, andturned prehended. After this, whenever 


afide, becaufe the blind man came 
unto him, &c.J]—This paiflape was 
revealed on the following occafion. 
A certain blind man, named Abdal- 
lah Ebn Oram Maétim, came and 
interrupted Mohammed while he was 
engaged in carneft difcourfe with 
fome of the principal Koreifh, whofe 
converfion he had hopes of; but the 

rophet taking no notice of him, the 
blind man, not knowing he was other- 
wife bufied, raifed his voice, and fad, 
© apofile of Gov, teach me fome 

art of what Gop hath taught thee: 
bat Mohammed, vexed at this :nter- 
ruption, frowned, and turned away 
from him; for which he is here re- 


(1) Idem, Al Baipawt, 


the prophet faw Ebn Omm Maétin, , 
he fhewed him great refpeét, faying, 
The man is welcome, on whofe ac- 
count my Lorp hath reprimanded 
me; and he made him twice gover- 
nor of Medina (1). 

* Written in volumes honourable, 
exalted, and prre, &c. ]—Being tran- 
{cribed from the aig ates table, 
highly honoured in the fight of Gon, 
kept pure and uncorrupted from the 
hands of evil pes and touched 
only by the angels. Some underftand 
hereby the books of the prophets, 
with which the Koran agrees in {ube 
flance (2). ° 


(2) Al Zamaxw. 
his 
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his paffage out of the womb: afterwards he caufeth 
him to die, and layeth him in the grave; hereafter, 
when it fhall pleafe him, he fhall raife him to life. 
Affuredly. He hath not hitherto fully performed 
what GOD hath commanded him. Let man confider 
his food; in what manner it is provided. _We pour 
down water by fhowers ; afterwards we cleave the earth 
in clefts, and we caufe corn to {pring forth therein, 
and grapes, and clover, and the olive, and the palm, 
and.gardens planted thick with trees, and fruits, and 
grafs, for the ufe of yourfelves and of your cattle. 
When the ftunning found of the trumpet fhall be 
heard; on that day fhall a man fly from his brother, 
and his mother, and his father, and his wife, and his 
children. Every man of them, on that day, fhall have 
bufinefs of his own fufficient to employ his thoughts. 
On. that day the faces of {ome fhall be bright, laughing, 
and joyful: and upon the faces of others, on that day, 
fhall there be duft ; darknefs fhall cover them. Thefe 
are the unbelievers, the wicked. 


CHAP. LXXXI. 
Intitled, The Folding up; revealed at MEcca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the fun fhall be folded up*; and 

when the ftars fhall fall; and when the 
mountains fhall be made to pafs away; and when the 
camels ten months gone with young fhall be neg- 
le€ted*; and when the wild beafts fhall be gathered 
together*; and when the feas fhall boil*; and when 
the fouls fhall be joined again to their bodies; and 
when the girl who hath been buried alive ‘hall be 


b When the fun fhall be foldedup.] p. 109. 
~As a garment that is to be laid by. ¢ See ibid. p. 109, and 114. 
« See the Prelim, Dife, fe&t. IV. * See ibid. p. 109. 


Hhe afked 
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afked for what crime fhe was put to death‘; and 
when the books fhall be laid open; and when the 
heaven fhall be removed*; and when hell fhall burn 
fiercely ; and when paradife fhall be brought near: 
every foul fhall know what it hath wrought. Verily 
1 fwear* by the ftars which are retrograde, which 
move {wiftly, and which hide themlelves‘, and by 
the night, when it cometh on; and by the morning, 
when it appeareth; that thefe are the words of an 
honourable meffenger* endued with ftrength, of 
eftablifhed dignity in the fight of the poffeffor of the 
throne, obeyed by the angels under his authority, and 
faithful: and your companion Mouammep is not 
diftratted. He had already feen him in the clear ho- 
rizon': and he fufpeéted not™ the fecrets revealed 
unto him. Neither are thefe the words of an accurfed 
devil". Whither, therefore, are ye going? This is 
no other than an admonition unto all creatures; unto 
him among you who fhall be willing to walk up- 


_* The damfel who hath been bu- 
ried alive. ]—For it was cuftomary 
among the ancient Arabs to bury their 
daughters alive, as foon as they were 
born ; for fear they fhould be impo- 
verifhed by providing for them, or 
Should fuffer difgrace on their ac- 
count. Sce chap. 16. p. 82. 

s When the heaven fhall be re- 
moved. ]—Or plucked away from its 
place, asthe fkin is plucked off from 
a camei which is flaying ; for that is 
rhe proper fignification of the verb 
here ufed. Marracci fancies the 
paffage alludes to that in the Pfalms 
(1), where, according to the verfions 
of the Septuagint and the Vulgate, 
Gon is faid fo have firetched out the 
heaven like a fkin. 

» I {wear. ]—Or, I will not fwear, 
&c. See chap. 56. p. 416. not. *. 

i By the flars which are retrograde, 
&c.J—Some underftand hereby the 
flars in general, but the more exaét 
commentators, five of the planets, 
viz. the two which accompany the 
fun, and the three fuperior planets; 


which have both a retrograde and a 
dire&t motion, and hide themfelves 
in the rays of the fun, or when they 


t. 

* An honourable meflenger.]-i. ¢. 
Gabriel. : 

See chap. 53- p. 401. 

™ He fulpecied not. ]—Some co- 
pies, by a change of one letter only, 
inftead of dhaninin, read daninin; 
and then the words fhould be ren- 
dered, He is not tenacious of, or 
grudges not to communicate to you, 
the fecret revelations which he has 
received. 

® Neither are thefe the words of an 
accurfed devil. }+-Who has overheard, 
by ftealth, the difcourfe of the angels. 
The verfe is an an{wer to a calumny 
of the infidels, who faid the Koran 
was only a piece of divination, or 
magic: for the Arabs fuppofe the 
foothfayer, or magician, reccives 
his intelligence from ehofe evil {pi- 
rits, who are continually liftening to 
learn what they can from the inha- 
bitants of heaven. 


(a) Plalm ciy. 2. 


rightly ¢ 
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rightly: but ye fhall not will, unlefs Gop willeth, 
the Lorp of all creatures. 


CHAP. LXXXIIL 


Intitled, The Cleaving in funder; revealed at 
MECcCa. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the heaven fhall be cloven in funder; 

and when the ftars fhall be fcattered; and 
when the feas fhall be fuffered to join their waters ; 
and when the graves fhall be turned upfide down: 
every foul fhall know what it hath committed, and 
what it hath omitted. O man, what hath feduced 
thee againft thy gracious Lorn, who hath created 
thee, and put thee together, and rightly difpofed 
thee? In what form he pleafed hath he fafhioned 
thee. Affuredly. But ye deny the laft judgment as 
a falfehood. Verily there are appointed over you 
guardian angels*, honourable in the fight of GOD, 
writing down your actions; who know that which ye 
do. ‘The jutt fhall furely be in a place of delight: but 
the wicked fhall furely be in hell; they fhall be caft 
therein to be burned, on the day of judgment, and 
they fhall not be abfent therefrom for ever. What 
fhall caufe thee to underftand what the day of judg- 
ment is? Again, What fhall caufe thee to under- 
ftand what the day of judgment is? It is a day 
whereon one foul fhall not be able to obtain any 
thing in behalf of another foul: andthe command, on 
that day, fhall be Gon’s. 


* See chap, 50. p. 39%. and the Prelim, Difc, fe&. IV. p. 94. 


Hh 3 CHAP. 


486 At KORAN. Cuap. 83, 


CHAP. LXXXIII. 


Intitled, Thofe who give fhort meafure or 
weight ; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


O be unto thofe who give fhort meafure or 

weight; who, when they receive by mea- 
fure from other men, take the full; but when they 
meafure unto them, or weigh unto them, defraud! 
Do not thefe think they fhall be raifed again, at the 
great day ; the day whereon mankind fhall ftand be- 
fore the Lorn of all creatures? By no means. Ve- 
rily the regifter of the attions of the wicked is furely 
in Seyyxn®, And what fhall make thee to under- 
ftand what Sejjin is? Itisa book diftin€tly writ- 
ten. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed 
the prophets of impofture; who denied the day of 
judgment as a falfehood! And none denieth the fame 
as a falfehood, except every unjuft and flagitious 
perfon: who, when our figns are rehearfcd unto 
him, faith, They are fables of the ancients. By no 
means: but rather ‘their lufts have caft a veil over 
their hearts. By no means. Verily they fhall be 
fhut out from their Lorp on that day; and they 
{hall be fent into hell to be burned: then fhall it be 
{aid unto them, by the infernal guards, This is what ye 
denied as a falfehood. Affuredly. But the regifter 


? Sejjin. ]—Is the name of the ge- the dumgeon beneath the feventh 
neval regilter, wherein the ations carth, the refidence of Eblis and his 
of all the wicked, both men and ge- ofl: where it is fuppofed, by fome, 
mit, ae diftinéily entered. Sein f - that this book is kept, and where 
nifics a prifon; and this book, as_ the fouls of the wicked will be de- 
fome think, derives its name from tained till the refurreGtion (1). If 
thence, becaufe it will occafion the latter explication be admitted, 
thofe whofe deeds are there re- the words, And what {hall make thee 
corded, to be imprifoned in hell. to underftand what Sejjin 1s? fhould 
Sejjin, or Sajin, is alfo the name of be enclofed within a parenthcfis. 


(1) Javea. Al Berpawi. See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. p, 103. 
O 
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of the actions of the righteous is in Intryyun ?: and 
what fhall caufe thee to underftand what ILtiyyun 
is? It is a book diftinétly written: thofe who ap- 
proach near unto GOD, are witneffes thereto’. Ve- 
rily the-righteous fhall dwell among delights: feated 
on couches they fhall behold objects of pleafure ; thou 
fhalt fee in their faces the brightnefs of joy. They 
fhall be given to drink of pure wine, fealed; the 
feal whereof fhall be mufk*: and to this let thofe 
afpire, who afpire to happinefs: and the water mixed 
therewith fhall be of Tasnim'‘, a fountain whereof 
thofe fhall drink who approach near unto the divine 
prefence’. They who att wickedly laugh the true be- 
lievers to {corn; and when they pafs by them, they 
wink at one another: and when they turn afide to their 
people, they turn afide making {currilous jefts: and 
when they fee them, they fay, Verily they are miftaken 
men. But they are not fent to be keepers over them”. 
Wherefore one day the true believers, in their turn, 


fhall laugh the infidels tofcorn*: lying on couches they 
‘ 


4 Tliyyin.]—The word isa plural, 
and figmifies high places. Some 
fay it 1s the general regifter wherein 
the ations of the righteous, whe- 
ther angels, men, or genii, are dif- 
tin&tly recorded. Others will have 
it to be a place inthe feventh hea- 
ven, under the throne of God; 
where this book 1s kept, and where 
the fouls of the jufl, as many think, 
will remain till the laft-day (1). IF 
we prefer the latter opinion, the 
words, And what fhall make thee to 
underftand what Illiyyin is? fhould 
likewife be enclofed ina parenthefis. 

r Are witnefles thereto. |—Or, are 
prefent with, and keep the fame. 

* The feal whereof fhall be mufk.] 
—1.¢. The veflels containing the 
fame fhall be fealed with mufk, in- 
fiead of clay. Some underftand by 
the feal of this wine, its farewell, 7 


(1) Jarzan, See the Prelim. Difc, ubi fup. 


fhall 


the flavour it will leave in the mouth 
after itis drank. 

* Tafnim. ]-Is the name of a foun 
tain in paradife, fo called from its 
being conveyed to the higheft apart- 
ments. 

* Whereof thofe fhall drink who 
approach near unto the divine pre- 
fence. |—For they fhall drink the water 
of Tainim pure and unmixed, being 
continually and wholly employed in 
the contemplation of Gop; but the 
other inhabitants of paradife fhall 
drink it mixed with their wine (2). 

~ They are not fent to be keepers 
over them. |—1i. e. The infidels are 
not commiifioned by Gop to call 
the believers to account, or to judge 
of their actions. 

x The believers fhall laugh the in- 
fidels to {corn. ]~When they fhall fee 


Sa ignominioufly driven into hell. 


4 It 


(2) 
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fhall look down upon them in hell. Shall not the in- 
fidels be rewarded for that which they have done? 


Tt is alfo faid, that a door fhall be 
fhewn the damned, opening into 
paradife, and they fhall be bidden 
to go in; but when they fhall come 


(1) Idem. 


near the door, it fhall be fuddenly 
fhut ; and the believers within thall 
laugh at them (1). 


CHAP. LXXXIV. 


Intitled, The Rending in funder ; revealed at 
MEccaA’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the heaven fhall be rent in funder, and 

fhall obey its Lorn, and fhall be capable 
thereof; and when the earth fhall be ftretched out’, 
and fhall caft forth that which is therein’, and fhall 
remain empty, and fhall obey its Lorn, and fhall 
be capable thereof: O man, verily labouring thou 
laboureft to meet thy Lorn, and thou fhalt meet 
him’. And he who fhall have his book given into 
his right-hand, fhall be called to an eafy account, 
and fhall turn unto his family* with joy: but he 
who fhall have his book given him behind his back, 
fall invoke deftru€tion to fall upon him, and he fhall 
be fent into hell to be burned; becaufe he rejoiced 


y There are fome who take this 


whether thy works be good, or whe- 
chapter to have been revealed at 


ther they be evil. 


Medina. 

« When theearth fhall be flretched 
out, |-Like a fkin ; every mountain 
and hill] being levelled. 

* And fhal} caft forth that which 
is therein. |—As the treafures hidden 
in its bowels, and the dead bodies 
which lic in their graves. 

» And thou fhalt meet him. !—Or, 
And thou fhalt meet thy labour; 


¢ His family. ]—1. e. His relations 
or friends who are true believers ; 
or rather, to his wives and fervants, 
of the damfels and youths of para- 
dife, who wait to receive him (1). 

4 Behind his back. ]—That is, nto 
his left-hand ; for the wicked will 
have that hand bound behind their 
back, and their righthand to their 
neck, 


(1) Idem, 


infolently 
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infolently amidft his family on earth. Verily he 
thought that he fhould never return unto GOD: yea 
verily; but his Lorn beheld him. Wherefore I 
fwear* by the rednefs of the fky after fun-fet, and 
by the night, and the animals which it driveth toge- 
ther, and by the moon when fhe is at the full; ye 
thall furely be ‘transferred fucceffively from ftate to 
tate‘, What aileth them, therefore, that they be- 
lieve not the refurre&tion; and that, when the Koran 
is read unto them, they worfhip not*#? Yea: the 
unbelievers accufe the fame of impofture: but Gop 
well knoweth the malice which they keep hidden in 
their breafts. Wherefore denounce unto them a 
grievous punifhment, except thofe who believe and 
do good works: for them is prepared a never-failing 
reward. 


dead; and from the flate of the 
dead, to a new ftate of lite in an- 
other world. 

g They worthip not. ]—Or, hume 
ble not themfelves. 


© I {wear. ]—Or, I will not fwear, 
&c. See chap. 56. p. 416. not. i. 

f Ye fhall furely be transferred from 
one ftate to another. J-i.e. From the 
flate of the living, to that of the 


C H A P. LXXXV. 
Intitled, The Celeftial figns; revealedat Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the heaven adorned with figns*; by the pro- 
mifed day of judgment; by the witnefs, and 
the witneffed'; curfed were the contrivers of the 


pit, 


» Signs. |—The original word pro- 
perly fignifies towers; which fome 
interpret of real towers (1), where- 
in it 18 fuppofed the angels keep 
guard (2) ; and others, of the ftars 
of the firft magnitude: but the ge- 
nerality of expofitors underftand 
thereby the twelve figns of the zo- 


(1) Yanyva. 
Al Baipawi, Yauya. 


(2) See chap. 15. p. 70. 


diac, wherein the planets make 
their feveral ftations (3). 

i By the witnefs, and the wit- 
nefled. ]|~The meaning of thefe words 
is very uncertain, and the explica- 
tions of the commentators confe- 
quently vary. One thinks the wit- 
nefs to be Mohammed, andthat which 

is 


(3) JALLALO’DDIN, 
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pit*, of fire fupplied with fewel; when they fat 
round the fame, and were witnefles of what they did 
againft the true believers': and they affliéted them 
for no other reafon, but becaufe they believed in the 
mighty, the glorious Gop, unto whom belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven and earth: and Gop is witnefs 
of all things. Verily for thofe who perfecute the 
true believers of either fex, and afterwards repent 
not, is prepared the torment of hell; and they {hall 
fuffcr the pain of burning®. But for thofe who be- 
licve, and do that which is right, are deftined gardens 
beneath which rivers flow: this fhall be great felicity. 
Verily the vengeance of thy Lorp is fevere. He 
creatcth, and he reftoreth to life: he is inclined to 
forgive, and gracious: the poffeffor of the glorious 
throne; who cffc¢teth that which he pleafeth. Hath 
not the flory of the hofts, of PHaraon®, and of 
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THAMUD’, reached thee? 


is borne witnefs of, to be the refur- 
reCtion, or the profeflors of the Mo- 
hammedan faith; or elfe that thefe 
latter are the witnefs, and the pro- 
feffurs of every other religion, thofe 
who will be witneffed againft by 
them. Another fuppofes the wit- 
nc{s to be the guardian angel, and 
his charge the perfon witnefled a- 
gainft. Another expounds the words 
of the day of Arafat, the oth of 
Dhu’lbajia, and of the day of 
flaying the vi€tims, which is the 
day cllowibe: or elfe of Friday, 
the day of the weekly affembling 
of the Mohammedans at their 
mofgues, and of the pens who 
are affembled on thofe days, &c. 
1). ; 

k The contrivers of the pit. |—Li- 
terally, the lords of the pit. Thefe 
were the miniflers of the perfecu- 
tion raifed by Dhu Nowas, king of 
Yaman, who was of the Jewith re- 
ligion, againfl the imbhabitants of 
Najran: for they having embraced 


{i) Indem. 
Arab. 
Bibl. 


ment. Art, Abou Navas, 


art 1.¢. Jo. and Parp. Life of Mah. 
(4) Al Bsipawi, Yanya. 


Yet the unbelievers ccafe 


Chriftianity (at that time the true 
religion, by the confeflion of Mo- 
hammed himfelf) the bigotted tyrant 
commanded all thofe, who would 
not renounce their faith, to be caft 
ito a pit or trench, filled with 
fire, and there burnt to afhes (2). 
Others, however, tcll the flory with 
different circumflances (3). 

' And were witnefles of what they 
did againft the true believers. }—Or, 
as fome choofe to underftand the 
words, And fhall be witnefles againft 
themfelves, at the day of judgment, 
of their unjuft treatment of the true 
believers. 

m They fhall fuffer the pain of 
burning. ]—Which pain, it is faid, 
the perfecutors of the Chriftian mar- 
tvrs above-mentioned felt in this 
life; the fire burfling forth upon 
them from the pit, and confuming 
them (4). 

» See chap. 7. p. 204, &e. 

® See ibid. p. 198, &c. 


(2) lidem. V. Poc. Spec. p. 62. Eccuexrrens. Hilt. 


. 61. (3) V. D’Hers. 


not 
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rot to accufe the divine revelations of falfehood : but 
(;op encompaffeth them behind, that they cannot 
fcape. Verily that which they reject is a glorious 
1oRAN; the original whereof is written in a table 
Lept in heaven’. ; 


» Kept in heaven.]——And pre- ruption. Scethe Prelim. Difc. fea. 
ferved from the lealt change or cor- ILI. p. 85. and feét. IV. p. 99- 


CHAP. LXXXVI. 


{ntitled, The Star which appeareth by night; 
revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the heaven, and that which appeareth by 
night: but what fhall caufe thee to underftand 
what that which appeareth by night is? it is the ftar 
of piercing brightnefs4: every foul hath a guardian 
fet over it. Leta man confider, thercfore, of what 
he is created. He is created of feed poured forth, 
ifluing from the loins, and the breaft-bones’. Verily 
GOD is able to reftore him to life, the day whereon 
, all fecret thoughts and ations fhall be examined in- 
i to; and he fhall have no power to defend himfelf, nor 
-any protector. By the heaven which returneth the 
rain’; and by the earth which openeth to let forth 
vegetables and {prings: verily this is a difcourfe diftin- 


@' The flar of piercing brightnefs. } 


—Some take the words to fipnify any 
bright flar, without refri@tion: but 
others think fome particular flar or 
flars to be thereby intended ; which 
one fuppofes to be the morning flar, 
(peculiarly called al Tarek, or the 
appearing by night ;) another Saturny 
(that planet being by the Arabs fur- 
named al Thakcb, or the piercing, 
as it was by the Greeks, Phcenon, 


or the fhining;) and a third, the 
Pleiades, 


* From the loins, and the breaft- 
bones. ]—i. e. From the loins of the 
man, and the breaft-bones of the 
woman (1). 

* Which returneth the rain. ]—Or, 
as fome expound it, Which perform- 
eth its periodic motion, returning to 
the point from whence it began the 
fame. The words feem defigned 
to exprefs the alternate returns 
of the different feafons of the 
year. 


f:) Al Berpawi, Yauya, 


guifhing 
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guifhing good from evil; and it is not compofed with 
lightnefs. Verily the infidels are laying a plot to 
fruftrate my defigns: but I will lay a plot for their ruin. 
Wherefore, O prophet, bear with the unbelievers : 
let them alone awhile. 


Cuap. 87, 


CHAP. LXXXVI. 
Intitled, The moft High’; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name-of the moft merciful Gop. 


PRA the name of thy Lorn, the moft High; 
who hath created, and completely formed his 
creatures : and who determineth them to various ends’, 
and direéteth them to attain the fame”; and who pro- 
duceth the pafture for cattle, and afterwards rendereth 
the fame dry ftubble of a dufky hue. We will ena- 
ble thce to rehearfe our revelations*; and thou fhalt 
not forget any part thereof, except what Gop fhall 
pleafe’; for he knowcth that which is manifeft, and 
that which is hidden. And we will facilitate unto 
thee the moft eafy way*. Wherefore admonifh thy 
people, if thy admonition fhall be profitable unto them. 
Whofo feareth GOD, he will be admonifhed: but 
the moft wretched unbcliever will turn.away there- 
from; who fhall be caft to be broiled in the greater 
fire of hell, wherein he fhall not dic, neither fhall he 


* Some take the fir word of thts 
chapter, viz, Praife, forits title. 

= Who determineth them to vaii- 
ous ends. }—Determining their vari- 
ous {pecies, properties, ways of life, 


—i. e. Except fuch revelations as 
Gop fhall think fit to abrogate, 
and blot out of thy memory. See 
chap. 2. p. 21. and chap. 75. p. 


We will facilitate unto thee the 


c. (1). 

~ Anddirefteth them, &c. ]-Guid- 
ang the rational by their reafon and 
al{o by revelation, and the irrational 
by inftinct (2), Sic. 

* See chap. 75. p. 472. 

8 Except what Gop fhal] pleafe.j 


(1) Al Bexpaws. 


moft eafy way. ]|—To retain the rela- 
tions communicated to thee by Ga- 
briel: or, as fome underftand the 
words, We will difpofe thee to the 
profeffion and firiét obfervance of the 
moft eafy religion, that is, of flim. 


(2) Idem, : 
live, 
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live. Now hath he attained felicity who is purified by 
faith, and who remembereth the name of his Lorn, 
and prayeth. But ye prefer this prefent life: yet the 
life to come is better, and more durable. Verily 
ais is written in the ancient books, the books of 
ABRAHAM and MosgEs. 


CHAP. LXXXVIII. 
{ntitled, The Overwhelming’; revealed at 
MEcCa. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H AT H.the news of the overwhelming day of 
judgment reached thee? The countenances of 
fome, on that day, fhall be caft down; labouring and 
toiling’: they fhall be caft into fcorching fire to be 
broiled: they fhall be given to drink of a boiling 
fountain: they fhall have no food, but of dry thorns 
and thiftles*; which fhall not fatten, neither fhall 
they fatisfy hunger. But the countenances of others, 
on that day, fhall be joyful; well pleafed with their 
paft endeavour: they fhall be placed in a lofty garden, 
- wherein thou fhalt hear no vain difcourfe: therein 
" fhall be a running fountain: therein fhall be raifed 
beds, and goblets placed before them, and cufhions 
laid in order, and carpets ready f{pread. Do they 
not confider the camels‘, how they are created ; 


* The overwhelming. ]—This is 
a name, or epithet, for the laft-day ; 
becaufe it will fuddenly overwhelm 
all creatures with fear and aftomfh- 
ment. It is alfo a name, or epithet, 
of hell-fire. . F 

’ Labouring and toiling. |—1. ¢. 
Dragging their chains, and labouring 
through hell-fire, as camels labour 
through mud, &c. Or, Employing 
and auiguing themfelves in what 
fhall not avail them (1). 

© Dry thorns and thiftles.]—Such 
as the camels eat when green and 
tender, Some take the original word 


al Darf, for the name of a thorny 
tree. 

4 T)o they not confider the camels, 
&ce. ] Thefe animals are of fuch 
ufe, or rather neceffity, in the eatt, 
that the creation of a fpecies fo won- 
derfully adapted to thofe countries, 
is a very proper inftance, to an Ara- 
bian, of the power and wifdom of 
Gop. 

Some, however, think the clouds 
(which the original word ib! alfo 
fignifies) are here intended; the 
pearen being mentioned immediately 
after. 





f1) Idem. 


and 
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and the heaven, how it is raifed; and the mountains, 
how they are fixed; and the earth, how it is ex- 
tended? Wherefore warn thy people; for thou art a 
warner only: thou art not empowered to a@ with 
authority over them. But whoever fhall turn back’, 
and difbelieve, Gon fhall punifh him with the greater 
punifhment of the life to come. Verily unto us fhall 
they return: then fhall it be our part to bring them 


Cuap. 89. 


to account. 


© But whoever fhall turn back, 
&c.J-~Or, Except him who fhal! curn 
back, and be an infidel: and Gon 
{hall alfo punifh him, &c. By which 


CHAP. 


exception fome fuppofe that power 
is here given to Mohammed to chaf= 
tife obftinate infidels and apoftates. 


LXXXIX., 


Intitled, The Day-break ; revealed at Mecca‘ 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the day-break, and ten nights®; by that 
which is double, and that which is, fingle’; 
and by the night when it cometh on: is there not in 


this an oath formed with underftanding ? 


Haft thou 


not confidered how thy Lorn dealt with Ap, the 


€ Some are of opinion this chapter 
was revealed at Medina. 

& The ten nights. |—That is, The 
ten nights of Dhu’Jhajja, or the tenth 
of that month, (whence fome under- 
ftand the day-break mentioned juft 
before, of the morning of that day, 
or of the preceding ;) or the nights 
of the 10th of Moharram; or, as 
others rather think, the 1oth, 11th, 
and 129th of Dhu’thajja. All which 
days are peculiarly ered among the 

ohammedans. 

b By that which is double, and 
that which is fingle.j—Thefe words 


(1) See chap. 51. p. 397. 


are varioufly interpreted. Some un- 
derftand thereby all things in general ; 
fome, all created beings, (which are 
faid to have been created by pairs, or 
of two kinds (1), and the Creator, 
who is fingle; fome, of the primum 
mobile, and the other orbs; fome, 
of the conftellations, and the planets; 
fome, of the nights before-mention- 
ed, taken either together or fingly ; 
and fome, of the day of flaying the 
vidtims, (the 1oth of Dhu’lhajja) and 
of the day of Arafat, which is the 
day before, &c. (2). 


td 


(2) Al Zamaxu. 


people 
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people of Inem'‘, adorned with lofty buildings *, the 
like whereof hath not been ere€ted in the land’? 
and with Tuamup, who hewed the rocks in the 
valley ™ into houfes; and with Pxaraon, the con- 
triver of the ftakes", who had behaved infolently in 
the earth, and multiplied corruption therein? Where- 


' Irem.J—Was the name of the 
territory or city of the Adites, ‘and 
of the garden mentioned in the‘next 
hote; which were fo called from 
Irem, or Aram, the grandfather of 
Ad, their progenitor. Some think 
Aram himfelf to be here méant, 
and his name to be added to fig- 
nify the ancient “Adites, his im- 
mediate defcendants, and to diftin- 

uifh them from the latter tribe o 
that name (1): but the adjeftive 
and relative joined to the word are, 
in the original, of the feminine gen- 
der, which feems to contradié this 
opinion. 

* Adorned with lofty buildings. ] 
—Or pillars. Some think thefe 
words are ufed to exprefs the great 
fize and ftrength of the old Adites 
(2); and then they fhould be tran- 
flated, who were of enormous fta- 
ture, But the more exa& commen- 
tators take the paffage to relate to the 
{umptuous palace and delightful gar- 
dens built and made by Sheddad the 
fon of Ad. For they fay Ad left two 
fons, Sheddid and Sheddid, who 
reigned jointly after his deceale, and 
extended their power over the great- 
er part of the world: but Sheddid 
dying, his brother became fole mo- 
narch; who, having heard of the 
celeflial paradife, made a garden, 
in imitation thereof, in the deferts 
of Aden, and called it Irem, after 
the name of his great grandfather: 
when it was finifhed, he fet out, with 
@ great attendance, to take a view 


(1) Al Berpawr, Javuat. 
Ibid. p. 12. 


of it ; but when they were come 
within a day’s journey of the place, 
they were all deflroyed by a terrible 
noife from heaven. Al Beidawi 
adds, that one Abda’llah Ebn 
Kclabah (whom, after D’Herhbclot, 
I have elfewhere named Colabah (3), 
accidentally hit on this wonderful 
place, as he was feeking a camel. 

1’The like whereof hath not been 
erefted in the land. ]—If we fuppofe 
the preceding words to relate to the 
vaft ftature of the Adites, thefe muft 
be tranflated, The like of whom have 
not been created, &c. 

= Who hewed the rocks in the 
valley.]—The learned Greaves, in 
his tranflation of Abu’lfeda’s de- 
fcription of Arabia (4), has falfely 
rendered thefe words, which are 
there quoted, Quibus petra vallis 
refponfum dederunt, i. e. To whom 
the rocks of the valley returned an- 
fwer: which flip being made by fo 
great a man, I do not at all wonder 
that la Rogue, and Petis de la Croix, 
from whofe Latin verfion, and with 
whole affiftance, la Roque made his 
French tranflation of the afmefaid 
treatile, have been led into the fame 
miftake, and rendered thofe words, 
A qui les pierres de la valée ren. 
dirent réppenfe (5). The valley 
here meant, fay the commentators 
(6), is Wadi ’Ikora, lying about one 
day’s journey (7), (not five and up- 
wards, as Abu’lfeda will have it) 
from al Hejr. 

" See chap. 38 p. 318, 


(2) lidvm. See the Prelim. Dife. 
(4) Pag. 49. It was publithed by 


pig. (3) Ibid, z 
r. Hlupson, in the third Vol. of the Geographix veteris Scuptor. Gr. 


minor. 
Palettine, par. 
Beipawt. 
Nub. p. 110, 


(5) Defer. 
La Rogoeg, 
(7) En 


de l’Arabie, mife a la fuite da Voyage de la 
- 35- 
law KAL, 


(6) JarLaro’pprn, Al 


apud Asv’ir, ubi fupr. Geogr. 


fore 
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fore thy Lorp poured on them various kinds° of 
chaftifement: for thy Lorp is furely in a watch- 
tower, whence he obferveth the a€tions of men. More- 
over man, when his Lorn trieth him by profperity, 
and honoureth him, and is bounteous unto him, faith, 
My Lorp honoureth me: but when he proveth him 
by afflictions, and withholdeth his provifions from 
him, he faith, my Lorp defpifeth me. By no 
means’: but ye honour not the orphan, neither do 
ye excite one another to feed the poor: and ye devour 
the inheritance of the weak‘, with undiftinguifhing 
greedinefs; and ye love riches, with much affeétion. 
By no means fhould ye do thus. When the earth fhall 
be minutely ground to duft: and thy Lorp fhall 
come, and the angels rank by rank; and hell, on 
that day, fhall be brought nigh": on that day fhall 
man call to remembrance his evil deeds; but how 
fhall remembrance avail him? He fhall fay, Would 
to Gop that I had heretofore done good works in my 
life-time*! On that day none fhall punifh with his 
punifhment ; nor fhall any bind with his bondst. O 
thou foul which art at reft’, return unto thy —_ 
we 


Cuap, 89. 


° Various kinds.J—The original 
word fignifies a mixture, and alfo a 
{courge of platted thongs: whence 
fome appale the chaftifement of this 
life is here reprefented by a {courge, 
and intimated to be as much lighter 
than that of the next life, as {courg- 
ing is lighter than death (1). 

P By no means. For worldly 
profperity or adverlity 1s not a cer- 
tain mark either of the favour or dis- 
favour of Gop. 

4 Ye devour the inheritance of the 
weak. ]——Not fuffering women or 
young children to have any fhare in 
the ena ct their hufbands or 

arents. See chap 4. p.94- | 
ms And hell fhall us broug it nigh. } 
——There is a tradition, that at the 
Jaft-day hell will be dragged to- 
wards the tribunal by 70,000 hal- 








(i) Al Berpaws. 


2) idem, JALLALO’DDINe 


ters, each halter being hauled b 
70,000 angels; and that it will 
come with great roaring and fury 


2). 

> In my life-time. J—Or, For thie 
my latter Itfe. 

* None fhall punith with his pu. 
nifhment, " None fhal! 
be able to punifh or to bind, as Gor 
fhall then punish and bind the wicked 


(3). 

“ ( thon foul which art at reft.1 
--Some expound this of the foul, 
which having, by purfutng the con- 
catenation of natural caufes, raifed 
itfelf to che knowledge of that Be- 
ing which produced them, and exifls 
of neceffity, refts fully contented, 
or acquiefces in the knowledge of 
him, and the confemplation of his 
perfections. By this the reader will 

obferve, 


e = 7 1. e. 


(3) lidem. 
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well pleafed with thy reward, and well pleafing unto 
GOD: enter among my fervants: and enter my 


paradife. 


obferve, that the Mohammedans are 
no ftrangers to Quictifm. Othcrs, 
however, underftand the words of 
the foul, which having attained the 
knowledge of the truth, refts fatis- 


fied, and relies fecurely thereon, un- 
difturbed by doubts; or of the foul 
which is fecure of its falvation, and 
free from fear or forrow (1). 


(1) Al Bsrpaw:. 


CHAP. XC. 


Intitled, The Territory; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Swear by this territory*, (and thou, O prophet, 
refideft in this territory ’,) and by the begetter, 
and that which he hath begotten’; verily we have 


created man in mifery *. 


Doth he think that none 


fhall prevail over him’? He faith, I have wafted 


plenty of riches *. 


~ I fwear. ]—Or, I will not fwear, 
&c. See chap. 56. p. 416. nor. *. 

* This territory. |~viz. The facred 
territory of Mecca. 

y And thou refideft in this terri- 
tory. J~Or, Thou fhalt be allowed to 
do what thou pleafeft in this terri- 
‘tory; the words, in this fenfe, 1m- 
porting a promife of that abfolute 
power which Mohammed attained, 
on the taking of Mecca (1). 

= By the begetter, and that which 
he hath begotten. ]-Some underftand 
thefe words generally; others of 
Adam, or Abraham, and of their 
offspring, and of Mohammed in par- 
ticular (2). 

* We have created man in mi- , 


fery.]—Or, to trouble. This paf- 
(1) Idem. (2) Idem. 
(5) Al Bstpawt. (6) Idem. 


Vou, II, 


Doth he think that none feeth 


fage was revealed to comfort the pro- 

het under the perfecution of the 
Kaveith ‘a)s 

’ Doth he think that none fhall 
prevail over him ?]~Some expofitors 
take a paiticular perfon to be here 
intended: who was one of Moham- 
med’s moft inveterate adverfaries ; 
as Al Walid Ebn al Mogheira (4): 
others fuppofe Abu’l Afhadd Ebn 
Calda, to be the man; who was fo 
very ftrong, that a large fkin being 
{fpread under his feet, and ten men 
pene at it, they could not make 
im fall, though they tore the fkin 
to pieces (5). 

* I have wafted plenty of riches. J~ 
In a vain and oftentatious manner ; 
or, in oppofing of Mohammed (6). 


(3) Idem. (4) Al Zamarn. 


1i him ? 


CHAP. XCI. 


Intitled, The Sun; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the fun, and its rifing brightnefs; by the 

moon, when fhe followeth him‘; by the day. 
when it fheweth his fplendor; by the night, when 1. 
covereth him with darknefs; by the heaven, anc 
him who buitit; by the earth, and him who fpreaa 
it forth; by the foul, and him who compleatly 
formed it, and infpired into the fame its faculty of 
diftinguilhing, and power of choofing, wickednefs anc 
picty : now Is he who hath purified the fame, happy ; 
but he who hath corrupted the fame, is muiferable, 
Tuamop acculed their prophet SaLeu of impofture, 
through the exccfs of their wickednefs: when the 
wretch * aiong them was fent to flay the camel; and 
the apoltle of Gop faid unto them, Let alone the 


f When the followeth him J-i.e.  pafl the full (1). 
When fhe rifes juft after him, as & The wretch. ]—viz. Kedar Ebs 


fhe does at the beginging of the Salef. See chap. 7. p. 199, 200 
month ; or when fhe fetnahier Rum, and chap. 54. p. 407. : 


as happens when fhe is a isttle 


came: 
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camel of Gon; and hinder not her drinking. But 
they charged him with impofture; and they flew her. 
Wherefore their Lorp deltroyed them, for their 
crime, and made their punifhment equal unto them all: 
and he feareth not the iffue thereof. 


CHAP. XCII. 
Intitled, The Night; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the night, when it covereth all things with 

darknefs; by the day, when it fhineth forth; by 
him who hath created the male and the female: verily 
your endeavour is different. Now whofo is obedient, 
and fearcth GOD, and profeffeth the truth of that 
faith which is moit excellent; unto him we facilitate 
the way to happinels: but whofo fhall be covetous, 
and fhall be wholly taken up with this world, and fhall 
deny the truth of that which is moft excellent; unto 
him will we facilitate the way to miery; and his riches 
fhall not profit him, when he fhall fell headlong into 
hell. Verily unto us appertaineth the dircétion of 
mankind: and ours is the life to come, and the prefent 
lite. Wherefore I threaten you with fire which 
burneth fiercely, which none fhall enter to be burned, 
except the mofl wretched; who fhall have difbelieved, 
and turned back. But he who {tnélly bewarcth ido- 
Jatry and rebellion, fhall be removed far from the 
fame ; who giveth his fubftance in alms, and by whom 
no benefit 1s beftowed on any, that it may be recom- 
penfed, but who beftoweth the fame for the fake of 
his Lorn, the moft High: and hereafter he fhall be 
well fatisfied with his reward. 


* By whom no benefit is beftowed prophet’s Muedhdhin, or cryer to 
Onany, that it may be recompenfed, praygrs) who had been put to the 
&c.J—Jallalo’ddin thinks this whole rack on account of his faith, the 
defcription belongs peculiarly to Atty’ ‘infidels faid he did it only out of a 

ecr: for when he had purchaled view of intereft; upon which this 


Belal, the Ethiopian (afterwards af was revealed. 
o CHAP, 
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CHAP. XCII. 
Intitled, The Brightnefs; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B Y the brightnefs of the morning'; and by the 
night, when it groweth dark: thy Lorp hath 
not forfaken thee, neither doth he hate thee’. Ve- 
rily the life to come fhall be better for thee than this 
prefent life: and thy Lorn fhall give thee a reward 
wherewith thou fhalt be well pleafed. Did he not 
find thee an orphan, and hath he not taken care of 
thee? And did he not find thee wandering in error, 
and hath he not guided thee into the truth? And 
did he not find thee needy, and hath he not enriched 
thee? Whcerefore opprefs not the orphan; neither 


repulfe the beggar: but declare the goodnefs of thy 


Lorp. 


> The brightnefs of the morning. } 
~—The original word properly figni- 
fies the bright part of the day, when 
the fun fhines full out, three or four 
hours after it 1s mfen. 

* Thy Loxp hath not forfaken 
thee, &c.J—It is related, that no 
revelation having been vouchfafed to 
Mohammed for feveral days, 1n an- 
fwer to fome queftions put to him 
by the Koreifh, becaufe he had con- 


{1) See chap. 18. p. 116. 


fidently promifed to refolve them 
the next day, without adding the 
exception, if it pleafe Gop (1), or 
becaufe he had repulfed an importu- 
nate beggar, or elfe becaufe a dead 
puppy lay under his feat, or for fome 
other reafon; bis enemies faid that 
Gop had left him: whereupon this 
chapter was fent down for his confo- 
lation (2). 


(2) Al Berpaws, Jarrat. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP XCIV. 
Intitled, Have we not opened; revealed at 
MEcCaA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AVE we not opened thy breaft'; and eafed 

thee of thy burden™, which galled thy back ; 
and raifed thy reputation for thee? Verily a diffi- 
culty fhall be attended with eafe. Verily a difh- 
culty fhall be attended with eafe. When thou fhalt 
have ended thy preaching, labour to ferve GOD in 
return for his favours"; and make thy fupplication 


unto thy Lorp. 


' Have we not opened thy breaft.] 
~By difpofing and enlarging it to re- 
ceive the truth, and wifdom, and 
prophecy; or, by freeing thee from 
uneafinefs, and ignorance ? This paf- 
fage is thought to intimate the open- 
ing of Mohammed’s heart, in his 
infancy, or when he took his journey 
to heaven, by the angel Gabriel ; 
who having wrung out the black 
drop, or feed of original fin, wafh- 
ed and cleanfed the fame, and filled 


it with wifdom and faith (1): but 
fome think it relatesto the occafion 
of the preceding chapter (2). 

= And cafed thee of thy burden. ]= 
i. ce. Of thy fins committed before 
thy miffion; or of thy ignorance, 
or trouble of mind. 

=» When thou fhalt have finifhed 
thy preaching, labour to ferve Gon, 
are.J Or, hen thou fhalt have 
finifhed thy prayer, labour in preach- 
ing the faith (3). 


(1) Al Bretpawt, Yauya. V. Asvu’cr. vit. Moh. p.g. & 93. Prin. 
Life of Mah. p. 105, &c. (2) Al Berpawi. (3) Idem. 
lig CHAP. 


* By the fig and the olive.]—Gon, 
fay the commentators, {wears by 
thefe two fruits, becaufe of their 

reat ufes and virtues: for the fig 
1s wholefome and of eafy digeflion. 
and phyfically good to carry off 
phlegm, and gravel in the kidnevs 
or bladder, and to remove obflruc- 
tions of the liver and fpleeu, and 
alfo cures the piles, and the gout, 
&c. the olive produces oil, which 
3s not only excellent to eat, but 
otherwife ufeful for the compound- 
ing of ointments (1); the wood of 
the olive tree moreover is good for 
cleanfing the teeth, preventing their 
growing rotten, and giving a good 
odour to the mouth; for which 
yeafon the prophets and Mohammed 
in particular, made ufe of no other 
for tooth-picks (2). 

Some, however, fuppofe that thefe 
words do not mean the fruits or 
trees above-mentioned, hut two 
mountains in the holy Jand, where 
they grow in plenty; or elfe the 
temple of Damafcus and that at 
Jerufalem (3). ; ; 

® This territory of fecurity. J—viz. 
The territory of Mecca (4). Thefe 


(1) Idém, Al Zamaxu. 
Yaura, Al Bernawi, Jaruav. 


IV. 


(2) Al Zamaxn. 
(5) V. Marxrac.in locep. 809. 


words feem to argue the chapter ta 
have been revealed there. 

* We created man of a moft excel- 
lent fabric; afterwa'ds we rendered 
him the vileft of the vile.J—1. e. as 
the commentators pencrally expound 
this paflage, We created man of 
comely proportion of body, and greitt 
perfe€tion of mind ; and yct we have 
doomed htm, in cafe of difobedience. 
to be an inhabitant of hell. Some, 
however, underfland the words cf 
the vigorous conflitution of man In 
the prime and flrength of his ages 
and of his miferable decay when be 
becomes old and decrepit: but the 
feem rather to intimate the perfe 
flate of happinefs wherein man wos 
originally created, and his fall from 
thence, in confequence of Adam's 
difobedience, toa ftate of mifery in 
this world, and becoming hable to 
one infinitely more miferable in the 
next (5). 

r What fhall caufethee to deny the 
day of judgment after this? ]—Some 
fuppofe thefe words direGted to Mo- 
hammed, and others to man in ge- 
neral, by way of apoftrophe. 


(3) Idem, 
Prelim. wre. feés. 


CHAP. 


(4) See the 


Ar KORAN. 
CHAP. XCVI. 
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Intitled, Congealed Blood; revealed at 
Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


EAD, in the name of thy Lorn, who hath 

created all things; who hath created man of 
congealed blood'. Read, by thy moft beneficent 
Lorp*; who taught the ufe of the pen; who teach- 
eth man that which he knoweth not.  Affuredly. 
Verily man becometh infolent, becaufe he feeth him- 
felf abound in riches’. Verily unto thy Lorn fhall 
be the return of a!l. What thinkeft thou as to him 
who forbiddeth our fervant, when he prayeth*? 
What thinkeit thou; if he follow the right direétion ; 
or command piety ? What thinkeft thou; if he ac. 
cufe the divine revelations of falfehood, and turn his 
back ? Doth he not know that Gon feeth? Affuredly. 
Verily, if he forbear not, we will drag him by the 
forelock ¥, the lying, finful forelock. And let him 


* The firft five verfes of this 
chapter, ending with the words, 
Who taught man that which he knew 


man with the art of writing, would 
gracioufly remedy this defeétin him 


not, are gcnerally allowed to be the 
firft paflaze of the Koran which was 
revealed, though fome give this ho- 
nour to the 74th chapter, and others 
to the firft, the next, they fay, be- 
ing the 68th. 
* Of congealed blood. ]—AII men 
being created of thick or concreted 
blood (1), except only of Adam, 
Eve, and Jefus ak 
* Read, by thy moft beneficent 
Loro.]—Thefe words, containing 
a repetition of the command, are 
Appefed to be a reply to Moham- 
med, who in anfwer to the former 
words pene by the angel, had de- 
clared that he could not read, being 
perfeétly illiterate ; and intimate a 
promife that Gop, who had infpired 


(1) See chap, es. p, 
(Olea 


lig 


(2) Yanya. 


“ Verily man becometh infolent, 
&c.]—The commentators agree the 
remaining part of the chapter to have 
been revealed againft Abu Jahl, Moe 
hammed’s great adverfary. 

x He who forbiddeth our fervant 
when he prayeth.]—For Abu Jahl, 
aheeiicned: hea if he catched Mo- 
hammed in the a& of adoration, he 
would fet his foot on his neck ¢ 
but when he came and faw him in 
that pofture, he fuddenly turned 
back as ina fright; and being afked 
what was the matter, faid, there 
was a ditch of fire between himfelf 
and Mohammed, and a terrible ap~ 
pearance of troops, to defend him 


Y See chap. 11. p. 25. not. *. 
(9) Al Bsrpawt. 


call 
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call his counci\* to his affiftance: we alfo will call the 
infernal guards to caft him into hell. Affuredly. 
Obey him not: but continue to adore GOD; and 
draw nigh unto him. 


Cuap. 97, 


* Let him call his council. ]—1. e. 


a Meccans, the far greater 
The council or aflembly of the 


part of whom adhered to Abu Jahl. 


CHAP. XCVIL. 


Intitled, AL KApr; where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we fent down the Koran in the night 

of ar Kapr*. And what fhall make thee 
underftand how excellent the night of an Kapp is? 
The night of av Kapp is better than a thoufand 
months. Therein do the angels defcend, and the 
fpirit GaAsrieL alfo, by the permiffion of their 
Lorp, with his decrees concerning every matter’. 


It is peace, until the rifing of the morn. 


* The night of al Kadr.]—The 
word al Kadr fignifies power, and 
honour or dignity, and alfo the di- 
vine decree; and the night is fo 
named either from its excellence ae 
bove all other nights in the year, 
or becaufe, as the Mohammedans 
believe, the divine decrees for the 
enfuing year are annually on this 
night fixed and fettled, or taken 
from the preferved table by Gon’s 
throne, and given to the angels to 
be executed (1). On this night 
Mohammed received his firft revela- 
tions; when the Koran, fay the 
commentators, was fent down from 


(1) See chap. 44. p. 363. 


the aforefaid table, entire and in 
one volume, to the loweft heaven, 
from whence Gabriel revealed it to 
Mohammed by parcels, as occafion 
required. 

Ihe Moflem doors are not a- 

eed where to fix the night of al 
Kadr: the greater part are of opini- 
on that itis one of the ten laft nights, 
of Ramadan, and, as is commonly 
believed, the 7th of thofe nights, 
reckoning backwards; by which 
means it will fall between the 23d 
and 24th days of that month (2). 

b See the preceding note, and 


chap. 44. p. 363. 


(2) Al Zamaxm. Al Betpaws, Javan. 
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CHAP. XCVIII. 


Intitled, The Evidence‘; where it was re- 
vealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


H E unbelievers among thofe to whom the 

{criptures were given, and among the idola- 
iers, did not ftagger*, until the clear evidence* had 
come unto them: an apoftle from Gop, rehearfing 
unto them pure books of revelations ; wherein are con- 
iained right difcourfes. Neither were they unto 
whom the fcriptures were given divided among 
themfelves, until after the clear evidence had come 
unto them’, And they were commanded no other 
in the fcriptures than to worfhip Gop, exhibiting unto 
him the pure religion, and being orthodox ; and to 
be conftant at praycr, and to give alms®: and this is 
the right religion. Verily thofe who believe not, 
among thofe who have received the {criptures, and 
among the idolaters, fhall be caft into the fire of hell, 
io remain therein for ever. Thefe are the worft of 


¢ Some intitle this chapter, from 
the firft words, Did not. 

¢ Did not fagger. |—i. e. Did not 
waver in their religion, or in their 
promifes to follow the truth, when 
an apofile fhould come unto them. 
For the commentators pretend that 
before the appearance of Mohammed, 
the Jews and Chriflians, as well as the 
worfhippers of idols, unanimoufly 
believed and expected the coming of 
the prophet, until which time they 
declared they would perfevere in their 
re{pe€tive religions, and then would 
follow him: but when he came, they 
rejected him through envy (1). 

¢ The clear evidence. ]—viz. Mo- 


(1) lidem, 


(2) lidem. 


hammed, or the Koran. 

* Were not divided among them- 
felves, until after the clear evidence 
had come unto them. }]~But when the 
promifed apoftle was fent, and the 
truth became manifeft to thems 
they withftood the cleareft conviéti- 
on, differing from one another in 
their opinions ; fome believing and 
acknowledging Mohammed to be the 
prophet foretold in the {criptures, 
and others denying it (2). 

¢ They were commanded no other 
than to worfhip Gop, &c.J——But 
thefe divine precepts in the law and 
the gofpel have they corrupted, 
changed, and violated (3). 


(3) Iidem. 
creatures, 
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creatures. But they who believe, and do good 
works; thefe are the beft of creatures: their reward 
with their Lorp fhall be gardens of perpetual abode, 
through which rivers flow; they fhall remain therein 
for ever. Gop will be well pleafed in them; and 
they fhall be well pleafed in him. This is prepared 
for him who fhall fear his Loro. 


CHAP. 99. 


C H A P. XCIx. 


Intitled, The Earthquake; where it was re- 
vealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the earth fhall be fhaken by an earth- 

quake*, and the earth fhall caft forth her 
burthens'; and a man fhall fay, What aileth her? 
On that day the earth fhall declare her tidings, for 
that thy Lory will infpire her*, On that day men 
fhall go forward in diftin& claffes, that they may 
behold their works. And whoever fhall have wrought 
good of the weight of an ant', fhall behold the fame. 
And whoever fhall have wrought evil of the weight 
of anant, fhall bchold the fame. 


h When the earth fhal] be fhaken, 
&c.|—This earthquake will happen 
at the firft, or, as others fay, at the 
fecond blaft of the trumpet (1). 

* Its burthens. |-viz. ‘l he treafures 
and dead bodi:s withinit (2). 

» ‘The earth {hall declare her tid- 
ings, &c.J——i.e. Wall inform all 
creatures of the occafion of her 


iy a oar iak sf alaltatale 
(2) See chap. 84. p. 488. 
fet. IV. p. 116, 


trembling, and cafling forth her trea« 
fures and her dead, by the circum 
flances which fhal! immediately at- 
tend them. Some fay, the earth 
will, at the laft-day, be miraculoufly 
enabled to fpeak, and will give evi- 
dence of the actions of her inhabi- 
tants (3). 
1 See chap. 4. p. 102. not. ‘, 


See the Prelim. Difc. fe@.IV. p. 109. 
(3) Al Berpawr. See the Prelim. Dit. 
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CHAP. C. 


Intitled, The War-Horfes which run fwiftly 5 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the mot merciful Gop. 


Y the war-horfes which run fwiftly to the battle, 
with a panting noife; and by thofe which {trike 
fire, by dafhing thcir hoofs againft the ftones; and 
by thofe which make a fudden incurfion on the enem 
early in the morning, and therein raife the duft, and 
therein pafs through the midft of the adverfe troops™: 
verily man is ungrateful to his Lorn ; and he is wit- 
nefs thereof: and he is immoderate in the love of 
worldly good. Doth he not know, therefore, when 
that which is in the graves fhall be taken forth, and 
that which is in men’s breafts fhall be brought to light, 
that their Lorp will, on that day, be fully informed 
concerning them ? 


= By the war-horfes which run interpret all the parts of the oath of 
{wiftly, &c.]—Some willhave it that the human foul (g) ; but their expli- 
not horfes, but the camels which cations feem a little forced, and 
went to the batile of Bedr, are therefore I choofe to omit them. 
meant in this paflage (1). Others 


(1) Yanyva. ex. trad, Ali Ebn Abi Taleb. (2) Al Brrpaws. 


CHAP. CI 
Intitled, The Striking; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


: ‘HE ftriking™! What is the ftriking? And 
what fhall make thee to underftand how terri- 

ble the ftriking will be? On that day men fhall be 
* The ftriking.]—This is one of laft-dav, becaufe it will flrike the 
the names or epithets given to the hearts of all creatures with terror (1). 


(1) Idem, Janzan, 


like 
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like moths f{cattered abroad, and the mountains {hall 
become like carded wool of various colours driven 
by the wind. Moreover he whofe balance fhall be 
heavy with good works, fhall lead a pleafing life : but 
as to him whofe balance fhall be light, his dwelling fhall 
be the pit of hell®. What fhall make thee to underftand 
how frightful the pit of hell is? It is a burning fire. 


loweft dungeon of hell, and proper» 


© The pit of hell. J—The orginal 
ly fignifies a deep pit or gulf. 


word Hawiyat is the name of the 


C H A P. CII. 
Intitled, The emulous Defire of multiplying; 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 

T H E emulous defire of multiplying riches and 

children employeth you, until ye vifit the 
graves’, By no means fhould ye thus employ your 
time: hereafter fhall ye know your folly. Again, By 
no means: hereafter fhall ye know your folly. By 
no means: if ye knew the confequence hereof with 
certainty of knowledge, ye would not aét thus. Verily 
ye fhall fee hell: again, ye fhall furely fee it with the 
eye of certainty. Then fhall ye be examined on that 


day, concerning the pleafures with which ye have 
amufed yourfelves in this life. 


_ ® The emulous defire of multiply- 
ing riches and children employeth 
you, until ye vifit the graves. ]—i. e. 

ntil ye die. According to the ex- 
pofition of fome commentators, the 
words fhould be rendered thus ; 
The contending or vying in numbers 
whollyemployeth you, fo that ye vifit 
even the graves, to number the 
dead: to explain which, they relate 
that there was a great difpute and 
eontention between the def{cendants 
of Abd Meniaf and the defcendants 


of Sahm, which of ‘the two families 
were the more numerous; and It 
being found on calculation, that 
the children of Abd Menaf exceeded 
thofe of Sahm, the Sahmites faid 
that their numbers had been much 
diminifhed by wars inthe time of 
ignorance, and infifted that the 
dead. as well as the living, fhould 
be taken into the account ; and by 
this way of reckoning they were 
found to be ‘more than the defcen- 
dants of Abd Menaf. (1) 


(1) Al Zamaxn. Al Berpaws, Jarrar. 


CHA P. 


Cuap. 104. AL 


KORAN. 


509 


CHAP. CIID. 


Intitled, The Afternoon; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the afternoon’; 


verily man employeth himfelf 


in that which will prove of lofs: except thofe 
who believe, and do that which is right; and who 
mutually recommend the truth, and mutually recom- 
mend perfeverance unto each other. 


’ By the afternoon. ]~Or the time 
from the fun’s declination to his fet- 
ting; which is one of the five ap- 


C H A 


pointed times of prayer. The ori- 
ginal word alfo fignifies, The age, 
or time in general. 


P. CIV. 


Intitled, The Slanderer ; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


\ N YO unto every flanderer, and backbiter': who 
heapeth up riches, and preparcth the fame for 
the time to come! He thinketh that his riches will ren- 


der himimmortal. By no 
caft into aL HoTAMa‘’, 


mcans. 


He fhall furely be 


And what fhall caufe thee to 


underftand what at Horama is? It is the kindled fire 
of Gop'; which fhall mount above the hearts of thofe 


who fhall be caft therein. 


Verily it fhall be as an 


arched vault above them, on columns of vaft extent. 


* Wo unto every flanderer and 
backbiter, &c.]—This paffage is faid 
to have been revealed againft al 
Akhnas Ebn Shoreik, or al Walid 

bn al Mogheira, or Ommeyya Ebn 
Khalf, who were all guilty of flan- 
dering others, and efpecially the pro- 
phet (1). 


(1) Iidem. (2) See the Prel. Difc. 


* Al Hotama. J]——Is one of the 
names of hell, or the name of one 
of its apartments (@); which is fo 
called becaufe it will break in picces 
whatever {hall be thrown into it. 

© It is the kindled fire of Gop. |— 
And therefore fhall not be extin 
guifhed by any (3). 


feet. IV. p. 121. (3) Al Berpawi, 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. CV. 
Intitled, The Elephant; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 
AST thou not {cen how thy Lorp dealt with 


the mafters of the elephant’? 


* How thy Lorp dealt with the 
mafters of the elephant. ]-This chap- 


ter iclates to the following piece of 


hiftory, which 1s famous among the 
Arabs. Abraha Ebn al Sabah, fur- 
namedal Afhram,1, e. the Slit-nofed, 
king or viceroy of Yaman, who was 
an Ethiopian (1), and cf the Chil 
tuan religion, having built a magni- 
ficent church at Sanaa, with a de- 
fign to draw the Arabs to go in ypil- 
grimage thither, inflead of vifiting 
the temple of Mecca, the Koreith, 
obferving the devotion and cone 
courfe of the pilgrims at the Caaba 
began confiderably to diumintfh, fent 
one Nofail, as be is named by fome, 
of the tube of Kenanah, who pet- 
ting into the afarelaid church by 
might, defiled the altar and walls 
thereof with his eacrements. At 
this profanation Abraha being high- 
ly incented, vowed the :deflruction 
of the Caaba, and accordingly fet 
out againtt Mecca at the head of a 
confiderable army, whercin were 
feveral elephants, which he had ob- 
tained of the hing of Ethiopia, their 
number being, as fome fay, thir- 
teen, though others mention but 
one. The Mcccans, at the ap- 
proach of fo confiderable a hott, re- 
ured to the netghbourmg moun- 
tains, being unable to defend their 
cy or temple: but Gop himflelf 
undertook the proreétion of both. 
For when Abraha drew near to 
Mecca, and would have entered it, 
the clephant on which he rode, 
which was a very Jarge one, and 
named Mahmud, refuled to advance 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. p. 13, 14. 
&e. See Prin. Life of Mah. p. 61, &c. 


atcac. Anu’ce. Hill. Gen. 


Did he not 
make 


any nigher to the town, but knelt 
down whenever they endeavoured 
to force him that way, though he 
would rife and march brifkly enough 
if they turned him towards any 0- 
ther quarter: and while matters 
were in this pofture, on a fudden a 
large flock of birds, like {wallows, 
came flying from the fea coatt, 
every one of which carried three 
ftones, one in each foot, and one ta 
its bill; and thefe fiones they threw 
down upon the heads of Abraha’s 
mer, certainly killing every one 
they firuck. Then Gop fent a 
flood, which fwept the dead bo- 
dies, and fome of thofe who had 
not been ftruck by the flones, into 
the fca: the reft fled towards Ya- 
man, but perifhed by the way; 
none of them reaching Sanaa, ex- 
cept only Abraha himfelf, who died 
foon after his arrival there, being 
ftruck with a fort of plague or pu- 
trefaétion, fo that his body opened, 
and his limbs rotted off by piece- 
meal, It 1s faid that one of Abra- 
ha’s army, named Abu Yafcim, 
e{caped over the red fea into Ethi- 
opia, and going direéily to the king, 
told him the tragical flory ; and upon 
that prince’s afking him what fort of 
birds they were, that had occafioned 
fuch a deflruétion, the man pointed 
to one of them, which had followed 
him all the way, and was at that 
time hovering direétly over his head, 
when immediately the bird let fall 
the Rone, and firuck him dead at the 

king’s feet (2). 
‘l his remarkable defeat of Abraha 
happened 


(2) Al Zamaxu. Al Bernawt, 


and D’Heracc. Bibl. Orient. Art. Abrahah. 
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make their treacherous defign an occafion of drawing 
them into error; and fend againft them flocks of 
birds, which caft down upon them ftones of baked 


happened the very year Mohammed 
was born, and as this chapter was 
revealed before the Hejra, and 
within 54 years, at leaft, after it 
came to a when feveral perfons 
who could have dete&ted the lie, 
had Mohammed forged this ftory 
out of his own head, were alive, it 
feems as if there was really fome= 
thing extraordinary in the matter, 
which might, by adding fome cir- 
cumftances, have been worked up 
into a miracle to his hands. Mar- 
racci (1) judges the whole to be ei- 
ther a fable, or elfe a feat of lome 
evil {pirits, of which he gives a pa- 
rallel inftlance, as he thinks, in the 
ftrange defeat of Brennus, when he 
was marching to attack the temple 
of Apollo at Delphi (2). Dr. Pri- 
deaux dire&tly charges Mohammed 
with coining this miracle, notwith- 
ftanding he might have been fo eafily 
difproved, and fuppofes, without 
any foundation, that this chapter 
might not have been publifhed till 
Othman’s edition of the Koran (3), 
which was many years after, when 
all might be dead who could re- 
member any thing of the aboveemen- 
tioned war (4). But Mohammed 
had no occafion to coin fuch a mira- 
cie himfclf, to gain the temple of 
Mecca any greater veneration: the 
Meccans were but too fuperflitioufly 
fond of it, and obliged hin, againit 
his inclinations and original defign, 
to make it the chief place of his new 
invented worfhip. I cannot, how- 
ever, but oblerve Dr. Prideaux’s 
partiality on this occafion, com- 
paca with the favourable reception 

€ gives to the florv of the miracu- 
lous overthrow of Brennus ard his 
army, which he concludes in the 


(1) Refut. in Alcor. p. 823. 


ook I. p. °5: and authors there quoted. 
| 


fect. IIL. p. 
P.- 172 


, p. On. (4) Priv. Lite of Mah. p. 63, 64. 
Conneétion, in the place above cited, 


clay ; 


“© Thus was 
Gop pleafed in a very extra- 
ordinary manner to execute his 
vengeance upon thofe facrilegi- 
ous wretches for the fake of re- 
‘ ligionin general, how falfe and 
‘ idolatrous foever that particular 
religion was, for which that tem- 
ple at Delphos was eretied (5).’ 
If it be anfwered, that the Gauls 
believed the religion, to the devo- 
tions of which that tcmple was cone 
fecrated, to be true, (though that 
be not certain,) and therefore it 
was an impiety in him to offer vi- 
olence to 1t, wherefore Abraha ace 
knowledged not the holinefs of the 
Caaba, or the worfhip there prac- 
tifed; I reply, That the door 
onoccafion of Cambyfes being killed 
by a wound he accidentally received 
inthe fame part of the body where 
he had before mortally wounded the 
Apis, or bull worlhipped by the E- 
gyptians, whofe relicion and wore 
{hip that prince moft certainly bes 
lieved to be falfe and fuperftitious, 
makes the fame refleétion; ‘‘ The 
** Evyptians, fays he, reckoned this 
‘fas an ceipecial judgment from 
heaven upon him tor that faét, 
and perchance they were not 
much out in it: for it feldom 
happening in an affront given to 
auy mode of worlhip, how erro- 
neous fuever it may be, but that 
Teligion is in general wounded 
’ hereby, there are many inftances 
in hiflory, wherein Gop hath 
very fignally punithed the pro- 
fanations of religion in the 
worft of times, and under the 


worft modes of heathen idoe 
** Jatry (6). 


following words : 
66 


ce 
6 
ae 


a 7A 


6 


~ 


é 


(2) See Parp. Conne€tion, part. II. 
(3) See the Prelim. Dafe. 
(5) Parp. 

(6) Ibid. part. I. Bek Ii, 
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clay“; and render them like the leaves of corn eaten 


by cattle P 


~ Stones of baked clay. J—Thefe 
ftones were of the fame kind with 
thofe by which the Sodomites were 
deftroyed (1), and were no bigger 
than vetches, though they fell with 
fach force as to pierce the helmet 


and the man through, paffing out 
at his fundament. It is faid alfo 
that on each flone was written the 
name of him who was to be flain 
by it. 


(1) See chap. 11. p. 29. 


CHAP. CVI. 


Intitled, Koreisu, revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


OR the uniting of the tribe of Koreisu*; their 
uniting in fending forth the caravan of merchants 
and purveyors’ in winter and fummer: let them 
ferve the Lorn of this houfe; who fupplieth them 


= For the uniting of the Koreifh. J 
—Some conneét thefe words with 
the following, and fuppofe the natu- 
ral order to be, Let them ferve the 
Lorn of this houfc, for the uniting, 
&c. Others conne&t them with the 
laft words of the preceding chapter, 
and take the meaning to be, that 
Gon had fo deftroyed the army of 
Abraha, for the uniuing of the Ko- 
reifh, &c. And the laft opinion ts 
confirmed by one copy, mentioned 
by al Beidawi, wherein this and 
the preceding make but one chaprer. 
It may not be amifs to obferve that 
the tribe of the Koreilh, the moft 
noble among all the Arabians, and 
of which was Mohammed hinfelf, 
were the pofterity of Febr, furnamed 
Koreifh, the fon of Malec, the fon of 


(1) V. Gacnren, Vic de Muh. t. 1. p.44, & 46. 
(3) Al Zamaxn, Jaruar. Al Bsrpawt, 


Prelim. Difc. p. 5. 


al Nadr, who was defcended in a 
right line from Ifhmael. Some wri- 
ters fay that al Nadr bore the fur. 
name of Koreifh, but the more re- 
ceived opinion is, that it was his 
grandfon Fehr, who was fo called 
becaufe of his intrepid boldnefs, the 
word being a diminutive of Karfh, 
which 1s the name of a fea-monfter, 
very {trong and daring ; though there 
be other reafons given for its impo- 
fition (1). 

Y Their uniting in fending forth 
the caravan, or ae was Hafhem, 
the great grandfather of Mohammed, 
who firft appointed the two yearly 
caravans, here mentioned (2); one 
of which fet out in the winter for 
Yaman, and the other in fummer 
for Syria (3). 


(2) See the 


with 
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with food againft hunger’, and hath rendered them 


fecure from fear *. 


* Who {upplieth them with food 
againft hunger. ]—By means of the 
oF eefaid caravans of purveyors; or, 
Who fupplieth them with food in 
time of a famine, which thofe of 
Mecca had fuffered (1). 


* And hath rendcred them fecure 
from fear. | By delivering them 
from Abraha and his troops; or, by 
making the territory of Mecca a place 
of fecurity. 





(1) Iidem. 


CHAP, CVU. 


Intitled, Neceffaries; where it was revealed is 


difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HAT thinkeft thou of him who denieth the 
future judgment as a falfehood? It is he who 
pufheth away the orphan’; and {tirreth not up others 


to feed the poor. 


Wo be unto thofe who pray, and 


who are negligent at their prayer; who play the hypo- 
crites, and deny neceflaries* to the needy. 


b Who pubheth away the orphan. ] 
—TVhe perfon here intended, accord- 
ing to fome, was Abu Jahl, who 
turned away an orphan, to whom he 
was guafdian, and who came to him 
naked, and afked for fome relief out 
of his own money. Some fay it was 
Abu Sofian, who having killed a ca- 
mel, when an orphan begged a piece 
of the flefh, beat him away with bis 
ftaff ; and others think it was al Wa- 
lid Ebn al Mogheira, &c. 

© Neceffaries. |——-The original 





Vou. II, 


Kk 


word al Matin properly fignifies 
utenfils, or whatever is of neceflary 
ufe, as a hatchet, a pot, a difh, anda 
needle, to which fome add a bucket, 
and a hand-mill; or, according to a 
tradition of Ayefha, fire, water, and 
{alt ; and this fignification it bore in 
the time of ignorance: bur fince the 
eftablifhment of the Mohammedan 
religion, the word has been ufed to 
denote alms, either legal, or volun- 
tary; which feems to be the true 
meaning in this place, 
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CHAP. CVIIL 


Intitled, aL CawTHar; revealed at MEcca ‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we have given thee ar CawTHar*’ 
Wherefore pray unto thy Lor»; and flay the 


victims © 


childlefs *, 


¢ There are fome, however, who 
think it to have been revealed ut 
Medina. 

© Al Cawthar.]—This word fig- 
nifies abundantly, efpecially of S6ed: 
and thence the gift of wifdom and 
prophecy, the Koran, the office of 
interceflor, &c. Or it may imply 
abundance of children, followers, and 
the like. It 1s generally, however, 
expounded of a river in paradife of 
that name, whence the water is de- 
rived into Mohammed’s pond, of 
which the bleffed are to drink before 
their admiMfion into that place (1). 
According to atiadition of the pro- 
phet’s, this river, wherein his Lorn 
piomifed him abundant good, is 
{weeter than honey, wher than 
milk, cooler than fnow, and 
fmoother than cream; its banks are 
of chrvfolites, and the veficls to 
@rink thercout, of filver ; and thofe 
who drink of it fhall never thirft (2). 

Euthymius Zigabenus (3), inflead 
of Cauthar, reading Canthar, fup- 


poses the word to have the fame - 


fignificauion in Arabic as in Greek, 
and tranflates the two firft verles of 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. {e&. 1V 
Jarra. &c. 


p- 29. (4) Jarran. 


. p. 126. 
(3) In Panoplia douusl: inter. Sy peuRGi1 Saacenic. 


Verily he who hateth thee fhall be 


the chapter thus; *Hyseis CLOW Ka AED 
gor Tov usvSapov’ x Eveas wpos Tov 
xupiov gH, x, apatov, i.¢. We have 
given thee the beetle; wherefore 
pray unto thy Lorn, and flay it: and 
then he cries out, O wonderful and 
magnificent facrifice, worthy of the 
legiilaton | 

f Pray unto thy Lorn, and flay 
the vitims. ]—Which are to_be fae 
crificed, at the pilgrimage, in the 
valley of Mina. Al Beidawi ex- 
plains the words thus: Pray with fer- 
vency and intenfe devotion, not out 
of hvpocrify; and flay the fatted 
camels and oxen, and diffribute the 
flefh among the poor: for he fays 
this chapter is the counterpart of the 
preceding, exhorting to thofe vir- 
tues which are oppofite to the vices 
there condemned. 

s He who hateth thee fhall be 
childlefs.]—-Thefe words were re- 
vealed againft al As Ebn Wavyel, 
who, on the death of al Kafem, Mo- 
hammed’s fon, called that prophet 
Abtar, which fignifies one who has 
no children, or pofterity (4): 


(2) Al Berpawr, 
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o down to be burned into flaming fire’: and his wife 
alfo’, bearing wood', having on her neck a cord of 
twifted fibres of a palm-tree. 


® Flaming fire.]—Arab. nar dhat 
laheb; alluding to the furname of 
Abu Laheb, which fignifies the fa- 
ther of flames. 

4 His wife. |-Her name was Omm 
Jemil ; the was the daughterof Harb, 
and fifter of Abu Sofian. 





* Bearing von For fuel in 
hell; becaufe fhe fomented the ha- 
tred which her kufband bore to Mo- 
hammed; or, bearing a bundle of 
thorns and brambles, becaufe fhe 
carried fuch, and ftrewed them by 
night in the prophet’s way (1). 


(1) Idem, Jarrat, 


CHAP. CXII 


Intitled, The Declaration of Gop’s Unity’; 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY, GOD is one Gop; the eternal Gop: he 
begctteth not, neither is he begotten: and there 
is not any one like unto him. 


* This chapter 1s held in particular 
vencration by the Mohammedans, 
and declared, by a tradition of their 
prophet, to be equal in value to a 
third part of the whole Koran. It is 


faid to have been revealed in anfwer 
to the Koreifh, who afked Moham- 
med concerning the diftinguifhing 
attributes of the Gop he invited 
them to worfhip (1), 


(1) Tidem. 


CHAP. CXIII. 


Intitled, The Day-break ; where it was revealed 
is difputed, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 
SA. I fly for refuge unto the Lorn of the day- 


break‘, that he may deliver me from the mifchief 


* The day-break.J—The original 


word properly fignifies a ae cpreduetion of a 
8 


of 


and denotes, fays al Beidawi, the 
if things in general 
ram 
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of thofe things which he hath created", and from the 
mifchief of the nem when it cometh on”, and 


from the mifchief o 


women blowing on knots*; and 


from the mifchief of the envious, when he envieth. 


from the darknefs of privation to the 
light of exiftence, and efpecially of 
thofe things which proceed from 
others, as {prings, rain, plants, chil- 
dren, &c. and hence it is ufed more 
articularly to fignify the breaking 
orth of the light from darknels, 
which is a moft wonderful inflance 
of the divine power. 

" From the mifchief of thofe things 
which he hath created. J—1i. ¢. Fiom 
the mifchiefs proceeding either from 
the perverfen:'s and evil choice of 
thofe beings which have a power to 
choofe, or the natural effects of ne- 
ceflary agents, as fire, poifon, &c. 
the world being good in the whole, 
though cvils may follow from thofe 
two cafes (1). 

~ From the mifchief of the night, 
when it cometh on.]—Or, as the 
words may be rendered, From the 
mifchief of the moon, when fhe 1s 
eclipfed, 

* From the mifchief of women 
blowing on knots. ]|~-—That is, of 
witches, who ufed to te knots ina 
cord, and to blow on them, utterin 
at the fame time certain magica 


(1) Al Brrnawr. 


Bzipzwi, JALLALO'ODIN. 


(2) V. Virerz. in Pharmaceutria. 


words over them, 1n order to work 
on, or debilitate the perfon they had 
amindto injure. This was a com- 
mon praétice in former days (2): 
what they call in France Nouér I’e- 
guillette, and the knots which the 
wizards in the northern parts tie, 
when they fell mariners a wind, (if 
the florics told of them be true.) are 
alfo relics of the fame fuperftition. 

fhe commentators relate, that 
Lobeid, a Jew, with the affiftance of 
his daughters, bewitched Moham- 
med, by tving eleven knots on a 
cord, which they hid in a well; 
whereupon Mohammed falling ill, 
Gop revealed this chapter and the 
following, and Gabriel acquainted 
him with the ufe he was to make of 
them, and of the place where the 
cord was hidden; according to 
whofe direftions the prophet fent 
Ali to fetch the cord, and the fame 
being brought, he repeated the two 
chapters over it, and at every verfe 
(for they confit of eleven) a knot 
was loofed, till on finifhing the laft 
words, he was entirely freed from 
the charm (3). 


(3) At 
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CHAP. CXIV. 


Intitled, Men; where it was revealed is 


difputed ’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ae I fly for refuge unto the Lorp of men, the 
king of men, the Gop of men, that he may de- 
liver me from the mifchicf of the whifperer who flyly 
withdraweth*, who whifpereth evil fuggeftions into 
ne breafts of men; from genii and men. 


y This chapter was revealed on draweth.]——i. e. The devil; who 
he fame occafion, and at the fame  withdraweth whcn a man mention- 
ime with the former. eth Gon, or hath recourfe to his 

* The whifperer who flyly with-  proteétion. 
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TABLE 


OF THE 


Principal Matters contained in the Second Volume 
of the Koran, and the Notes thereon. 


eit meee 


A 


ARON, vid. Mofes. 

Abda’llah Ebn Obba So- 
lil, the hypocrite, admired for 

his perfon and eloquence 
439 
wae threatens to drive Moham- 
med from Medina 440 
w-——= raifes and inflames a fcan- 
dalous ftory of Ayefha 188, 
189 n. 
w——— is prefent at an interview 
between Mohammed and his 
adverfaries 270 Ne 
occafions a quarrel 989 n. 
——— promifes to affift the Nadi- 
rites, but failsthem 4egn, 
Abda’llah Ebn Omm Machim, a 
blind man, occalions a paffage 
of the Koran 482 n. 
Abd’allah Ebn Rawaba, rebukes 
Ebn Obba 389 n. 
Abda’llah Ebn Salam, fuppofed 
to have affifted in compofing 
the Koran 89 n. 
~~—-— confounded by Dr.Prideaux 
with Salman the Perfian go n. 
Abd Menaf, a difpute between 
his defcendants and the Sah- 





mites 508 n. 
Abel, his ram facrificed by Abra- 
am 319 Nn. 


Abraha al Afhram, king of Ya- 
man, his expedition againft 
Mecca ; the occafion and fuc- 
cefs thereof 5to, &c, ny 


Abraham, demolifhes the idols 
of the Chaldeans =-157, 158 
——— preaches to his people 247 
—— efcapes the fire into which 
he was thrown by Nimrod’s 


order 159 
woe his praying for his father 
432 

-—— entertains the angels 27, 
396 


m—= receives the promife of 
Ifaac ibid. 
his facrifice of his fon 913 
—— praifes God for Ifmael and 
Ifaac 7 
Ad, a potent tribe of Arabs, de- 
ftroyed for their infidelity 180, 


2155 345: 3732 374) 4005 4945 





es . 495 
Adam, traditions concerning his 
creation 97 1. 4740. 


——= worhipped by the angels 
71, 104, 120, 924 
Adoption creates no matrimonial 
impediment 270 
Adverfaries, the difpute of two 
terminated by David 319 
Ahmed, the name under which 
Mohammed was foretold by 
Chrift 436. 
Al Ahkaf, the habitation of the 
Adites 370 
Al Akhnas, ahypocrite 453 n. 
Alexander, vid. Dhu’lkarnein. 
Ali, the abftinence and charity of 
him and his family 475 ne 


A TABLE &c. 


Allat, an idol of the Korcith 402 
Alms recommended 418, 425 
Amer and Arbad, attempt to kill 
Mohammed, and their punifh- 
ment 56 n. 
Ammar Ebn Yafer, tortured by 
the Koreifh on account of his 
faith gi ne 
Amru Ebn Lohai, the great in- 
troducer of idolatry among 
the Arabs 4n. 
Anam, the name of Lokman’s 
fon 269 
Angels, their original 323 
——= worfhip Adam, vid. Adam 
“m= impeccable 120 n. 
o—— of different forms and or- 
ders 295 
———~ not the objeéts of worthip 
1 
em— the number of them which 
fupport God’s throne 457 
=——= are deputed to take an ac- 
count of men’s aftions 392 
w--— fome of them appointed to 
take the fouls of men 480 
to prefide over hell, and 
to keep guard againit the de- 
vils 490 
believed by the Arabs to 
be daughters of God 82, &c. 
~—— appear to Abraham and 
Lot 27,28, 396 
Animais, created of water 196 
Ants, the valley of 222 
——— their queen's fpeech to 
them on the approach of So- 
lomon's army ibid. 
Apottles, two of them fent to 
preach at Antioch 301 
Arabians, their cuftoms in rela- 
tion to divorce 270 Nn. 
——— to adoption e7in. 
w——- in burying their daughters 
alive 484 
their fuperftitions in rela- 
tion to eating 199 
m—— deem the birth of a dangh- 
ter a misfortune 82 


Asbad, vid, Amer. 











Al Arem, (the inundation of) 289 
Al As Ebn Wayel, an enemy of 
Mohammed 75n. 196 
Afaf, Solomon’s vizir 225 Ne 
Athadd (Abu’!) his extraordinary 
firength 497 n. 
Afia, the wife of Pharaoh, mar- 
tyred by her hufband for be- 





lieving in Mofes 449 n. 
=— is taken alive into paradife 
ibid. 

one of the four perfect 
women ibid. 
Aflam 82n. 


Al Afwad Ebn Abd Yaghuth, al 
Afwad Ebn al Motalleb, two 
of Mohammed's enemies 75 9. 

Ayefha, Mohammed’s wife; the 
ftory of her accufation 188, 


189 n. 


Azrail, a ftory of him and Solo- 


mon 266 n. 
B. 

Be the chief idol of the 

Chaldeans 147 Ne 

Babel, the tower of, deftroyed 

78 ne 


Backbiting, vid. flander 
Bakhtnafr, vid. Nebuchadnezzar, 
Balkis, queen of Saba, vifits So- 
lomon, and her reception 226 
w——- her legs hairy 226, 227 n. 
——— marries Solomon ibid, 
Al Bazzakh, what 185 n, 
Becr (Abu) bears teftimony to 
the cruth of Mohammed’s jour- 
ney to heaven 103 n. 
mem= his wager with Obba Ebn 





Khalf 253 n. 
purchafesBelal 493 n. 

Bees, made ufe of as a fimilitude 
84 


Believers, the fincere ones, de- 
{cribed 17 
Benjamin, fon vf Jacob 46, &c. 
Birds, omens taken from them 

98 ». 


Blefled, 


A TABLE, &c. 


Bieffed, their future bappinefs 
’ defcribed 306, 361 
Beheira, the monk go n. 
Burden, every foul to bear its 

own 297 


C. 
ey Ebn al Afhraf, a Jew, 


Mohammed’s_ inveterate 


enemy 60 n. 
-———= flain by his means ibid. 
427 Ne 


Conb Ebn Afad, perfuades the 
jews in league with Moham- 
ined to defert him 276 n. 

AJ Caaba, appointed for a place 
of worfhip 169 

¢ tar, a fountain in paradife 474 

(, Jeb, vid. Jofhua 

¢amels, an inftance of God’s 
wifdom 8 

---—= appointed for facrifice 172 

\ spaan, an unbelieving fon of 
Noah 21 

woneee Caravans of purveyors fent 
cut by the Koreifh 512 

c'tle, their ufe 342, 343 

“vi Cawthar, a river in paradife 

514 

<harity, Tecommended 474 

rift, vid. Jefus. 

Wiriftians, vid. Jews. 

Collars to be worn by the unhe- 
iievers in the life to come 55 

Commandments given the Jews 


110 n. 

Cungealed blood, the matter of 
which man is created 503 
Cr. ation, fome account of it 
oe ; 344, 345 
Urimes to be punifhed with deith 
100 


D 


AVID, kills Goliah 96 n. 
——— his extraordinary de- 
votion 318 
--— the birds and mountains 
fitig praifes with him 287 


David, makes breaft-plates 161 
——- his repentance for taking 
the wile of Uriah 319 
——— his and Solomon’s judg- 
ment 160 
Days, appointed to commemo- 
rate God 170 
Devil, vid. Eblis. 
Devils, the patrons of unbelievers 
219 
were permitted to enter all 
the feven heavens till the birth 
of Chritt 7°o Ne 
Dhu’lkarnein, who he was 124 n. 
builds a wall to prevent 
the incurfions of Gog and 
Magog 126, &c. 
Dhu’lkefl, the prophet, opinions 
concerning him 162, 163 ne. 
faves a hundred Ifraelites 
from flaughter 322 me 
Dhu’lInin, vid. Jonas. 
Dhu Nowéas, king of Yaman, a 
Jew, perfecutes the Chriftians 











4 
Difputes to be carried on with 
mildnefs 250 
Ditch, (War of the) 272, &c. 
Divorce, law concerning it 280, 
281, 443 
Al Dorah, the celeftial model of 
the Caaba 398 n. 
Dying perfons, what part of the 
Koran is ufually read to them 
300 n. 

E. 


ARTH, its creation 944 
is kept fteady by the 
mountains 47, 262 
Earthquake, a fign of the ap- 
proach of the laft-day 506 
Eblis refufes to worfhip Adam at 
God’s command, and why 
71, 104, 120, &c,. 

Edris, fuppofed to be the fame 
with Enoch 134 
Education makes 3 man an infi- 
del 257 
Elephant (War of the) 510 
Elias, 





A TABLE, &c, 


Elias, vid. al Khedr. 
Enoch, vid. Edris. 
Entering into houfes and apart- 
ments abruptly forbidden 191, 
198 
Efop, vid. Lokman. 
Eve, vid. Adam. 


Examination of the fepulchre 


. _ 3719. 
Exhortaticn to the worfhip of 
God 336 
meee tO a cood life 32, 33 


Yr. 


4 AITH, muit accompany good 
works 18 
~—— the reward of thofe who 
fight for it 97, 3775 435) &c- 
apoftates from it to be put 
to death 100 
Famine, afflicts the Meccans 182 
——— ceafes at Mohammed’s in- 
terceffion 364 
Fatema, Mohammed’s daughter, 
one of the four perfect women 





449 "1, 
——— her charity 474 n. 
Figs, their virtues §o2n. 


Fire, the manner of ftriking it 

in the Eaft 307 n. 
Flood, vid. Noah, 

Food, what kinds are forbidden 

93, 499 

Forgivenefs, to whom it belongs 

278 


Ai Forkan, one of the names of 





the Koran 201 Nn. 
Fornication forbidden 100 
its puniihinent 187 


Fountain of molten brafs flows 
for Solomon 288 
Fountains of paradife 475, 487 
Friday, fet apart by Mohammed 
for public worfhip, and why 
438 n. 

Fugitives for the fake of religion, 
fhall be provided for and re- 
warded 175 


G. 


ABRIEL, appears twice to 
Mohammed in his proper 
form 4o1 
appears to the virgin Mary, 
and caufes her to conceive 130 
the duft of his horfe’s fcet 
animate the golden calf 147 
wa— commanded to affift Mo- 
hammed againft the Korcifh 
75 Me 

a= ordcrs Mohammed to go 
againft the Koradhites 276n. 
Garden (ftory of the) 453, 454 
Genii, fome of them converted 
on hearing the Koran 464 
Gop, proots of his exiftence 








256 

——~— his omniprefence afferted 
i 424 

———— his omnipotence 418 


——— his power and providence 
confpicuous in his works 16, 
367, 476, 477 

wee his omnifcience afferted 


286, 287. 349 


=——— knoweth the fecrets of 
men’s hearts 230 
and of futurity 495 





-——-- five things known to him 
alone 266 n. 
his goodnefs fet forth 2, 
77> 494, 409 

e=—~ the author of all good 86 
his word, laws, and fen- 
tence unalterable 257, 393 
his mercy fet forth 208, 
241, 353» 403 

the only giver of victory 

















254 

his promife to the righte- 
ous . 261 
his throne 16 
praife-worthy 86, 492 


hath no iffue 10, 184, 315 
nor fimilitude 261, 325 
refted not the feventh day 


394 


Gob, 
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CHAP. CIX. 


Intitled, The Unbelievers; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY: O unbelievers*, I will not worfhip that 
which ye worfhip; nor will ye worfhip that- 
which I worfhip. Neither do I worfhip that which 
ye worfhip; neither do ye worfhip that which I 


worfhip. 


ligion. 


h © unbelievers, &c.J—It is faid 
that certain of the Koreifl ance pro- 
pofed to Mohammed, that if he 
would worthip thcir gods fur a year, 


Ye have your religion, and I my re- 


they would worfhip his Gon for the 
fame {pace of time ; upon which this 
Chapter was revealed (1). 


(1) Idem, Al Berpawsr. 


CHAP. Cx. 


Intitled, Affiftance; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. ~ 


H EN the affiftance of Gop fhall come, and 
the victory'; and thou fhalt fee the people 
enter into the religion of Gop by troops*: celebrate 


i When the affiftance of Goo thall 
come, and the viétorv.]—i. e. When 
Gon fhall caufe thee to prevail over 
thy enemies, and thou fhali take the 
city of Mecca. 

k And thou fhalt fee the people 
enter into the religion of Gop by 


etre eh happened in the 
ninth year of the Hejra, when, Mo- 
hammed having made himfelf mafler 
of Mecca, and obliged the Koreifh to 
fubmit to him, the reft of the Arabs 
came to him in great numberss, and 
profelled Ilam (i. 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. II. p. 73. 
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the praife of thy Lorn, and afk pardon of him’; for 


he is inclined to forgive. 


' Celebrate the praife of thy Lorn, 
&c.J—Moft of the commentators 
agree this chapter to have been re- 
vealed before the taking of Mecca, 
and fuppofe it gave Mohammed 
warning of his death; for they fay 
that when he read it al Abbas wept, 
and being afked by the prophet, what 
was the reafon of his weeping, an- 
{wered, Becaufe it biddeth thee to 


prepare for death ; to which Moham- 
med rephed, It is as thou fayeft (1). 
And hence, adds Jallalo’ddin, after 
the revelation of this chapter, the 
prophet was more frequent in praifin 
and afking pardon of Gon; becaufe 
he therebv knew that his end ap- 
proached: for Mecca was takenin the 
Sth year of the Hejra, and he died 
in the beginning of the 10th. 


(1) Al Beipawr, 


CHAP. CXI. 


Intitled, Apu LAHEB; 


- revealed at MECCA. 


In the name of the molt merciful Gop. 


T 


he fhall perifh*. 


him, neither that which he hath gained °*. 


™ The hands of Abu Lahcb fhall 
perifh.J—Atu Laheb was the fur- 
name of Abd’al Uzza, one, of the fons 
of Abd’almotalleb, and uncle to Mo- 
hammed. He was a moft bitter ene- 
ny to his nephew, and oppofed the 
effablifhment of his new religion to 
the utmoft of his powcr. When that 
prophet, in obedience to the com- 
mand he had ieceived to admonith 
bis near relations (1), bad called them 
ail together, and told them that he 
was a warner fent unto them before 
a gnevous chafhifement, Abu Lahcb 
cued out, Mayeft thou penth! haft 
thou called us together for this ? and 
took up a ftone tocall athim. Where- 
upon this pafluge was revealed (2). 

B- the Fade of Abu Laheb fone 
commentators, by afynecduche, un- 
derfiand his perfon; others, by a me- 
tonymy, his affairsin general, they 


4) Seethe Prelim. Difc. fe 


"AL. OC. 


. p. 56s 57. 
(3) Aseu’ur. vit. Mua p. 57. 


HE hands of Azsu Laues fhall perifh™, and 
Elis riches fhall not profit 


He fhall 


being tranfafted with thofe mem- 
bers; or his hopes in this world, and 
the next. ; 

" And he fhall perifh.]—He died 
of grief and vexation at the defeat his 
friends had received at Bedr, furviv- 
ing that misfortune but 7 days (3). 
They add, that his corps was left 
above ground three days, till it ftank, 
and then fome negroes were hired to 
bury him (4). 

° His aches fhall not profit him, 
&c.J——And accordingly his great 
polleflions, and the rank and efteem 
in Which he lived at Mecca, were of 
no fervice to htm, nor could proteé& 
him againft the vengeance of Gop. 
Al.Beidawi mentions alfo the lofs of 
his fon Otha, who was torn to 
pieces by a Jion, in the way to Syria, 
though furrounded by the whole 
caravan. ° 


(2) Al Berpawr, Jat- 
(4) Al Berpaws. 
gO 
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Con, his worfhip recommend- 
ed ibid. 
__— his fear recommended 6 
Crog and Magog 126, 164 
stoliah, vid. Jalut. 
«00d works, who fhall be re- 
deemed by them 417 ne 
“yofpel, vid. Jefus. 
wireaves (Mr.) a miftake of his 


495 N- 

{sreeks, overcome the Pertians 
254 

Cudarz, the name of Nebuchad- 
nezzar 96 n. 


ABIB, his martyrdom, 
go2 n. 
J:aman, Pharaoh’s chief miniiter 
233, 238 
Flamza, his body abufed 94 n. 
Handha Ebn Safwan, a prophet 
1739 Nn, 205 n. 
Haretha (Banu) reproached by 
Mohammed for flying in battle 

2 
Tiateb Ebn Abi Baltaa, fends : 
letter, dilcovering Moham- 
med’s defignu againft Mecca, 
which is intercepted 431 n. 
Al Hawiyat, the name of an 
apartment in hell 508 n, 
iacavens, the Mohammedan be- 
lief concerning them 178 n. 
-——— guarded by angels, 463, 
404 
vee Heaven and earth maniteit 
God’s wifdom 153, 154 
vm will fall at the laft-day 176 
\t Hejr, the habitation of the 
Thamudites 6g 
tell torments defcribed 169, 
415, 477 
sem the portion of unbelievers 
18 
“——= prepared for thofe who 
choofe the poinp of this life 
ibid. 
swewmm= fhall not hurt the belicvers 


136 n, 


Hell will be dragged towards 
God’s tribunal at the laft-day 


496 n. 

—— and will then be filled 
393 ne 

Al Hodeibiya, the expedition 
thither 382, dc. 


Honey, an excellent medicine 84 
Al Hotama, the name of an a- 


partment in hell 50y 
Hud. See Ad 
Hufband. See Divorce, Wives, 
Marriage, &c. 
Hypocrites defcribed 439, &c. 


J. 


ACOB, grows blind by weep- 
ing tor the lofs ot Jofeph 49 
recovers his fight by means 
of Joleph’s garment, and goes 
into Egypt 50 
Jahl (Abu) a great enemy of 
Mohammed 1607 n. 
——- his injuftice to an orphan 
513 ne 

—— terrified, feeing Moham- 
med at prayers 503 
Jalut, or Goliah, fent againft the 
Itraelites gO n. 
Al Jaffafa, the beaft which will 
appear at the approach of the 
lait-day 230 ne 
Jawway Ebn Omeyya = 384». 
Idolaters compared to brutes 206 
Idols, their iniigniticancy 177, 
258, 291 

——— will appear as witneffes 
again{t their worfhippers 5 
——— worlhipped by the ante- 
dijuvians 462 
Jesus, fends two of his difciples 
to Antioch, to work miracles 
301, 302 

an apoitle only 360 
—— various opinions concern- 
ing him 132 
will defcend on earth be- 
fore the refurrection, and kill 
antichritt, &c. 360, 361 
Jethro, 











Korgn, men and genii defied to 


produce a chapter like it 7, 
108 

—— no forgery 458 
w—— its excellency 244, 348 


confonant to fcripture 18, 
239 
contains all things necef- 
fary 87 
traduced by the unbeliev- 

201 
asa piece of forcery 1 
——— as a poetical compofition 


Ess 
ED 


ers 


3 
——- asa pack of fables 229 
the fentence of thofe who 
believe not in it 362 
——- when revealed 363 
—— not liable to corruption 15 
. ought not to be touched by 
the 'nclean 416 
Koreidha, (tribe of) their deftruc- 
tion 276 n. 
Koreith (the tribe of) their nobi- 
lity 512 
——— demand miracles of Mo- 
hammed 58 
——— threaten him for abufing 
their gods 329 
propound three queftions 
to him 108 
w—— fome of them attempt to 
kill him, but are ftruck blind 
301 
w——— perfecute Mohammed’s tol- 
lowers 80 
—— plagued with famine 183 n. 
~—— and feveral difeafes 75 
a——— make a truce with Moham- 
med 386 
——— violate the truce and lofe 
Mecca 381 








L. 


AHEB (Abu) Mohammed’s 
uncle, and bitter enemy 


516 n. 
=——- his and his wife's punifh- 
ment oy 


A TABLE, &c. 


Lapwing, gives Solomon an ac- 
count of the city of Saba 222, 
223 

w—— carries a letter from him 
to the queen 224 
her fagacity in finding wa- 
223 Ne 





ter 
Laft-day, vid. Judgment. 
Laws relating to divorce, vid. 
Divorce 
wo tO murder, vid. Murder, &c. 
Leg made bare, the meaning of 
that expreffion 455 Be 
Leith (Banu) thought it unlaw- 
tul to eat alone 199 n. 
Lokman, his hiftory 262, &c. 
whether the fame with 








Efop ibid. n. 
Lot, his ftory 28, 73, 228 
his wife’s infidelity 450 


Lote-tree in heaven 


M. 


A DIAN, its inhabitants 
deftroyed 217 Ne 
Magog, vid. Gog, 
Malec, the principal angel who 
has the charge ot hell = 362 
Man, his wonderful formation 
. 325 

——— created various ways 166 
ought to be thankful for the 
good things of this life 307 
his ingratitude to God 257 
—— his prefumption in under- 
taking to fulfil the laws of 











God 285 
why deftroyed 33 
Marriage, Mohammed's _ privi- 
leges as to marriage 281, &c. 


-——— apt to diflrac a man from 
his duty 442 
Martyrs, the fufferings of two 
Mohammedans gin. 
Mary, (the virgin) her ftory 
129, &c. 

——— one of the faqur perfeét 
women 449 0 


Mafad 


A TABLE, &e. 


Mafad (Ebn) a tradition of his in 
relation to Pharaoh = 399 n. 
Mealure, ought to be juft 486 
Meccans, their idolatry and fu- 
perftitions condemned 252 
o-——— imagined their idols in- 
terceded forthem with God 1 
reproached for their ingra- 
titude 
——— threatened with deftruction 
345 
-———— applied indecent circum- 
ftances to God 83 n. 
chaftifed with famine and 
fword 183 n. 331 0. 
promifed rain on their em- 
bracing Iflam 464 n. 
Menah, an idol of the Meccans 











402 
Meftah, one of the accufers of 
Ayefha 191 n, 


Midian, V. Madian 
Milk, its produétion wonderful 


Miracles required of Mohammed 
58 n. 108 

Moon, fplit in funder 405 
Mohamnied, foretold by Curist 
435» 436 

aa expected by Jews and 
Chriftians 505 ne 
——— fent at forty years of age 
6 g ne 
complained of by theKoreifh 
to his uncle Abu Taleb 317 n. 
his revelations ridiculed by 
the Meccans 4”. 
——— his journey toheaven 95 
——— gains fome profelytes of 
the genii by reading the Ko- 











ran 375 ne 
fent as a mercy to all crea- 
tures 165 


a——— excufes his inability to 
work miracles 5 
his promife to thofe who 

fly-tor religion 251 n. 
~—— joreteis che victory at Bedr 
408 n. 

foretels the battle of the 
Dich 275 

















Mohammed, the fear of his mes 
at that battle 27 , 
=~——- his men fwear fidelity t» 
him at al Hodeibiya 984 r. 
——— his generofity 38 5 
makes a truce with the 
Koreifh for ten years 38:, 
386 nr. 

—— a confpiracy to kill him 
goir. 

w—e—= is almoft prevailed on by 
the Jews to go into Syri+ 
106 n. 

—— his wives demand a better 
allowance, on which he of- 
fers them a divorce 27: 
~—— they choofe to flay with 
him, and he lays down fom 
rules for their behaviour ibid. 
—— the Jews reproach him on 
account of the number of hi: 
wives Go n. 
his privileges in that anc 
fome other refpeéts 281, &c. 
his divorced wives or wi- 
dows not to marry again 283 
his amour with Mary, an 
Egyptian flave 445, &c.n. 
w—— utters blafphemy through 
inadvertence 174 70n 
no revelation vouchfafed 














him for feveral days 116. 
500 n. 

enjoined to admonith his 
people 399 


his near relation to the be- 
lievers 271 
——— demands refpeét and obe- 


dience from them 201, 202 

_ 475 

—— put out of conccit with 
honey 445 ne 


defires nothing for his pains 
in preaching 207 
acknowledges himfelf a 











finner 378 
—— commanded to pray by 
night 465 
refufes to eat with an 1n- 

fidel 203 n. 
Mohammed, 


Mohammed, prophefies the defeat 
of the Perfians by the Romans 
253 

~——- Teprehends his companions 
_ impatience 245 
“—— {peaks by revelation 401 
———— his dream at Medina 386 
ow his doctrine compared with 
that of the other prophets 371 

is terrified at the approach 
of Gabriel 468 
——~ is reprehended for his neg- 
lect of a poor blind man 482 
w—— demolifhes the idols of 





Mecca 107 

~——— warned to prepare for death 

506 

Mohammedans, the lukewarm 

deceive their own fouls 380 

e———~ the fincere, their reward 
2 

= their defcription 38° 


Mofes, his ftory 139, &c. 210, 
&e. 233, &e. 
—— his miraculous prefervation 
in his infancy 141, &c. 
~———- the impediment in his 
fpeech, how occafioned 140 n. 
——— kills an Egyptian, and flies 
into Midian 2 


; 34 

—— 1s entertained by Shoaib 
236 

=e receives his rod from him 
ibid. n. 


——— fees the fire in the bufh 221 
ame is fent to Pharaoh, and re- 
ceives the power of working 
miracles 110 
e-—— his tranfactions in Egypt 
12, &c. 
——— cleared from an unjuft af- 
perfion by a ftone’s running 
away with hisclothes 285 n. 
w———- teproved for his vanity 
121 n. 
m= his expedition in fearch of 
al Khedr ibid. 
Moflems, V. Mohammedans. 
Murder, laws concerning it 100, 
HE 
Vou, IL 


A TABLE, &c. 


N. 


Al ADIR (the tribe of) 
expelled Arabia 427 n. 
Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerufalem 


96 n. 

Night, part of it to be {pent in 
prayer 466 
Nimrod, his tower "8 n. 


attempts to afcend to hea- 
ven 159 ne 
his perfecution of Abraham, 
and his punifhment 160 n. 
Noah, his ftory 19, &c. 214, 
246, 461, &c. 

—— his prayer 406, 462 
—— his wife’s infidelity 448 
Al Nodar, introduces a Perlian 
Romance as preferable to the 
Koran 261 n. 








O. 


A TH, an extraordinary 

one 494 
Oaths, not to be violated 97 
Obba Ebn Khalf, difputes againtt 
the refurrection 76 ne 
—— his wager with Abu Becr 
253 Ne 

——- is wounded by Mohammed 
204 N- 

Oda Ebn Kais, an enemy of Mo- 
hammed 75 0. 
Offerings to Gop recommended 
172 

-——- a large one made by Mo- 
hammed ibid. n. 
Oktha Ebn Abi Moait, profeffes 
Iflam and apoftatizes sogn. 
e——— publicly abufes Moham- 


med ibid. 
w——~ taken and beheaded at 
Bedr 204 Nn. 
Olive trees, grow at mount Sinai 
179 

Omm Salma, one of Mohammed’s 
wives 118 n. 


Opprobrious language forbidden 


389 
Ll Orphans, 


A TABLE, &c. 


Orphans, not to be injured 500 
Oftrich’s egg, a fine woman’s 
fkin compared to it 310 
Othman Ebn Affan, fent by Mo- 
hammed to the Koreifh, is 
imprifoned 384 n. 
Othman Ebn Matin, his conver- 
fion occafioned by a paflage 
of the Koran 87 n. 
Oven, whence the firft waters of 
the deluge poured forth gon. 


P. 
ARABLES 65, 85, 117, 


195, 319, 328. 
Paraclete, the Mohammedan opi- 


nion concerning the perfon 
thereby meant 436 n. 
Paradife, defcribed 59, 3775 
411, &c. 


Parents, to be honoured 99, 373 
——— make their children infidels 
257 
Patience, recommended 9340 
-—— the fign of a true nei: 
7+ 375 
Pen, with which Goa’ S receee: 
are written 452 
Perfecutors, their fentence 490 
Perfians, overcome by the Grecks 
253 Ile 
Peter (St.) his ftratagem to con- 
vert thofe of Antioch g02n. 
Pharaoh, his flory 11, &c. 232, 
&e, 337, KC. 
——a punifiment ufed by him 
318 
——— his prefumption 959, 360 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, dire¢tions 
concerning it 170, &c. 
Pocts cenfured 219 
Pomp of this life, of no value 
240 

Polygamy, vide Marriage. 
rayer, commanded and enforced 
151, 250, 256, &c. 
~——- directions concerning it 
106, 107, 111. 
hefara readina the Koran 89 


Prayer, forthe penitent 994 
Predeftination 98 
Pride, abominable in the fight of 
Gop 101 
Prideaux (Dr.) charges the Mo- 
hammedans withcruelty, with- 
out foundation 





427 n, 
confounds Salman with 
Abd’allah Ebn Salam gon. 





his partiality as to the ftory 
of Abraha’s overthrow 511 n. 
mitled by Erpenius 427 n. 
mifquotes a paflage of the 
Koran 445 n. 
miftaken in afferting Mo- 
hammed might marry his nieces 











281n. 
Prodigality, a crime og n. 
Prophets, rejected and perfecuted 


before Mohammed 
Profperity or adverfity, no mark 
of GOp’s favour or disfavour 


496 
Q. 
UARRELS, between the 


true believers to be com- 
pofed 389 
Quiectifm, Mohammedans no 
flrangerstoit 496, 497n.° 
R. 

Al AKIM, what 112 
Al Rafs, various opi- 
nions concerning it 205 
Religion, what is the right 505 
ne fighting for it commanded 


and encouraged 172, 435 
=——— divided into various fects 


181 
Refurrection afferted roz, 3925 
472, 489 


pees defcribed ~ 185, 391; 392 
——— the figns of its approach 





its time known to 
alone 
Revenge allowed 


2U7 


_379 


A TABLE, &ce. 


nich, will not gain a man ad- 
" miffion into paradife 203 
maa employ a man’s whole life 

508 
Rigt:teous, their reward 5, 245, 
: 268 


Rites, appointed in every reli- 
gion 176 


AADEbn Abi Wakkas246n. 
Saad Ebn Moadh, dooms 
the Koradhites to deftruction 
276 n, 

Saba, queen of, vid, Balkis. 
Saba, the wickednefs of his pof- 
terity, and their pumfhment 
- 289 
Safiya bint Hoyai, one of Mo- 
hammed’s wives 389 n, 
Al Sahira, onc of the names of 
hell 480 n. 
Sakhar, a devil, gets Solomon’s 
jignet, and reigns in his ftead 
g21 n, 
~~ — his punifhment ibid. 
Saleh, the prophet, his ftory, 216, 
C, 229 

V. Thamid. 

Salfabil, a fountain in paradife 


475 

/‘ Sameri, the maker of the gol. 
Jen calf, who 146 n. 
sa ah, wife of Abraham, her 


laughing 27 
Se,jin, what 486 n. 
Se anacherib 96 n. 


S<paration (the day of) a name 
of the day of judgment 366 
». ab, what 195 0. 
Sergius, the monk go n. 
Sheddad, fon of Ad, makes a 
garden in imitation of paradife 

; 495 Ne 

~——- 18 deftroyed in going to 
-, View it ibid. 
“hoaib, the prophet, his ftory 30 
Al Sijil, the ahgel who takes an 
account of men’s actions 165 
Sirius, or the great dog-ftar, wor- 


Shipped by the old Arabs 404 





Slaves, how to be treated [94 
(women) not to be pm- 
pelled to proftitute themjves 

id. 





Smoke, which will pregde the 

day of judgment 364 

Sodom and Gomorrah /eftroyed 
2 


9 
Sofian (Abu) embracd Moham- 


medifm on the takgg of Mec- 
ca i 432n. 
—— expoftulates wh Moham- 
med 189 n. 


Sohail Ebn Amru, ¢ats with Mo- 
hammed on bef of the Ko- 
reifh 385 n. 

Solomon, fuccee¢ David 222 

w—— has powe over the winds 

161, 921 

w—— his and Javid’s judgment 

160 

—— his mmner of travelling 
223 

what jpaffed between him 
and the gieen of Saba ibid, &c. 
Solomon oflers feveral of his hor- 
fes to Je killed, becaufe they 
had d¥erted him from his pray - 

ers / 20 
=. § deprived of his fignet and 
his kingdom for fome days 
321i Ne 

=—— his death concealed for a 
year, and in what manner 288 

Soul, the origin of it 108 

$poils, laws concerning their di- 
vifion 428 

Stars, darted at the devils 70 

Striking, an epithet of the {aft- 
day 507 

Supererogation 106 

Sun and moon, not to be wore 
hipped 947 

Swearer (a common) not to be 

, obeyed 452 

Swine’s flefh, vid, Food. 

TASNIM, 





A TABLE, &c. 


T. 


ASNIM, a fountain in pa- 
radife 487 
Temle of Mecca, vid. Caaba,. - 
———of Jerufalem, built by genii 


2 
Thalf (the tribe of ) Gemand 
tert; of Mohammed, which 
are nied them 105 ne 
Thamd (the tribe of) their ftory 
and @ruction 173, 180, 345 
V.‘aleh. 
Throney ill be borne by eight 
angels n the day of judg- 
ment 457 
Thunder, elebrates the praife of 
God 56 
Tobba (the pople of ) deftroyed 
5 
Toleihah, the i}fe prophet 2 n. 
Towa, the valey where Mofes 
faw the burmg buth 480 
True believers, tho are fuch 178 
Trumpet, will fand at the lait- 


aay 231, 332. 
Vv. 


ARIETY of laguages and 
complexions :ard to be 


accounted for 256n. 
Unbelievers defcribed . 292 
——— their fentence 8, 367 
Unity of God afferted 507 

Unrighteoufnefs, punifhed 
Ufury forbidden 2 sf 
Al Uzza, an idol of the Mecians 
2 

Ww. 

Al ALID Ebn al Moghel- 


ra, a great enémy of 
Mohammed, was a baftard 


453 0. 

ween has his nofe flit ibid n. 
—— his profperity and decay 469 
w——= hires another to bear the 
guilt of his apoftacy 403%. 
emmineaen, his death 75 Qe 


Al Walid Ebn Okba —.g8 
War againft infidels, commande: 
and recommended 946, &- 
Weight to be jutt 463 
Whoredom, laws concerning 1: 
18 
10, 60, 
4773 45° 
See unbelievers. 
Winds, their ufe ay 
—— fubject to Solomon 162, g¢: 
Witchcraft ufed againft Mohat: 
med ae 
Women, fome dire€tions for the:: 
conduct 192, 3% 
w—— the punifhment of thof 
who falfely accufe them of ir. 
continence 188, 19: 
—— thofe who come over froin 
the enemy how to be deal: 
with Of 
y. 


Wicked, their fentence 


Al AMAMA, its inhati- 

tants a warlike peopic 

383 

Al Yaman, the inhabitants ther. - 
of flay their prophet 153:.- 
they are deftroyed by Ne 
buchadnezzar ibia. 

Yathreb, the ancient name ©." 
Medina "ae 





Ze 


Al’ ACAT, vid. Alms 
Zacharias, praying fo: 

afon, is promifed John 12! 
AlZakkiim, the tree of hell 10, 
Zeid, the hufband of Zeinab, hi: 
ftory 279 7: 
=== the only perfon, of Mc- 
hammed’s companions, name.) 

in the Koran ibis. 
Zeinah, her marriage with Mu- 
hammed ibid 
Zenjebil, a ftream in paradiie 
470 

Zoleikha, Jofeph’s miftrefs ?° 


oo 


